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PREFACE 


My quest to research my ancestors stems from two questions over the years. My paternal 
grandmother, Louise (Gay) Roberts (1904-1996), claimed she was related to Jefferson Davis, 
President of the Confederate States of America, though she never stated how - and I was never 
inquisitive enough to ask. I had also wondered, since my youth, whether or not we had any 
Revolutionary War ancestors. In 2015, my wife, Rebecca Ellen (Poston) Roberts, found her first 
Revolutionary War ancestor on her father's side and that was the spark to finally start a genealogy 
hobby to answer these questions. The latter was answered quickly - yes! The first Revolutionary 
War ancestor I discovered is 4th great grandfather, James Christie (1758-1837), from whom I am 
descended through my Roberts ancestors. Since then, I have positively identified six more, on both 
paternal and maternal lines. As to the former question, the jury is still out. It is clear my paternal 
grandmother is not directly descended from Jefferson Davis, nor is he a distant uncle through her 
Davis ancestors. As of yet, I have found no distant cousin connection. The search will continue, but 
it is likely my grandmother was mistaken.? 

Sadly, my immediate Roberts ancestors did not hand down much in the way of written histories 
nor did they relay many family stories. Even more sad, I wasn't interested enough to ask questions 
while they were alive. My grandfather, Lloyd William Roberts (1897-1981), had birth, marriage, 
and death information he transcribed from his parents' family Bible. He also had a letter he had 
written in 1975 to one of his cousins, providing a bit of family history he remembered from his 
youth in rural Kansas. That was the extent of original Roberts family records available. In my 
research, I discovered two other Roberts lineages that connect to mine, but both lack detail and 
sources. Since the Robertses never were much for genealogy, someone needed to step in to write 
our history! 

On my mother's side, two well-researched family histories exist; however, like many family 


genealogies, they lack much in the way of source material. Forty-Four Families by Florence Howell 


"Patience" Pollard was self-published about 1975 and records Mom's paternal Pollard family history. 
Those From Whom You Came by Olive E. (Smiley) Massie was self-published about 1987 and 
records Mom's maternal Massie family history. Copies of both are in my possession. 

Today's genealogists have a luxury not available until recently — the Internet. What used to 
take decades of research and considerable expense for travel, copying, and time sitting in dusty 
archives pouring through old county records, newspapers, or miles of microfilm can be 
accomplished in the comfort of our homes. This work would not have been possible without that 
resource; however, as with all written genealogies, one must not assume this book is without 


errors. Since a family's genealogy can never be finished in the sense there is nothing left to 


1 In a communication with Sharon (Gay) Xavier, daughter of my grandmother's sister, she stated she had never heard of a 
claim that the Gays were related to Jefferson Davis. 
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discover, this book should be considered a work in progress - the first time anyone has attempted 
to bring together in one place, as much documentation of these Roberts ancestors as possible. My 
hope is, this will be an enduring history for my children, grandchildren, and their descendants for 
generations to come, as well as the untold number of cousins currently living and yet to be born, 


who wish to learn about these Roberts ancestors and continue the research. 


INTRODUCTION 


We do not "own" our history; it was freely given to us by the generations that preceded us, and 
we should, likewise, freely give it to those who follow us. This is my attempt to do so. 

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, books of local histories with short biographical sketches of 
prominent people were common. Rarely, however, did the biographies include source information. I 
adapted the biographical sketch format to tell the stories of these Roberts ancestors in a way I 
hope honors their legacies — stories of mostly common men and women, love of family, sickness, 
death, tragedy, and most of all, perseverance. Unlike those local histories, however, this book 
includes a plethora of documentation. I suppose one can never have too much documentation. 

Within this book, you will find biographies of my direct Roberts ancestors (father, grandfather, 
great grandfather, etc.) as well as their siblings (my aunts/uncles, grandaunts/uncles, great 
grandaunts/uncles, etc.). Each biography tells the complete story of that ancestor from their birth 
until their death, and sometimes beyond if records were available. Therefore, you will find much of 
the early history of siblings is repeated nearly verbatim, with their stories finally diverging into 
their unique histories generally in their late teens to early 20s. In this way, each biography is as 
complete as possible and could be extracted without losing any details of that ancestor's story. 

Education is a common theme with our ancestors - from 2nd great grandfather, William, who 
taught school in his younger years, to the present where my sister, Laura Louise (Roberts) Fentem, 
is a former school teacher and my niece, Emily Elizabeth Aust, currently teaches. All of our 4th 
generation Roberts ancestors were involved in school - John W. was a truant officer, George Lucas 
taught at both the high school and college levels, and Isaac Henry taught for many years in 
Indiana. Additionally, my paternal grandmother, Louise (Gay) Roberts was an elementary school 
teacher. 

The earliest Roberts ancestor I can reliably trace is my 4th great grandfather, Edward, who was 
born over 240 years ago (bef. 1780). He is first positively identified in Clark County, Kentucky in 
1800 when he married Rose Stewart. I have found no definitive record of him prior to 1800. 
Unsourced Roberts histories and biographical sketches provide conflicting accounts — (1) he was 
either born in the British Isles in general, or Wales or Yorkshire, United Kingdom in particular, and 
emigrated to America, possibly with a foster family named Whitam, or (2) he was born in America, 


possibly in Maryland or Virginia, of Welsh immigrants. Much more research is needed! 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Louisville 


KENTUCKY VIRGINIA 


'GEORGIA\ 


LOUISIANA: 
New Orlean 


After Edward's marriage, the family migrated to Ripley County, Indiana in the late 1810s and 
from there, his descendants spread out across Indiana, mostly in Ripley, Switzerland, Jefferson and 
Decatur Counties, as well as Illinois and Iowa. My great grandfather, Isaac Henry Roberts (1863- 
1950), migrated from Indiana to Kansas in the 1860s and from there, my grandfather, Lloyd 
William Roberts (1897-1981) migrated to Texas then to Oklahoma. The Robertses have called 
Oklahoma home since the early 1940s. 

Beginning with Edward, there have been nine generations of his descendants, including my 
children and grandchildren. The first six generations of direct ancestors and their siblings, from 


Edward to my father, Lloyd William Roberts, Jr. are (with direct ancestors identified in BOLD): 


Generation 1 
1. EDWARD ROBBARDS/ ROBERTS — b. bef. 1780, d. bef. 3 May 1830 


Generation 2 


2. ELIZABETH — b. abt. 1801, d. aft. Aug 1854 

ce SARAH — b. 22 Aug 1802, d. 13 Jan 1884 

4. JOHN S. ROBERTS — b. 30 Jun 1805, d. 17 Dec 1875 
5: ZACHARIAH — b. abt. 1808, d. bef. 1 Jun 1830 

6. MARIAH — b. 11 Mar 1811, d. Jul 1884 

Ta MARANDA — b. 31 Dec 1814, d. 23 Nov 1881 

8. Mary — b. abt. 1815, d. bef. Jan 1832 

9. EDWARD - b. abt. 1816, d. aft. 1889 

10. ELIJAH W. - b. abt. 1816, d. aft. 1880 
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11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 


22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 


26. 
27. 


28. 
29. 


name will be followed by a subscript of the individual's Arabic numeral from the above lineage, 
enclosed in brackets (e.g. Henry S.,18}). When a descendant of Edward is mentioned who is not in 
this lineage, the name of that individual will be followed by a list of his/her direct ancestors back to 
Edward. For example, the lineage for Orpha (Roberts) Blount is noted as (Orpha (Roberts) Blount > 
Jason Lee Roberts > John Roberts;14] > John S. Roberts;4] > Edward Roberts;1)). 


individual's biography. Appendices follow the Figures where other information is included that does 


Generation 3 
WILLIAM ROBERTS — b. 2 Feb 1827, d. 5 Sep 1891 
CHARLES — b. 30 Sep 1828, d. 18 May 1906 
SARAH "SALLIE" ANN — b. 20 Nov 1830, d. 12 Sep 1905 
JOHN —- b. 5 Dec 1832, d. 27 Jan 1922 
MARANDA — b. 2 Dec 1834, d. 24 Apr 1917 
JEREMIAH H. — b. 6 Jan 1837, d. 19 Nov 1918 
EDWARD - b. 7 Aug 1839, d. 15 Feb 1922 
HENRY S. - b. 17 May 1842, d. 25 Jul 1925 
DAVID — b. 30 Aug 1845, d. 27 Sep 1892 
ELLA JANE - b. 7 Aug 1849, d. 7 Aug 1930 
QUINTILLA — b. 22 Dec 1852, d. 6 Feb 1887 


Generation 4 
JOHN W. - b. 30 Dec 1848, d. 10 Sep 1900 
[DAUGHTER] — b. abt. 1855, d. bef. 1860 
GEORGE LUCAS - b. 19 Nov 1860, d. 26 Feb 1941 


Isaac HENRY ROBERTS — b. 15 Mar 1863, d. 3 May 1950 


Generation 5 


LLOYD WILLIAM ROBERTS -— b. 6 Mar 1897, d. 28 Oct 1981 


MAX DUANE - b. 9 Sep 1898, d. 31 Dec 1980 


Generation 6 


LLOYD WILLIAM ROBERTS, JR. — b. 7 Mar 1932, d. 22 May 2014 


MARY LOUISE — b. 14 Oct 1936, d. 1 Sep 1940 


Throughout this book, when it is necessary to clarify which individual is being discussed, their 


Images of many of the documents referenced are included in a list of Figures after each 
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not fit easily into the main text, for example transcripts of lengthy documents such as probate 


records. 


Supplemental Information Included 

I have also included other family records and information in this book to ensure they are 
preserved. In Feb 2017, I received a message from Phyllis Codling McLaughlin, owner of Twisted 
Roots Genealogical Services, 111 Richwood Road, Milton, Kentucky 
(https://www.twistedrootsresearch.com/). She discovered a photo album for sale in the Lumber Mill 
Antique Mall, 721 West 1st Street, Madison, Indiana. Through her Ancestry.com research of names 
in the album, she discovered my family tree and contacted me. Based on those names, we 
determined it was an album of family and friends that likely belonged to Jeremiah H. Robertsr16)! 
Phyllis received permission from the Mall owner to scan the photographs for the Jefferson County, 
Indiana Historical Society, and she kindly provided those scans to me. My paternal grandfather also 
handed down a photo album of family and friends that belonged to his parents, Isaac Henry;25] and 
Clara Lillian (Shrader) Roberts. Because both of these albums contain the only known photographs 
of many Roberts ancestors, their spouses and children, Appendix A includes scans of all 
photographs in the Jeremiah Roberts album and Appendix B includes scans of all photographs in 
the Isaac and Clara Roberts album. 

My paternal grandmother, Louise (Gay) Roberts (1904-1996) handed down original Bible 
records from her Covey, Davis, and Zilhart ancestors, the oldest of which records the birth of my 
4th great grandfather, Joshua Covey, in 1796! Because these original records are quickly 
deteriorating and one day will be lost forever, scans of each are included in Appendix C. 

Finally, due to my interest in the military service of my ancestors, Appendix D contains brief 
summaries of the military service of direct ancestors, on both paternal and maternal sides, from 
the French and Indian War to the Civil War. 


Layout 
Due to its length, this book is divided into two volumes. This Volume 1 includes Generations 1 


through 3. Volume 2 includes Generations 4 through 6 and Appendices A through D. 


Message of Thanks 

This book has been many years in the making and over that time, many people, too many to 
name individually, have helped me gather the records I needed to document these ancestors. Five 
have been particularly helpful, performing research, collecting records, and sending them to me. I 
would like to take this opportunity to give my heartfelt thanks to the following: 

e Camille Fife with the Jefferson County, Indiana Public Library, 420 West Main Street, 


Madison, Indiana. 
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e Cheryl Welch with the Ripley County, Indiana Historical Society, 115 South Washington 
Street, Versailles, Indiana. 

e Brenda Royce with the Bluegrass Heritage Museum, 217 South Main Street, Winchester, 
Kentucky. 

e Phyllis Codling McLaughlin, owner of Twisted Roots Genealogical Services. Without her 
desire and tenacity to research names in the Jeremiah Roberts photo album to find me, I 
would not have received scans of the photographs in the album before it was sold and 
possibly lost forever. 

e A 4th great granddaughter of Edward,i;, through his grandson, John Robertsj1i4], who wishes 
to not be identified. She provided me with copies of records she obtained many years ago 
documenting Roberts family lineages, as well as old family photographs, and was a constant 
cheerleader during this project. 

Finally, I must thank my far-better half, Rebecca (Poston) Roberts whose research started me 

down this path and who graciously gave me the time and encouragement to pursue this effort for 


the past seven years. Thank you, sweetheart. You have no idea how much I love you! 


Generation 1 


1. EDWARD ROBBARDS/ROBERTS (b. bef. 1780, d. 
bef. 3 May 1830) 


Birth: bef. 1780. Signature from Edward Roberts & Rosy Stewart's 


Marriage & children: 27 Feb 1800 to Rose Stewart in 


marriage bond. 


Clark County, Kentucky (b. aft. 1779; d. aft. Jan 1832). 


Elizabeth Roberts 

o b. abt. 1801 in Kentucky, likely in Clark County. 

o m. 27 Oct 1825 to Jesse Cole in Ripley County, Indiana (b. abt. 1771; d. bef. 25 Jul 
1857 in Ripley County, Indiana). 

o d. aft. Aug 1854. 

Sarah Roberts 

o b. 22 Aug 1802 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 

o m. William Miles 6 Jul 1826 in Ripley County, Indiana (b. abt. 1805 in Kentucky; d. abt. 
1850). 

o d. 13 Jan 1884 in Janesville, Rock County, Wisconsin. 

John S. Roberts 

o b. 30 Jun 1805 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 

o m. Jane Salyers, abt. 1826 (b. 3 Oct 1906 in Kentucky; d. 7 Mar 1880 in Shelby Twp., 
Jefferson County, Indiana). 

o d.17 Dec 1875 in Jefferson County, Indiana. 

Zachariah Roberts 

o b. abt. 1808 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 

o d. bef. Nov 1831, likely in Ripley County, Indiana. 

Mariah Roberts 

o b. 11 Mar 1811 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 

o m. 28 Aug 1828 to Benjamin Shepherd in Ripley County, Indiana (b. abt. 1810 in 
Kentucky; d. 4 Oct 1863). 

o d. Jul 1884 in Indiana. 

Maranda Roberts 

o b. 31 Dec 1814 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 

o m. 19 Jun 1836 to David Harrison Blunk in Switzerland County, Indiana (b. 26 Oct 1811 
in Henry County, Kentucky; d. 20 May 1902 in Granby, Newton County, Missouri). 

o d. 23 Nov 1881, likely in Missouri. 

Mary Roberts 

o b. abt. 1815 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 

o d. bef. Jan 1832, likely in Ripley County, Indiana. 


e Edward Roberts 
o b. abt. 1816 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 
o m. 16 Mar 1837 to Susanna Fallis in Switzerland County, Indiana (b. abt. 1808 in 
Kentucky; d. aft. 1889). 
o d. aft. 1889. 
e Elijah W. Roberts 
o b. abt. 1816 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 
o m. 2 Aug 1838 to Nancy A Voyles in Switzerland County, Indiana (b. abt. 1822 in 
Indiana; d. bef. 1880). 
o d. aft. 1880. 
Death: bef. 3 May 1830 in Ripley County, Indiana. 


Edward's Birth and History Prior to His Marriage 

Fourth great grandfather Edward Roberts is the earliest Roberts ancestor I can reliably 
document; however, his birth and history prior to his marriage in 1800 are a mystery. Even his full 
name is somewhat of a mystery. 

The precise date and place of Edward's birth are not known. Unsourced records state Edward 
was either born in the British Isles in general, or Wales or Yorkshire, United Kingdom in particular, 
and emigrated to America, possibly with a foster family named Whitam, or was born in America, 
possibly in Maryland or Virginia, of Welsh immigrants. 

The book, A Genealogical and Biographical Record of Decatur County, Indiana includes a 
biographical sketch of Edward's great grandson, George Lucas Roberts;24). It states that George "is 
of Scotch-Welsh descent" and that "[h]is grandfather, John Roberts, came with two brothers from 
Wales to this country when children..." George's grandfather is John S. Roberts,4], who was born in 
1805 in Kentucky, not Wales. Since the book was published nearly 100 years after John's birth and 
25 years after his 1875 death, facts could have become a bit fuzzy. Might the author have confused 
John S. Roberts;4) with his father, Edward;1;, as the one who came to America with two brothers 
from Wales?? 

The book, Biographical & Historical Souvenier of Clark, Crawford, Harrison, Floyd, Jefferson, 


Jennings, Scott, & Washington Counties, Indiana, includes a biographical sketch for Edward 
Robertsi7}, a grandson of Edward;i). That sketch states that a Nathan Roberts is Edward's;17] 


grandfather and was a native of Maryland. No source information is given; however, the sketch 
states the parents of Edward;i7] are John S. Robertsj4] and Jane Salyers, which is correct. Could 4th 
great grandfather Edward's;1; full name be Nathan Edward or Edward Nathan Roberts, and could he 


have been born in Maryland?2 


1 See Figure 24.1. 1900 Biographical Sketch of George Lucas Roberts;24}. 
? See Figure 17.1. 1889 Biographical Sketch of Edward Roberts;17}. 
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In 1946, Orpha B. (Roberts) Blount (Orpha (Roberts) Blount > Jason Lee Roberts > John 
Roberts;14] > John S. Roberts;a] > Edward Roberts;1]) wrote a Roberts family history for a family 
reunion in that year. Her history states that "one, thought to be named, [emphasis added] 
Edward Roberts came to this country from the British Isles with his foster parents by the name of 
Whitam." Researching Orpha's history is complicated by the fact that no source information is 
provided, foster parents are involved, and no approximate timeframe for Edward's immigration is 
given.? 

There is one other written family history I am aware of that includes information about Edward. 
A manuscript titled Ancestors of Hester Violet Liggett, 1904-1979 by Norman Jean Holland (Norma 
Jean Holland > Hester Violet Liggett > Emma L. Winkley > Sarah Martha Roberts > Edward 
Roberts;s; > Edward Roberts;17) includes information about Edward,1), his wife Rosy, and their nine 
children.4 

There are also census records to add to the mystery. The 1820 census for Ripley County, 
Indiana (the first census in which Edwardry1) and his family are shown in Indiana) notes that no 
members of the household were foreign born, suggesting Edward was born in America. In 1880, 
the census form included entries for the location of birth for both the individual enumerated and 
his/her parents. Three of Edward's children are reflected in that census. The census for two 
children, Sarahy3) and Mariahje], show their father's place of birth as Maryland. The census for 
Maranda;7) shows her father's place of birth as Virginia.>® 

In June 2019 I exchanged email correspondence with John Harlan, a grandson of Orpha 
(Roberts) Blount and currently living in Des Moines, Iowa. He stated Edward was originally from 
Yorkshire in the northern part of the United Kingdom and that this conclusion is based on research 
from another descendant of Edward, Charles Lowell Roberts (Charles Lowell Roberts > Guy L. 
Roberts > Jason Lee Roberts > John Roberts;14] > John S. Roberts;4j > Edward Roberts;1]) when he 
visited England prior to his death in search of our Roberts origins.’ 

The first definitive record of Edward is his marriage on 27 Feb 1800 to Rosy Stewart, a 
daughter of Revolutionary War veteran Charles Stewart, in Clark County, Kentucky. The marriage 
bond and consent identify him as Edward Robbards, while the marriage registration identifies him 
as Edward Roberts. The different surnames add an additional layer of intrigue. If he immigrated to 


America, did he arrive with the surname Robbards, which he then changed to Roberts?®9 


3 Figure 1.1. "Family History," by Orpha (Roberts) Blount. 

4 Figure 1.2. Excerpt from Ancestors of Hester Violet Liggett, 1904-1979, by Norma Jean Holland. 

5 Figure 1.3. 1820 United States Federal Census - Ripley County, Indiana. 

6 See Figure 3.11, Figure 6.11, and Figure 7.13. 1880 United States Federal Census reflecting Sarahy3), Mariahye), and 
Marandaj7}, respectively. 

7 In Sep 2020, I contacted Charles' daughter to see if any records of the trip still existed. She spoke with her mother, who 
stated she still had those records. Efforts at additional communication with her or her husband, however, were futile. In 
subsequent message exchanges with Charles' son in Jun 2021, he stated that there are no records of his father's visit. 

8 Figure 1.4. Edward Robbardsi1; & Rosey Steward Marriage Bond and Consent. 

° Figure 1.5. Edward Robertsy1; & Rosy Stewart Marriage Registration. 
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The marriage records provide the best clue about Edward's birth year. At the time of Edward's 
and Rosy's marriage, Kentucky statutes required consent of the father or guardian if either party 
was under 21 years of age. Rosy obtained consent for the marriage from her father, while it 
appears Edward did not obtain consent. Additionally, Edward signed the marriage bond, something 
he could not have done if he were not of age. These facts suggest Edward was at least 21 years of 
age and thus was born before 1780.° 


Edward's and Rosy's Life 

Kentucky census records for 1800 have been lost; however, tax records show that Edward paid 
taxes in Clark County in 1800, as did many other Robertses/Robbards. This is part of the difficulty 
tracing Roberts ancestors — it's not that uncommon a surname. Might any of these individuals be 
kin to Edward? As of this writing, I have not been able to make any connection. As previously 
noted, one unsourced record states Edward came to America with a foster family named Whitam. 
Interestingly, this same tax list includes a James Whitham in Clark County.!112-13 

Edward and Rosy began building their family shortly after their marriage, and by the 1810 Clark 
County census, his family had grown to seven, identified in the census as follows: 14 

e White males < 10 - 2 (John S.;4), Zachariahts)) 

e White males 26-44 - 1 (Edward;1}) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Elizabeth,2], Sarahy3}, possibly Mariahye}) 

e White females 26-44 - 1 (Rosy) 


On 12 Jul 1819, Edward purchased 160 acres of land The "Act providing fer the Sale of the Lands.of 


i i i the United States, in the territory northwest of 
in the NW/4 of Section 32, Township 6 North, Range 11 Sie river Ghia and aleve tie mouklvor 


East, Ripley County, Indiana pursuant to the Land Act of | Kentucky river" (The Land Act of 1796) _ 
provided for the sale of public lands within the 

1796, and the 1820 census shows that Edward and his Northwest Territory and above the Kentucky 
River. The Northwest Territory was established 


family had migrated to that county, with nine children at by Congress in 1787 and spanned all or parts 
of what would eventually become the states of 


home. 1°-16,17 Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, 
. . and Wisconsin. The area "above the mouth of 
e White males < 10 - 3 (Zachariahjs}, Edwardjs, the Kentucky River" was in an area that 


became Indiana Territory in 1800 and the 


and Elijahy1o}) State of Indiana in 1816. 


e White males 10-16 - 1 (John S.j4)) 
e White males > 45 - 1 (Edwardj1)) 
e White females < 10 - 3 (Mariahje), Marandar7j, Mary;s)) 


10 Figure 1.6. Excerpt from 1810 Kentucky Statutes. 

11 Wikipedia, 1800 United States Census (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1800_United_States_Census, accessed 18 Dec 
2021). Citing: Dollarhide, William, The Census Book: A Genealogists Guide to Federal Census Facts, Schedules and Indexes. 
HeritageQuest, North Salt Lake, Utah, 2001, p. 8. 

12 Figure 1.7. 1800 Clark County, Kentucky Tax List - Edward Robertsj. 

13 Figure 1.8. 1800 Clark County, Kentucky Tax List - James Whitham. 

14 Figure 1.9. 1810 United States Federal Census - Clark County, Kentucky. 

15 Figure 1.10. Edward Roberts; 1819 Land Purchase, Ripley County, Indiana. 

16 Figure 1.11. Edward Robertsj1; Ripley County Property. 

17 See Figure 1.3. 1820 United States Federal Census - Ripley County, Indiana. 
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e White females 17-26 - 2 (Elizabeth,2], Sarahys)) 

e White females 26-45 - 1 (Rosy) 

This census also includes four additional columns: number of foreigners not naturalized; 
number of persons, including slaves, engaged in agriculture; number of persons engaged in 
commerce; and number of persons engaged in manufacturing. Edward's household shows three 
persons engaged in agriculture. Who might these be since Edward is the only adult male in the 
household? The instructions for the 1820 census state that this column is to count only those 
individuals engaged by actual occupation, not minor children or those too old to engage in such 
activity. This appears to eliminate any of Edward's children as they were all minors. When Indiana 
became a state in 1816, its Constitution prohibited slavery, though slavery persisted. Even after an 
Indiana State Supreme Court decision in 1820 freed all slaves, census records up to 1840 
continued to show slaves within the state. Does this entry in the 1820 census indicate Edward 
owned at least two, or possibly three, slaves?1819.20 

The census also shows no one in the household was an unnaturalized (emphasis added) 
foreign-born citizen. Given that some Roberts family histories identify Edward's place of birth as 
the British Isles, what might this suggest? Either the Roberts histories are incorrect and Edward 
was born in the United States, or Edward became a naturalized United States citizen prior to 1820, 
probably upon reaching adulthood. More research is needed. 

On 3 Jun 1826, eighteen people met in the home of James Christie in Shelby Township, 

Ripley County, Indiana to discuss forming a church and developing Articles of Faith. The church 
was to be called "The Baptist Church of Jesus Christ at the West Fork of Indian-Kentucky." 
Assistance in forming the church was requested from Middle Fork of Indian-Kentucky. The first 
official meeting of the Church was held 15 Jul 1826, at which the Articles of Faith were adopted. 
Edward's wife, Rosy, was one of those founding members at the Jun 3rd meeting. Church 
meetings were held at private homes until 1831, when a log church was built. The original 
stone structure was built in 1849.21/22,23 

Edward's will is dated 26 Dec 1826 and was witnessed by John D. Salyers and David Shepherd. 
Executors are James Christie and Jacob Overturf. He identifies his heirs as his "beloved wife, Rosy" 


and names his nine children: Elizabeth,2], Sarahy3), Johnta], Zachariahys;, Mariahre;, Maranday7}, 


18 United States Census Bureau, 1820 census 
(https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/index_of_questions/1820_1.html, accessed 18 Dec 2021). 

19 United States Census Bureau, 1820 Census Instructions to Enumerators (https://www.census.gov/programs- 
surveys/decennial-census/technical-documentation/questionnaires/1820/1820-instructions.html, accessed 18 Dec 2021). 
20 Bibbs, Rebecca R., "Historical Timeline of Slavery in Indiana. The Herald Bulletin (Anderson, IN), 2 Feb 2020 
(https://www.heraldbulletin.com/news/historical-timelineof- 
slavery-in-indiana/article_c23afd0e-44bc-11ea-a869-03f85fa74e58.html, accessed 13 Oct 2021). 

21 James Christie is a 3rd great granduncle (Jon Alan Roberts > Lloyd William Roberts, Jr.f28) > Lloyd William Roberts;26] > 
Isaac Henry Roberts;25} > Sarah L. Christie > Isaac Christie, brother of James Christie). 

22 Figure 1.12. West Fork Baptist Church - Minutes of the 3 Jun 1826 Meeting. 

23 Jerman, Ed. C., History and Directory of Ripley County, Republican Print, Versailles, Indiana, 1888. Indiana State Library 
Digital Collections, Indianapolis, Indiana. (https://indianamemory.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p1819coll6, Indiana 
Historical Print Collection > Ripley > History and Directory of Ripley County : accessed 18 Dec 2021). 


Mary,s}, Edwardjs9), and Elijahrioj. His will directs that daughter Elizabeth is to receive one dollar 
from his estate. Rosy is to receive one-third of the estate with the balance divided equally among 
the other children. Should both Edward and Rosy pass away before the children all receive their 
education, then the estate is to be used for that purpose. Once the children are educated, what is 
left is to be divided among the children.74 

Edward's precise date of death is not known; however, it was before 3 May 1830, as on that 
date the witnesses to his will, John D. Salyers and David Shepherd, proved his will in court. It is 
reasonable to presume his death was in Ripley County, Indiana, probably in Apr 1830. On 20 May 
1830, the executors published notice in the Madison Republican newspaper asking anyone with 
debts to Edward or claims against the estate to come forward and announcing a public sale of 
Edward's property on 10 Jun 1830. Additional notices ran the following two weeks, on May 27th 
and Jun 3rd. His estate was inventoried and appraised on 4 Jun 1830 for $267.90.25:2627 

The estate sale was held as scheduled on 10 Jun 1830 and on 4 Aug 1830, a record of the sale 
was filed with the Ripley County Probate Court. The order for distribution of the sales proceeds was 
issued during the Nov 1831 term of the Court. The estate sale netted the estate $158.32 and was 
distributed to Edward's widow, Rosy; the executors; the court clerk; Edward's daughter Elizabeth 
"Cole"(2] received her $1.00; and the other children (Sarah "Miles"[3), Johnna], Marandar7), Mariahtey, 
Mary s}, Edwardjs9), and Elijaht10o}) were to receive $14.62 each. Son Zachariahys) is not identified as 
having received his inheritance, nor is he listed as having purchased anything from the estate sale. 
It is possible he had passed away sometime between Dec 1826 when the will was written and Nov 
1831 when the court disbursed the proceeds of the sale.7829 

During this same term, the Court appointed "John Roberts" guardian of the "infant heirs" 
Edwards) and Elijahyio;, with William Miles providing security. William is Sarah'sr3] husband. While 
the Probate minute does not state John's relationship to the minor children, it is safe to presume 
he is their brother. Another probate minute from the Nov 1831 term distributes daughter Mary's;s] 
proportion of the estate to her mother, Rose, because Mary had "departed this life." Finally, we find 


that James Christie and Jacob Overturf were discharged as executors of Edward's will during this 


term. 30,31,32,33 


4 Figure 1.13. Edward Robertsj1 Will. 

25 Figure 1.14. Edward Robertsj1; Will Proven. 

26 Figure 1.15. Newspaper Clipping - Executors' Notice and Public Sale. 

27 Figure 1.16. Edward Robertsj) Estate Inventory and Appraisal. 

8 Figure 1.17. Edward Robertsj1; Estate Sale. 

29 Figure 1.18. Edward Robertsj) Probate - Order of Distribution. 

30 In legal terminology of the era, "infant" meant an individual who had not reached the age of majority. 

31 Figure 1.19A. Edward Robertsj1; Probate - Appointment of Guardian. 

32 Figure 1.19B. Edward Roberts;1; Probate - Distribution of Mary Roberts;s) Inheritance. Based on other information in this 
record, which is not included in the image, it appears this probate minute was written in Jan 1832, placing Mary's death 
prior to then. This is also a good place to note that after this probate minute, I have not found any record of Edward's wife, 
Rose. So, while Rose's exact date of death is unknown, we do know it was after Jan 1832. 

33 Figure 1.19C. Edward Robertsj1; Probate - Discharge of Executors. 
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Edward's estate was fully closed on 10 Apr and 19 Aug 1837 respectively, when Edwardjs) and 
Elijah{i0] received their share of their father's estate from their brother, John, apparently upon 
having reached the age of majority. Edward received $47 and Elijah received $55. John was 


subsequently released from guardianship in Aug 1841.3435 


34 Figure 1.20. Edward Robertsi1; Probate - Edward)s) and Elijah W. Roberts;io) Estate Settlements. 
35 Figure 1.21. Edward Roberts) Probate - John Roberts,4) Release from Guardianship. 
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Figure 1.1 (3 pages) 
"Family History" by Orpha Roberts Blount 


FAMILY HISTORY 


I have been able to secure data back to the time when one, thought to be named, 
Edward Roberts came to this country from the British Isles with hie foster parents by the 
nams of Whitam. 

This Edward Roberts was the father of John Roberts, 

John Roberts and Jane (Saylor) Roberts were the parents of eleven children. Namely: 
William, Charley, Anna, John, Maranda, Jerry (also called Doc.), Edward, Henry, David, 
Jane and Quinn. 

John Roberts Jr. was born December 5, 1832 in Madison, Jefferson County, Indiane. 
His psrents were natives of Kentucky. In 1855 he went to Illinois and worked as 2 farm 
hand. 

Wiley Anderson Murrell and Mary Murrell were natives of West Virginia.e They were 
the parente of five children. Namely: John, Elizabeth Ann, William, James, and Eliza. 
Elizabeth Ann was born on February 1, 1835 in Botentourt County, West Virginia. Whea 
she was eighteen years old her parents and their family moved to Illinois. 

On March 8, 1857, Joha Roberts and Elizabeth Ann Murrell were married by the magist- 
rate Isaec L. Pratt in Roseville, Illinois. They were the parents of five children. 

In ths fall of 1868 they with tneir four older children: William Edward, Jason Les, 
George Anthony, and Mary Jane; also Wiley Murrell and his wife came to Iowa by covered 
*#agon and settled on a tract of land he purchased seven miles northeaet of Prairie City 
in Mound Prairie Tomship, Jasper County, Iovae Another son Wilbert John died in infanc 
on June 27, 1878. 

The eldest son, William Edwerd was born February 9, 1858 and aarried Mary M. Main, 
who was born September 27, 1861, the daughter of Daniel and Aner Main of Prairie City. 
They were married January 20, 1980 and were the parents of five children. Namely: 

Edna M. deceased, Maud Me, Clara De, Orville J., and Pred Z. deceased. 

1 Jason Lee was born Decamber 3, 1859 and married Julia French, who was born December 5, 
1863, the daughter of John and Susan French of Prairie City. They were mrried on Dec- 
ember 22, 1881 and were the parents of seven children. Namely: Orpha B., Oca, Guy Le, 
Wiley A., Willard F., Charley W., and Ralph He 

George Authony was born November 18, 1861 and msrried Ella V+ Daniels, who was bom 
October 29, 1866, the daughter of Robert and Margaret Daniels of Prairie City. They were 
married on April 16, 1885 and wore the parente of four children. Namely: John deceased, 
Georgs Ae, Ethel Ge, and Edith M. 

Mary Jane was born November 7, 1863 and married Samuel H. Blount, who was born 
the son of Harry and Siary Ann Blount of Derbyshire, Englands They were married on April , 
1889 end were the paront 3 of six children. Nemely: Harry R., Se Harvey, Harold M., 
Helen ., Florencs ., and Bernice « 


The decendents of William ©. and Mary UW. Roberts: 


Name 5 pouse Children Spouse Children 
Waude M. Andrew D. Jensma Ed werd Mary Bridges ------— Gloria Beth 
Fred Helen Murphy 
Clera Olarence Beyer ----- Janice Lee 
Lana Kay 
Albert, deceased 
Leora Rayond VanZee =--~~ Ronald Ray 
Howard Tla Hunsicker 
Clara D. Albert Zang Freida Theodore Rutter ---- Mary Rochelle 
James Theodore 
Orville J. Anne Hall Margaret Bill Clingan ------= Ann 
Freddie 
Clara 
Lois Paul Cox 


Blount, Orpha B. (Roberts). Written about 1946 for a Roberts family reunion, likely held in Newton, Jasper 
County, Iowa. Received from a 4th great granddaughter of Edwardyi;, through his grandson, John Robertsr14), 
who wishes to not be identified. She received it in the late 1960s from a Roberts descendant in Newton, Jasper 
County, Iowa. 


Ths decendents of Jason Le and Julia Roterts: 


Name 
Orpha 3. 


Oca 


Guy Le 


Wiley Ae. 
Willard F, 


Charley ¥, 


Ralph 8, 


The decendents of George A. 


George A. 
Ethel G. 


Raith M. 


Spouse 
Samuel Blount 


Walter Wilkinson 


Florence Wilson 


Lela Berkenbosch 
Mary Seiberling 


Hatharine Riley 


Mabel Riley 


Irene DeBruyn 
Bert Robison 


Alfred Luck 


Children 
Wilbur, deceased 


Jason 
Julia 


Leone 


W. Loren 


Naoni 


Je Robert 
Cyrene 
John 

Ruth 

Wil bur 


Wilms 
Julia 
Howard 
Carroll 
Orpha 
Charles 


Spouse Children 

Ruby Gooper 

Ellis Harlan Mary Ruth 
John David 
Jane Ann 

Arnold May ---------- Ricard Lee 


Dennis Arnold 
Ade Eubank -<-------- Loren Allan 
Hollis Dean 
Mary Jane 
Dudley Scott -------= Donna Lou 
. James Dudley 
Helen Webb 
Neel Stillwell ----- Mira Evelina 


Karl Putt ---------. 

Pricille ---- Duane 
Janet 

Robert Pletcher ---~ 


Infant son deceased 


Francis 
Vera 


Erma 
Riley 
Helene 
Edward 
Raymond 
Harold 
Lousse 
Gladys 


Miriam -----s= Michesl Francis 
John McKinnon ------ John 
Thomas 77’ im 


Robert Parker ------ Terrance Alan 
Barbara Moon ------- Forrest Dean 


ery VanEkeren ----——- Frences Elaine 
Betty Robinson 


and Zlla Roberte: 


Raby 


Georges DeMoss -----~ Deloris 
HRoneld 
Judith 
Larry 


Edward McMurrey (by former merriage) 
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‘The decendents of Mary Jane and Samuel H. Blount: 


Nane Spouse Children Spouse Childroan 
Harry R. Marian Clney Samuel Mary MclMullin 
Robert Patricia Duffy -----Katherine 
8. Harvey Eiffiline 
Herold Maude Baker - Murrel Florence Deyor awee~ Judith me 
Marvin Phyliis Roach 
Helen Joo Cannon dsceased 
; Louise 
Florence Southard Whiting Sout hard 
Richard 
Bernice Charles Cutler Charles 


Deaths prior to 1946 meoting: 


Elizabeth Ann Roberte died February 2, 1917. 
Julia Roberts died November 28, 1917. 
Ella Roberts died January 17, 1922. 
John Roberts died January 27, 1922. 
Semuel H. Blount died June 29, 1935. 
William Be Roberts died July 6, 1935. 
George A. Roberts died ipril 18, 1939. 
Jason L. Roberts died May 26, 1940. 
Albert Zang died February/7, /7/¥4/. 
Willard P. Roborts died August 1, 1943. 
Mary M. Roberts died November 29, 1945. 


er~-=Crpha Roberts Blount, Secretary and Historien 
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Figure 1.2 (2 pages) 
Excerpt from Ancestors of Hester Violet Liggett 1904-1979 


Chapter 5 


28 Edward’ ROBERTS® born about 1775 and died before 3 May 1830. He married about 
1801: 
Stewact 
ov 
Stuart 


29 Rosy, born about 1778. y f on 

Edward and Rosy, were first found living in Shelby township of Ripley County, Indiana in 1826. 
There the West Fork Baptist Church was organized at the home of James Christie with Rosy Roberts 
as one of the charter member. James Chrisite was a close neighbor to the Roberts family. Edward 


appointed James one of the executors of his will. 
Will dated 20 Dec 1826 and probated 3 May 1830 Ripley County, Indiana. 


Will of Edward Roberts: In the name of God, amen, I Edward Roberts of Ripley County 
and State of Indiana, do leave this my last will and testament. First I will and bequeath 
unto my beloved wife Rosy, one third part of the balance of my whole estate for her life 
time, then the rest of my children, viz, Elizabeth, Sarah, John, Zachariah, Mariah, 
Maranda, Mary, Edward, & Elijah, each to share one equal portion of my estate both 
personal and real and further if myself and wife should both depart this life before my 
children all get a common portion of schooling so much of the estate as will pay for the 
same to be appropriated to that use, before the division of said estate, and I have 
appointed Jacob Overturf and James Christie executors to my estate the day and year first 
above written, acknowledged and signed in the presence of us. 
Edward Roberts, John D. Saylers, David Shepherd. 


After the death of their father his son John was appointed the guardian of the three youngest 
children, Mary, Edward, and Elijah.” 


¥ 


The children of Edward and Rosy Roberts: ye ki a 
6 >A 
4 “ 
tr & Elizabeth ROBERTS, b. abt 1802 she m. Ripley County, indiana 27 Oct 1825 / 3° 
Jesse Cole a, we \85 ° Busta Co 


Wa 
Ff \ 


f ii. Sarah ROBERTS, b. abt 1804, m. Ripley County 6 July 1826, William 
Miles. She was a member of the Versailles Baptist Church in 1829. * ; fF o- Me 
2° Bx + Janes yi ref sth £ S 


“mM iii. John S. ROBERTS, b. abt 4806; m. 25 Feb a Jane Saylers, dau of John 
b. Saylers. 3o ~wW wan. 185 d. -ee -IBT5 $.4-0cr- /80u 


mo 330 
m iv. Zachariah ROBERTS, b. abt 198. 
f mn sane 
fv. Mariah ROBERTS, b. abt 1810 She m. Ripley County, 26 Aug 1828, Benjamin ) Ky 
Shepherd. ; 


® PROBATE: 1826 Ripley County, Indiana, Will of Edward Roberts. Will Book A p. 16-17. Dated the 26th of 
December in the year of our Lord one Thousand cight hundred and twenty six. 

® Will Book A p. 16 Ripley Co., Ind. Dated 20 Dec 1826. 

release probate book B p. 306 Aug 1841 Ripley Co., Ind 

®° Charles W. Fletcher, compiler. Ripley County, Indiana: Marriage Records 1818-1840. The Decatur 
Genealogical Society. Reprint 1977. FHL 977.214 V25f. 

® LAND: Switzerland Co., Indiana Deed Book # p. 486-487 


39 


Holland, Norma Jean, Ancestors of Hester Violet Liggett, 1904-1979. © 1998. Provided to me in a 9 Nov 2017 
email from a 4th great granddaughter of Edwardyi;, through his grandson, John Roberts;14}, who wishes to not 
be identified. She stated the margin notes are by another genealogical researcher named Cindy Ball. 
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The Descendants of. Hester Violet Liggett 

BD kh £Y 

. f vi. Miranda ROBERTS, b. abt 1812, m. Switzerland County, 13 June 1836, David 
H. Blunk.” 9. 9 /5° Mered to SY ty aK 


rr * 


Prather. (License only, vaio return) } of! 
gree Pots gd. 2G -Sept ae 
14 Mm Viii. Charles Edward ROBERTS, b. 7 April 1816, d. 15 Mar 1896. 


f vii. Mary ROBERTS, b. abt 1814, m. Ripley County, 5 May 1840, James H. 


MPL 
m ix.. Elijah W. ROBERTS, b. abt1817, m. 31 Sly 1838 Switzerland County, Nancy 
13os 


A, Voyles/)\ 00.) Boe 15D (9D pre 18 
> ~ <i Y) fl : v 2 3 10) . aif Die. it 
" E j mC {\) fete ‘ f 
B+ AO = My 1801 saeentieani u wt Monten 
lds ek ee ee ee 
ARDMo2s% Ot , W 2 


f\ \¢ 
ee 


30) Samuel? FALLIS® (Isaac’, Thomas‘) son of Isaac and Susanna (Martin) Fallis, born in 
Kentucky, 1 August 1783 and died in Switzerland County Indiana, 17 June 1853. He married in 
Shelby County, Kentucky, 17 December 1805: 


31 Rebecca C.? ADAMS (David') daughter of David and Martha Adams, born in Pennsylvania, 
1790 and died in 1870, is buried in Fallis cemetery, Mt. Sterling, Jefferson township, Switzerland, 
Indiana. 


After their marriage in 1805 Samuel and Rebecca went to Missouri to claim 200 acres of land.” 
They remained for a few years returning to Indiana by 1814. His father Isaac and brother George 
had applied for and received land claims in Missouri as early as 1799. 


Samuel Fallis and his family moved back east about 1814. Upon their return they purchased a lot 
in the town of Vevay from John Francis Dufour and Polly his wife, for $51.00. In May 1816 a 


*’ Knox & Slevin, Compilers. Switzerland County, Indiana Marriage Records 1831-1885. 1970, 

* FATHER: Will of Isaac Fallis, St. Charles, Missouri dated 24 July 1805. LAND: 1818 Switzerland County, 
Indiana Deeds Bk p. 254-255. OCCUPATION: The Swiss Settlement of Switzerland County Indiana. Perret Dufour. 
Indiana Historical Commission. Indianapolis: 1925. Ohio County Public Library. OCCUPATION: 1825 History of 
Switzerland County, Indiana. reprint of 1885 by Weakley, Harraman & Co., Pub. Owensboro, Ky: 1980. p 1154. 
COURT: 1829 Switzerland County, Indiana. CENSUS: 1840 Census Switzerland Co., Ind. Pleasant Township, p. 125. FHL 
007730 CENSUS: 1850 Census Switzerland Co., Jefferson Township p. 415. [This information obtained by Christine 
Rose, Genealogist, on a research trip] PROBATE: Switzerland County, Indiana. Will Book 3 p. 186-187 1859-1877. 
Know all men by these presents that we George Fallis, James Skein and Sarah Skein, his wife Edward Roberts and Susan 
Roberts his wife, Henry Mix and Patsy his wife and Jonathan Spencer, Eliza Spencer his wife Milton Spencer and Nancy 
Spencer his wife, George Van Antwerp and Rebecca Van Antwerp his wife, Isabella Fallis, Samuel D. Fallis and John Fallis 
heirs at law of Samuel Fallis deceased for an in consideration of natural love and affection and the sum of one dollar, the 
receipt where of is hereby acknowledged have released revised and to farm let unto Rebecca Fallis wife of the said Samuel 
Fallis deceased for any during her natural life, all their right title and interest in the farm of the said Samuel Fallis deceased 
and of which they are as his heirs at law the owners of two thirds thereof and in all the other real estate owned by the said 
Fallis at the time of his death consisting of a house and lot in the town of Mount Sterling that the said Rebecca Fallis to the 
said real estate as her own to render no rent whatsoever for the use of the land yearly or otherwise except the sum of one 
dollar which has been paid and acknowledged in this indenture. Given under our hands and seals this 16 day of July 1853, 
Signed Fallis children and spouses. 

© PROBATE: 1863 Switzerland County, Indiana Will Book ? p.? Will of Rebecca Fallis 

” A statement in the Fallis Family by William Stuart Fallis says that Samuel went to Texas and died there in 
1786, but he obtained the land in Missouri in 1805, and was married in Kentucky the same year. 


40 
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Figure 1.3 
1820 United States Federal Census - Ripley County, Indiana 
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"1820 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7734/images/4433414_00049?pId=1371096 : accessed 
21 Oct 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Not Stated > Image 1 of 4. 
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Figure 1.4 
Edward Robbards;1] & Rosey Steward Marriage Bond and Consent 


Received 5 Feb 2016 from Bluegrass Heritage Museum, 217 South Main St., Winchester, Kentucky. 
Identified as loose records from Clark County Clerk, Winchester, Kentucky. 
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Transcription of Marriage Bond 


Know all men by these presents that we Edward Robbards & Chas Steward are held and firmly 
bound unto James Garrard Esq & Governor of this commonwealth & his successors in the Sum of 
Fifty pounds to which payment well and truly to be made to the Said Governor & his successors we 
bind ourselves our heirs Exers & Admers [Executors & Administrators] jointly severally firmly by 
these presents Sealed and dated this 25th day of Feby - 1800 


The condition of the above is such that whereas there is a marriage — shortly intended to be had & 
Solomized between the above bound Edwd Robbards & Rosey Steward if therefore there be no 


lawfull cause to obstruct the Same then this obligation to be void else to Remain in full force 


Edward Robbards 
Charles Steward 


Sealed & delivered 
In presents of 


D Bullock 
Transcription of Consent 
february the 24 - 1800 Clarke County 


Sir please to give out mareg lisens for Edward Robbards and Rosey Steward and you will oblige 
your and so forth 


Charles Steward 
Rosey Steward [signed by her mark "x"] 


To Mr bullock - clarck 
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Figure 1.5 
Edward Roberts;1; & Rosy Stewart Marriage Registration 
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Received 5 Feb 2016 from Bluegrass Heritage Museum, 217 South Main St., Winchester, Kentucky. 
Original source: Marriage Register 1, Page 35. Clark County, Kentucky Clerk, Winchester, Kentucky. 
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Figure 1.6 
Excerpt from 1810 Kentucky Statutes 


Vi. YEAR OF THE COMMONWEALTH. 67° 


5 dry ey cling meeting, shall be by such ministeror 1798. 

(as the case may be) transmitted to the clerk ofthe “——~ 
wherein the marriage is so solemnized, within 

twelve months thereafter, to aby as on record re 

clerk, in abook by him to be ke that purpose, whic 

shall be pe of all such marriages. The clerk 

shall be entitled to demand and receive of the party so 

married, the sum of fifteen pence for recording such cer- 

tificate and giving the bearer a receipt therefor. 

Sec. 7. Every minister or clerk of a congregation (25 penalty on mi- 
the case may be) failing to transmit such certificate to aiters failing vo 
the clerk of the court in due time, shall forfeit and pay ™em* «ni 
the sum of twenty pounds current money ; and if the 

of any county shall fail to record such certificate, 
be shall foricit and pay the like sum of twenty pounds, to 
be recovered with costs of suit by the informer, in an 
court ol record 

Sec. 8. Every license for marriage shall be issued 
the clerk of the court of that county wheel tbe fase Manner of iffs- 
usually resides, in the manner following, that is to say : ing mariage li 
the clerk shall take bond with good surety for the sum of 
Sfty pounds curreat money, payable to the governor fur 
the time being, and his successors, for the use of the 
commonwealth, with condition that there is no lawful | 
cause to obstruct the marriage, for which the license 
shull be desired ; and every clerk failing herein, shall for- 
feit and pay fifty pounds current money : and if either 
of the parties intending to marry, shall be under the age Where cither 
of twenty-one years, and not theretofore married, the the ete 
consent of the father or guardian of such infant, shall he“ ““"* 

ly given before the said clerk, orcertified under 

the hand and seal of such father or i » attested by 
two witnesses, and thereupon the clerk shall issue a li- 
cense, and certify that bond is given ; and if the parties, 
or either of them, be under the aforesaid, he ,shall 
also certify the consent of the fi or guardian, and _ 
the manner thereof, to any minister legally authorised to 
celebrate the rites of matrimony ; and every license so 
obtained and signed, and no other whatsoever, is hereby . ; 
declared to be a lawful license ; and if any county court Feuiy Be if 
dlerk shall in any other manner issue or certify any mar- 9 shente com 
rege license, or if any person whatsoever other than trary wtha ed. 

clerk, shall presume to sign or direct any such li- 
cense, every person so offending shall be imprisoned one 


Littrell, William, The Statute Law of Kentucky; with Notes, Praelections, and Observations on the Public Act, 
Volume II, Chapter XLI, Sec. 8, p. 67. Johnston & Pleasant, Frankfort, Kentucky, 1810 (https:// 
books.google.com/books?id=CRhEAAAAYAAJ, accessed 1 May 2019). 
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Figure 1.7 
1800 Clark County, Kentucky Tax List - Edward Roberts;1 


ay 
TAL LEST TAI List 
BAM COUNTT DATE MAME: COumTT DATE 

Roach, Henry Fayette lif 7/1800 :: Eebersen, Janes Oreen 1600 
Roach, Tehac Gorrerd 1800 sy Hoberecn, Janes, Jr. Green 1800 
Roach, Joana Jefferson 9) 3/1800 1: Eeberson, Jobs Green 1800 
Roach, Cohn Mercer 1800 2: Hoberson, Matthew ren 1860 
Roach, Littiehury Mercer 1800 :: Eeberson, William Fleming 8/11/1890 
Roach, Matthew Livingston 1800 ;: Hebert, Pater D. Fayette af 19/ 100 
foades, Imniel Mob lesberg 1800 i: (Lazington) 
Rosies, Taniel,Jr, Huhlenterg 1800 3: Hebert, Peter I. Fayette 8/19/1800 
Foades, Tnvid Hublenberg 1800 =: Lexington) 
Roaies, Elizabeth Muhlenberg 1800 i: Eoberta, Abner Haleon 8 30/ 1800 
Roades, Henry Muhlenberg 1800 2: Roberts, Agnewa Shalty a/ oy LEO 
Roules, Eesry, Jr. Muhlenberg 1800 :: Hoberte, Alexander Bourbon 1600 
foades, facoh Muh Lenberg 1800 i; Hoberts, Alezander Hanry 8! 6/ Laoo 
Hoaden, Job Bublenterg 1860 3; Roberts, Argyle Bourbon. Bod 
fieades, Solomon Huklenterg 1800 :: Hoberte, Agariah Reurbor, Lao0 
Eoadies. Soe also Rhodes. 20 Eoberts, Avardeh Hicholas Loo 
Roads, Janes Kelson 7f 7/1800 i: Boberts, benjeuLn Melson 8/30/1800 
Roads, Matthew Veleon af 7/1800 22 Be af atone 
Foatch, Robert Basen 1800 rs 
Bosteh, Willies Mason 1800 i: Rober z. J : : an 
figterds, Elicabeth Mercer 1H00 :: Hoberts, Sivard ~papanan &/ 22/1800 
Robards, George Harcer 1800 i: Roberts, Edward, Jr. Maddeoo 8/12/1500 
fobarda, Jeape Mercer 1800 y2 Eoberte, Edvard, Sr, Medieon 48/12/1800 
Robards, Phillip Jessamine 4/29/1800 :: Roberta, Elijah Bourbon 7/23/1800 
Botards, Thomas Tensemine 8/29/1800 2: Bobarte, Elisha Madi son B/ 12/1800 
Robards, Willies Tossmine §=6§9/29/1600 i: Reberte, Preseli Madi eon 1600 
febarda, Willies Jesemmine 6/29/1800 y: Roberta, Francia Melson 8/30/1800 
Rotarts, John Woodford 8/ / 1800 a: Roberts, George Shelby By Fy a0 
Robb. David Teffermon 9/ 3/1800 3: Roberts, George Wishington 1800 
Both, Janes Jefferass 9/ 3/1800 i: Roberta, Henly Wicholas 1800 
Rett, James, fr. Uefferecs 9/ 3/1800 :: Boberta, Henry Shelby By 7/1800 
Esth, Jomeph Fayatta B/19/ 1800 i: Roberts, Serekiah Bourbon 1856 
Robb, Michael Josseaine a 23 1800 : Roberta, Jesse Christian 7/22/1800 
Est, Robert Maaon B25) E00 a: Roberta, Jaana Fran] in Sy 3/1501 
Esbb, Thomas Washington LBOO a: Roberts, James Tresklis ay 7/1801 
Rott, Willian Qaephall 9! L/1B00 ta Roberts, James Henry By 6/1800 
Robberts, Joseph Shelby Bf 7/1800 cs: Roberts, Jases Mad eo as 12) 1800 
Bobbinett, Joweph Bourbon 1B) 2: Roberta, Jasee Pulaski 3/28/1800 
Eettinett, Samuel Bourbon 1600 24 Eoberte, James Washington Laoo 
Robbles, Abeolos Shelby Af P/1EO ct Roberta, Janes,Jr, Henry Bf 6/1809 
Bobbins, Jacob Bhelty Bf 7/1800 3 Echerte, Jenne Gumb ar Land ly 
Robeins, Janes thalby Af 7/1800 :: Roberts, Jose Orean 1866 
Rotting, Hathaniel Shelby Bf 7/1600 23 Eoberte, Jesse Livingston 1800 
Bobbins, Richard Grae 1600 :: Bobarte, John Bollitt 16/1800 
Robbing, Richart Shelby 8/ 7/1600 ci Roberts, Joka Bullitt 30/ 1800 
Eoberson, Asoe Fleming B/ 11/1600 2: Boberte, John Gaerpbe ld of 1/1800 
Roberson, Ben Booth 1800 33 Roberta, Jabs Christian 7/22/1800 
Roberaon, Jack Mercer 1B) 13 Boterte, Joba Comber Land ly 
Roberson, Jacob Morcer 1800 33 Roberts, Jobs Franklin 4 7/1800 
Roberson, Janes Green 1A) :: Beberte, Joh Henry BY! 6/1800 


"Kentucky, U.S., Tax Lists, 1799-1801," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3720/images/gpc_secondcensusky-0265?pId=23606 : 
accessed 13 Oct 2021), "Second Census" of Kentucky 1800 > Image 264 of 348. 
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Figure 1.8 
1800 Clark County, Kentucky Tax List - James Whitham 


317 
TAX LIST TAX LIST 
MAME COUSTY DATS WANE COUNTY Dats 

White, Thomas Green 1800 :: Waiteside, Samuel Montgomery &/ 22/1800 
White, Thomas Renry 6/1800 :; Whiteside, Samuel Montgomery 4/22/1800 
White, Thomas Jefferson 1800 :: Wniteside, Thomas Washington 160¢ 
White, Thomas logan 1800 :; Whiteside, William Mercer 1800 
White, Thomas Madison 8/12/1800 :; Whitesides, Francis Warren 1800/ 01 
White, Thomas Warren 1800/01 :; Whitesides, James Henry 8/ 6/1800 
White, Thomas, Sr, Madison 8/12/1800 :: Whitesides, James Warren 1800/01 
White, Timothy Washington 1800 :; Whitesides, John Fayette 1 7/1800 
White, Trusan Shelby 8/ 7/1800 :: Whitesides, John Lincoln 6/ 23/ 1800 
White, Walter Shelby 29/1600 :: Waltesides, John Warren 
White, Westly Pulaski 7/29/1800 :: Whitesides,John,Jr, Fayette 1l/ 7/1800 
White, Whitefield Madison 10/ 1/ :2 Whitesides Jonathan Garrard 1800 
White, Willian Franklin &/ 7/1801 :: Whitesides, Joseph Beary 8/ 6/1800 
White, Williaa Prarklin 8/10/1801 :; Whitesides, Joseph Montgomery 6/22/1800 
White, Willias Earrison 1800 :; Whitesides, Robert Garrard 1800 
White, Willtas Jefferson 1800 ::; Whitesides, Samuel Warren 1800/01 
White, Willian Jefferson 1600 :: : 
White, William Jessamine 8/29/1800 :: 
White, Willies Knox 9/ 4/1800 :: Whitington, Joshua Boone 8/ 20/ 1800 
White, Willias Mason 25/1800 :: Whitington, William Woodford 1800 
White, Willies Chic 9/10/1800 :: Whitledg, Thomas Bourbon 7/ 23) 1800 
White, Willias,Jr. Clark 1800 :; Whitledge, Robert Henderson 10/ 1/1800 
White, Willias,Sr. Clark 1800 :: Whitley, Janes Pulaski 7/ 28/ 1800 
Whiteaker,Alexander Muhlenberg 1800 :: Waitley, Willies Lincols 8/ 23/ 1800 
Whiteaker, James Jefferson 9/ 3/1800 :: Whitlidge, John Nelson 8/ 30/ 1800 
Whiteaker, James Mohlenberg 1800 :: Whitlock, Mathaniel Jefferson 1800 
Whitecotton, James Washington 1800 :: Whitlow, John Mercer 1800 
Whitecraft, John Montgomery 8/22/1600 :: Whitlow, Pleasant Madison 1800 
Whitefield, Joseph Washington 1800 :: Whitman, Richard Green 1800 
Whitehead, Jacob Shelby 8/25/1800 :: Whitman, Thomas Hardin 1800 
Whitehead, John Bourbon 1800 :: Whitmore, Benjamin Fayette 8/ 19/1800 
Whitehead, John Rardin 1800 :; Whitmore, James Nelson 7/ 7/1800 
Whitehead, Joseph Washington 1800 :: Whitney, Samel Garrard 6/1800 
Whitehead, Richard Gallatin 4/11/1800 :: Whitney, Thomas Fayette 8/ 19/1800 
Whitehead, Robert Pulaski 2/29/1800 :: (Lexington) 
Whitehead, William Hardin 1 t: Whiteett, William Clark 7/ 22{ 1800 
Whitehead, Willfeam Lincoln 8/16/1800 :; Whiteit, Willias Clark 1800 
Wnitehouse, James Mercer 1800 :: Whiteitt ,Willies,Jr. Logan 1800 
Waitehouse, Thomas Mercer 1600 :: Whiteitt, Willies, Sr. Iogan 1800 
Vhiteker, John Bourbon 1800 :: Whitson, John Shelby 8/ 7/1800 
Waiteker, John Woodford 1800 :: Whitson, Thomas Green 1800 
Waiteker, Josiah $$ Bourdon 1600 :: Whitstone, Matthias Warren 1 ol 
Whitely, Willies Fleming © 8/11/1800 :: Whittaker, Aquilla Shelby 8/ 29/ 
Whiteman, Charlow Flesing oar) 1800 i: Waitteker, Charles Shelby 8/ 29/ 1800 
Whitenack, Mercer 1800 :: Wiittaker, Elijah Shelby &/ 29/ 1800 
Waitenack, John Mercer 1800 :: Whitteker, Blisha Shelby 8/ 29/ 1800 
Whiteneck, Abrahas Mercer 1800 :: Whittaker, Isaac Shelby 8/ 29/ 1800 
Waiteside, Isaac Shelby —— 1800 :: Whittaker, Jeese Shelby 8/ 29/ 1800 
Whiteside, Joseph Bourdon tr Whittaker, John Shelby 8/ 29/ 1800 
Whiteside, Martin Henry a 6/1800 i: Woitteker, Levi Shelty 8/ 29/ 1800 


"Kentucky, U.S., Tax Lists, 1799-1801," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3720/images/gpc_secondcensusky-0265?pId=23606 : 
accessed 13 Oct 2021), "Second Census" of Kentucky 1800 > Image 332 of 348. 
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1810 United States Federal Census — Clark aula adnan 
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"1810 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7613/images/4433164_00147?pId=730048 : accessed 
21 Oct 2021), Kentucky > Clark > Not Stated > Image 19 of 26. 
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Figure 1.10 
Edward Roberts,;i1; 1819 Land Purchase, Ripley County, Indiana 


r 5 
OE EL tut 8. Ae etirube? APY 
JAMES MONROE, President of the United States of America, 
TO ALL TO WHOM TUESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, Greeting : 


vxon YE, 7 Eotewobed Soberts \ el 
GS bbuswo /Ueivs, 


having By, il in the General Land-Office a Certificate of the Register of the Land-O fice 
at Cy cove llepherehy it appears that full payment has heen mate for 


Se Wate, Ceca gucci, / heeltore 
etiylive, LO Lorre siicja Au reer) tee 
of the lands directed 10 be sold at Difirsenuitl 


by the act of Congress, entitled “An act providing for the sale of the lands of the United 
States in the territory north-west of the Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river,” and 


of the acts Fon of the same : Keve 5 Granted, by the United States, unto 
thesaid € Kear (a Colbert the D specie: lot or 


section of land above described: Gg Gate HUD T9 HolP the said 
lot or section of land, with the appurtenances, ‘unto the said ERE > COL ar 


Lies heirs and assigns forever. 


IH Bestiwioiy wHevesf, I have caused these letters to be made 
Qyatent, and the seal of the General Land-Offce to be hereunto afixed, 


Givers urider my hand at the City of Washington, the Zé. L 


‘day of Le Lg" _ in the-year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and“ ZezoeeA@ear and of the Independence 


. of the United States of America, the forty. Zz 


BY THE PRESIDENT, eS I Mb errr 
? 
LD Mais Commissioner of the General Land- Office. 


if 


U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, General Land Office Records 
(https://glorecords.bIm.gov/details/patent/default.aspx?accession=0046- 
140&docClass=CV&sid=fnme4i3b.5xw# patentDetailsTabIndex=0 : accessed 21 Oct 2021) 
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Figure 1.11 
Edward Roberts;1) — Ripley County Property 


2 | 


nnn VWestfork Baptist Church 


NW/4, Section 32, Township 6 North, Range 11 East, Ripley County, Indiana. Image date 20 Sep 2016. GPS of 
center point: 38.924964, -85.328956. ©2021 Google. 
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Figure 1.12 
West Fork Baptist Church — Minutes of the 3 Jun 1826 Meeting 


eg 2 af fi. antrrn Berk C54 | Fee. Go 
<5) Pips LE sgt APS, 
gfirte 3 A. é, “Be Cis: OE Ne “s j 
Asad. Colones Dicey, Tey 
Mato oter nm, Geely nae 
Lo Cust 


oe hee: ery aancr. Bt witless ae Ses 
ae en Pare tere og ton th 


of COrnpecte 


PA be Salfeoe of a pay: a - 
thts are Bhimninn - Phat wee gE bfpanle™ acd = 
Or Yuky mia fon Hh gun fods On Pte 
ie Da innate fort fetton Aaitacte Ne 

fre jf paninihy 2 a ak’ anes y /E. é 
ar oTTe Fav 0, igi 
Gite. oot Len Kiphiin 6: Pe 
Rill ae on a placer y frasePZl 
Clee Be wrt -zoy Laan Tes é 


A 


"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 
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Figure 1.13 
Edward Roberts,:1] Will 


} 


Ae 
; 


pe | ee ee eftceelo anol Aigsien DC temDo tity Zalooeee 
DY ify eat, foto, JucAmecnit, eT 


ne nea 


: ef nee 


- a a = 


"Indiana, Wills and Probate Records, 1798-1999," database with images, Ancestry, 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9045/images/007663867_00016 : accessed 21 Oct 
2021), Ripley > Probate Order Book, Vol 1, 1821-1839 > Image 16 of 41. 
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Transcript 


dated, the 26th of December in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty six, In 
the name of god, amen, I Edward Roberts of Ripley County and State of Indiana, do Leave this my 
Last will and testament, 


First, I will and bequeath unto my Daughter Elizabeth, one dollar. 


Secondly, I will and bequeath unto my beloved wife Rosy, one third part of the ballance of my 
whole estate her life time, then the rest of my children, viz, Sarah, John, Zachariah, Mariah, 
Maranda, Mary, Edward, & Elijah, each to shear an equal portion of my estate both Personal and 
real, and further if myself and wife should both depart this Life before my children all gets a 
common portion of schooling so much of the estate as will pay for the same to be appropriated to 
that use before the division of said estate, and I have appointed Jacob Overturf and James Christie 
Executors to my estate the day and year first above written, acknowledged and signed in the 
presence of us 


Signed by Edward Roberts 


Witnessed by John D. Salyers and David Shepherd 
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Figure 1.14 
Edward Roberts;1) Will Proven 
A. Testimony of John D. Salyers and David Shepherd 
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"Indiana, Wills and Probate Records, 1798-1999," database with images, Ancestry, 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9045/images/007663867_00016 : accessed 21 Oct 
2021), Ripley > Probate Order Book, Vol 1, 1821-1839 > Image 16 of 41. 
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B. Verification of Will 
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"Indiana, Wills and Probate Records, 1798-1999," database with images, Ancestry, 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9045/images/007663848_ 00246 : accessed 21 Oct 
2021), Ripley > Probate Order Book, Vol A, 1818-1837 > Image 50 of 457. 
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Transcript 
Testimony of John D. Salyers and David Shepherd 


State of Indiana 
Ripley County 


Personally appeared in open court, John D Salyers and David Shepperd the two subscribing 
witnesses to the within Last will and testament of Edward Roberts deceased and being duly sworn 
they and each of them on their solemn oath Deposeth and saith that they saw Edward Roberts the 
testator sign seal and acknowledge the foregoing instrument, as his Last will and testament and 
that they in the presence of the testator and in the presence of each other signed the same as 
witnesses on the day of the date thereof, to wit, on the 26th day of December in the year of our 
Lord 1826, and that they verily believe the said Edward Roberts the testator was at that time of 
sound mind and memory and further saith not. 


Signed by John D. Salyers and David Shepherd 


Sworn to in open court this 3rd day of May 1830, 
C. Overturf Clk 


Verification of Will 


On the third day of May 1830 the last will and testament of Edward Roberts was proven in open 
court by the oath of John D Salyers and David Shepherd and the same is admitted to record and 
thereupo[n] the Court grant Letters of testamentary to James Christy and Jacob Overturf the 
executors named in said Last will and Testament as follows to wit 


I Conrad Overturf Clerk of the Probate court of the County of Ripley do certify the annexed to bea 
true Copy of the last will and testament of Edward Roberts deceased late of Ripley the County of 
Ripley deceased and that James Christie and Jacob Overturf the executors therein named proved 
the same before the Probate Court and are duly authorized to take upon themselves the 
administration of the estate of the Testator agreeable to the said will witness my hand and seal of 
office the 3rd day of May in the year of our Lord one thousand and eight hundred and thirty 


Signed by C. Overturf, Clerk 


And thereupon the Said executors entered into bond and security as the Law directs And the Court 


adjourned until tomorrow morning nine oclock. 


Signed by H. B. Hukill 
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Figure 1.15 


Edward Roberts;:1; Executors' Notice and Public Sale 


d.  EXECUPORS? NOTICE. 


7 | 
f. ape undersigned having taken out letters tes-: 
| s tamentary oni the estate of Edward Roberts, ' 

' dec’d. late of Ripley county, request all those in- | 
‘debted to'said estate to make payment, and ail 
‘those having claims against said estate are reques- 

is ted to present the same legally authenticated for! 

iy: Settlement within the time. prescribed by law.— 

é. “The estate issolvent.: , — 


| JAMES CHRISTIE; } p_., 
de | JACOBOVERTURE,, me 
te; May 20,1630... — 

: . PUBLIC SALE. 


;-| WILL be sold at public vendue, at thé 
in late dwelling house of Edward Robéeris,de'd. , 
iqiin Ripley county, on Thursday the 10th day | | 
nt/of June next, horses, cattle, sheep, hogs, | , 
re household and kitchen furniture, farming 
yn Utensils, dc. The terms will be cash for 
n- all sums under three dollars, and a credit of 
¢' twelve months will be given on all sums] 
re over $3 00, by the purchaser giving bond 
With approved security. 3 
g-| JAMES CHRISTIE, - Fxr’s 

a _ SACOBOVERTURF, fae 
s May 20,1830. — - 
ut “ 202OCtC« _— ‘ 4 aren 

Madison (IN) Republican, 20 May 1830, Page 3 (newspaperarchive.com). 
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Figure 1.16 (3 pages) 

Edward Roberts(1) Estate Inventory and Appraisal 
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Received 16 Nov 2017 from Ripley County Historical Society, 125 North Washington Street, Versailles, 


Indiana. Original source: Will Book A (1818-1834), Ripley County Clerk, Versailles, Indiana. 
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Transcript 


Note: This is not an exact transcription of the inventory. Inventoried property is sorted by 


categories. 
Appraisment Bill of the Personal property of the Estate of Edward Roberts 
Filed June 5th 1830 


Farm Animals 


first nine head of hogs and 11 pigs $10.00 | two stands of bees $2.00 
one sorrel mare $50.00 | 1 Red cow $9.00 
one 2 year old colt $18.00 | 1 pided cow $8.00 
twenty eight head of geese old & $4.00 | 1 pided heifer $3.00 
young 
3 Ewes & lambs $4.50 | 1 Red heifer $2.00 
ten head of sheep $7.50 
Farm Equipment 
three saws $4.00 | 2 chopping axes $2.50 
1 flx shackle $1.50 | 2 sickles $0.75 
1 pare stilyards $1.25 | 2 spinning wheels $1.00 
1 smithmatic $0.25 | 1 Big wheel $1.50 
1 pare of saddle bags $2.25 | 1 Side saddle $12.00 
1 padlock $0.25 | 1 man saddle $5.50 
2 iron wedges $1.00 | one old saddle $1.00 
3 augers $1.00 | 1 old side saddle $0.50 
1 chisel $0.25 | 1 half bushel $0.12 1/2 
1 drawing knife $0.37 1/2 | 2 water buckets $0.37 1/2 
1 frow $0.75 | 1 fine shovel & pan handle $0.25 
1 flesh fork $0.12 1/2 | 2 weeding hoes $0.25 
2 bels $2.00 | 2 weeding hoes $1.00 
1 hand saw $1.00 | 1 gimblet & cumpeses $0.25 
1 plough share & scruse & rods $1.50 | 1 Cary plough $2.00 
1 sythe blade $1.00 | 1 old axe $0.50 
1 sythe & hangings $1.75 
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Household Goods 
one clock 
one Rifle gun & shot pouch & 
powder horn 
7 plates, 1 set tea cups & 
saucers & tin cups 


knives & forks, 1 set spoons 


1 shuger desk 

1 large bible 

1 smoothing iron 

2 pane of cotton cards 

1 bed, bed sted & bedding 


1 bed, bed sted & bedding 


1 bed, bed sted & bedding 
6 chears 

4 chears 

2 puter basons 

7 puter plates & 1 puter dish 
1 tea pot 

2 bread holders 

1 glas picher 

3 glas bottles & 2 vials 

1 razor & shaving box 

one cup board 

1 coffee mill 

1 umbrilla 

2 pair of scisors 

1 slate 

1 plinking table 

1 chest 


1 coffee pot, 1 tea canester of 


1 jar, 1 knife box, 1 puter dish 


$15.00 
$8.00 


$2.00 


$1.00 
$1.50 
$0.25 
$0.25 
$8.00 


$10.00 


$10.00 
$1.25 
$1.25 
$1.00 
$0.75 
$0.75 
$0.25 
$0.31 1/2 
$0.56 1/2 
$0.25 
$8.00 
$0.50 
$0.50 
$0.25 
$0.37 1/2 
$4.00 
$1.00 


1 meal sifter 


1 meal tub 


1 old pine chest 


1 meal sifter 

1 meal tub 

1 old pine chest 

1 oven & lid & hooks 
1 tea kittle 

2 ten gallon kittles & 1 pare of 
hooks 

1 small pot & hooks 
1 five gallon pot & hooks 
1 oven & lid & hooks 
1 double tree 

1 mattick 

1 fat tub 

2 washing tubs 

1 loom 

4 reeds 

2 Clevises 

1 whiskey barrel 

1 4 gallon keg 

1 young bool 

1 shoe hammer 

1 pare of pinchers 

1 churn 


$0.62 1/2 
$0.25 


$0.25 


$0.62 1/2 
$0.25 
$0.25 
$1.00 
$1.00 


$3125 


$0.50 
$1.37 1/2 
$0.75 
$0.25 
$1.00 
$0.50 
$0.50 
$4.00 
$2.00 
$0.62 1/2 
$0.25 
$0.37 1/2 
$4.00 
$0.25 
$0.25 
$0.25 


Appraised value: $267.90 
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Certification of Appraisal 


State of Indiana 

Ripley County 

This day personally appeared before the undersigned Probate Judge of said County, James Christy 
& Jacob Overturf, executors, and Jeremiah Salyers and Sam'! Caplinger appraisers of the personal 
estate of Edward Roberts deceased, who upon their oath deposeth and saith that the foregoing 
inventory of the goods and chattels of said decedent is true and correct as far as have come to 
their knowledge - further these deponents saith not. 


Signed by: James Christie and Jacob Overturf 
Jeremiah Salyers and Samuel Caplinger, Appraisers 


Sworn and subscribed to before me on this 5th day of June 1830. 


Signed by H. B. Hukill, P Judge 
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Figure 1.17 (2 pages) 
Edward Roberts;i; Estate Sale 
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Transcript 


Sale Bill of the Personal Property of Edward Roberts 


Filed August 4th 1830 


Signed by C. Overturf, Clk 


$ cts 
Atwell David 1 plow shear and screws 00 50 
Do 1 mat ax 00 79 
Do 1 bell 00 96 
Jesse Mority 1 Cary plow O1 25 
James Custer 1 fat tub 00 12 1/2 
Samuel Capleaner 1 barrel 00 12 1/2 
Henry Dick 1 meal barrel 00 18 3/4 
John Roberts 1 pot and bailer O01 07 
Do 1 kettle and hookes O01 70 
John Denn 2 pair cleavises 00 56 1/4 
Jesse Custer 2 weeding hoes 00 06 1/4 
Samuel Saliers 1 weeding hoe 00 62 1/2 
Henry Hucksbill 1 ax 00 76 
Do 1 ax 00 26 
Samuel Saliers 1 bell O1 00 
Jeremiah Saliers 1 meal sifter 00 51 
Samuel Capleaner 1 auger and chisel 00 39 
Do 1 augers 00 62 1/2 
John Penn 1 flesh fork 00 08 
John Griffeth 1 drawing knife 00 56 1/4 
Samuel Capleaner 1 sithe blade 00 71 
Joseph Cambell 1 iron wedge 00 38 
John Roberts 1 iron wedge 00 50 
Ephraim Penn 1 frow 00 62 1/2 
Jesse Mority 1 hand saw 01 12 1/2 
Evan Pratherow 1 pair stilyards O01 75 
Samuel Saliers 1 tea kettle 00 65 
Jeremiah Saliers 1 pair saddle bags 02 34 
Edward Roberts 1 book and slate 00 38 1/2 
Benjamin Shepherd 1 tea pot 00 38 
John H Johnson 1 coffee mill 00 68 
Jeremiah Saliers 1 glass picher 00 38 
Do 1 padlock 00 18 3/4 
Do 1 Shoe hammer 00 27 
John Penn 1 gimblet and compers 00 18 3/4 
Samuel Capleaner 1 shaven box and razor 00 14 
William Bain 1 pewter Caison 00 59 
Do 1 pewter Caison 00 53 
Edward Roberts 1 bread waiter 00 14 
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$ cts 
Atwell David 7 pewter plaits 00 63 
Jesse Mority 1 pewter dish 00 43 
Isaac Christie 1 00 44 
Jeremiah Saliers 1 reap hook 00 27 
James Christie 1 reap hook 00 39 
Samuel Capleaner 1 rifle gun 05 28 
Evan Pratherow 1 man saddle 07 00 
William Miles 1 side saddle 09 06 1/4 
Jeremiah Saliers 1 old saddle 00 50 
Richard Aillay 1 clock 06 06 1/4 
Maranda Roberts 1 chest 00 82 
David Vestil 1 foding table 03 00 
Maranda Roberts 1 bead and beading and stead 09 06 1/4 
John Roberts 4 chairs O01 26 
Do 1 loom 02 58 
David S. Perkins 4 weaving reeds 02 00 
Jesse Mority 1 big wheel O01 29 1/2 
Mary Roberts 1 churn 00 13 
Do 1 cag 00 12 1/2 
Jeremiah Saliers 1 bay colt 14 38 
John Griffeth 1 spotted cow 09 07 
David McCoulough 1 bull 04 15 
John H. Johnson 1 spotted heifer 03 45 
Absolem Herald 3 sheep 02 00 
Do 3 sheep O1 53 
William Saliers 4. 03 08 
Isaac Christie 1 sow and pigs O1 06 1/4 
Ephraim Penn 1 double tree 00 18 3/4 
John Roberts 1 sithe blade O1 51 
Henry Luckhill 1 sorrel mare 42 52 


Signed by Jesse Demaree 
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Figure 1.18 
Edward Roberts;i1; Probate -— Order of Distribution 
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"Indiana, Wills and Probate Records, 1798-1999," database with images, meee 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9045/images/007663848 00260 : accessed 21 Oct 
2021), Ripley > Probate Order Book, Vol A, 1818-1837; Probate Order Book, Vol B, 1837-1843 > Images 64- 
65 of 457. 
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Transcript 


The Clerk of this Court now Laid before the Court a Sale bill of Personal property of Edward 
Roberts, deceased, filed by Jacob Overturf and James Christie, the Executors, on the fourth day of 
August 1830 which amounts to the sum of one hundred & fifty eight dollars & thirty two cents - 
$158.32. 

Article selected by the widow Twenty dollars forty four cents - $20.44 


Jacob Overturf & James Christie Exrs of the estate Edward Roberts, Deceased, now filed here in 
court Receipts eleven dollars fifty cents - $11.50 


The Court now allows the Exrs Nineteen dollars for their Services, as such - 19.00 
The Court now allowed the Clerk of this court for his Services the sum of four dollars - 4.00 
Also over paid to the widow Twelve dollars fifteen cents - 12.15 


Leaving in the hands of Said Ex'S a balance of one hundred & three dollars thirty seven cents - 
$103.37 


And it is ordered by the Court that the same be distributed in the following manner, to wit 
to Elizabeth Cole. One dollar - $1.00 
to Sarah Miles, John Roberts, Miranda Roberts, Maria Roberts, Mary Roberts, Edward Roberts, 


Elijah Roberts, fourteen Dollars & sixty two cents each, being their proportional part of the said 
decedants estate. 
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Figure 1.19 
Edward Roberts;:1; Probate 
A. Appointment of Guardian 
B. Distribution of Mary Roberts;s) Inheritance 


C. Discharge of Executors 
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"Indiana, Wills and Probate Records, 1798-1999," database with images, Ancestry, 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9045/images/007663848 00261 : accessed 21 Oct 
2021), Ripley > Probate Order Book, Vol A, 1818-1837; Probate Order Book, Vol B, 1837-1843 > Image 65 of 
457. 
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Transcript 
Appointment of John Roberts,4; Guardian of Edwards] and Elijahyio) 
An application made - the court now here appointed John Roberts guardian for Edward Roberts & 
Elijah Roberts infant heirs of Edward Roberts deceased who executed his bond with William Miles 
his security —- according to Law 
Distribution of Mary's,s; Inheritance to Rose 
Ordered that the executors of Edward Roberts late of Ripley County deceased pay to Rose Roberts 
widow and relict of said decedent fourteen dollars and sixty two cents it being the full amount of 
the proportionable share of Mary Roberts one of the heirs of the deceased, who departed this life 
since the order for distribution at a former term of this court. 
Discharge of James Christie and Jacob Overturf as Executors 
Ordered that James Christy and Jacob Overturf exrs of the estate of Edward Roberts late of Ripley 


County deceased, having fully discharged the duties devolving on them as such executors are now 
released from the same. 
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Figure 1.20 
Edward Roberts,i; Probate — Edwardj)9) and Elijah W. Roberts;10) 
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Received 16 Nov 2017 from Ripley County Historical Society, 125 North Washington Street, Versailles, 
Indiana. Original source: Will Book A (1818-1834), Ripley County Clerk, Versailles, Indiana. 
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Figure 1.21 
Edward Roberts,1; Probate — John Roberts,4; Release from Guardianship 


Received 16 Nov 2017 from Ripley County Historical Society, 125 North Washington Street, Versailles, 
Indiana. Original source: Probate Book B (May 1837-Aug 1843), pg. 306 (August 1841 Term of the Probate 
Court), Ripley County Clerk, Versailles, Indiana. 


46 


Generation 2 
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2. ELIZABETH (b. abt. 1801, d. aft. Aug 1854) 
Birth: abt. 1801 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 
Marriage & children: 27 Oct 1825 to Jesse Cole in Ripley County, Indiana (b. abt. 1771; d. bef. 
25 Jul 1857 in Ripley County, Indiana). 
e Elizabeth Ann Cole 
o b. 4 Feb 1828 in Kentucky. 
o m.5 Aug 1847 to Elijah Jones in Ripley County, Indiana (b. 5 Jan 1819 in Indiana; d. 29 
Nov 1899) 
o d. 14 Aug 1912 in Saint Clair, Saint Clair County, Michigan. 
e Henry Clay Cole 
ob. 1838 in Indiana, likely Ripley County. 
o ml. Nellie Cole.? 
o m2. 29 Aug 1872 to Mary E. Crilly in Howard County, Indiana (b. abt. 1851 in Indiana; 
d. 13 Mar 1930 in Kokomo, Howard County, Indiana). 
o d.19 Sep 1881 in Kokomo, Howard County, Indiana. 
e Possibly two additional children 
o Female b. 1826-1830. 
o Male b. 1831-1835. 
Death: aft. Aug 1854. 


Elizabeth is the oldest child of Edward;1; and Rosy (Stewart) Roberts. She was born abt. 1801 in 
Kentucky, likely in Clark County as this is where her parents were married and living at the time. 
The Roberts family is reflected in the 1810 Clark County census, with Elizabeth enumerated as one 
of the females under 10 years of age. 

e White males < 10 - 2 (John S.,4), Zachariahts)) 

e White males 26-44 - 1 (Edwardr1}) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Elizabeth,2), Sarahy3}, possibly Mariahyey) 

e White females 26-44 - 1 (Rosy) 

In 1819, Elizabeth's father purchased 160 acres of land in Ripley County, Indiana under the 
Land Act of 1796 and the family then migrated to that County. The 1820 Ripley County census 
shows the family had grown to nine, with Elizabeth enumerated as one of the females in the 17-26 


year old range.?4 


1 Morrow, Jackson, History of Howard County, Indiana, Vol. I, B. F. Bowen & Company, Indianapolis, 1909, pp. 292-295 
(https://archive.org/details/historyofhowardcOimorr : accessed 18 Dec 2021). Identifies first wife of Henry as "Nellie Cole" 
but provides no further information about her. 

? See Figure 1.9. 1810 United States Federal Census - Clark County, Kentucky. 

3 See Figure 1.10. Edward Robertsj1; 1819 Land Purchase, Ripley County, Indiana. 

4 See Figure 1.3. 1820 United States Federal Census - Ripley County, Indiana. 
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e White males < 10 - 3 (Zachariahjs], Edwardys}, and Elijahyio}) 
e White males 10-16 - 1 (John S.z>4)) 

e White males > 45 - 1 (Edwardj1)) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Mariahje;, Marandar7), Marys) 

e White females 17-26 - 2 (Elizabeth;2}, Sarah;3}) 

e White females 26-45 - 1 (Rosy) 

On 27 Oct 1825, Elizabeth married Jesse Cole in Ripley 


Fun Factoid 


F F F F F Jesse Cole, known in life as impulsive, 
County, Indiana. Five days prior to their marriage, Jesse sele-wilied, and thoreuahiy determined, 
and Elizabeth entered into an ante-nuptial contract, which is a great grand uncle of the outlaws, 
; : . Frank and Jesse James (Frank & Jesse 
had the effect of ensuring Elizabeth would have no claim James > Zerelda Elizabeth Cole > 


to Jesse's estate should she outlive him. Under its terms, James Cole > Richard J. Cole [brother 
of Jesse Cole]). 


all of Elizabeth's personal property and effects which she 
brought to the marriage would be for the benefit of them both during their marriage. If she 
outlived him, in lieu of dower, her personal property and effects brought to the marriage would be 
returned. The contract was witnessed by Edward Roberts, John Demaree, and Zachariah Roberts. 
Since Elizabeth's brother, Edward, would have been about 10 years old at this time, I believe the 
witness, Edward, is Elizabeth's father as he was still living in 1825. Zachariah is her brother.*® 

I have confirmed at least two children were born to Elizabeth and Jesse. Elizabeth Ann, was 
born in Kentucky on 4 Feb 1828 and their son, Henry Clay, was born in 1838 in Ripley County, 
Indiana. Henry has an interesting history, so a short biographical sketch for him is presented in 
Appendix 2.1.7 

The 1840 census for Ripley County suggests two additional children may have been born to 
Elizabeth and Jesse. We also find that Jesse was engaged in agriculture. That census identifies the 
following members of the Jesse Cole household :® 

e White male < 5 - 1 (Henry Clay) 

e White male 5-9 - 1 (Unknown male) 

e White male 60-69 - 1 (Jesse Cole) 

e White female 10-14 - 2 (Elizabeth Ann and unknown female) 

e White female 30-39 - 1 (Elizabeth;2)) 

Prior to his marriage to Elizabeth, Jesse had been married to Nancy Sparks, with whom he had 
seven children. Nancy passed away about 1815 in Ripley County. Their youngest child was born in 


1806, so neither of the unknown children in the 1840 census could be from Jesse's first marriage. 


> Figure 2.1. Elizabeth Roberts,2z} & Jesse Cole Marriage Record. 

6 Figure 2.2. Elizabeth Roberts,2} - Jesse Cole Ante-nuptial Contract. 

7 Figure 2.3. Elizabeth Ann (Cole) Jones Death Certificate. 

8 Figure 2.4. 1840 United States Federal Census - Johnson Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 
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Divorce from Jesse Cole?°! 

After nearly 22 years of marriage, Elizabeth filed for divorce from Jesse on 11 Aug 1847. If the 
allegations laid out by Elizabeth in her eight-page Bill of Complaint are true, Jesse was quite 
abusive toward her. 

In the Complaint, Elizabeth states that soon after their marriage, Jesse engaged in a course of 
"the most cruel & inhuman treatment ever adopted by a man towards his wife," more like "the 
treatment of a tyrant than a man," and that such treatment continued until she was "compeled to 
abandon forever the bed & bord" of her husband. 


Allegations included: Elizabeth Roberts - Jesse Cole 
Divorce Papers 


e whippings and abuse "in an [unconscionable] and 
On 2 Aug 2019, I received 72 pages of 
Roberts-Cole divorce records from the 
° weekly beatings of such size and magnitude as to | Ripley County Historical Society, 125 N. 
Washington St., Versailles, Indiana. The 
impair her health and ensure a burdensome life; records were identified as loose papers 
from a Civil Records file folder. A 6 Sep 
2019 email noted that a final divorce 


e forced labor on the farm regardless of the decree could not be found. 


weather; 


inhuman manner" without cause or provocation; 


e threats to cut her throat with a knife; 


e fed only bread and water and forbidden to sit at the same table with Jesse. 

Elizabeth further alleges she and Jesse lived together continuously until the last straw 
apparently occurred on 21 May 1847 when Jesse ordered her to "get on her knees before him" 
where he commenced whipping her with a cowhide across her back, arms and hips to the point she 
believed her life was endangered, then forced her to sleep in the barn that night. After this, she left 
the home. 

In other proceedings, Elizabeth claims she did not sign the ante-nuptial contract, was not made 
aware of its contents, and that it was obtained by fraud. She alleges Jesse told her he had drawn 
up an instrument to satisfy his children with respect to his pending marriage and that the 
instrument would not affect her rights. Based on that representation, she did not object to it and 
Jesse signed it on her behalf. 

Jesse's answer to Elizabeth's Bill paints a different picture of their marriage. He denied all of her 
allegations of cruel treatment and alleged that because of the 30-year difference in their ages, 
Elizabeth was essentially a gold digger — doing everything in her power to make their lives unhappy 
so she would have reason to divorce him and, through nullifying the ante-nuptial contract, get a 
part of his estate for which she is not entitled. 

Elizabeth and Jesse's divorce was apparently granted before 25 Apr 1848 as on that date, Jesse 
married Elizabeth Hyatt in Ripley County, Indiana. 


° Figure 2.5. Elizabeth Cole;z Bill of Complaint for Divorce. 

10 Figure 2.6. Jesse Cole Answer to Bill of Complaint for Divorce. 

11 "Indiana, U.S., Compiled Marriages, 1802-1850," database index, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui- 
content/view/75155:2087 ?ssrc=pt&tid=83705163&pid=292106305485 : accessed 22 Oct 2021). 
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Elizabeth's Post-Divorce Life!?:? 

After Elizabeth left Jesse in May 1847, she lived with brother John,j4] and his family in Shelby 
Township, Jefferson County, Indiana as she is listed with the family in the 1850 census. At this 
time, John was an active member of West Fork Baptist Church, which was located in Ripley County, 
Indiana about a mile north of his farm. Elizabeth was received into church membership by relation 
on 26 Feb 1848 and was dismissed by letter on 19 Aug 1854. I have been unable to find a 
definitive record of Elizabeth after 1854, nor have I found her in the 1860 census; therefore, I 
cannot say whether or not she had passed away prior to the 1860 census or had remarried to an as 


yet unknown man. 


Final Thoughts 
Before leaving Elizabeth, a few twists to her story need to be put to rest. Sometimes while 
researching an individual in our family tree, we find family genealogies of an individual purported 
to be our person of interest because they have the same name, are living in the correct location 
and are the correct age to be our person of interest yet, upon deeper research, we discover that 
history is ascribed to the wrong person. Such is the case with Elizabeth and in these cases, it is 
prudent to thoroughly explain why the history ascribed to our person of interest is not correct, lest 
future researchers make the same mistakes. The following proof argument dispels the following 
incorrect claims about our Elizabeth found in some family histories: 
e the Elizabeth Roberts who married Jesse Cole is a daughter of a George Roberts, also of 
Ripley County, Indiana; 
e Elizabeth was a bigamist, marrying other men in Ripley County while still married to Jesse 
Cole; and 


e the Elizabeth and Jesse Cole divorce was the first divorce recorded in Ripley County. 


Question 1. Is Edward Roberts's;1; daughter, Elizabeth;2), the correct spouse of Jesse 
Cole? 
Answer. Yes. 

Edward's 26 Dec 1826 will names each of his children by first name only. In pertinent part, his 
will states: "First, I will and bequeath unto my Daughter Elizabeth, one dollar" then identifies Rosy 
as his wife and lists the names of his other eight children. The Order of Distribution of Edward's 
estate during the Nov 1831 term of the Ripley County Probate Court distributed one dollar to 
Elizabeth Co/e and $14.62 to Edward's other children, except Zachariahys}.14 


12 See Figure 4.7. 1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
13 Figure 2.7. West Fork Baptist Church - Elizabeth Colej2; Admission & Dismission. 
14 See Figure 1.13. Edward Robertsy1) Will and Figure 1.18. Edward Robertsy1; Probate - Order of Distribution 
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From this order of distribution, we can conclude Elizabeth married someone named "Cole" prior 
to the Nov 1831 Court term. We know Elizabeth's marriage to Jesse Cole took place 27 Oct 1825. 


The divorce papers of Elizabeth and Jesse Cole also help shed some light. 

A. On 22 Oct 1825, Elizabeth Roberts and Jesse Cole entered into an ante-nuptial contract. 
Witnesses to the contract were Edward Roberts, John Demaree, and Zachariah Roberts. 
Elizabeth's brother, Edwards}, would have been too young in 1825 to sign a legal document, 
but her father Edwardr1) was still alive. Elizabeth's brother Zachariahts} was just coming of 
age to have been able to sign a legal document. 

B. On 11 Aug 1847, Elizabeth filed for divorce from Jesse in Ripley County, Indiana, after 
having left him on 21 May 1847. As part of the proceedings, subpoenas were issued to a 
number of individuals connected to Elizabeth. 

e One was issued to "John Roberts and wife," who resided in Jefferson County, 
Indiana. Elizabeth's brother Johnya and his wife Jane (Salyers) Roberts were living in 
Jefferson County for the 1850 census, so the subpoena could be for Elizabeth's 
brother and sister-in-law. 

e Another subpoena was issued to "Isaac Christie and wife," who resided in Ripley 
County. Elizabeth's nephew, William Roberts;i1] was married to Sarah Christie. Her 
father Isaac Christie and his wife were living in Ripley County for both the 1840 and 
1850 census. 

C. Other surnames identified in the divorce records are known to be associated with this 
Roberts family through marriages — Christie, Demaree, Miles, and Salyers. 

Census records also help. In the 1850 census for Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 
we find an Elizabeth Cole living in the same household as Johny4] and Jane (Salyers) Roberts. Based 
on Edward Roberts'sj1) will and probate, we can conclude this Elizabeth Cole must be John's sister. 

Now, let's turn our attention to Jesse's will. His will was written 26 Oct 1853 and makes the 
following pronouncement: "I give unto that unfortunate woman who Eloped from me, formerly 
Elizabeth Roberts five Dollars to buy her a good Bible that she may learn the truth and value of 
truth and Virtue and her duty to God and man." This clearly shows Jesse's former wife's maiden 
name is Elizabeth Roberts. 

Given that we have established the following: 

e Edward Roberts's probate records identify a daughter Elizabeth Cole; 
e the divorce proceedings identify a number of individuals associated with our Elizabeth 

(either by direct relation or surnames associated with the family via marriage); 

e an Elizabeth Cole is living with John Roberts;4] and family in 1850; and 


e Jesse's will acknowledges his former wife's maiden name as Elizabeth Roberts; 
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I believe we can reach... 
CONCLUSION #1: Elizabeth Roberts,2}, daughter of Edward Roberts, is the correct spouse for Jesse 


Cole. 


Question 2. Was Elizabeth married to multiple men? 


Answer. No. 


A search of the Indiana State Library's online database of marriages up to 1850 for "Elizabeth 
Roberts" found only one to a man with the surname Cole - Jesse Cole on 24 Oct 1825 in Ripley 
County. This is the marriage for our Elizabeth Roberts;2}. There were three other marriages listed in 
Ripley County for an Elizabeth Roberts: 1° 

A. Matthew Markland on 26 Dec 1826 

B. Gideon Johnson on 1 Oct 1836 

C. Reason Shook on 2 May 1837 

The records for these marriages do not identify the fathers of the bride or any additional clues 
as to who the fathers might be. The record for the Matthew Markland marriage is only the license; 
it does not have a return showing the marriage took place. Most researchers likely assume the 
Elizabeth Roberts who married Jesse Cole and these three men are all the same individual; 
however, this can be dispelled for at least one of them. 

The Elizabeth Roberts who is a daughter of George Roberts is identified in George's 15 Oct 1844 
will as Elizabeth Markland. Here, George's daughter's last name reflects the 26 Dec 1826 license 
for Elizabeth Roberts and Matthew Markland. If our Elizabeth Roberts married Jesse Cole in Oct 
1825 and George's Elizabeth married Matthew Markland in Dec 1826, this certainly raises doubts 
about any definitive conclusion that it is our Elizabeth Roberts who married Jesse Cole, Matthew 
Markland, Gideon Johnson, and Reason Shook. *® 

What are we to make of Jesse's statement in his will that Elizabeth eloped from him? One 
meaning of "elope" is "to run away from one's husband with a lover." This definition fits with the 
belief Elizabeth was married to multiple men while married to Jesse. As will be shown, however, I 
think the evidence clearly favors definition #2 - "to slip away: ESCAPE."!” 

A. Elizabeth's Bill of Complaint alleges she and Jesse "continued to live together until the 21st 


day of May 1847" when Elizabeth left the home. Jesse did not dispute this in his answer. Since 


15 "Indiana Marriages Through 1850" (https://digital.statelib.lib.in.us/legacy/search.aspx?index=3; accessed 18 Dec 2021). 
Copies of the marriage records received 8 Jul 2019 from Alice Winslow, Librarian, Genealogy Division, Indiana State Library. 
16 Will of George Roberts. "Indiana, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1798-1999," database with images, Ancestry, 
(https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/9045/007646283_00025?pid=719580 : accessed 18 Dec 2021), Ripley > Will 
Records, Vol B 1839-1862; Will Records Vol C, 1862-1877 > Images 61 & 62 of 524. 

17 Merriam-Webster online, Definition of elope, definitions 1b and 2 (https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/elope, 
accessed 18 Dec 2021). Also, see "The Changing Meaning of 'Elope,'" Merriam Webster online, https://www.merriam- 
webster.com/words-at-play/read-this-before-you-elope, accessed 1 Sep 2019. "Elope's meaning is shifting towards 'a small 
destination wedding’ whereas it used to mean 'to runaway and secretly get married,’ and before that 'for a married woman 
to runaway with a new lover,’ and even before that it just meant 'to escape or runaway' without the romantic context." 
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it would have been nearly impossible for Elizabeth and Jesse to "continue[] to live together" 
had she married three other men while still married to Jesse, I believe the evidence shows the 
Elizabeth Roberts's who married Matthew Markland in 1826, Gideon Johnson in 1836, and 
Reason Shook in 1837 is not the daughter of Edward Robertsy1). 


B. Elizabeth's Bill of Complaint alleges many years of abuse by Jesse. The last straw was 
apparently the use of a cow hide on her on 21 May 1847, after which she left the home. We 
next find Elizabeth living with her brother Johnja and his wife in Jefferson County in the 1850 
census, under the name Elizabeth Cole. 
The alleged abuse perpetrated against Elizabeth seems to be a perfect justification for her 

"to slip away" or to "escape" from Jesse. The fact she is still identified as Cole in the 1850 
census gives credence to the thought she did not marry at any time between May 1847 and the 
1850 census, and thus did not "elope" in the traditional sense of running away to get married 
or running away with a new lover. 
C. Nothing in Jesse's answer to Elizabeth's Bill of Complaint alleges she left him for another 
man or married other men while married to him. If he believed this to be true, one would think 
he would have made that allegation in his answer. 
D. Jesse states in his will that Elizabeth "eloped from" [emphasis added] him, rather than 
having eloped with another man. His use of the word "from" in this context more strongly 
suggests "elope" has the meaning of "slip away" or "escape" from him, rather than running 
away "with a lover." 

From this evidence, I believe we can reach... 

CONCLUSION #2: Elizabeth Roberts did not marry multiple men while married to Jesse. 


Question 3. Was the Jesse and Elizabeth Cole divorce in 1847 the first divorce in Ripley 
County? 
Answer. No. The first was granted in 1819 to "Jesse Cold."!® 


18 Figure 2.8. Excerpt from History and Directory of Ripley County. 
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Figure 2.1 


Elizabeth Roberts,2] & Jesse Cole Marriage Record 


Received 8 Jul 2019 from Indiana State Library, 315 W Ohio St, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Original source: Ripley County, Indiana, Clerk of Circuit Courts; Marriage Records of Ripley County, Indiana; 
Film #1311944; Item 1, Book 1: July 1818-Nov 1834. 


Transcript 


On the 24th day of October 1825 Jesse Cole made application and obtained a marriage license to 
be joined in the holy estate of matrimony to Elizabeth Roberts. 


I John Mauity a licensed preacher in the Christian Church do hereby certify that on the 27th day of 
October 1825 I Joined in marriage Jesse Cole and Elizabeth Roberts. 


Given under my hand this day above. 


John Mauity, Preacher 
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Figure 2.2 (2 pages) 
Elizabeth Roberts;2; — Jesse Cole Ante-nuptial Contract 
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Received 2 Aug 2019 from Ripley County Historical Society, 125 N. Washington St., Versailles, Indiana. 
Identified as loose records from a Civil Records file folder. 
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Transcript 


Whereas there is a Marriage Contemplated, and agreed on, by and Between Jesse Cole of Ripley 
County, and State of Indiana, and Elezebeth Roberts, of Said County and Said State, and Before 
the Same Does Take Effect, the intended Parties to the Said Marriage have and do Come, to the 
Mutial following agreement, (to wit) That all the Estate real, Personal, & mixed which is owned by & 
Belonging to the Said Elezebeth Roberts, Shall be injoyed by them as Man & wife, During the 
Coverture, For their Mutial Support & the Support & Comfort of their Family, But Should the Said 
Elezebeth be the longest liver, (it is agreed She Shall Receive in lieu of Dower, & thirds of his 
Personal Estate, That Property only, which She brings with her in Marriage,) Provided however also 
that, Nothing herein Contained Shall be so Construed as to Debar or Provent the Said Cole from 
making Such Distribution of his Estate by last will or otherwise, as he may Choose or think Proper 
Not inconsistant with the Foregoing agreement 


In Witness whereof the Said Jesse Cole & Elezebeth Roberts have hereunto Set their hands & Seals 
this 22nd day of October 1825. 


Signed by Jesse Cole and Elizabeth Roberts 


Witnessed by Edward Roberts, John Demaree, Zachariah Roberts 


State of Indiana 
Ripley County 


Before me Conrad Overturf Recorder of Ripley County Personally appeared Jesse Cole one of the 
signors of the foregoing instrument and acknowledged the same to be his act and Deed also 
personally appeared before me Edward Roberts one of the subscribing witnesses to the same and 
being duly sworn deposeth and saith that he saw Elizabeth Roberts sign and seal the same as her 
act and deed. 


Given under my hand and seal this 24 day of Oct 1825. 


Signed: C. Overturf, Recorder 


Exhibit A 


State of Indiana 
Ripley County 


Before me Conrad Overturf Recorder of Ripley County personally appeared Zachariah Roberts one 
of the subscribing witnesses to the foregoing instrument who being duly sworn deposeth and saith 
that he saw Elizabeth Roberts sign and seal the foregoing instrument and heard her acknowledge 
the same to be her voluntary act. Given under my hand and seal this 2nd day of March AD 1826. 


Signed: C. Overturf, Recorder 
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Figure 2.3 
Elizabeth Ann (Cole) Jones Death Certificate 
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"Michigan, U.S., Death Records, 1867-1952," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_354821-01301?pId=3434665 : 
accessed 23 Oct 2021), Certificates, 1897-1920 > 174:Shiawassee-Washtenaw, 1912 > Image 1302 of 3233. 
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Figure 2.4 (2 pages) 
1840 United States Federal Census - Johnson Township, Ripley County, Indiana 
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"United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8057/images/4410757_00239?pId=2037756 : accessed 
23 Oct 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Johnson > Image 23 & 24 of 28. 
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Figure 2.5 (8 pages) 
Elizabeth Cole;2) Bill of Complaint for Divorce 
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Received 2 Aug 2019 from Ripley County Historical Society, 125 N. Washington St., Versailles, Indiana 
Identified as loose records from a Civil Records file folder. 
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Transcript 


No effort was made to correct spelling, punctuation, or grammar from that shown in the original 
documents. Underscores without text [i.e. " "] denote illegible text. Text followed by "(?)" 
[e.g. "bord(?)"] shows where my transcription of the text is questionable. Text with deste 
strikethreugs denotes text that was struck in the original but was legible enough to be transcribed. 


In the Circuit Court of the County of Ripley & State of Indiana, at The September Term AD 1847. 
To the honorable Judge of the Circuit Court of the County & State aforesaid in 


Humbly complaining your oratrix Elisabeth Cole would Show unto your honors that She now is & 
has been for the last ten &#eat¥ years a resident of the County of Ripley and State of Indiana. 


And that heretofore to wit on the 27th day of October 1825 at the County & State aforesaid She 
was lawfully married to one Jesse Cole who is at this time a resident of the County & State 
aforesaid & whom your oratrix prays may be made a defendant to this her bill of complaint. 


And that shortly after your oratrix was maried as aforesaid the Said Jesse & your oratrix 
went to keeping house together and so continued to live together until the 21 day of May 1847. 
during all which time your oratrix at all times demeaned herself towards the Said Jesse Cole as a 
good & dutiful wife treating him the Said Jesse in a kind & affectionate maner hoping in return to 
evict from the Said Jesse like kind & affectionate treatment. but your oratrix charges the 
truth to be that sat the Said Jesse Cole Soon after he was maried to your oratrix commenced a 
course of the most cruel & inhuman treatment ever adopted by a man towards his wife. 


That in about nine months after your oratrix was maried to the Said Jesse, he the Said Jesse 
without any Just Cause or pravication whiped & abused your oratrix in an uncosanable & in human 
manner. And that the Said Jesse did frequently & as often as once in Each week from the time he 
commenced his cruel treatment towards your oratrix until the 2ist day of May 1847 whip Strike 
beat & bruise your oratrix having bruises scars & wounds upon your oratrix which ware of Such 
Size & magnitude as to impair her health & ensure life a burthen to her. 


And that on or about the 2ist day of May 1847 the Said Jesse Cole without any Just Cause or 
provocation ordered your oratrix to get on her knees before him which order was obeyed by your 
oratrix when upon her knees the Said Jesse with a cow-hide then commenced whipping your 
oratrix on and across the neck back arms & hips and did whip your oratrix until her #fe-vas health 
was much impaired & even her life indangered. And that after he had thus cruelly whiped & 

your oratrix he the Said Jessi drove your oratrix out of his house & She was compeled to lay in the 
Barn by her Self all night. 


and your oratrix would further Show and charge the truth to be that the Said Jesse at different 
times whet his knife and threatened to cut your oratrix throat and that he became so that 
your oratrix life was in danger to longar live with the Said Jesse as his treatment towards her 
became more and more cruel & inhuman. 
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Your oratrix further charges that though the Said Jesse was and able to help if 
necessary yet the Said Jesse required & compeled your oratrix to labour out in the field in all the 
different branches of farming to cut & & feed his horse in cold & hot weather & under 
all circumstances, and That during all the time that your oratrix was required to labour in that 
barbaric(?) maner She was not permitted to eat at the Same table with the Said Jesse but was 
compeled to live upon bread meat & water. And that during the whole time your oratrix lived with 
the Said Jesse his treatment towards her was barbarous, cruel, & inhuman more like the treatment 
of a tyrant than a man. And that from the cruel treatment of the Said Jesse your oratrix has been 
compeled to abandon forever the bed & bord of the Said Jesse and has been thrown upon the cold 
Charities of the World without any means of Support Except her labour with her health impaired by 
Such Cruel treatment. 


And your oratrix will further €8@ege Show and charge that the Said Jesse Cole is the owner & 
possessed of a large Real & personal Estate, consisting in part as follows to wit 


7 head of horses worth $250.00 
17 head of cattle worth $100.00 
21 head of (sheep?) worth 21.00 
25 head of hogs worth 75.00 
1000 bushels corn worth 300.00 
100 bushels wheat worth 100.00 
2 wagons worth 100.00 
plows gears & farming utentials 100.00 
house hold & kitchin furniture 250.00 
Cash on hand and on deposit 5000.00 
Many loaned notes & accounts 5000.00 


Amounting in all of personal property =———¥+##e including cash on hand Accounts & notes 
owned by the Said Cole to the Sum of $11296.00. 


And that the Said Jesse Cole holds & is the owner ¢€ in fee of the following described real Estate to 
wit: The North half of the South West quarter of Section twenty Township 7 Range Eleven Eighty 
Acres. Allso the North East fourth of the North East quarter of Section thirty three Township Seven 
Range Ten forty acres. Allso the South West fourth of the North West quarter of Section twenty 
Township Six Range Ten forty acres. Allso the West half of the North East Quarter of Section 
twenty Township Six Range Ten Eighty acres. Allso the West half of the South East quarter of 
Section twenty Township Six Range Ten Eighty Acres. Allso the South West fourth of the North 
West quarter of Section twenty two Township Six Range ten forty acres. Allso the East part of the 
North East quarter Section twenty one Township Six Range ten twenty acres. Allso the West half of 
the South West quarter of Section twenty Township Seven Range ten Eighty Acres. Allso the West 
half of the South West quarter Section three Township Six Range ten Eight Acres. Allso the North 
East quarter of the South West quarter of Section twenty Township Seven Range ten. forty acres. 
Allso the West half of the South East quarter of Section twenty Township Seven Range ten. Eighty 
Acres. Allso the South East fourth of the South East quarter of Section Seventeen Township Six 
Range Ten forty Acres. Allso the South West quarter of the South West quarter of Section 
Seventeen Township Six Range ten, forty Acres. Nertk-est Allso the North West fourth of the 
South West quarter of Section Twenty one Township Six Range ten, forty Acres. Consisting in all of 
Said land Situate in the County of Ripley & State of Indiana to Seven hundred and Eighty Acres. 
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And also the following described land Situate in the County of Ripte¥ Marion And State of Indiana to 
wit the North East quarter of Section Seven Township fifteen Range three. And also the South East 
qr of Section Seven Township fifteen Range Three, making the whole amount of lands owned and 
described as aforesaid Eleven hundred acres. 


And your oratrix swears & charges that the land owned by the Said Jesse Cole Situate in the 
County of Ripley and State of Indiana is worth Seven thousand dollars, and that the Said lands 
Situate in Marion County State of Indiana is worth Ten thousand dollars. total Value of lands 
described Seventeen Thousand dollars. Total Value of property both real & personal including 
Money notes & accounts. Twenty Eight thousand & twenty nine dollars. 


And your oratrix further Shows & charges that the Said Jesse Cole is the owner of other lands 
Situate in Jennings, Shelby & Bartholomew Counties & in other Counties in this State the 
description of which is not known. 


Therefore in as much as your oratrix is by the Strict rules of the comon law or court and 
only in this honorable Court may it please your honor to cause the Said Jesse Cole to be 

made defendant to this her bill of complaint. And that he be compeled to make out & file a 

Schedule Sworn to by him of all his property both real & personal describing the Same 


1st how much money on hand and on deposit. 
2nd how much money is due him upon Bonds Bills notes & accounts. 
3d By whom Said money is owed when due and whether the Same is drawing interest or not. 


4th The amount of personal property by him owned consisting in part of Sheep, hogs, Cattle, 
horses, Wheat rye oats, Corn, hay house hold & kitchen furniture & farming utentrols. 


5th A full & complete description of all the lands by him owned on the 21st day of May 1847 and 
by him now owned in fee or otherwise Showing in what County or State the Same is Situate & the 
Number of acres in Each County & State. 


6th The amount & Value of improvements upon Said Land. 
7th The fair Market Value of Said Land. 


And that upon his Corporal oath he be compeled to State & disclose whether Since the 21st day of 
May 1847 he has Sold or transfered any of the lands owned by him at that time & allso whether he 
has bargained Sold or transfered any notes Bills Bonds Accounts or obligations for the payment of 
money or property or has paid over to any one any money Since the Said 21st day of May 1847 
and if so to whom Such Sale, transfer or payment was made, when it was made & for what 
purposes the Same was made & what was the Consideration. 


And that he be compeled upon his corporal oath to a full true and complete answer make to Each 
and Every alligation in this her bill of complaint So far as relates to his money property and Effects 
as fully & completly as though the same were here put by way of Special interogotory. Ameétsat 
per 
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And that your honor, by a decree of your honorable Court Divorce your oratrix & render nul & Void 
the Marriage Contract heretofore Existing between your oratrix & the Said Jesse Cole. 


And that by a decree of your honorable Court you Compell the Said Jesse Cole to pay to your 
oratrix the gross Sum of ten thousand dollars as allimony. 


And that upon a final hearing of the Cause your honor will grat your oratrix Such other further & 
diferant relief as to you may Seem Just & right in the primises. And your oratrix prays the gracious 
writ of Subpeonia &c. 


Signatories are: 


Elisabeth Cole 
Isaiah W. Robinson, her solicitor 
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Figure 2.6 (3 pages) 


Jesse Cole Answer to Bill of Complaint for Divorce 


Kae 


Received 2 Aug 2019 from Ripley County Historical Society, 125 N. Washington St., Versailles, Indiana. 
Identified as loose records from a Civil Records file folder. 
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Transcript 


No effort was made to correct spelling, punctuation, or grammar from that shown in the original 
documents. Underscores without text [i.e. " "] denote illegible text. Text followed by "(?)" 
[e.g. "bord(?)"] shows where my transcription of the text is questionable. Text with deste 
strikethreuge denotes text that was struck in the original but was legible enough to be transcribed. 


The answer of Jesse Cole to the bill of complaint of Elizabeth Cole in the Ripley Circuit Court. 


This respondant answering said Bill reserving all exceptions to the manifold errors, insufficiencies & 
imperfections therein contained, answers & says, that all the allegations in said Bill contained of 
cruel treatment of this Defendant to the Complainant are utterly false & untrue, but on the contrary 
he has always behaved toward the Complainant as an affectionate husband ought to do, & he 
further answering says that owing to the disparity in their ages, this defendant being her senior in 
age by about Thirty years, he being at this time in his 76 years, the said Complainant has taken 
every means in her power by her improper conduct towards this defendant to make their lives 
unhappy & get some for leaving him & obtaining a dissolution of their marriage eernteect 
relations. 


He further shows that prior to their marriage, a contract was entered into between them, a copy of 
which is made Exhibit (A) hereto, and that by the terms of said ante-nuptial agreement, the said 
Elizabeth would not be entitled, on the death of this defendant, to any portion of his Estate, and 
that knowing that fact, the said Complainant works by this proceeding to obtain from this 
Defendant a portion of his Estate, which she would otherwise have no legal right to ask or demand 
- That by said Contract she was entitled only to a maintainance during their coverture from this 
defendant of no more & for no longer time. And he submits to the Court that if the Complainant 
shall succeed in obtaining her divorce she has no right or claim to anything now than such 
maintainence so long as she & defendant both live & he calls by way of bill on the 
Complainant to answer & admit or deny the making of the aforesaid ante nuptial contract. 


And in answer to the charges and interrogatories as to his Estate, he answers that to the best of 
his judgment & belief his personal Estate, including cash on hand, notes & other evidences of debt, 
stocks, grains, household property & other articles of property is worth from $1000 to $1500, and 
no greater sum. 


That he has 740 acres or thereabouts of land situate in this County worth about $3000. That only 
100 acres or thereabouts of said land is improved and the annual rent thereof is worth only $100 


or thereabouts. 


He has 240 acres or thereabouts situate in Jennings County worth $1000, about 40 acres of which 
is improved and annual rent worth about $40. 


He has 320 acres of Land or thereabout situate in Marion County worth $3200, about 15 or so 
acres of which is cleared and the rent thereof is only sufficient to pay the taxes. 
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He further states that he has dependent upon him for support, a son who is deaf & dumb, about 30 
years of age now on a visit to his brother in the State of Missouri & whom he shortly expects at 
home. Also a son about 8 years of age dependent upon him for support and and education - Also 
another son who had his skull punctured a great many years since &arat#¥ who with his family 
containing in all with a widowed daughter & her children eleven persons & for whom this defendant 
is necessarily compelled to render a good deal of aid & assistance as to enable them to get 
along in the world. 


He further states that he has #e=sees not any real Estate situate in any other County or Counties, 
State or States and that the lands herein above mentioned are all he now owns or has owned at 


any time since the commencement of this suit. 


He further states that he has not parted with or dispensed of any of his personal Estate since 
commencement of this suit so as to lessen the amount or value thereof. 


Jesse Cole on his oath says that the foregoing answer as to his property is true as he verily 
believes. 
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Figure 2.7 


West Fork Baptist Church — Elizabeth Cole,2] Admission & Dismission 
A. 26 Feb 1848 - Received by relation 
B. 19 Aug 1854 - Dismissed by letter 


lo tng” “Pitti 


"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128. 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 
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Figure 2.8 
Excerpt from History and Directory of Ripley County 


” 72. HISTORY OF RIPLEY COUNTY. 
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318.—Bear Creek Baptist Church was organized at Friendship 
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iat, 


Jerman, Ed. C., History and Directory of Ripley County, Containing the Names, Occupations and Postoffice 
Address of Every Voter in the County, the Most Complete County History Ever Published, the Biographies of 
Prominent Men, Together with Other Features of Interest. 1888. Indiana State Library Digital Collections, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

(https://indianamemory.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p1819coll6, Indiana Historical 

Print Collection > Ripley > History and Directory of Ripley County > image 41 of 66 : accessed 14 Feb 2022). 
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Appendix 2.1 


Biographical Sketch of Henry Clay Cole 


Henry Clay Cole has an interesting story. He was born 
in Ripley County, Indiana in 1838 and was in the Union 
Army Medical Corps during the Civil War. He was 
described as having a picturesque personality with a tall, 
graceful build, lustrous eyes, and a magnificent beard in 
which he took great pride. He dressed faultlessly in the 
best clothes, wore an appropriate ornamentation of 
jewelry and was a man of fascination among women. His 
personality was described as determined and desperate, 
and would shoot if he so decided, which instilled a level of 
fear among others. His friendships were loyal and 


undying, but he also had the bitterest of enemies. In 


private, however, he was described as kind and mild- 


Henry Clay Cole 
From The Kokomo (IN) Tribune 


Immediately after the war he arrived in Kokomo, Indiana 11 Mar 2017. 


mannered as a man could be. 


and established a medical practice. In 1866, he shot and killed Chambers Allen as Allen was 
leaving the Kokomo post office, a man whom he believed was involved with his first wife, Nellie. 
After learning of the possible involvement, Henry wrote Allen a letter, warning him to stay away 
from Kokomo or he would meet his death. Henry was subsequently acquitted of murder by reason 
of "emotional insanity." His attorney in the trial was Senator D. W. Voorhees. In 1873, he was 
accused of seducing a local woman and performing an abortion on her, but was acquitted. In 1879, 
a barn near Kokomo burned and a charred body was discovered in the ashes. Rumors circulated 
that Henry had done it to conceal another of his abortions, but he was never charged. He had also 
been accused of robbery and poisoning a horse, but again was never charged. The Secret Service 
had also apparently been watching him as a suspected counterfeiter, but no charges were ever 
filed. Henry had many enemies, and he believed them to be the authors of all "these vile slanders" 
against him. 

In May 1881, he became the sixth mayor of Kokomo, Indiana and in September of that same 
year, was shot and killed by a posse while allegedly robbing the Spring Mills grist mill in 
preparation for burning the mill down. Many in town apparently believed he was not at the mill to 
steal or burn it down. There are a number of discrepancies in the account of the posse and 
townspeople who arrived on the scene after the shooting. There was enough doubt in the 


community that the posse was indicted; however, the case was dismissed for lack of evidence. 
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Sources: 


1. 


oO ee 


Morrow, Jackson, History of Howard County, Indiana, Vol. I, B. F. Bowen & Company, Indianapolis, 1909, 
pp. 292-295 (https://archive.org/details/historyofhowardcOimorr : accessed 18 Dec 2021). 

The Indianapolis (IN) News, 22 Sep 1881, pg. 2 (newspapers.com). 

The Richmond (IN) Item, 16 Nov 1881, pg. 3 (newspapers.com). 

The Kokomo (IN) Tribune, 30 Oct 1950, Part IV, pg. 4 (newspapers.com). 

The Kokomo (IN) Tribune, 12 Oct 1975, pg. 12 (newspapers.com). 

The Kokomo (IN) Tribune, 19 Oct 1975, pg. 10 (newspapers.com). 

The Kokomo (IN) Tribune, 31 Mar 1994, pg. 5 (newspapers.com). 


The Kokomo (IN) Tribune, 11 Mar 2017 (https://www.kokomotribune.com/news/local_news/shot-dead- 
the-strangemurderous-saga-of-kokomo-mayor-dr/article_e2b81202-05e4-11e7-9800-4ba91b3a5b2b.html 
: accessed 21 Sep 2019). 
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3. SARAH (b. 22 Aug 1802, d. 13 Jan 1884) 

Birth: 22 Aug 1802 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 

Marriage & children: 6 Jul 1826 to William Miles in Ripley County, Indiana (b. abt. 1805 in 
Kentucky; d. aft. 8 Aug 1850). 


Willis Miles 

o b. 17 Aug 1827 in Jefferson County, Indiana. 

o m. 21 Mar 1855 to Ellen Lucinda Warner in Dane County, Wisconsin (b. 26 Jul 1836 in 
Vermont; d. 28 Aug 1890 in Janesville, Rock County, Wisconsin). 

o d. 22 Sep 1892 in Janesville, Rock County, Wisconsin. 

Enos Miles 

o b. 2 Aug 1833 in Indiana, likely Jefferson or Switzerland County. 

o m. abt. 1859 to Adelia Coleman in Illinois, likely Marshall County (b. abt. 1842 in 
Illinois; d. id) 

o d. 6 Mar 1864 in Minonk, Woodford County, Illinois. 

Martha Ann Miles 

o b. 16 Jul 1838 in Indiana, likely Jefferson or Switzerland County. 

o m. abt. 1855 to Oscar Willard Warner in Wisconsin, probably Rock County (b. 22 Jun 
1835 in St. Johnsbury, Caledonia County, Vermont; d. 7 Feb 1863 in Nicholasville, 
Jessamine County, Kentucky). 

o d. 21 Dec 1932 in Rock Port, Athison County, Missouri. 

Edward R. Miles 

o b. 31 Aug 1844 in Missouri. 

o mdi. 22 Aug 1864 to Adelia Coleman in Illinois, likely Marshall County (b. abt. 1842 in 
Illinois; d._ sid) 

o m2. 28 Aug 1893 to Laura C. Hensley in Independence, Montgomery County, Kansas (b. 
30 Mar 1857 in Indiana; d. 3 Nov 1925 in Washington, Franklin County, Pennsylvania). 

o d. 22 Jan 1902 in Bolton, Cowley County, Kansas. 

Possibly four additional children 

o Two males b. 1826-1830 and one male b. 1835-1840. 

o One female b. 1835-1840. 


Death: 13 Jan 1884 in Janesville, Rock County, Wisconsin. 


Sarah is the second child of Edward,1; and Rosy (Stewart) Roberts. She was born 22 Aug 1802 


in Kentucky, likely in Clark County as this is where her parents were married and living at the time. 


83 


The Roberts family is reflected in the 1810 Clark County census, with Sarah enumerated as one of 
the females under 10 years of age.*? 

e White males < 10 - 2 (John S.,4j, Zachariahys)) 

e White males 26-44 - 1 (Edwardy1)) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Elizabeth,2)], Sarahy3}, possibly Mariahyey) 

e White females 26-44 - 1 (Rosy) 

In 1819, Elizabeth's father purchased 160 acres of land in Ripley County, Indiana under the 
Land Act of 1796 and the family then migrated to that County. The 1820 Ripley County census 
shows the family had grown to nine, with Sarah enumerated as one of the females in the 17-26 
year old range.*4 

e White males < 10 - 3 (Zachariahts], Edward;s}, and Elijahy1o}) 

e White males 10-16 - 1 (John S.j4)) 

e White males > 45 - 1 (Edwardj1)) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Mariahje), Maranda;7j, Maryjs)) 

e White females 17-26 - 2 (Elizabeth,2}, Sarahy3)) 

e White females 26-45 - 1 (Rosy) 

On 6 Jul 1826, Sarah and William Miles were married in Ripley County, Indiana by James 
Christie, Justice of the Peace. As with many of this generation of Robertses, she joined the West 
Fork Baptist Church, sometime prior to Jan 1829. Soon after their marriage, Sarah and William 
began building their family. I have been able to confirm four children born to the family; however, 
census records suggest that William and Sarah may have had up to eight.*® 

By 1830, the Miles family had moved to Jefferson County, Indiana, where the census shows five 
individuals in the household:7 

e White males < 5 - 3 (Willis and two unknown males) 

e White males 20-29 - 1 (William) 

e White females 20-29 - 1 (Sarahy3}) 

By 1840, the family had migrated to Switzerland County, Indiana where it appears Sarah and 
William's family had expanded to seven children — five boys and two girls. This census also notes 
that one member of the family, likely William, was employed in agriculture, suggesting the family 
was living on a farm.® 

e White males < 5 - 1 (Unknown male) 

e White males 5-9 - 1 (Enos) 


1 See Figure 3.12. Sarah (Roberts) Miles;3; Death Registration. 

? See Figure 1.9. 1810 United States Federal Census - Clark County, Kentucky. 

3 See Figure 1.10. Edward Robertsj1; 1819 Land Purchase, Ripley County, Indiana. 

4 See Figure 1.3. 1820 United States Federal Census - Ripley County, Indiana. 

> Figure 3.1. Sarah Roberts;3; & William Miles Marriage Record. 

6 Figure 3.2. West Fork Baptist Church - Names of Members Received from Constitution to January 1829. 
7 Figure 3.3. 1830 United States Federal Census - Jefferson County, Indiana. 

§ Figure 3.4. 1840 United States Federal Census - Switzerland County, Indiana. 
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e White males 10-14 - 3 (Willis and two unknown males) 

e White males 30-39 — William 

e White females < 5 —- 2 (Martha Ann and one unknown female) 

e White females 30-39 - 1 (Sarahys) 

Sarah and William's youngest child, Edward, was born 31 Aug 1844 in Missouri; however, I 
have not otherwise been able to place the family in that state. In any event, the 1850 census 
shows the family in Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana, where William and son Enos 
are engaged in farming, and son Willis is identified as a teacher. Based on the obituary for son, 
Edward, William passed away sometime after this census was enumerated on 8 Aug 1850. This, 
however, has not been verified by other records.?1° 

It appears soon after William's death, Sarah and her children moved to Janesville, Rock County, 
Wisconsin to live with Sarah's niece, Nancy (Shepherd) Warner, her husband Albert Otis Warner, 
and their family. This arrangement resulted in 
additional marriages within Sarah's family: 1112-43 

e Son Willis married Albert's sister, Ellen 

Lucinda Warner, on 21 Mar 1855. 
e Daughter Martha Ann married Albert's 
brother, Oscar Willard Warner, abt. 1855. 

Albert Warner enlisted in Company E, 22nd 
Regiment, Wisconsin Infantry for the Civil War 
and died 20 Aug 1864 in a field hospital during 
the Atlanta Campaign. Probably after Albert left 


for the war effort, Sarah moved in with her son, 
Willis, as she is shown in the 1870 and 1880 


Sarah (Roberts) Miles Headstone 


; : ; Al : Find a Grave, database and images 
census in Janesville with Willis and his (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/70522570/sar 
family 14,15,16 ah-miles : accessed 27 Oct 2021), memorial page for 
, Sarah Roberts Miles (1803-13 Jan 1884), Find a Grave 
; ! i : Memorial ID 70522570, citing Mount Pleasant 
According to Sarah's death registration, she Cemetery, Janesville, Rock County, Wisconsin, USA; 
passed away 13 Jan 1884 in Janesville due to Maintained by Vicki C. (contributor 46790005). 


Photograph added 28 May 2011 by Vicki C. 
chronic bronchitis. Funeral services were at her 


home at 1:00 pm on Tuesday, Jan 15th, officiated by Rev. Dr. Hodge of the Baptist church. Burial 


° Figure 3.5. Edward R. Miles Obituary. 

10 Figure 3.6. 1850 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

11 Nancy is a daughter of Sarah's sister, Mariahje. 

12 Figure 3.7. Willis Miles Obituary. 

13 Figure 3.8. 1860 United States Federal Census - Janesville, Rock County, Wisconsin. 

14 Figure 3.9. Burial Record for Albert Otis Warner. Also see Soldiers and Sailors Database, National Park Service, Record for 
Albert O. Warner (https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers-detail.htm?soldierld=02E433DD-DC7A-DF11-BF36- 
B8AC6F5D926A, accessed 25 Oct 2021). 

15 Figure 3.10. 1870 United States Federal Census - Janesville, Rock County, Wisconsin. 

16 Figure 3.11. 1880 United States Federal Census - Janesville, Rock County, Wisconsin. 
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was at the Mount Pleasant Cemetery in Janesville. Her obituary identifies her three surviving 


children: Willis, Martha Warner and Edward.'”18 


1” Figure 3.12. Sarah (Roberts) Miles;3; Death Registration. 
18 Figure 3.13. Sarah (Roberts) Miles3} Obituary and Burial Notice. 
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Figure 3.1 


Sarah Roberts;3) & William Miles Marriage Record 
PH De bP Late EBA A elias abet gra ced 
se KH skies? pa ae i 
a a ee Se 
Bee NS ay Pinhal EB Me een | 
S ye asta Lh consyesate rue | 
elaett te- s sogpareinca wee tuy Hae ae. “| 


Received 5 Oct 2020 from Indiana State Library, Genealogy Division, 315 West Ohio Street, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Original source: Marriage Records, Ripley County, Indiana, 1818-1922. Film #007730338. 
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Figure 3.2 


West Fork Baptist Church - Names of Members Received 
from Constitution to January 1829 


last a] 


2 » 


"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128. 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 
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Figure 3.3 (2 pages) 
1830 United States Federal Census - Jefferson County, Indiana 
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"1830 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8058/images/4410615_00244?pId=999065 : accessed 


25 Oct 2021), Indiana > Jefferson > Not Stated > Images 113 & 114 of 118. 
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Figure 3.4 (2 pages) 


1840 United States Federal Census - Switzerland County, Indiana. 
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"1840 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry, 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8057/images/4410616_00275?pId=2047790 : accessed 
25 Oct 2021), Indiana > Switzerland > Pleasant > Images 31 & 32 of 36. 
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Figure 3.5 
Edward R. Miles Obituary 
0 vpyvuvcu D 
a Obituary-Miles. Ji 


Dr. Edward Miles was born in Mis- | & 
souri, August 3lst, 1844. His parents | & 
moved to Indiana, where his father | !@ 
died when the son was six years old. | 8 
His mother removed with her children | §* 
1€ | to Wisconsin, where he lived until he 
n- | enlisted in the Civil war, in the Fifth 
n-| Wisconsin volunteers. He was mar- 
id | ried to Adelia Miles, August 22d, 1864, | }; 
in | and six children were vorn to them, 
or} four of whom are left to mourn their 
yeiloss. He came to La Fontaine, Kan- 
2d | sas in the winter of 1880-1 where he 
y8| practiced his profession. He was 
T-| married to Laura C. Collet, August 
Ir-| 28th, 1893, and in 1897 moved with 
as | his family to Bolton, where he con-| EF 
of} tinued in the practice of medicine | 0 
he | until his last illness at which time he | ¢' 
to| was serving as postmaster. He was | 2 


n-}taken ill with pneumonia January 
ny|17th, but his heart action was not 


m-| strong endugh tocarry him through | } 
as | and he died of heart failure on Jan-|§ 

uary 22d 1902. He leaves a widow || 

and two children who mourn their} 10 

great loss. Interment in the = j 
es | tery, at old Harrisonville. a 
ay} Mrs. Dr. Miles and children salginls a 
ot] us to return sincere thanks to the 
D&!/kind friends and neighbors for their 
°88 | great kindness and sympathy during | « 
ed | her husband’s illness and in their be- 
oo reavement. 


South Kansas Tribune (Independence, KS), 5 Feb 1902, pg. 3 (newspapers.com) 
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Figure 3.6 


1850 United States Federal Census — Pleasant Township, 
Switzerland County, Indiana 
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"1850 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8054/images/4192479_00010?pId=2358781 : accessed 
25 Oct 2021), Indiana > Switzerland > Pleasant > Image 5 of 54. 
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Figure 3.7 
Willis Miles Obituary 
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jr|AN OLD SETTLER CALLED HOME. | unt 

Willis Miles. aca 
of| willis Miles died at his home 305|_ 
3t- no\ 


Linn street at 5 o’clock Thursday af- | j,,, 
ternoon, aged sixty-five years. Mr. 
Miles was born in Jefferson county, | 
re-| Indiana. In 1850 he came to Wiscon- 
he | sin and settled on a farm in the town 
ly }of Janesville, where he resided until 
he was elected county treasurer, six- 
,of | teen years ago, when he moved to this 
ht|city. He held the office for twelve 
er,|consecutive years, being succeeded 
four years ago by the present incum- 
en | bent, A. D. Burdick. After retiring |). 
an |from office Mr. Miles engaged in the P 
ive | insurance business. Herbert Miles, an po 
adopted son, isthe only member of 
the family to survive, Mrs. Miles pre- 8) 
ity ceding her husband to the grave in| .¢ 
1890. A sister, Mrs. M. A. Warner, 
‘fof this city, and a brother, Edward 
Miles, of Kansas, are the only sur- 
sor | vivors of a family of fivechildren. Mr. |*" 
ng. | Miles had been in feeble health for a 
‘ass | score or more years, suffering from a 
throat and lung trouble. His last|7! 
sn’s| Sickness, however, was comparatively 
ent | brief, and few even of his most inti- 
ner-|mate friends realized that he was|bl 
really nearing his end. Mr. Miles was 
a quiet, unassuming man, a kind 
neighbor and ever ready to assist those 
in need. Honorable in his public and 
private business, he held the confid- 
; ence and esteem of all, and many 
tild- | homes in Rock county will be pained 
will] at learning of his death. He was a 
to-|member of All Souls congregation, 
will] from which church funeral services 
will be held on Saturday afternoon at 
‘the | 1:30 o’clock, 
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Figure 3.8 
1860 panes States procera! Census — Janesville, Rock County, Wisconsin 
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"1860 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7667/images/4300456_00356?pId=36243946 : accessed 
25 Oct 2021), Wisconsin > Rock > Janesville > Image 20 of 23. 
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Figure 3.9 
Burial Record for Albert Otis Warner 
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"U.S., Burial Registers, Military Posts and National Cemeteries, 1862-1960," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3135/images/40447_2421406259_0481- 
00612?pId=195567 : accessed 25 Oct 2021), Georgia > Miscellaneous Cemeteries > Image 565 of 951. 
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Figure 3.10 (2 pages) 
1870 United States Federal Census - Janesville, Rock County, Wisconsin 


(Miles family begins at the bottom of first page and continues to top of second page) 
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"1870 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7163/images/4268812_00024?pId=11608819 : accessed 
25 Oct 2021), Wisconsin > Rock > Janesville > Images 18 & 19 of 24. 
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Figure 3.11 
1880 United States Federal Census - Janesville, Rock County, Wisconsin 
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"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4244772-00398?pId=46289163 : accessed 
25 Oct 2021), Wisconsin > Rock > Janesville > 185 > Image 11 of 38. 
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Figure 3.12 
Sarah (Roberts) Miles;3; Death Registration 


Received 4 Jun 2019 from Wisconsin Historical Society; Library, Archives, and Museum Collections; 816 State 
Street, Madison, Wisconsin. Original source: Rock County Death Records, Vol 1, pg. 146, on microfilm. 
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Figure 3.13 
Sarah (Roberts) Miles,3; Obituary and Burial Notice 
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She had been 1 for sowe time, tho re- 
1) sultef asevero cold. She way a little 
EF} post Sl years, ‘Lhe funeral! serviees will 
foko place at tha home of tho decensed 
on Tuesduy afternoon at ous o'clock, tho 
Bervice fo bé conducted by the Rav. Dr. 
Hodge. Thedeceused left threo children, 
~ (Ady, Willig Miles, end Mra. Maria Wurner, 
aitkia cily,and EGward FH, ililes, of 
Kanade.” : 


ee 


a 
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A: Janesville (WI) Daily Gazette, 14 Jan 1884, pg. 4. 
B: Janesville (WI) Daily Gazette, 16 Jan 1884, pg. 4. 
(both from newspaperarchive.com) 
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4. JOHN S. ROBERTS (b. 30 Jun 1805, d. 17 Dec 1875) 

Birth: 30 Jun 1805 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 

Marriage & children: btw. 1824 and 1826 to Jane Salyers in Indiana (b. 3 Oct 1806 in Kentucky; 
d. 7 Mar 1880 in Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana). 


William Roberts 

ob. 2 Feb 1827 in Indiana, likely Ripley County. 

o m. 16 Mar 1848 to Sarah L. Christie in Ripley County, Indiana (b. 10 Mar 1829 in 
Jefferson County, Indiana; d. 16 Dec 1912 in West Lafayette, Tippecanoe County, 
Indiana). 

o d.5 Sep 1891 in Adams, Decatur County, Indiana. 

Charles Roberts 

o b. 30 Sep 1828 in Switzerland County, Indiana; 

o m. 2 Oct 1851 to Ammarilla Reynolds, likely in Jefferson County, Indiana (b. 13 Nov 
1828 in Indiana; d. Oct 1879 in Shelby Twp., Jefferson County, Indiana). 

o d. 18 May 1906 in Osceola, Polk County, Nebraska. 

Sarah "Sallie" Ann Roberts 

o b. 20 Nov 1830 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o m. 22 Nov 1853 to William Rafe Rayburn in Jefferson County, Indiana (b. 18 Oct 1822 in 
Mount Sterling, Montgomery County, Kentucky; d. 23 Jan 1893 in Warren County, 
Illinois). 

o d. 12 Sep 1905 in Roseville, Warren County, Illinois. 

John Roberts 

o b. 5 Dec 1832 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o m. 8 Mar 1857 to Elizabeth Ann Murrell in Warren County, Illinois (b. 1 Feb 1835 in 
Botetourt County, Virginia; d. 2 Feb 1917 in Jasper County, Iowa). 

o d. 27 Jan 1922 in Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa. 

Maranda Roberts 

o b. 2 Dec 1834 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 

o m. 14 Feb 1864 to James Henry Clay Demaree in Jefferson County, Indiana (b. 18 Sep 
1830 in Indiana, likely Ripley County; d. 7 Jun 1904 in Shelby Twp., Ripley County, 
Indiana). 

o d. 24 Apr 1917 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana. 

Jeremiah "Jerry" H. Roberts 

o b. 6 Jan 1837 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 

o mdi. Dec 1872 to Sarah McClure in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana (b. abt. 1848 in 
Indiana; d. 7 Feb 1873 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana). 
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o m2. 1 Nov 1877 to Rose Belle Robinson in Ripley County, Indiana (b. abt. 1853 in 
Indiana; d. 5 Feb 1881 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana). 
o d. 19 Nov 1918 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana. 
e Edward Roberts 
o b. 7 Aug 1839 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 
o m.17 Dec 1873 to Mary Jane Mitchell in Jefferson County, Indiana (b. 26 Aug 1846 in 
Indiana; d. 2 Aug 1935 in Bryantsburg, Jefferson County, Indiana). 
o d.15 Feb 1922 in Bryantsburg, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
e Henry S. Roberts 
o b. 17 May 1842 in Jefferson County, Indiana. 
o m.9 Nov 1902 to Anna Kennard in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana (b. 12 Oct 1840 in 
Kent, England; d. 20 May 1922 in Oberlin, Decatur County, Kansas). 
o d. 25 Jul 1925 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana. 
e David Roberts 
o b. 30 Aug 1845 in Indiana, likely Jefferson County. 
o d. 27 Sep 1892 in Jefferson County, Indiana. 
e Ella Jane Roberts 
o b. 7 Aug 1849 in Jefferson County, Indiana. 
o m. 2 Jun 1872 to James H. Kennedy in Jefferson County, Indiana (b. 31 Mar 1841 in 
Indiana; d. 11 Nov 1875). 
o d. 7 Aug 1930 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana. 
e § Quintilla A. Roberts 
o b. 22 Dec 1852 in Shelby, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
o m. 31 Oct 1877 to Daniel K. Mitchell in Jefferson County, Indiana (b. 4 Apr 1855 in 
Jefferson County, Indiana; d. 12 Aug 1928 in Monroe, Jefferson County, Indiana). 
o d. 6 Feb 1887 in Ripley County, Indiana. 
Death: 17 Dec 1875 in Jefferson County, Indiana. 


John is the third child of Edward,i) and Rosy (Stewart) Roberts. I have found no record of his 
middle name, but perhaps his middle initial "S" is for Stewart, his mother's maiden name. The only 
record of his birth is the inscription on his headstone, stating he was born 30 Jun 1805. His birth 
was likely in Clark County, Kentucky as this is where his parents were married and living at the 
time. The Roberts family is reflected in the 1810 Clark County census, with John enumerated as 


one of the males under 10 years of age.! 


1 Figure 4.1. John S. Roberts;4; Headstone. 
? See Figure 1.9. 1810 United States Federal Census - Clark County, Kentucky. 
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e White males < 10 - 2 (John S.,4j, Zachariahys)) 

e White males 26-44 - 1 (Edward;1)) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Elizabeth,2), Sarahys3}, possibly Mariahyey) 

e White females 26-44 - 1 (Rosy) 

In 1819, John's father purchased 160 acres of land in Ripley County, Indiana under the Land 
Act of 1796 and the family then migrated to that County. The 1820 Ripley County census shows 
the family had grown to nine, with John enumerated as a male in the 10-16 year old range.** 

e White males < 10 - 3 (Zachariahjs], Edward;s}, and Elijahyio3) 

e White males 10-16 - 1 (John S.j4) 

e White males > 45 - 1 (Edwardj1)) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Mariahje), Maranda;7j, Maryjs)) 

e White females 17-26 - 2 (Elizabeth,2}, Sarahys)) 

e White females 26-45 - 1 (Rosy) 

While I have found no marriage records for John, two sources state he married Jane Salyers, 
one of which identifies her as a daughter of John B. Salyers and granddaughter of a Revolutionary 
War soldier. While their date of marriage is not positively known, it was probably between 1824 
and 1826, based on the year of birth of son, Williamyi1;, and a female identified in the Roberts 
household for the 1830 census, aged 5 to < 10 years.>®’ 

John's father passed away prior to 3 May 1830 and he was subsequently appointed guardian for 
his brothers, Edwardjs) and Elijahrio). There is no 1830 census record that positively reflects John 
and his known family at that time. No John Roberts is enumerated in the Ripley County, Indiana 
census, which is where John was living for the 1820 census. The 1830 census record that appears 
to most closely match John's known family members, including his brothers, Edwardy9) and 
Elijah[io), is one for Switzerland County, Indiana. This record also suggests an unknown daughter 
may have been born to John and Jane shortly after their marriage, with her death prior to the 1840 
census since she does not appear in that, or subsequent, census records.® 

e Male < 5 - 1 (Charlesyi2)) 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 2 (Williami1; and either Edwardjs) or Elijaht1o}) 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 1 (either Edwardys) or Elijah1o}) 


3 See Figure 1.10. Edward Robertsy1; 1819 Land Purchase, Ripley County, Indiana. 

4 See Figure 1.3. 1820 United States Federal Census - Ripley County, Indiana. 

> See Figure 17.1. 1889 Biographical Sketch of Edward Robertsi17}. The sketch identifies Edward's grandfather (John's 
father) as Nathan Roberts. Could this mean the full name of Edward Roberts;1), John's father, is Edward Nathan or Nathan 
Edward Roberts? 

6 See Figure 1.1. "Family History," by Orpha (Roberts) Blount. 

7 In attempting to locate a marriage record, I contacted the Jefferson County, Indiana Clerk's office, the Jefferson County, 
Indiana Historical Society, and the Ripley County, Indiana Historical Society. A 30 Nov 2015 email from Bev Ringwald, 
Jefferson County Clerk's Office, stated no marriage record was found in their 1811-1832 Marriage Record book. A 9 Feb 
2016 email from Joyce Perkins, Jefferson County Historical Society, stated no marriage records were found between 1824 
and 1828. A 23 Jul 2019 email from Chery! Welch, Ripley County Historical Society, stated no marriage record was found in 
their records. 

8 See Figure 1.19A. Edward Roberts) Probate - Appointment of Guardian. 

° Figure 4.2. 1830 United States Federal Census - Switzerland County, Indiana. 
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e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 (Johny) 

e Female < 5 - 1 (Sarahyi3)) 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 1 (Unknown) 

e Female 30 to < 40 - 1 (Jane) 

There is a discrepancy, however, with this census and known information about John's family. 
Birth dates for John's brothers, Edwards) and Elijah1o], are not positively known; however, in Apr 
and Aug 1837, John gave his brothers their inheritance from their father's estate, apparently 
having reached the age of majority - 21 years of age. This places their birth abt. 1816 and both 
boys should be reflected in the male, aged 10 to < 15 group. John was later released from 
guardianship during the Aug 1841 term of the Ripley County Probate Court.1°1! 

The Roberts family remained in Switzerland County through at least 1840, where they are 
identified in Pleasant Township with John engaged in agriculture. 2 

e Male < 5 - 2 (Jeremiahrie) and Edwardyi7)) 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 1 (Johnia)) 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 2 (Williamyii1] and Charlesy12}) 
e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 (Johny) 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 2 (Sarahri3; and Marandaris)) 
e Female 30 to < 40 - i (Jane) 

The family moved to Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana (the next county and 
township west of Pleasant Township) abt. 1842 where John had purchased 91 acres of land in 
portions of Section 1, T5N, R10E and Section 6, T5N, R11E. During the West Fork Baptist Church 
meeting held between 13 and 18 Aug 1842, John and Jane were accepted into membership by 


letter. The church is located less than a mile north of John's property.1!3/1415 


10 See Figure 1.20. Edward Robertsj1) Probate - Edwards; and Elijah W. Robertsy10); Estate Settlements. 
11 See Figure 1.21. Edward Roberts;1) Probate - John Roberts;4; Release from Guardianship. 

12 Figure 4.3. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

13 Figure 4.4. Newspaper Clipping - Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate. 

14 Figure 4.5. John S. Roberts;4} Jefferson County, Indiana Property. 

15 Figure 4.6. West Fork Baptist Church - Johnya; & Jane Roberts Received into Membership 
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West Fork Baptist Church 


John served the church and her members in many capacities. He served on a number of committees 
to visit errant members or resolve disputes between members, meet with other churches, visit with 
men called as pastors, and obtain property for the church graveyard. Numerous times, he was a 
church delegate to the Madison Association, the governing body of Baptist churches in the area. He 
also served as a church trustee and, in 1848, helped select the location of a church meeting house. 
Between January 1854 and January 1857, he was the church clerk, recording minutes of church 
meetings. The records of John's service to the church end on 19 Dec 1875 when church minutes 
note that Elder Stevenson preached the funeral sermon of "old Bro. John Roberts." John must have 
been a very respected member of the congregation as this notation in the church minutes is one of 
the few instances where a person's death is individually noted, rather than included on a list of 
deaths that was recorded from time to time. Church records identify five of John and Jane's children 
who also joined WFBC, either by experience or by letter (Charlesji2}, Sarahyi3;, Marandarisy, 
Edwardryi7;, and Henry S.r18)). 


Appendix 4.1 is an index of all church records pertaining to John and Jane. 


About May 1847, John's sister, Elizabeth,2] left her abusive husband, Jesse Cole, and went to 
live with him and his family pending her divorce. Census records show that the value of his 
property increased from $2,000 to $3,100 between 1850 and 1870. John farmed this land for the 


remainder of his life. 1617-1819 


John's Death and Probate 

John passed away 17 Dec 1875, likely in Jefferson County, Indiana. Funeral services were held 
19 Dec 1875 at West Fork Baptist Church with burial in the church cemetery.2%21/22,23 

His will was written 7 Dec 1875, 10 days prior to his death. John signed by his mark, which was 
witnessed by Stovall Wilkins of Ripley County and Thomas S. Mitchell of Jefferson County. Since 
John was the West Fork Baptist Church clerk between 1854 and 1857, writing the minutes of each 
church meeting, it is clear John was able to write. The fact that he signed his will by his mark and 
his will was written so soon before his death suggests his health had deteriorated to the extent he 
was no longer able to write and may have been aware his death was imminent.?*9 

The will includes a number of provisions that give us a glimpse into John's family life and 


possibly some behind-the-scenes family dynamics. 


16 See Figure 2.5. Elizabeth Cole;2) Bill of Complaint for Divorce. 

1” Figure 4.7. 1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

18 Figure 4.8. 1860 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

19 Figure 4.9. 1870 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

20 See Figure 4.1. John S. Robertsj4] Headstone. 

1 Figure 4.10. West Fork Baptist Church - "List of members of the West Fork Church who have Died Since May 1861." 
Based on its location in church records, the list was likely initially produced about Mar 1864 and updated from time to time. 
Record also identifies death of granddaughter Susan M. Roberts on 10 Nov 1878. 

22 Figure 4.11. West Fork Baptist Church - Funeral Sermon of Old Bro. John Roberts}. 

23 Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60404714/john-s-roberts : accessed 18 
November 2021), memorial page for John S Roberts (29 Jan 1805-17 Dec 1875), Find a Grave Memorial ID 60404714, 
citing West Fork Cemetery, Rexville, Ripley County, Indiana, USA; Maintained by pmm (contributor 47022120). 

24 Figure 4.12. John S. Roberts,4 Will. 

25 Thomas S. Mitchell is the future father-in-law of daughter, Quintillarz1}. 
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e John bequeathed to his wife, Jane, the use of all his real estate holdings in both Ripley and 
Jefferson Counties, and his personal property with exceptions as further noted.?® 

e Son Edward;17] was named Executor of the estate and guardian of son Davidii9}. He was 
given charge of all of John's real and personal property to ensure Jane and David were well 
taken care of for the remainder of their natural lives. As needed to continue supporting Jane 
and David, Edward was to sell parts or parcels in such way that he deemed most 
advantageous for their support. He was allowed reasonable compensation from the estate 
for this purpose.?7 

e The Roberts family home remained with Jane and David, and with daughter Quintillaj2i1) as 
long as she was single. 

e The only personal property distribution at the time of John's death was to his children 
Jeremiahyie}, Edwardyi7}, Henrysis;, and Quintillar21] - one cow and one feather bed each "in 
order to make them equal with [his] other children that has had these things given them."28 

e After the death of both Jane and David, any estate that remains is to be disposed and after 
final expenses are paid, the remainder of the proceeds are to be divided equally among the 
remaining children: Williami1;, Charlesr12}, Sallie Ann Rayburnyi3], Johniaj, Maranda 
Demareejis), Jeremiahtie), Edward,i7}, Henry;is], Davidtis;, Jane Kennedy;20), and Quintillaj21). 

e Finally, John included a "no contest" clause by forbidding any lawsuit if disagreements arose 
about the terms of the will.2° 

John's will was verified by Stovall Wilkins on 3 Jan 1876, yet probate of the estate appears to 

have taken several years. On 16 Feb 1877, only a year after the will was proven, James W. May 
was appointed Administrator de bonis non of John's estate due to the resignation of John's son 


Edward as Executor. Available probate records do not shed any light on the reasons for Edward's 


26 While John's will states he owns property in Ripley County, I have not found a record of ownership or sale of that property 
in the available records. 

7 Clearly, John was planning for his son, Davidti9;, to remain with his mother for his natural life. This suggests David had 
some mental or physical disability that prevented him from living on his own. While we do not know the nature of his 
disability, he is found in the 1880 census for Shelby Township, Jefferson County living with his sister, Quintillarzi] and her 
husband. In this census, he was recorded as "idiot." (See Figure 21.5) 

28 This provision suggests John's other children had already received their intended inheritance of a cow and feather bed, or 
financial equivalent, at the time the will was written. Since the only inheritance that went to John's children prior to or after 
his death was one cow and one feather bed, or financial equivalent, was John solely looking out to ensure there would be 
enough money to provide for wife Jane and son David for many more years, or was there a family dynamic that caused him 
to leave relatively little to his children, and this provision was to ensure all of his children had received an equal share of his 
estate? 

2° This provision suggests John was concerned one or more provisions of his will may be challenged, as that is usually the 
only reason for such a clause. If a disagreement arose, it was to be referred to "friends Thomas S. Mitchell and Jeremiah 
Roberts...one of Jefferson and one of Ripley County" for resolution. Their decision was final — "what they shall order or direct 
or determine therein shall be binding and conclusive to all and every person and persons therein contained." Thomas S. 
Mitchell is the future father-in-law of John's daughter, Quintilla. It is not clear if "friend" Jeremiah Roberts is John's son who, 
according to census records, was living in Ripley County at the time, or is another friend of the family. It would be highly 
unlikely that a carefully-worded no contest clause would name a beneficiary as an arbiter of disputes when that same 
person could contest the will or be a final decision-makers for disputes that could either involve himself or pit siblings 
against each other. 
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resignation. Since John appears to have anticipated disputes, had his fears materialized and 
Edward no longer wanted to be in the middle? We may never know.3%3! 

On 19 Nov and 10 Dec 1879, notices were published for the public auction of John's Jefferson 
County property, to be held 20 Dec 1879. Sale terms were for one-third down, and the remainder 
in two payments at 9 months and 18 months, at 6% interest. After the sale of John's property, 
Jane and son David went to live with John's sister, Quintillat2i], and her husband, David Mitchell. 
Jane passed away 7 Mar 1880 at their home and David remained with the Mitchell family. 37:33-34 

James May resigned as administrator of John's estate on 18 Nov 1881, as it appears the 


probate of John's estate had concluded.#?° 


30 Figure 4.13. John S. Robertsj4) Probate - James W. May Appointed Administrator 

31 Administrator de bonis non - "(also referred to as administrator de bonis non cum testamento annexo) is a Latin term for 
an administrator appointed by a court to replace an administrator of a will that can no longer execute the role. The 
administrator takes on all the legal responsibilities of the role in finishing the administration of the will." (Cornell Law 
School, Legal Information Institute. https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/administrator_de_bonis_non, accessed 19 Dec 2021.) 
32 See Figure 4.4. Newspaper Clipping - Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate. 

33 Figure 4.14. Newspaper Clipping - Jane (Salyers) Roberts Death Announcement. 

34 See Figure 21.5. 1880 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

35 Figure 4.15. John S. Roberts;«4) Probate - James May's Resignation as Administrator. 
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Figure 4.1 
John S. Roberts Headstone 
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Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60404714/john-s-roberts : 
accessed 31 October 2021), memorial page for John S Roberts (29 Jan 1805-17 Dec 1875), Find a Grave 
Memorial ID 60404714, citing West Fork Cemetery, Rexville, Ripley County, Indiana, USA; Maintained by pmm 
(contributor 47022120). Photograph added 22 Sep 2018 by Colleen Sanders Broyles (contributor 46875999). 


110 


L 4 ae 

i = ae eae Be i 

¥ Mente MEADS or FAMILIES. | 7 RY ft fi 

oe eR » fate be § 

, \ "s + <Hunder 8] 8 10 10 | 10t0.18 /15t020! 20 w ap 
.. bck ta 


i are ey mS a 
3 eas A Uthu ie ie 
PP 
; Mice Wilber. Gexmpehh yp Fy 
nS Page Poets ae i / | 
\ tray Mommas Huse, oh 2. | | } | | 
¥ | te Witihinia bos fa ery 
: | Roberts Leiu asad SE, | 
=| Ravle Cyate Le BORE 
D | Achaea Trhu Fj) | | 
e add Barbe j | 
s I aces: Taw wng , ae 
| Mago we Altaweiecs mi: | / | i / | 
® MP rrusniae Pricer yf : | 
. ecley AAS ae 2 / 
" 


: Lito edecas / i 
P| Maint Wahuadt 43] 


Moroketty pitie: hong BA 3 
1 Me bese u Bead . \ Ji 
{ Ruacd Pauewd Tr 


eile Vamees Je soone 

| Arent Uy, the j VS ae A 
|e hala Wo rna hin i 

ead. L tidkiton | 2 ra | 
Hive heres Yi leaen Mt il Pi | 


“hu aap 


on pie Sya9m1 1) 


fi, AD, lg Siege | Sees 


Figure 4.2 (2 pages) 
1830 United States Federal Census -— Switzerland County, Indiana 
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"1830 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8058/images/4409444 00130?pId=1028761 : accessed 
31 Oct 2021), Indiana > Switzerland > Not Stated > Image 69 & 70 of 96. 
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Figure 4.3 (2 pages) 


1840 United States Federal Census -— Pleasant Township, 
Switzerland County, Indiana 
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"1840 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8057/images/4410616_00275?pId=2047791 : accessed 
31 Oct 2021), Indiana > Switzerland > Pleasant > Image 31 & 32 of 36. 
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Figure 4.4 


John S. Roberts,4; Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate 


Administrator’s Sale of Real 
Estate. 


ATOTICE is hereby given that, by virtue 
of an order of the Jefferson Circuit 
Court, the undersigned, - administrator, &e., 
of the estate of John S. Roberts, deceased, 
will offer for sale, at anction, on the premi- 
ses, on Saturday, the 2uth day of Decem- 
ber, 1879, viz: 
Part of section number 6, in township No. 
5 north, range 1] east, beginning at the 
northwest corner of sald seetion; thence east 
160 rods, more or less, with the north line of 
said section, to the public highway; thence 
south, with said highway, about 80 rods to 
the northeast corner of Charles Roberts’ 
Jand; thence west 160 rods to the west line 
of saidsection G; thence north to the place 
of beginning, containing 73 acres, more or 
i less, Also, 18 acres in the northeast corner 
! of section No. 1, in township Nu 5 north, 
range 10 east, bounded as follows: Bogin- 


ning on the range line at the northeast cor- 
ner of said section; thence west with the 
north line of said section to the middle of 
aamall creck; thence sontheast along and 
down said creek, with the meanderings there- 
of, to the northwest corner of Thomas S. 
Mitchell’s land; thenee east with the north 
line of said Mitchell's land to the east line of 
said section 1; thenee north with said east 
line of said section, 80 ro:ls, more or less, to 
the northeast corner of said scetion, the 
place of beginning. All of said real estate 
is in Jefferson county, State of Indiana, and 
just south of the Pres, Christie farm. 

Terws:—One-third, cash; the residne in 
equal paymenis at 9 and 18 menths, with 
notes at 6 per cent. interest, attorney’ fee, 
and waiving valuation laws, secured by 
mortyage upon the real estate soll. Sule to 
begin at 2 o’clock p. m. 

JAMES W. MAY, 
Administrator, &c. 
Nov. 18, 1879, 18-4 


Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 19 Nov 1879, pg. 2 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 4.5 


John S. Roberts, Jefferson County, Indiana Property 


Black rectangle is the approximate extent of John S. Roberts land as described in the "Administrator's Sale of 
Real Estate" published 19 Nov 1879 in the Madison (IN) Weekly Herald. Land is in a portion of the NE/4 of 
Section 1, TSN, R10E and a portion of the NW/4 of Section 6, T5N, Ri1E, Jefferson County, Indiana. GPS of 
center point: 38.911686, -85.349101. Google Earth Pro Imagery Date: 20 Sep 2016. ©2021 Google. Note 
proximity to West Fork Baptist Church, less than one mile north. 
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Figure 4.6 
West Fork Baptist Church -— John;4] & Jane Roberts Received into Membership 
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"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128. 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 
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Figure 4.7 
1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 
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"1850 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8054/images/4192458 00463?pId=1975250 : accessed 
31 Oct 2021), Indiana > Jefferson > Shelby > Image 36 of 40. 
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Figure 4.8 
1860 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 
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"1860 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7667/images/4215037_00100?pId=8648335 : accessed 
31 Oct 2021), Indiana > Jefferson > Shelby > Image 4 of 41. 
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Figure 4.9 
1870 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 
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"1870 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7163/images/4263400_00696?pId=20534654 : accessed 
31 Oct 2021), Indiana > Jefferson > Shelby > Image 14 of 48. 
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Figure 4.10 


West Fork Baptist Church 
List of members of the West Fork Church who have Died Since May 1861 
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Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 
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Figure 4.11 
West Fork Baptist Church — Funeral Sermon of Old Bro. John Roberts;4 
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Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 
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Figure 4.12 (2 pages) 
John S. Roberts,a) Will 
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31 Oct 2021), Jefferson > Will Records, Vol B, 1872-1884 > Images 153 and 154 of 418. 
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Transcript 
The last will and Testament of John S Roberts of Jefferson County Indiana 


I John S Roberts considering the uncertainty of this mortal life, and being of sound and 
memory thanking God for his mercies. Do make and publish this my last will and testament 
in manner and form as follows (that is to say) first I give and bequeath unto my beloved 
wife Jane Roberts the use of all my Real Estate both in Jefferson and Ripley Counties and 
also my personal Estate with the exceptions which may follow. I also give and bequeath to 
my son David Roberts his support and living off of the Real and personal property that I 
may own at my decease and to be well cared for out of the proceeds of the same During his 
life. And I give and bequeath unto my son Edward Roberts, Jeremiah Roberts, Henry 
Roberts, and Quintilla Roberts One Cow and one feather bed each in order to make them 
Equal with my other children that has had these things given them. 


And further it is my will, that after my decease my Executor sell and dispose of my estate sufficient 
pay all of my just debts and Funeral expenses together with the debts of my last sickness. And my 
further will is that my Executor take charge of all of my Real and personal Estate after my decease, 
for the use and support of my beloved wife Jane Roberts and David Roberts their natural lives off 
the rents and profits of the farm but in case the rents and profits should not be sufficient for their 
support, then my Executor to sell in parts or parcels of Estate as he may deem most advantageous 
for the purposes hereby intended. And my wife Jane Roberts and my son David Roberts is to have 
their home on the farm on which we now reside and also Quintilla Roberts my daughter to have her 
home and support on the farm while she remains single. And I hereby appoint my son Edward 
Roberts to be Guardian for my son David Roberts and to see that he is well cared for during his 
natural life and to provide for him out of my Estate. And I hereby appoint my son Edward Roberts 
my Executor after my decease and desire him to take charge of all my Estate both Real and 
personal at my decease, and collect and pay debts and make all necessary repairs That may be 
necessary for the saving of crops or property from loss, for which he is to be allowed reasonable 
compensation. And after my decease and the decease of my beloved wife Jane Roberts and my son 
David Roberts my son Edward Roberts my Executor to dispose of the remainder of my estate and 
after paying expenses to make equal division of the proceeds between my several children to wit 
William Roberts, Charles Roberts, Sallie Ann Rayburn, John Roberts, Maranda Demaree, Jeremiah 
Roberts, Edward Roberts, Henry Roberts, David Roberts, Jane Kennedy, Quintilla Roberts. And 
lastly I do nominate and appoint my son Edward Roberts to be Executor of this my last will and 
testament. And hereby revoking all former wills by me at any made. And lastly my express will and 
meaning is And I do hereby order and appoint, that if any difference dispute, questions or 
controversy shall be moved, arise or happen, concerning any Gift, bequest, matter or thing in this 
my will given and bequeathed, expressed or contained, that no suit or suits in law or equity or 
otherwise shall be brought or commenced, or prosecuted for and concerning the same but the 
same shall be referred wholly to the award, order and determination of my friends Thomas S 
Mitchell and Jeremiah Roberts both the State of Indiana one of Jefferson & one of Ripley County 
and what they shall order or direct or determine therein, shall be binding and conclusive to all and 
every person and persons therein concerned. In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal the 7th day of December 1875. 


Signed by John S. Roberts with his mark "x" 
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Figure 4.13 
John S. Roberts,4; Probate - James W. May Appointed Administrator 
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"Indiana, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1798-1999," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9045/images/007663727_00326 : accessed 31 Oct 
2021), Jefferson > Probate Order Book, Vol Q, 1875-1876; Vol R, 1876-1879; Vol S, 1879-1880 > Image 326 
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Figure 4.14 


Jane (Salyers) Roberts Death Announcement 

———_— i 

Mrs. JANE Roperts, wite of John 
| §. Roberts, deceased, of Shelby town- 
| ship, died at the residence of her son- 
in-law, D. K. Mitchell, last Sunday 
night, in the 74th year of her age. 


Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 10 Mar 1880, Pg. 3 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 4.15 
John S. Roberts,4; Probate - James May's Resignacen as Administrator 
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"Indiana, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1798-1999," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9045/images/007663729_00347 : accessed 31 Oct 
2021), Jefferson > Probate Order Book, Vol S, 1880-1881; Vol T, 1881-1882; Vol U, 1882-1882 > Image 347 
of 684. 
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Appendix 4.1 


Listing of West Fork Baptist Church Records Pertaining to 
John and Jane (Salyers) Roberts 


Dates of church meetings are generally recorded in the minutes as, for example, "4th Sat in Oct 


1839." Dates shown are actual calendar dates. 


Source: "Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel 
#128. Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 


John 

e 26 Oct 1839. Council delegate to West Fork Baptist Church from Middle Fork Baptist 
Church.2° 

e Undated. List of members since the Association in 1837. 

e 13 Aug 1842. Received by letter with wife, Jane. 

e 8 Oct 1842. John & James Wildman appointed to visit William B. Smitha due to report of 
Smitha’s use of profane language. Then, 12 Nov 1842, John & John Smitha appointed to see 
William Smitha to request his attendance. 

e 10 Dec 1842. John reports on visit with Smitha. Smitha acquitted of charge. John requests 
Smitha ask for letter of dismission, which he does. 

e 9 Dec 1843. John, Isaac Christie, David S. Perkins, & James Christie appointed to meet 
with Bushy Fork Church at their April meeting as Council on the ordination of Robert 
Stevenson to the ministry. 

e 13 Jul 1844. Appointed church trustee, with Samuel Caplinger and James Custer. Also, 
chosen messenger to the Association with Isaac Christie & D. S. Shepherd to deliver letter 
for inspection of the church. 

e 16 Nov 1844. John, Isaac Christie, & James Christie appointed to visit the Milton Church on 
the propriety of ordaining Joseph Hankins and Nicholas Lock to the ministry. 

e 21 Jun 1845. John &D. S. Perkins appointed to visit James H. Rabourn regarding his 
charge against himself for immoral conduct and report at the next meeting. 

e 19 Jul 1845. Reports to church regarding James H. Rabourn, who is acquitted of the 
charge. Also, John, Isaac Christie, David S. Perkins, & James Christie appointed as 


messengers to deliver a letter to the Association. 


36 Not sure this is John S. Roberts. Middle Fork Baptist Church was founded in 1820 in Brown Township, Ripley County, 
Indiana. In 1839, John and family were in Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. While Brown and Switzerland 
Counties border each other, a John Roberts continued to serve as a messenger of Middle Fork Baptist Church as late as 
1847 (see Scott, Robert W., Churches of Indian-Kentuck Region, 1999 [https://ruthh.tripod.com/chscott2.html, accessed 15 
Feb 2021]). 
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18 Jul 1846. Appointed messenger to deliver a letter to the Association with James Custer 
& James Christie. 

19 Jun 1847. John & James Christie appointed to inform Elder A. Baker of the church's call 
for him as pastor. 

22 Jul 1848. John & James Custer appointed messengers to deliver a letter to the 
Association. 

28 Oct 1848. John, Grandville T. Smith, and James Christie elected trustees for the church. 
Trustees directed to select a site on Michigan Road and one "in this neighborhood," report 
on each at next meeting so the church can decide on which to build a house of worship. 
Then, on 23 Dec 1848, the church agreed to locate on the SW corner of the SW/4, Section 
30, Township 6, Range 11 in Ripley County. 

23 Dec 1848. John & James Christie appointed to inform Elder A. Baker of the church's call 
for him as pastor. Also, on 27 Jan 1849, church instructed trustees to proceed with having a 
stone meeting house erected, 35 feet x 45 feet, and endeavor to raise funds by subscription 
for that purpose. 

28 Jul 1849. John, Isaac Christie & G. T. Smitha appointed messengers to deliver a letter 
to the Association. 

25 Sep 1852. Church received letter from Big Creek asking for assistance on the propriety 
of constituting a church. John, James Custer & James Christie appointed to meet with them. 
26 Mar 1853. John, William Spurgeon, & James Christie asked to make a list of what each 
male member ought to pay towards the support of a pastor for one year, and to raise by 
subscription what they can for that purpose, and others. 

25 Jun 1853. Committee appointed to make a list of what each male member ought to pay 
toward the support of a pastor for one year made their report, which was accepted. List of 
male members and their contributions on pages 135 and 136. John Roberts contribution is 
$4.00. 

22 Oct 1853. John &J. H. Perkins appointed to visit Elder Richard Kelly, who was called as 
pastor of the church. 

24 Dec 1853. Elected recording clerk for the church. 

28 Jan 1854 to 17 Jan 1857. Signed church minutes as Church Clerk. 

21 Jul 1855. John, James Christie, and John Perkins appointed to deliver a letter to the 
Association. 

28 Oct 1855. John, James Christie, and James Custer appointed to raise money by 
subscription to pay Brother Stevenson as pastor for the next year. 

19 Jul 1856. John, James Christie, and William Hiatt appointed to a committee to try to 


reach an accommodation regarding a difficulty between G. T. Smitha and Mary Smitha. 
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e 17 Jan 1857. Requested to be released from the office of Recording Clerk. Granted and 
James Christie, Jr. appointed to that position. 

e 12 Jul 1857. John, James Custer, and James Christie appointed to a committee to make a 
list of each member and the amount owed that, in their judgement, is right. 

e 12 Sep 1857. Chosen as moderator for church meeting.?” 

e 12 Dec 1857. Chosen as moderator for church meeting.7® 

e 12 Jun 1858. John, James Christie, and W. H. Christie appointed as delegates to the 
Association to deliver a letter. 

e 7 May 1859 to 2 Jul 1859. Church Clerk. 

e 14 Jul 1860. John, John Perkins, and James Christie, Jr. appointed to committee to solicit 
funds to fence the church graveyard with a plank fence. 

e 8 Mar 1862. John and Isaac Reynerson appointed to inform Brother Robert Stevenson that 
the church called him as pastor. 

e 11 May 1862. John, James Custer, John Perkins, and J. S. Vawter appointed as delegates 
to the Sunday School Convention to be held with the Harbert Creek Church on 27 & 28 May. 

e 21 Mar 1863. Appointed to inform Brother Robert Stevenson that he was called as church 
pastor, see if he can attend, and the amount he would require for his services. 

e 18 Apr 1863. Notation that John did not attend the meeting, so there is no report from him 
regarding his visit with Brother Stevenson. 

e 16 May 1863. John and James Custer appointed to a committee to meet with Brother 
Robert Stevenson about the church calling him as pastor. Also, John, James Custer, and J. 
S. Vawter appointed as delegates to the Sunday School Convention to be held with the 
Harbert Creek Church on 27 May 1863. 

e Undated. List of members who have died since May 1861. Based on location in church 
records, the list was likely produced about Mar 1864 and updated from time to time. John's 
date of death, 17 Dec 1875. 

e 16 Apr 1864. John & Isaac Christie appointed to a committee to notify Brother Robert 
Stevenson that the church called him to be pastor for another year and the amount he will 
require to do so. 

e 20 May 1865. John & Isaac Reynerson appointed to committee to search for a new pastor. 

e 17 Feb 1866. John & James Custer appointed to committee to confer with Preston Christie 
on terms to obtain a deed to the grave yard. At the 21 Apr 1866 meeting, the committee 


reported there was no deed, but Mr. Christie was willing to make one. 


37 Listed in meeting minutes as "J. Roberts." Probably John S. Roberts based on other records around the same time and the 
fact that John was the only male Roberts with a first initial J. during this time period. 
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16 Mar 1867. In response to a request from the Bethel Church, John, Isaac Reynerson, 
and Joseph Shepherd appointed to meet with the Church at its next meeting to aid in 
settling a difficulty. 

15 Jun 1867. Appointed to notify Brother T. D. George that the church had voted to call 
him as pastor and learn what salary he will require. 

20 Jul 1867. John reports that Brother George will answer the call at a salary the same as 
last year, $75.00. 

20 Nov 1869. Chosen as Moderator Protem [sic] for the day.*8 

19 Mar 1870. John, J. S. Vawter, and H. R. Kirk appointed to a committee to have the 
deed from Sister Christie? corrected. At the 16 Oct 1869 meeting, Sister P. Christie?? 
presented a deed for the graveyard which, she said, would be signed by the minor children 
when they became of age. Deed was accepted. Apparently, there was a mistake on the 
deed, as she agreed, at the 18 Dec 1869 church meeting, to have the lot surveyed. When 
the deed was finally presented at the 19 Mar 1870 meeting, it was found to have errors. 
John was appointed to the committee to have the deed corrected. The committee would 
stand until the heirs became of age or the deed was perfected. 

22 May 1870. John and H. R. Kirk appointed to a committee to investigate two cases. At 
the 21 May 1870 church meeting, the church heard a charge against James H. Christie?° 
and William C. Christie*! for fighting and compelling Clayton Maloy to confess that he swore 
falsely against their mother.?9 At this meeting, William Spurgeon, James Custer, and Isaac 
Reynerson were appointed to see the offending members. The next day, John and H. R. Kirk 
were appointed to replace William Spurgeon and James Custer. At this same meeting, the 
committee was instructed to visit with Jane Christie? regarding reports that are in 
circulation against her. 

19 Nov 1870. Committee reported that John had seen some bad meat that was reportedly 
sold by Sister Christie.2? He had been to Versailles and found that she was fined $25 but 
was granted a new hearing. Sister McCoy stated she had bought some bad meat from 
William C. Christie, which Sister Christie took back and replaced with good meat. Due to 
this, Jane Christie was excluded from the church. 

19 Aug 1871. John, Isaac Reynerson, Leavit Morrison, and J. S. Vawter elected 
messengers to deliver a letter to the Association. 

17 Aug 1872. John, Leavit Morrison, Isaac Reynerson, and J. S. Vawter elected 


messengers to deliver a letter to the Association. 


38 In the absence of the Church moderator or clerk at a particular meeting, a "protem" would be selected to serve for that 


39 Jane (Ditch) Christie (1810-1888), wife of James Preston Christie (1816-1867). 
40 James Henry Christie (1849-1922). 
41 William C. Christie (1852-1902). 
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e 16 Aug 1875. John, James Custer, Leavit Morrison, and J. S. Vawter elected messengers to 
deliver a letter to the Association. 

e 20 Sep 1873. John, J. W. Kirk, J. S. Vawter, Leavit Morrison, and James I. McCarty 
appointed to committee to levy a tax on the members to pay Brother Johnson the balance 
due him as pastor, $23.75, and to pay a minister in the future. Also, John and J. W. Kirk 
appointed to inform Elder Robert Stevenson that the church has called him as pastor. 

e 15 Nov 1873. John made a motion that any member refusing to pay the amount assessed 
to them shall be treated as for other offences. Church passed the motion. Also, John was 
appointed to see Brother Stevenson to let him know the church would accept his terms as 
pastor. 

e 14 Feb 1874. Appointed to "keep the meeting house" at the next church meeting. 

e 11 Apr 1874. Chosen to have charge of the meeting house for the next meeting.*2 

e 11 Jul 1874. John, Isaac Reynerson, and J. S. Vawter appointed to a committee to write a 
church history. 

e 8 Aug 1874. John, James I. McCarty, and Martha Hamilton elected alternate messengers 
for delivering a letter to the Association. Also, John agreed to "keep the meeting house" 
next month. 

e 14 Nov 1874. Agreed to perform the duties of Sexton at the next church meeting. 


e 19 Dec 1875. Elder Stevenson preached the funeral sermon of "old Bro. John Roberts." 


Jane 

e Undated. List of members since the Association in 1837. 

e 13 Aug 1842. Received by letter with husband, John. 

e 21 Apr 1866. Jane, Catherine Custer, and Jane Christie appointed to a committee to visit 
Martha Higby regarding charges for being absent from church, dancing, and using profane 
language. At the 19 May 1866 meeting, the committee gave an "unfavorable report" and 
Martha was excluded from the church. 

e 15 Sep 1866. Jane and Sarah A. Reynerson appointed to a committee to visit with Mary E. 
Christie regarding charges for dancing and being absent from church. At the 20 Oct 1866 
meeting, Sister Christie did not acknowledge her wrongdoing and was excluded from the 
church. 

e Undated. List of members released from church and reason. Released due to death on 7 
Mar 1880. 


42 Listed in meeting minutes as "J. Roberts." Probably John S. Roberts based on other records around the same time and the 
fact that John was the only male Roberts with a first initial J. during this time period. 
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5. ZACHARIAH (b. abt. 1808, d. bef. 1 Jun 1830) [WELTER flr, 5 Logs 
Birth: abt. 1808 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. Geet Z 1 fp ot G 
Death Dee tu TaN, Icey nL Ripley Counky, Signature from 22 Oct 1825 marriage contract 


Indiana. between sister Elizabethiz] and her husband-to-be 
Jesse Cole. 


Zachariah is the fourth child of Edward;1; and Rosy (Stewart) Roberts. Little is known of him, as 
available records for him are few. If the 1826 will of his father, Edwardy1j, lists the children in order 
of birth, Zachariah's birth occurred between his older brother, Johny4] (b. 1805) and younger sister, 
Mariahye) (b. 1811). One source identifies his birth as abt. 1808. If correct, his birth was likely in 
Clark County, Kentucky as this is where his parents were married and living at the time.* 

The Roberts family is reflected in the 1810 Clark County census, with Zachariah enumerated as 
one of the males under 10 years of age.? 

e White males < 10 - 2 (John S.,4}, Zachariahjs}) 

e White males 26-44 - 1 (Edwardr1}) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Elizabeth,2), Sarah;3}, possibly Mariahje}) 

e White females 26-44 - 1 (Rosy) 

In 1819, Zachariah's father purchased 160 acres of land in Ripley County, Indiana under the 
Land Act of 1796 and the family then migrated to that County. The 1820 Ripley County census 
shows the family had grown to nine. If Zachariah was born abt. 1808, then he would have been at 
least 11 years of age, and possibly 12, at the time the census was taken, and he should be 
enumerated in the male, 10-16 year old range. Since he appears to have been counted in the < 10 
group, his birth may have been as late as 1810, just before that census was taken. This would still 
be between the births of brother John and sister Mariah.*° 

e White males < 10 - 3 (presumably Zachariahjs}, Edwardys}, and Elijahyio}) 

e White males 10-16 - 1 (John S.;4) 

e White males > 45 - 1 (Edward,1j) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Mariahje;, Maranday7), Mary;{s}) 

e White females 17-26 - 2 (Elizabeth;2}, Sarahy3}) 

e White females 26-45 - 1 (Rosy) 

Zachariah is not found in any 1830 census record. We know he was still alive in Dec 1826 when 
his father wrote his will and listed him as an heir; however, he is the only heir who did not receive 


an inheritance when the order of distribution of his father's estate was issued in Nov 1831. In fact, 


1 See Figure 1.13. Edward Robertsy1 Will. 
? See Figure 1.2. Excerpt from Ancestors of Hester Violet Liggett, 1904-1979, by Norma Jean Holland. 
3 See Figure 1.9. 1810 United States Federal Census - Clark County, Kentucky. 
* See Figure 1.10. Edward Roberts;1; 1819 Land Purchase, Ripley County, Indiana. 
> See Figure 1.3. 1820 United States Federal Census - Ripley County, Indiana. 
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his name is not mentioned in any probate records. Based on this, I believe Zachariah passed away 
sometime between the time his father executed his will in Dec 1826 and the 1830 census 
enumeration on 1 Jun 1830. If this is correct, his death probably occurred in Ripley County, 
Indiana. Due to the apparent close proximity of death dates between Zachariah and his father, 


might they both have passed away in a tragic accident or due to sickness? We may never know.®’ 


Other Purported Sightings of Zachariah®” 

Many genealogical researchers place Zachariah in Lawrence County, Arkansas for the 1850 
census, with a wife named Sally and eight children, seven of whom were born in Indiana. This 
family appears to have moved to Taney County, Missouri by the 1860 census. 

These researchers do not provide any conclusive connection to our Zachariah. I do not believe 
these records overcome the evidence that our Zachariah is not listed in any 1830 census, nor did 
he receive an inheritance from his father's estate, suggesting he had already passed away when 


the census was taken and certainly by the time the estate was probated. 


6 See Figure 1.18. Edward Roberts;1; Probate - Order of Distribution. 

7 United States Census Bureau, "What day was the census taken each decade?" 
(https://www.census.gov/history/www/faqs/demographic_faqs/what_day_was_the_census_taken_each_decade.html : 
accessed 31 Oct 2021). 

8 Figure 5.1. 1850 United States Federal Census - Strawberry Township, Lawrence County, Arkansas. 

° Figure 5.2. 1860 United States Federal Census - Jasper Township, Taney County, Missouri. 


135 


Figure 5.1 


1850 United States Federal Census - Strawberry Township, 
Lawrence County, Arkansas 
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"1850 United States Federal Census, database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8054/images/4193067-00447 : accessed 2 Feb 2022), 
Arkansas > Lawrence > Strawberry > image 3 of 15. 
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Figure 5.2 
1860 United States Federal Census - Jasper Township, Taney County, Missouri 
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6. MARIAH (b. 11 Mar 1811, d. Jul 1884) 
Birth: 11 Mar 1811 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 
Marriage & children: 28 Aug 1828 to Benjamin Shepherd in Ripley County, Indiana (b. abt. 1810 
in Kentucky, d. 4 Oct 1863). 
e John Shepherd 

o b. 8 Jul 1829, likely in Ripley County, Indiana. 

o m. 4 Jul 1856 to Elizabeth Ann Black, likely in Ripley County, Indiana (b. abt. 1829; d. 
29 Jun 1909 in New Marion, Ripley County, Indiana). 

o d. 28 Nov 1898 in Ripley County, Indiana. 

e Nancy Shepherd 
o b. 6Jan 1831, likely in Ripley County, Indiana. 
o m. 23 Mar 1854 to Albert Otis Warner in Rock County, Wisconsin (b. 30 Aug 1832 in 
Vermont; d. 20 Aug 1864 in Lovejoy, Clayton County, Georgia during Battle of Atlanta in 
the Civil War). 
o d. 24 Nov 1899 in Rock County, Wisconsin. 
e Isaac Shepherd 

o b. 5 Feb 1833 in Indiana, likely Ripley County. 

o d. 2 Sep 1861 of measles contracted during the Civil War. 
e David P. Shepherd 

o b. 27 Mar 1835 in Indiana, likely either Ripley or Jefferson County. 

o m.4 Apr 1862 to Elizabeth Benham, likely in Ripley County, Indiana (b. 20 Jun 1844 in 
Indiana; d. 3 Mar 1922 in Rexville, Ripley County, Indiana). 

o d. 2 Mar 1897 in Indiana, likely in Ripley County. 

e William Pleasant Shepherd 

o b. 4 Jul 1837 in Indiana, likely either Ripley or Jefferson County. 

o m. 24 Apr 1860 to Martha A. Kelly, likely in Ripley County, Indiana. 

o d. 

e Nathaniel Chester Shepherd 


o b. 5 Sep 1839 in Jefferson County, Indiana. 
o m. 24 Dec 1885 to Sarah E. Black, likely in Ripley County, Indiana (b. May 1855 in 
Indiana; d. 13 Sep 1930). 
o d. 30 Nov 1918 in Shelby Twp., Ripley County, Indiana. 
e Edward M. Shepherd 
o b. 6 Feb 1842 in Indiana, likely in Jefferson County. 
o d. Nov 1863. Killed in action during the Civil War. 
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e Mary J. Shepherd 
o b. 18 May 1845 in Indiana, likely in Jefferson County. 
o m. 3 Oct 1865 to Henry C. Kiser (b. abt. 1844 in Indiana; d. bef. 1920, likely in Illinois). 
o d. bef. Apr 1875. 
e Isabella Shepherd 
o b. abt. 1847 in Indiana, likely in Jefferson County. 
o m.12 Apr 1875 to Henry C. Kiser (b. abt. 1844 in Indiana; d. bef. 1920, likely in 
Illinois). 
o d. bef. 1930. 
e Rosanna Shepherd 
o b. 9 Aug 1851 in Indiana, likely in Jefferson County. 
o m.11 Nov 1870 to James Marion Noyes, likely in Ripley County, Indiana (b. 29 Jun 1850 
in Indiana; d. 30 Apr 1890 in Rexville, Ripley County, Indiana). 
o d. 1 Apr 1826 in Osgood, Ripley County, Indiana. 
Death: Jul 1884 in Indiana. 


Mariah was the fifth child of Edward,1; and Rosy (Stewart) Roberts. According to records ina 
Shepherd Family file at the Ripley County, Indiana Historical Society, Mariah was born 11 Mar 
1811. Another source places Mariah's birth as abt. 1810 in Kentucky. In either case, her birth was 
likely in Clark County, Kentucky as this is where her parents were married and living at the time.’ 

The Roberts family is reflected in the 1810 Clark County census, with Mariah enumerated as 
one of the females under 10 years of age.? 

e White males < 10 - 2 (John S.,4}, Zachariahjs)) 

e White males 26-44 - 1 (Edward;1)) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Elizabeth,2), Sarahy3}, possibly Mariahyey) 

e White females 26-44 - 1 (Rosy) 

In 1819, Mariah's father purchased 160 acres of land in Ripley County, Indiana under the Land 
Act of 1796 and the family then migrated to that County. The 1820 Ripley County census shows 
the family had grown to nine, with Mariah enumerated as a female < 10 years old.*°> 

e White males < 10 - 3 (Zachariahts}, Edwardys}, and Elijahy1o}) 

e White males 10-16 - 1 (John S.1;4)) 

e White males > 45 - 1 (Edwardj1)) 


1 Appendix 6.1 contains records from the Shepherd Family file at the Ripley County, Indiana Historical Society. Records 
identify Mariah, her husband Benjamin, their 10 children, and other information. These records are one source for much of 
the information in this sketch. 

? See Figure 1.2. Excerpt from Ancestors of Hester Violet Liggett, 1904-1979, by Norma Jean Holland. 

3 See Figure 1.9. 1810 United States Federal Census - Clark County, Kentucky. 

4 See Figure 1.10. Edward Robertsj1) 1819 Land Purchase, Ripley County, Indiana. 

> See Figure 1.3. 1820 United States Federal Census - Ripley County, Indiana. 
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e White females < 10 - 3 (Mariahre;, Marandar7), Marys) 

e White females 17-26 - 2 (Elizabeth;2), Sarahy3}) 

e White females 26-45 - 1 (Rosy) 

On 28 Aug 1828, at about 17 years of age, Mariah married Benjamin Shepherd in Ripley 
County, Indiana. Mariah and Benjamin immediately started building their family, with their first 
child, John, born eleven months later.® 

The 1830 census shows Mariah and Benjamin living in Ripley County, Indiana with son, John.’ 

e White males < 5 - 1 (John) 

e White males 20 to < 30 - 1 (Benjamin) 

e White females to < 20 - 1 (Mariah) 

Mariah was received into membership of the West Fork Baptist Church by experience on 27 Sep 
1834 and by the 1840 census, the Shepherd family had moved to Shelby Township, Jefferson 
County, Indiana, where the family had grown to eight. Benjamin is shown as employed in the 
manufacturing and trade industry. Later records show Benjamin's trade as a cooper (Someone who 
makes or repairs wooden casks or tubs).®? 

e White males < 5 - 2 (William Pleasant and Nathaniel Chester) 

e White males 5 to < 10 - 2 (Isaac and David P.) 

e White males 10 to < 15 - 1 (John) 

e White males 30 to < 40 - 1 (Benjamin) 

e White females 5 to < 10 - 1 (Nancy) 

e White females 20 to < 30 - 1 (Mariahje)) 

In 1850, the Shepherd family continues to reside in Shelby Township, Jefferson County, 
Indiana, living near Mariah's brother, John S. Roberts;4] and his family. The Shepherds were 
apparently of modest means, as the census recoded the value of real estate owned by Benjamin as 
$100. Additionally, it records Mariah as unable to read or write and records Benjamin as "insane;" 
unfortunately, the instructions for census enumerators do not provide any guidance as to what 
types of infirmity might cause an individual to be listed as such.1%1! 

Another 1850 census record may also identify Benjamin. On 5 Oct 1850, inmates at the 
Jefferson County prison in Madison were enumerated and a Benjamin Shepherd is listed as an 
inmate. He is 43 years old, occupation is Cooper, born in Kentucky, cannot read or write, and is 
identified as insane - all facts that correlate well with Mariah's husband. It would be very unusual 


for an individual to be enumerated twice. Might Benjamin have been imprisoned sometime between 


6 Figure 6.1. Mariah Robertsj«6) and Benjamin Shepherd Marriage Record. 

7 Figure 6.2. 1830 United States Federal Census — Ripley County, Indiana. 

8 Figure 6.3. West Fork Baptist Church - Mariah Shepherdj«) Received into Membership. 

° Figure 6.4. 1840 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

10 Figure 6.5. 1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

11."1850 Census Instructions to Enumerators," US Census Bureau (https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial- 
census/technical-documentation/questionnaires/1850/1850-instructions.html, accessed 20 Dec 2021). 
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16 Sep 1850, when he is shown in the census living at home, and 5 Oct 1850? Or, might this 
reflect two different individuals? More research is needed. ‘2 

Later records show Benjamin to have had a criminal history. On 1 Apr 1859, he began a two- 
year sentence at the Indiana State Prison in Jeffersonville, after having been convicted of Grand 
Larceny. He was released on 1 Apr 1861. The prison record states that he had a wife and 10 
children living "near Madison (in Bryantsburgh), Ind." and two brothers, James and John, in 
Putnam County, Indiana. His occupation is listed as "Cooper" and his character is "Intemperate." 
Physically, we find Benjamin was about 5' 5-3/4" tall, fair complected with blue eyes and brown 
hair, and he had a small scar over his right eye. He was also unable to write, but was able to 
read, 1314 

With her husband, Benjamin, in prison during the 1860 census, Mariah remained in Shelby 
Township with four of her children. She has a very small personal estate with an estimated value of 
$50. Benjamin is found in the Jeffersonville, Clark County, Indiana census at the Indiana State 
Penitentiary. After he was released from prison in 1861, it is not known if he and Mariah stayed 
together. He passed away 4 Oct 1863. I have found no record showing he and Mariah were 
together after his release. 1>16 

For at least the next 20 years, Mariah continued to live in Shelby Township. The 1870 census 
shows her and her two youngest daughters, Isabell and Rosanna, living in the "Jesse Sheppard" 
household. With Mariah identified as 59 years old and Jesse as 30 years old, it seem unlikely they 
are husband and wife. Mariah and Benjamin had no children named Jesse, so Jesse's identity is not 
positively known; however, I believe there are two possibilities. He may be a nephew, or he may 
be son Nathaniel Chester, which I think is probably correct. The Shepherd Family records 
(Appendix 6.1) do not identify a Jesse Shephard. Nathaniel does not appear, by that name, in the 
1870 Ripley County census, though he is present in the 1860 and 1880 census, with Mariah living 
with him in 1880. The 1870 census records "Jesse" as 30 years old and born in Indiana, which 
matches Nathaniel's information. His occupation is Cooper, which is his father's occupation.1+7:18 

The Shepherd Family records note Mariah's death as Jul 1884; however, her burial location is 
not known. While the records do not identify a location, her death was probably in Ripley County, 


Indiana. 


12 Figure 6.6. 1850 United States Federal Census - Madison, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

13 Figure 6.7. Indiana State Prison Record for Benjamin Shepherd. 

14 Tn this context, "intemperate" could mean one of two things - either he drank heavily or he may have been just a mean 
person. 

15 Figure 6.8. 1860 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 

16 Figure 6.9. 1860 United States Federal Census - Jeffersonville, Clark County, Indiana. 

1” Figure 6.10. 1870 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 

18 Figure 6.11. 1880 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 
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Figure 6.1 


Mariah Roberts;6] and Benjamin Shepherd Marriage Record 
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Received 5 Oct 2020 from Indiana State Library, Genealogy Division. 315 West Ohio Street, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Original source: Marriage Records, Ripley County, Indiana, 1818-1922. Film #007730338, citing 
Ripley County, Indiana Clerk of the Circuit Court, Record of Marriages v. 1, Jul 1818-Nov 1834, Pages 121 & 
122. 
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Transcript 


Be it remembered that on the 26th day of August 1828 A marriage License Issued from the Clerks 
office of the Ripley Circuit Court under the seal of said Court in the words & figures following to wit. 


State of Indiana, Ripley County. To any person legally authorized to solemnize the rights of 
matrimony. These are therefore to license and permit you to Join in the holy estate of matrimony 
Benjamin Shepherd and Mariah Roberts and for so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant. Given 
under my hand and seal of office at Versailles this 26th day of August 1828. C. Overturf Clk 


Be it remembered that James Christie Esqr filed in the Clerks office of the Ripley Circuit Court a 
certificate of marriage in the words and figures following To wit 


State of Indiana, Ripley County. Be it remembered that on the 28th day of August 1828 the rites of 


matrimony were solemnized between Benjamin Shepherd and Mariah Roberts by me. James 
Christie JP 
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Figure 6.2 (2 pages) 
1830 United States Federal Census —- Ripley County, Indiana 
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"1830 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8058/images/4409444 _00026?pId=1027500 : accessed 
3 Nov 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Not Stated > Images 17 & 18 of 46 
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Figure 6.3 
West Fork Baptist Church — Mariah Shepherd,.6) Received into Membership 
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Figure 6.4 (2 pages) 
1840 United States Federal Census —- Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 
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"1840 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8057/images/4411339_00227?pId=2019896 : accessed 
3 Nov 2021), Indiana > Jefferson > Shelby > Images 11 & 12 of 26. 
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Figure 6.5 
1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 
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"1850 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8054/images/4192458 00463?pId=1975246 : accessed 
3 Nov 2021), Indiana > Jefferson > Shelby > Image 36 of 40. 


149 


Figure 6.6 


1850 United States Federal Census - Madison, Jefferson County, Indiana 
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"1850 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
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Figure 6.7 (2 pages) 


Indiana State Prison Record for Benjamin Shepherd 
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Figure 6.8 
1860 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Ripley County, Indiana 
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"1860 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7667/images/4217771_00412?pId=8948185 : accessed 
3 Nov 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Shelby > Image 44 of 50. 
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Figure 6.9 
1860 United States Federal Census - Jeffersonville, Clark County, Indiana 
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"1860 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7667/images/4215015_00485?pId=8288837 : accessed 
3 Nov 2021), Indiana > Clark > Jeffersonville > Image 159 of 164. 
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Figure 6.10 
1870 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Ripley County, Indiana 
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Figure 6.11 


1880 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Ripley County, Indiana 
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[7-296.} 


Note A.-The Census Year begins June 1, 1879, and ends May 31, 1880. 
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"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4240641-00096?pId=27508409 


3 Nov 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Shelby > 160 > Image 44 of 59. 
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Appendix 6.1 


Shepherd Family Records 
Received 10 Oct 2020 from Barbara Carrier of Cincinnati, Ohio. She obtained the images on 9 Oct 2020 from 
the Shepherd Family file at the Ripley County, Indiana Historical Society, 125 N. Washington Street, 


Versailles, Indiana. 


10/11/2020 


Subject: Shepherd Family 


From: “Barbara Carrier" <r 


Sent: 10/10/2020 8:51:36 PM 
To: towxxaS7@gmail.com; 
Hi Jon! 


I will email you the docs in a separate email. Just want to let you know a few things. 
They were only open for 3 hours so I had limited time to help you out, but I did pull a 
folder marked Shepherd family was was able to take some quick pics of some docs I 
thought you might be interested in. There were 4 Shepherd names in the folder that had 
commitment papers, Benjamin wasn’t one. There was an Eva and I think a John, and I 
can’t remember the other two names. I didn’t get those because you didn’t mention any 
other names. What I found most interesting is the info from a family bible that listed his 
date of death. That will be the first one in the in my next email, and the lady that 
provided the info also included some of her research. I also found a record of a deed in 
which Ben sold some property which I'll include. 

Now that there’s a date of death, I can search for a will. I just don’t know when I'll be 
going back. My sister and I both do our family research together and we also go to the 
Indiana State Library a couple of times a year and they have been an excellent source for 
us. We live in Cincinnati so it’s a far drive. I'm more than willing to check further for you 
if you don’t have any luck with your inquires. I have also been lucky with 
Newspapers.com and Genealogybank.com locating notices of deaths,etc. but I don’t 
remember which one for Ripley County. 

The historical society's staff consists 

of volunteers And they are all older folks. The man that was there Friday did say they 
have commitment docs for the insane asylum in boxes in the basement and he offered to 
check 

those, so I gave him the info and my email address. He didn’t give me any time period, 
so we'll see. 


Hope I've been some help, I know how frustrating it can be when you know the info is 
out there “somewhere”. 


Let me know if the pics I send are clear enough for you. If not, I'll resend in a bigger 
size. 


Barb 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Ripley County , Indiana densdele “5 - as ; 
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7. MARANDA (b. 31 Dec 1814; d. 23 Nov 1881)? 

Birth: abt. 31 Dec 1814 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 
Marriage & children: 19 Jun 1836 to David Harrison Blunk in 
Switzerland County, Indiana (b. 26 Oct 1811 in Henry County, 
Kentucky; d. 20 May 1902 in Granby, Newton County, Missouri). 


William M. Blunk 

o b. 19 Jun 1836 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 

o m. 24 Mar 1859 to Mary L. Brown in Switzerland County, 
Indiana (b. abt. 1835 in Indiana; d.__s=*ds. 

o d. 14 Jun 1888 in Lamar, Barton County, Missouri. 

Rachel Blunk 

o b. 15 Apr 1839 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o m. 22 Dec 1859 to James Stevenson Knox in 
Switzerland County, Indiana (b. 14 Jun 1831 in 


Switzerland County, Indiana; d. 1 May 1912 in Undated photo purported to 
Switzerland County, Indiana). Bou igiallag peace 

o d.17 Aug 1866 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 

John Roberts Blunk 

o b. 8 Nov 1840 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o m. 14 Jun 1877 to Elizabeth Ann Green in Newton County, Missouri (b. 21 Oct 1850 in 
Northumberland, England; d. 19 Mar 1924 in Granby, Newton County, Missouri). 

o d. 25 Feb 1921 in Creek County, Oklahoma. 

Rosanna Blunk 

o b. 24 Sep 1842 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 

o m. 24 Sep 1862 to William Stansil Cosby in Switzerland County, Indiana (b. 1843 in 
___; d. 16 Jan 1921 in Evansville, Vanderburgh County, Indiana). 

o d. 28 Feb 1864 in Indiana. 

Elizabeth Blunk 

ob. abt. 1845 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o d. 


1 Photograph source: "Miranda (Roberts) Blunk," Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui- 
viewer/collection/1030/tree/83705163/person/290159241067/media/8243191c-eba9-4e2b-a2d1- 
8ae162190ef1?_phsrc=mie-615921&usePUBJs=true : accessed 8 Nov 2021). Caption on original: "Believed to be Miranda 
(Roberts) Blunk B--1814 D--1881 Married to David H Blunk." Originally shared by Ancestry.com member DavidAHorne on 
20 Dec 2012. Per email exchange in Nov 2020, the photograph was in a collection sent to him by Robert Lee Blunk (1923- 
2017), David H. Blunk's 2x great grandson. Mr. Horne is married to Robert Lee Blunk's niece Kim Marie Blunk, a 3rd great 
granddaughter of Maranda (Kim Marie Blunk > Wayne Forest Blunk > Walter Leroy Blunk > Ferdinand Adolphus Blunk > 
William M. Blunk > Maranda Roberts;7)). 
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e Mary Jane Blunk 

o b. Dec 1846 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o m. 20 Jul 1870 to William J. Orr in Montgomery County, Illinois (b. 1842 in Ireland; d. 
15 Aug 1914 in Newton, Harvey County, Kansas). 

o d. 22 Aug 1921 in Newton, Harvey County, Kansas 

e Sarah Francis Blunk 

o b. 5 May 1849 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o m. 31 Mar 1870 to Ferdinand F. Gough in Montgomery County, Illinois (b. 15 Sep 1846 
in Illinois; d. 23 Jan 1927 in Granby, Newton County, Missouri. 

o d. 14 Apr 1926 in Granby, Newton County, Missouri. 

e David H. Blunk 

o b. 10 Jul 1850 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o m.5 Sep 1875 to Mary Elizabeth Ping in Newton County, Missouri (b. 23 Mar 1857 in 
Paducah, McCracken County, Kentucky; d. 1 Nov 1948 in Stella, Newton County, 
Missouri). 

o d. 2 Sep 1898 in Carthage, Jasper County, Missouri. 

e Winfield Scott Blunk 

o b. 25 Feb 1853 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o mi. 4 Aug 1875 to Emma C. Puckett in Montgomery County, Illinois (b. abt. 1857 in 
Illinois; d. sid). 

o m2. 10 Jan 1887 to Martha Ellen Blunk in Stone County, Missouri (b. Apr 1865 in Iowa; 
d. 25 May 1929 in Treece, Cherokee County, Kansas). 

o d. 22 Jul 1919 in Granby, Newton County, Missouri. 

Death: 23 Nov 1881, likely in Missouri. 


Maranda was the sixth child of Edward;1; and Rosy (Stewart) Roberts. One source places her 
birth as abt. 1812, while her headstone states she was 66 years, 10 months, 23 days old at death, 
placing her birth abt. 31 Dec 1814. Her birth was likely in Clark County, Kentucky as this is where 
her parents were married and, based upon the 1810 Clark County, Kentucky census, were living at 


the time. 23-4 


? See Figure 1.2. Excerpt from Ancestors of Hester Violet Liggett, 1904-1979, by Norma Jean Holland. 
3 Figure 7.1. Maranda (Roberts) Blunk;7} Headstone. 
4 See Figure 1.9. 1810 United States Federal Census - Clark County, Kentucky. Family members reflected in the census are: 
e White males < 10 - 2 (John S..4}, Zachariahts)) 
e White males 26-44 - 1 (Edwardry)) 
e White females < 10 - 3 (Elizabeth2}, Sarahys), possibly Mariahye)) 
e White females 26-44 - 1 (Rosy) 
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In 1819, Maranda's father purchased 160 acres of land in Ripley County, Indiana under the 
Land Act of 1796 and the family then migrated to that County. The 1820 Ripley County census 
shows the family had grown to nine, with Maranda enumerated as a female < 10 years old.*® 

e White males < 10 - 3 (Zachariahts], Edwardys}, and Elijahy1o}) 

e White males 10-16 - 1 (John S.~,4)) 

e White males > 45 - 1 (Edwardj1)) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Mariahje), Maranda;7j, Maryjs)) 

e White females 17-26 - 2 (Elizabeth;2}, Sarahys)) 

e White females 26-45 - 1 (Rosy) 

Maranda was an early member of the West Fork Baptist Church, having been received into 
church membership by experience on 24 Jan 1829.’ 

Her father, Edward1], passed away bef. 3 May 1830, when Maranda would have been about 16 
years old. During probate of Edward's estate, Maranda's brother, Johnja], was appointed guardian 
of her younger brothers, Edwardj9) and Elijahtio}, but I have found no record appointing a guardian 
for Maranda. Presumably, she continued living with her mother, Rose.® 

On 24 May 1834, Maranda received a Letter of Dismission from West Fork Baptist Church and 
on 19 Jun 1836, married David Harrison Blunk in Switzerland County, Indiana. Maranda apparently 
gave birth to their first child, William M. Blunk, on or about this same date. William's Find-a-Grave 
memorial identifies his date of birth as 19 Jun 1836, which is verified by his death record recording 
his date of death as 14 Jun 1888 at the age of 51 years, 11 months, 26 days.%1011,12 

The 1840 Census for Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana shows the Blunk family 
had grown to four with the addition of Maranda's and David's first two children, William M. and 
Rachel. David worked in both agriculture and the mining industry.?% 

e White males < 5 - 1 (William M.) 

e White males 20 to < 30 - (David) 

e White females < 5 - 1 (Rachel) 

e White females 20 to < 30 (Marandaj7)) 

The Blunk family remained in Switzerland County through at least the early 1860s, and 
expanded their family to nine children. David farmed his land during this period and seems to have 
been fairly wealthy as he valued his real estate at $4,000 in 1850, which had increased to $25,000 


> See Figure 1.10. Edward Robertsj1; 1819 Land Purchase, Ripley County, Indiana. 

6 See Figure 1.3. 1820 United States Federal Census - Ripley County, Indiana. 

7 Figure 7.2. West Fork Baptist Church - Maranda Roberts;7} Received into Membership. 

8 See Figure 1.19A. Edward Roberts Probate - Appointment of Guardian. 

° Figure 7.3. West Fork Baptist Church - Maranda Roberts;7; Letter of Dismission. 

10 Figure 7.4. Maranda Robertsi7] & David Harrison Blunk Marriage Record. 

11 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24906543/william-m.-blunk, accessed 7 Nov 2021. 

12 Figure 7.5. William M. Blunk Death Record. 

13 Figure 7.6. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 
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by 1860. In 1862, David paid a federal tax of two dollars on a two-horse carriage he owned, and in 
1863, he paid $140 in federal taxes on an income of $4,600 and his two-horse carriage. !4/15:1617 

A document purported to be a transcript of David's obituary states that he had a wonderful 
business knowledge and was quite successful in his undertakings until the Civil War. He was 
apparently considered one of the wealthiest men in Switzerland County at that time, shipping 
produce south. After suffering losses, he then built a steamboat, named the D. H. Blunk, and 
shipped supplies to the army during the war. This has not been confirmed.'8 

The Blunk family migrated to Nokomis Township, Montgomery County, Illinois prior to 1870. 
According to David's purported obituary, the family then migrated to Williams Township, Stone 
County, Missouri in 1871, where they are found in the 1880 census. Maranda passed away 23 Nov 
1881 and is buried in the New Salem Cemetery in Seligman, Barry County, Missouri. Her death was 
likely in Stone County, Missouri since this is where she and David were living for the 1880 


census, !9/20/21 


14 Figure 7.7. 1850 United States Federal Census - Craig Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

15 Figure 7.8. 1860 United States Federal Census - Craig Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

16 Figure 7.9. 1862 United States Tax Assessment - Switzerland County, Indiana. 

17 Figure 7.10. 1863 United States Tax Assessment - Switzerland County, Indiana. 

18 Figure 7.11. Purported Transcript of David Harrison Blunk's Obituary. 

19 Figure 7.12. 1870 United States Federal Census - Nokomis Township, Montgomery County, Illinois. 

20 Figure 7.13. 1880 United States Federal Census - Williams Township, Stone County, Missouri. 

21 Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/22622839/miranda-blunk : accessed 08 
November 2021), memorial page for Miranda Roberts Blunk (31 Dec 1814-23 Nov 1881), Find a Grave Memorial ID 
22622839, citing New Salem Cemetery, Seligman, Barry County, Missouri, USA. 
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Figure 7.1 
Maranda (Roberts) Blunk,7] Headstone 


Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/22622839/miranda-blunk : 
accessed 08 November 2021), memorial page for Miranda Roberts Blunk (31 Dec 1814-23 Nov 1881), Find a 
Grave Memorial ID 22622839, citing New Salem Cemetery, Seligman, Barry County, Missouri, USA; 
Maintained by Dorothy Blunk Perales (contributor 46798471). Photo added 9 Sep 2009 by Susan Ing 
(contributor 47043987). 
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Figure 7.2 


West Fork Baptist Church — Maranda Roberts,7] Received into Membership 


"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128. 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 


Figure 7.3 


West Fork Baptist Church — Maranda Roberts,7) Letter of Dismission 
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"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128. 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 
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Figure 7.4 


Maranda Roberts,7] & David Harrison Blunk Marriage Record 


eh : 4 i i See gs eee RSS e: 
Received 5 Oct 2020 from Indiana State Library, Genealogy Division, 315 West Ohio Street, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. Original source: Marriage Records, Circuit Court, Switzerland County, Indiana, 1814-1957, Film 
#004646665. Citing: Switzerland County, Indiana Clerk of the Circuit Court, Marriage Records, Nov 1814-Nov 
1843, Page 318. 
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Figure 7.5 
William M. Blunk Death Record 
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"Missouri, U.S., Death Records, 1850-1931," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1172/images/vrmmo1833_c593-0501?pId=1213421 : 
accessed 8 Nov 2021), Barton > ALL > 1883-1899 > Image 97 of 110. 
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Figure 7.6 (2 pages) 
1840 United States Federal Census — Pleasant Township, 


Switzerland County, Indiana 
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"1840 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8057/images/4410616_00275?pId=2047789 : accessed 
8 Nov 2021), Indiana > Switzerland > Pleasant > Images 31 & 32 of 36. 
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Figure 7.7 
1850 United States Federal Census - Craig Township, Switzerland County, Indiana 
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"1850 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8054/images/4192479_00066?pId=2361071 : accessed 
8 Nov 2021), Indiana > Switzerland > Craig > Image 7 of 46. 
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Figure 7.8 
1860 United States Federal Census - Craig Township, Switzerland County, Indiana 
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"1860 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7667/images/4217777_00193?pId=256575 : accessed 8 
Nov 2021), Indiana > Switzerland > Craig > Image 49 of 49. 
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Figure 7.9 


1862 United States Tax Assessment — Switzerland County, Indiana 
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"U.S., IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-1918," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1264/images/rhusai862_101764-00420?pId=5201732 : 
accessed 8 Nov 2021), Indiana > District 3; Annual Lists, Monthly and Special Lists; Sept. 1862-Dec. 1863 > 


Image 390 of 436. 
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Figure 7.10 
1863 United States Tax Assessment — Switzerland County, Indiana 
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IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-1918," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1264/images/rhusai862_101764-00437?pId=3645260 : 
accessed 8 Nov 2021), Indiana > District 3; Annual Lists, Monthly and Special Lists; Sept. 1862-Dec. 1863 > 


Image 407 of 436. 
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Figure 7.11 
Purported Transcript of David Harrison Blunk's Obituary 


Obituary of Deacon David H. Blunk Appeard probably in Granby, Missouri, newspaper 


The subject of this sketch was born in Henry County, Kentucky, October 26, 1811, and with his parents 
moved to Switzerland County, Indiana, when only nine years old where he grew to manhood as a 
farmer, and although with a poor chance for an education he showed a wonderful business knowledge 
and was successful in all his undertakings up to the commencement of the Civil War. He started, which 
afterward proved his financial ruin, that of shipping produce south and continued in that business until 
the civil war. He was considered one of the wealthiest men in the county but lost heavily by the 
stoppage of trade and the blockading of the river and the destruction of his property in New Orleans. 
After his losses in this transaction, he, with other parties builded [sic] a steamboat, the writer saw and 
was aboard of this boat. She was named for her owner, the “DH Blunk”. Afterwards he bought out his 
partners and became the sole owner and did a good business shipping supplies to the army during the 
war. After the war he moved with his family to Mattoon, Illinois. In 1871 he came to Missouri and 
located in Newtonia, where he was loved and revered by all who knew him. He was married to Miss 
Miranda Roberts, who preceded him to the better world some 20 years ago. After her death he became 
very unsettled and went to Western Kansas, where he again met with reverses in fortune. Returning to 
Granby, Missouri, he made his home with his daughter Mrs. Gough. He was the father of nine children 
four of whom survive him. John R, Winfield S and Mrs. Sarah Gough of Granby and Mrs. Mary Orr of 
Newton, Kansas, all of whom were present at his bedside where he died very peacefully at his son-in- 
law’s Ferd Gough’s in Granby. May 20" 1902 aged 90 years six months and 24 days. 


He was converted and joined the Missionary Baptist church when 18 years of age and lived a faithful 
member until death. His membership was in the first or missionary Baptist church of Granby, MO. He 
was a Baptist for 72 years and his faithfulness as a Christian was never brought in question. A noble 
example indeed. 


Funeral by the writer. 


J.S. Johnson 


"Obituary of Deacon David H," Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui- 
viewer/collection/1030/tree/83705163/person/290159241197/media/c21542de-227b-4d01-8be1- 
e504c301d168?_phsrc=mie-1581693&usePUBJs=true : accessed 8 Nov 2021). Originally shared by 
Ancestry.com user J_Weien on 2 Oct 2017. 


Note: I sent a message to J_Weien via Ancestry on 28 Oct 2020 for further verification. Her reply of 16 Nov 
2020 states she read the obituary about 10 years ago in a library that had the original newspapers bound, but 
could not recall the newspaper. In correspondence with Ancestry.com user DavidAHorne on 30 Nov 2020, he 
stated that David Blunk's 2x great grandson, Robert Lee Blunk (1923-2017) did not believe the D. H. Blunk 
riverboat was associated with Maranda's husband, David H. Blunk. Mr. Horne is married to Robert Lee Blunk's 
niece Kim Marie Blunk, a 3rd great granddaughter of Maranda (Kim Marie Blunk (b. 1956) > Wayne Forest 
Blunk > Walter Leroy Blunk > Ferdinand Adolphus Blunk > William M. Blunk > Maranda Roberts;7}). 
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Figure 7.12 


1870 United States Federal Census —- Nokomis Township, 
Montgomery County, Illinois 
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"1870 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7163/images/4263700_00466?pId=16132643 : accessed 
8 Nov 2021), Illinois > Montgomery > Nokomis > Image 24 of 70. 
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Figure 7.13 


1880 United States Federal Census —- Williams Township, Stone County, Missouri 


(7-296.) 
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Note A.—The Census Year begins June 1, 1879, and ends May 31, 1880. 
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"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4242111-00187?pId=34783594 


8 Nov 2021), Missouri > Stone > Williams > 122 > Image 3 of 12. 
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: accessed 


8. Mary (b. abt. 1815, d. bef. Jan 1832) 
Birth: abt. 1815 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 
Death: bef. Jan 1832, likely in Ripley County, Indiana 


Mary was the seventh child of Edward;1] and Rosy (Stewart) Roberts. I have found no record 
positively identifying her date and place of birth; however, she is identified as an heir in her 
father's will with the rest of his children. Mary is listed between Marandaj7} (b. 1814) and Edwardyo9} 
(b. 1816). Assuming the children are listed in order of birth, we can place Mary's birth as abt. 1815 
in Kentucky, likely, Clark County, as this is where her parents were married and, based upon the 
1810 Clark County, Kentucky census, were living at the time. 

In 1819, Mary's father purchased 160 acres of land in Ripley County, Indiana under the Land 
Act of 1796 and the family then migrated to that County. The 1820 Ripley County census shows 
the family had grown to nine, with Mary enumerated as a female < 10 years old.?4 

e White males < 10 - 3 (Zachariahjs], Edward;s}, and Elijahyi1o}) 

e White males 10-16 - 1 (John S.j4) 

e White males > 45 - 1 (Edwardj1)) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Mariahje), Maranda;7j, Maryjs)) 

e White females 17-26 - 2 (Elizabeth;2}, Sarahys)) 

e White females 26-45 - 1 (Rosy) 

I have found no additional records positively identifying Mary until the Nov 1831 term of the 
Ripley County, Indiana Probate Court when the Executors of her father's estate were ordered to 
distribute the proceeds of the estate sale. In the initial order of distribution, Mary was to receive 
her proportional share of $14.62. A subsequent order of the Court directs the Executors to give 
Mary's proportional share to her mother, Rose, because Mary had "departed this life since the order 
for distribution at a former term of this Court." Based on other information in this record, which is 
not included in Figure 1.19, it appears this probate minute was written abt. Jan 1832, placing 
Mary's death prior to then. Her death was likely in Ripley County, Indiana.*® 

During the early 19th Century, Polly was a common nickname for Mary. West Fork Baptist 
Church records identify a Polly Roberts as an early member of that church. Since Mary's sister, 


Maranda, is identified in this record and many of our Roberts ancestors, as well as many of the 


1 See Figure 1.13. Edward Robertsy1; Will. 
2 See Figure 1.9. 1810 United States Federal Census - Clark County, Kentucky. Family members reflected in the census are: 
e White males < 10 - 2 (John S..4), Zachariahjs)) 
e White males 26-44 - 1 (Edwardry)) 
e White females < 10 - 3 (Elizabeth2}, Sarahys;, possibly Mariahye)) 
e White females 26-44 - 1 (Rosy) 
3 See Figure 1.10. Edward Robertsj1; 1819 Land Purchase, Ripley County, Indiana. 
4 See Figure 1.3. 1820 United States Federal Census - Ripley County, Indiana. 
> See Figure 1.18. Edward Roberts;1; Probate - Order of Distribution. 
§ See Figure 1.19B. Edward Robertsp1) Probate - Distribution of Mary Robertsys] Inheritance. 
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families into which the Roberts married, were members of the church, might this entry show Mary 
as an early member?’ 

Before leaving Mary, one piece of misinformation needs to be put to rest. One source places 
Mary's birth as abt. 1814 and that she married a James H. Prather on 5 May 1840 in Ripley County, 
Indiana. As has been shown in this sketch, Mary passed away bef. Jan 1832, so information about 


her from this source, beyond her approximate year of birth, is incorrect.® 


7 See Figure 3.2. West Fork Baptist Church - Names of Members Received from Constitution to January 1829. 
8 See Figure 1.2. Excerpt from Ancestors of Hester Violet Liggett, 1904-1979, by Norma Jean Holland. 
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9. EDWARD (b. abt. 1816, d. aft. 1889) 
Birth: abt. 1816 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 


Marriage & children: 16 Mar 1837 to Susanna Fallis in Signature on 10 Apr 1837 
F : . acknowledgment of receiving his father's 
Switzerland County, Indiana (b. abt. 1808 in Kentucky; d. inheritance from brother John S. 


aft. 1889). 


Robertsy4). 


Rebecca Roberts 

o b. abt. 1838 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o d. 

David F. Roberts 

o b. 18 Sep 1839 in Bennington, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

o m. 24 Aug 1865 to Amanda E. Dennis in Shelby County, Indiana (b. 18 Mar 1841 in 


Indiana; d. 14 May 1914 in Pleasanton, Linn County, Kansas). 


o d.17 Apr 1918 in Wilmore, Comanche County, Kansas. 

Nancy Roberts 

o b. 29 Apr 1841 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 

o m. 22 Oct 1858 to John James McKim in Switzerland County, Indiana (b. 25 Feb 1832 in 
Warren County, Ohio; d. 27 Aug 1911 in Carrollton, Carroll County, Kentucky). 

o d. 16 Nov 1915 in Carrollton, Carroll County, Kentucky. 

Isabella Roberts 

o b. 5 Mar 1843 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o m. 14 Oct 1860 to Thomas William Ward in Switzerland County, Indiana (b. 1839 in 
Indiana; d. 5 Apr 1919). 

o d.5 Aug 1880. 

Simeon S. Roberts 

o b. 27 Oct 1844 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 

o m. 30 Aug 1866 to Margaret McGuire in Ohio County, Indiana (b. 1850 in Indiana; d. 
1926). 

o d. 7 Nov 1921 in Lawrenceburg, Dearborn County, Indiana. 

John William Roberts 

o b. 5 Oct 1846 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o m. 30 Mar 1870 to Sarah E. Bennett in Decatur County, Indiana. 

o d. 30 Mar 1909 in Lafayette, Tippecanoe County, Indiana. 

Eliza Ann Roberts 

o b. 11 Feb 1849 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 

o m. 3 Jul 1867 to Jackson Oliver Perry Myers in Rising Sun, Ohio County, Indiana. 

o d.11 Sep 1924 in Tilton, Vermilion County, Illinois. 
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e Sarah Martha Roberts 
o b. 12 Apr 1852 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 
o m. 10 Feb 1869 to Thomas Benton Winkley in Dearborn County, Indiana. 
o d. 14 May 1913 in York, Dearborn County, Indiana. 
Death: aft. 1889. 


Edward was the eighth child of Edward,1) and Rosy (Stewart) Roberts. I have found no record 
positively identifying his date and place of birth; however, census records consistently place his 
birth as abt. 1816 in Kentucky. He received his inheritance from his father's estate on 10 Apr 1837, 
presumably having reached the age of majority (21 years), which also suggests an 1816 birth. 
Another source gives his birth as 7 Apr 1816 in Kentucky. He was likely born in Clark County, 
Kentucky since that is where his parents were married and, based upon the 1810 Clark County, 
Kentucky census, were living at the time. Edward's brother, Elijahjio], also received his inheritance 
in 1837, so it is possible they were twins.!3 

In 1819, Edward's father purchased 160 acres of land in Ripley County, Indiana under the Land 
Act of 1796 and the family then migrated to that County. The 1820 Ripley County census shows 
the family had grown to nine, with Edward enumerated as a male < 10 years old.*° 

e White males < 10 - 3 (Zachariahjs], Edward;s}, and Elijahy1o}) 

e White males 10-16 - 1 (John S.,4)) 

e White males > 45 - 1 (Edwardj1)) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Mariahje;, Marandaj7), Marys) 

e White females 17-26 - 2 (Elizabeth;2}, Sarah;3}) 

e White females 26-45 - 1 (Rosy) 

In 1830, Edward's brother, John4], was appointed guardian for both he and his brother, 
Elijah,io), after their father's death sometime before 3 May 1830. I have not found an 1830 census 
that positively reflects John and his known family at that time. No John Roberts is enumerated in 
the Ripley County, Indiana census. The 1830 census record that appears to most closely match 
John's known family members, including Edwardj9] and Elijahyio), is for Switzerland County, 


Indiana.®” 


1 See Figure 1.20. Edward Roberts; Probate - Edwardjs) and Elijah W. Robertsj10) Estate Settlements. 
2 See Figure 1.2. Excerpt from Ancestors of Hester Violet Liggett, 1904-1979, by Norma Jean Holland. 
3 See Figure 1.9. 1810 United States Federal Census - Clark County, Kentucky. Family members reflected in the census are: 
e White males < 10 - 2 (John S..4), Zachariahjs)) 
e White males 26-44 - 1 (Edwardry)) 
e White females < 10 - 3 (Elizabeth,2}, Sarahj3}, possibly Mariahjey) 
e White females 26-44 - 1 (Rosy) 
4 See Figure 1.10. Edward Roberts;1; 1819 Land Purchase, Ripley County, Indiana. 
> See Figure 1.3. 1820 United States Federal Census - Ripley County, Indiana. 
6 See Figure 1.19A. Edward Roberts Probate - Appointment of Guardian. 
7 See Figure 4.2. 1830 United States Federal Census - Switzerland County, Indiana. 
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e Male < 5 - 1 (Charlesyi2)) 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 2 (Williami1; and either Edwardjg] or Elijaht1o}) 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 1 (either Edwardys) or Elijahy1o3) 

e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 (Johnya}) 

e Female < 5 - 1 (Sarahyi3)) 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 1 (Unknown) 

e Female 30 to < 40 - 1 (Jane) 

There are some discrepancies, however, with this census. Birth dates for Edward and Elijah, are 
not positively known; however, in Apr and Aug 1837, John gave his brothers their inheritance from 
their father's estate, apparently having reached the age of majority - 21 years of age. This places 
their birth abt. 1816 and both boys should be reflected in the male, aged 10 to < 15 group. This 
record also suggests an unknown daughter may have been born to John and Jane shortly after 
their marriage, with her death prior to the 1840 census since she does not appear in that, or 
subsequent, census records. 

On 16 Mar 1837, Edward married Susanna (Fallis) Mix in Switzerland County, Indiana. Susanna 
was about eight years his senior and prior to Edward, she had married Lyman Wallick Mix on 3 Sep 
1829 in Switzerland County. They had three children, Samuel, Adaline, and Lyman, before her 
husband passed away on 9 Mar 1836 in Switzerland County. The Mix children lived in the Roberts 
household after their father's death while Edward and Susanna built their own family. The family 
remained in Switzerland County until at least 1863, after which they migrated to Ohio County, 
Indiana, then to Dearborn County, Indiana by 1880.%%1° 

The 1840 census shows the Roberts family in Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana, 
with Edward engaged in agriculture. *4 

e Male < 5 - 2 (Lyman Mix & David F. Roberts) 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 1 (Samuel Mix) 

e Male 20 to < 30 - 1 (Edwardjs}) 

e Female < 5 - 1 (Rebecca Roberts) 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 1 (Adaline Mix) 

e Female 30 to < 40 - 1 (Susanna) 

On 16 Oct 1849, Edward was appointed the third Postmaster of the Bennington Post Office in 
Switzerland County and was reappointed to that position on 29 Mar 1852 while continuing to reside 


in Pleasant Township. !/13 


8 Figure 9.1. Edward Robertsj9} and Susanna (Fallis) Mix Marriage Record. 

° Figure 9.2. Susanna Fallis and Lyman Wallick Mix Marriage Record. 

10 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/167972393/lyman-wallick-mix. 

11 Figure 9.3. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 
12 Figure 9.4. Appointments of U.S. Postmasters, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

13 Figure 9.5. 1850 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 
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On 10 May 1859, Edward was appointed the third Postmaster for the Sugar Branch Post Office 
in Switzerland County as it appears this is about the time the family migrated east to Cotton 
Township. The 1860 census identifies his occupation as "Merchant" and Susanna's son, Samuel 
Mix, who was still living in the home, is listed as "Clerk." Since Edward was the Sugar Branch 
Postmaster, why would his occupation have been identified as Merchant? While we cannot know for 
sure, perhaps the post office was located in a general store, as was common in the era, and the 
enumerator identified the nature of the business in which the post office was located, rather than 
Edward's actual occupation. Samuel may have been a clerk in that store. Some credibility is given 
to this theory with the discovery of original records from the Sugar Branch general store — a Sugar 
Branch Post Office form with "E. Roberts, P. M." preprinted and ledgers identifying purchases made 
by "Edward Roberts" in the general store in May, Jun, Oct, and Nov 1860!1415,16 

The family remained in Switzerland County until 1863 or 1864, then moved north to Ohio 
County (Pike Township), Indiana where Edward was appointed Postmaster of the Bear Branch Post 
Office on 31 Aug 1864. He served in that capacity until 12 Mar 1867. By 1870, Edward and 
Susanna has moved to Rising Sun, Ohio County, Indiana where Edward is identified as a 
Minister.+718 

By 1880, Edward and Susanna had moved further north to Dearborn County, Indiana, settling 
in the town of Lawrenceburgh. His occupation is listed as "Saddler" and their grandson, Robert 
McKim (son of daughter Nancy and her husband, John James McKim) is shown living with the 
family as an apprentice. After arriving in Lawrenceburgh, Edward established a harness shop on 
Walnut Street. An arsonist's fire on 7 Feb 1889 completely destroyed his shop and the adjacent 
grocery store. Rather than attempt to rebuild his shop, it appears Edward chose this time to retire 
as later that year, he and Susanna moved to Indianapolis to make their home with "their daughter, 
Mrs. Mix." Edward and Susanna were probably living with Susanna's son Lyman Mix, who is the 
only son or daughter I have found living in Indianapolis proximate to this time. 19:2%21,22 

I have found no further record of Edward or Susanna after the 1889 arsonist's fire, so I have 
listed his death as aft. 1889. Holland (Figure 1.2) states Edward passed away 15 Mar 1896, with no 
location of death or source for this date identified. She also identifies Edward's full name as Charles 
Edward Roberts; however, I have found no record of a Charles Roberts, Charles Edward Roberts, or 


C. E. Roberts in any of the locations at which Edward is known to have lived. 


14 See Figure 9.4. Appointments of U.S. Postmasters, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

15 Figure 9.6. 1860 United States Federal Census - Cotton Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 
16 Figure 9.7. Ledgers from the Sugar Branch General Store. 

17 Figure 9.8. Appointments of U.S. Postmasters, Ohio County, Indiana. 

18 Figure 9.9. 1870 United States Federal Census - Rising Sun, Ohio County, Indiana. 

19 Figure 9.10. 1880 United States Federal Census - Lawrenceburgh, Dearborn County, Indiana. 

0 Figure 9.11. Newspaper Clipping - Edward Robertsjs) Arsonist's Fire. 

21 Figure 9.12. Newspaper Clipping - Edward Robertsjs; Move to Indianapolis. 

2 Figure 9.13. Excerpt from 1893 Indianapolis, Indiana City Directory. 
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Figure 9.1 
Edward Roberts;9] and Susanna (Fallis) Mix Marriage Record 


"Indiana Marriages, 1811-2007," database with images, Family Search, 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939N-T19M- 
98?i=6&cc=1410397&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKFZG-L1IT : accessed 12 Nov 2021), 
Switzerland > 1837-1840 > Image 7 of 209. 
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Figure 9.2 


Susanna Fallis and Lyman Wallick Mix Marriage Record 
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"Indiana Marriages, 1811-2007," database with images, Family Search, 


(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939N-T199-1X?i=7&cc=1410397 : accessed 12 Nov 2021), 
Switzerland > 1829-1837 > Image 8 of 175. 
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Figure 9.3 (2 pages) 


1840 United States Federal Census -— Pleasant Township, 
Switzerland County, Indiana 
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"1840 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/8057/4410616_00275/2047804 : accessed 8 Apr 2019), Indiana > 
Switzerland > Pleasant > Images 31 & 32 of 36. 
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Figure 9.4 
Appointments of US Postmasters, Switzerland County, Indiana 
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"U.S., Appointments of U. S. Postmasters, 1832-1971," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1932/images/30439_065420-00238?pId=254165 : 
accessed 12 Nov 2021), Indiana > Randolph-Whitley > Image 237 of 561. 
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Figure 9.5 


1850 United States Federal Census — Pleasant Township, 
Switzerland County, Indiana 
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"1850 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8054/images/4192479_00025?pId=2359392 : accessed 
12 Nov 2021), Indiana > Switzerland > Pleasant > Image 20 of 54. 
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Figure 9.6 


1860 United States Federal Census -— Cotton Township, 
Switzerland County, Indiana 
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"1860 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7667/images/4217777_00116?pid=253610 : accessed 
14 Nov 2020), Indiana > Switzerland > Cotton > Image 20 of 48. 
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Figure 9.7 (5 images) 
Ledgers from the Sugar Branch General Store 
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Received via email on 29 and 30 Jan 2022 from Kelly E. Lee whose 2x great grandfather, James H. Gibbs 
(Kelly E. Lee > Thomas Lee > Archie Lee > Nellie Gibbs > James H. Gibbs) owned a general store in Sugar 
Branch, Switzerland County, Indiana from the mid-1850s until his death in 1904. Kelly stated the post office 
form and ledgers are from his general store and were handed down by her 2x great grandfather. 
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Figure 9.8 


Appointments of US Postmasters, Ohio County, Indiana 
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"U.S., Appointments of U. S. Postmasters, 1832-1971," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1932/images/30439_065419-00338?pId=147289 : 
accessed 12 Nov 2021); Indiana > Lake-Putnam > Image 336 of 565. 
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Figure 9.9 
1870 United States Federal Census - Rising Sun, Ohio County, Indiana 
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"1870 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7163/images/4263021_00803?pId=1947444 : accessed 
12 Nov 2021), Indiana > Ohio > Rising Sun > Image 11 of 44. 
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Figure 9.10 
1880 United States Federal Census — Lawrenceburgh, Dearborn County, Indiana 
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"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4240580-00330?pId=45630691 : accessed 
12 Nov 2021), Indiana > Dearborn > Lawrenceburg > 048 > Image 13 of 95. 


204 


Figure 9.11 


Edward Roberts;9) Arsonist's Fire 


.{ their slumbers last Thursday morn- 
ing about one o’clock by the pro- 
, {longed ringing of the fire bell, The 
fj scene of the conflagration was Harry 
Dobeli’s grocery on Walnut street. 
The firemen responded prompily to 
the alarm, and in a short time were 
throwing water from the “Ones” en- 
gine. The boys fought the fire for 
all it was worth, and by their efficient 
work and the prompt orders of their 
Captain, Peter Endress, being obeyed, 
they were able to confine the flames 
to the two frame buildings, occupied 
by Harry Dobell as a giocery snd 
| Edward Roberts as a harness shop. 
The houses were situated right in 
the centre of one of the best business 
blocks in the city. The adjoining 
Auildings were miraculously saved, 
with about $200 damage to the two- 
story brick occupied by Harry Ru- 
dolph as a confectionary, and owned 
by John B. Garnier. Rudolph’s dam- |. 
age, to clothing and furniture, will 
reach $100. The building occupied |. 
by Lawrence April as a saloon, and}. 
known us the Ffalzgrat pvoperty,| 
was damaged about $200. The two 
frame buildings, with their contents, |. 
were entirely consumed. Harry Do- 
‘bell’s stock was insured for $800. | 
The fire was yndoubtedly the work} 
of an ifitendiary, und was 4 syecess}' 
as far as the frame structures were]. 
concerned. The brave and united}; 
work of the firemen cannot he praised |: 
too much. Their efforts saved thou- |' 
sands of dollars worth of property. || 
|The night was extremely cold, and}, 
| the firemen, with nothing to lose and | 
nothing to save, except their honor, |: 
| 
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deserve great credit for exposing 
their health and lives for the good 
{of others. 


Lawrenceburgh (IN) Register, 14 Feb 1889, pg. 3 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 9.12 


Edward Roberts;9; Move to Indianapolis 


THE REGISTER. Epwarp Roxzerts and wife have 


gone to Indianapolis, where they will 
make their home with their daughter, | 4] 
LAWRENCEBURGH, IND. Mrs. Mix. i 


Tune Big Fonr gravel trains are;* 
THURSDAY, - SEPT. 12, 1889 filling up the trestle work or switch | & 
Sur WO 
Se | at the Petersburg Distillery elevator 
Haas a Larger Circulation than any other} UCI Aurora, 


Lawrenceburgh (IN) Register, 12 Sep 1889, pg. 4 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 9.13 
Excerpt from 1893 Indianapolis, Indiana City Directory 


When in need of Tailors x =i.s.ce- BUY MONUMENTS from Smith ~z-2:=-—- 


ne 
ESTABLISHED 1876. TELEPHONE 168. 
CHESTER BRADFORD, 


SoLiciToR OF PATENTS, 
AND COUNSEL IN PATENT CAUSES. 
(Bee adv. page 6.) 

Office :—Rooms 16-18 Hubbard Block, S. W. 
Cor. Washington and Meridian Streets, 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. 


Mitchell Wm T, mantelsetter, h 627S East, 
Mitchell & Mitchell (James L 
and James L jr), Lawyers 22 Vance Blk; 
e Tel 1649. ° 
Mitcher Rose K, h 168 W Chesapeake. 
. Mithen Mary H (Mithen & Garis), h 17 
reer. 


goods 157 Virginia av. 
‘rederick, lab, h 270 S Tennes- 


> = Mittay Charles, lab, b117 Lincoln Ia. 


aw Washington. 

Fo Mittay Henry A, carp, h 719 E Ohio. 

DS Mittay Mary (wid Christian), h 244) E 
wx Washington. 

Z oO o Miuea Louisa C (wid George), h 93 Spann 


< wien Ls Love V M(wid George D), h n 5 
Orange av wol eystone av. 
on 2w of Keys 
r4 b4 — Frederick, stonecutter, h 128 W 
rz 


Mictery Martin, lab, h 75 Norwood. 
eS Mix, see also Bick, 
Mix Frank Sr Gmak b 53 Keystone av. 
Mix Gustav L, lab, h 74 Arizona. - 


Mittay Edward J, bartender, b 244% E~ 


Mobley James M, lab, 161 S East. 

Mobley Thomas J, cooper, h 82 8 West. 

Mobley Wm §, finisher, b 54 Ash. 

Mock Anna, clk, b 143 N Alabama. 

Mock Charles, farmer, h 556 Union. 

Mock Charles M, mach, bh 80 Oak. 

Mock Ernst, helper, h (H). 

Mock George, clk, b 368 Blake. 

Mock Henry M, plumber, h 198 Buchanan. 

Mock John A, lab, h 44 Dunlop. 

Mock Joseph,” carp, h 31 Martindale av, 

Mock Martin, tailor, h 127 Davidson. 

Mock Thomas E, clk, h 48 Barth av. 

Mock Wm H, carp,h 18 Hamilton av. 

Mock ford Thomas, painter, h es Illinois7 
n of 22d. 

Mode Charles F, clk, h 232 Spring. 

Mode George J Ww, clk, b 460 E Market, 

Mode Michael (Mode & Karle), h 460 E 
Market. 

Mode & Karle (Michael Mode, Joseph C 
Karle), shoes 93 E Washington. 

Model Clothing Co, Rothschild& 
Hays Proprs, 41 to 49 EWashington and 
2 to 228 Penn; Tel 763. 

Model Fence Co The (Horace L 
Pattison), Fence Manufacturers 38 E 
South. 

Modeland Newton, painter,r 61 N New Jer- 


Moslery August, mach h, 161 Pendleton 
pike. 


Moelman Minnie, music teacher 243 N 
East, b same. 
Mocs Henry W, bkkpr, b 401 S Merid- 


Moesch Julius, mach hd, b Park Heights. 
Moeslein Joseph, carver, *h 48 Wisconsin. 
Moesmer Bina (wid Philip), h 87 Weghorst. 
Moessmer Louis, helper, h 15 8 Rural. 
Moews August, lab, Si Keystone av. 
Moews Charles W, ‘mach, h25 me av. 
Moews Frederika (wid John), h 29 Key- 
stone av. 

Moews Henry F, mach, h 29 Keystone av. 
Moews Martin, mach, b 29 Keystone av. 
Moffett Edward D, phys 16 W Ohio, h 860 

N Meridian. 

Moffett Naomi C (wid Estel R), phys 274 

Circle, h same. 

*Moffest Robert, lab, h rear 203 Naomi. 
Moffitt Leroy D, carp, b 35 Garfield pl 
Moffitt Margaret (wid John), r 235 

Moffitt Margaret W re Win), b 50 Cedar. 
Moffitt Wm C, carp, h W McLene (N I). 
Mogle Daniel Em mach hd, b 422 W 2d. 
Mogle James E, ironworker, b 422 W 2d. 
Mose James, engr, h Union Stock Yards 

(Wh. 

Mohler Elmer J, lab, b 229 W Washington. 

Mohler Hannah (wid John), b 92 Paca, 

Mohler John, lab, h 814 S California. 

Mohler Samuel re salesman, h 145 High- 
land 

Mohn | M, mofr, b ae Cornell av. 

Mohr, see alsa Moore and M: 

Mohr Charles, driver, b 508 SN West. 

Mohr Emma D, teacher public school No 

2, h 216 E Market. 

Mohr Henry, lithog Wm B Burford, h 491 

“Broadway. 


arm and City Loans 


Twenty-five Years’ Experience. 


THOS.C.DAY& CO. 


72 East Manxer Sragzr. 


Moller, see also Miller, Moeller, Mueller and 
Muller. 


Moller Carl, Wall Paper 161 E Wash- 
ington, h 392 Ash. 
Moller Gustav, paperhanger, h cor Jeffer- 
erson and Frank. 
Molles Joseph M, blksmith, h Gale (B). 
Moloney, ae also "Maloney 
loney James H, carp E H Eldridge, h 
ae want 
loney John, mngr, r 665 N Mississi) 
Moltz Wm E, engr, h 77 Hoyt av. pei. 
Monaghan Albert, sawmkr, b 68 Maple. 
Monaghan Anthony, sawmkr, b 64 Maple. 
= Catherine (wid James), h h 68 
isoaghan Charles J, spinner, h 230 Lin- 
coln la. 
Monaghan John W, sawmkr, h 68 M: 
Monaghan Martin, lab, h 369 W Pearl. 
Monaghan Thomas 8, elk, b 123 Shelby. 
Monaghan Timothy, shoemkr,h 128 Shelby. 
Monahan Andrew, lab,’b 75 W Pearl. 
Monahan Charles, lab, h 1554 W Merrill. 
Monahan Frederick, lab, h 607 W Pearl. 
Monahan Hugh, lab, b 971 N Ilinois. 
Monahan John, lab, h 166 W M 
Monahan John, fireman, b 273 S West. 


© Mix John Dek, Patteromkr Thurmin & Modlin Mahlon, carp, h 590 W Morris Mohr Jacob, dler, h 76 Minnesota. Monahan John I, b 230'8 Tennessee. 
cO_s 80 W (WI). : Moby Jota eb 508 Woe Monahan Michael F, janitor, h 494 8 
al est 7 Cyclorams Ar- || Modrell Andrew J, lab,r 68 Cleveland Blk. Mohs Wm J A (Wm J A Mohs & Co), h7 Tennessee. 


cade, h719 bs ailino. 


Moech Julius, lab, ‘hws Indplss of 15th 
Moehlmann Froleciek H, checkman, b 


Shelb; 
Mohs Wa J A & Co (Wm J A Mobs), dry 


Monahan Patrick, b 166 W McCarty. 
Monahan Thomas, lab, h 258 W 7th. 


Moak Frank S brakeman, b 329 English av. 349 E McCart; goods 7-9 Shelby. Monahan Thomas, lab, h 280 8 Tennessee. 
Moak John C, brakeman, h 274 English av. Morkinsse Frederick W, packer, bh 349 Moister George, millwright, b 78 Nordyke Movahan Thomas J, marbleworker, b 258 
lcCarty. av (WI). 


Moehrman, see also Mc 


*Moker George W, porter, h 158 Howard. 


Monce Oscar O, lather, b 36 Ashland 


}OOTIREN. 
Moats Henry H, vice-pres Big Four Bldg |’ Moehrman Charles, engr, h 42 Bellefoo- Mold Andrew Jy b 59 Alvord. (wt). 
wn and lor ‘Assn, bh n w cor Kenwood av taine. : Molder Ellis T, mach . d, b 262 Archer. Moncrief Eldo, carp, b 600 Ash. 
and 25 Moellenkamp Frederick, student, b 9 Molder Jacob, cooper, h 2434 N West. Monday, see Munday. 
- Mobley Baad b se pee sea: = Mecmi: = sh bi Molder John, cooper, h 108 Bright. eames. Serre it eddie ae a (WI). 
ey Ha cooper, est. ‘oe! am] ‘x aomi. Molder John F, h Harlan 6 s of erdinand, mg) alley. 
otic? Hivaza L’cooter’h 76S West. | Moclien'oo Use ‘Miler, Moller, Maller end Orange Pou) he ® Hatian 6 8 of | ‘yondon B Frank, lab, b 27 N Noble. 
Muller. Moldthan Albert F, ik, b 143 Meek. ——————— 
ae H, carp, hws St Peter Moldthan Christine L (wid Christian E),h THE Loxe 
Snof 48 Buchanan. 


aT G. RUBUSH, 


Moeller Frederick A, lab, h 22 St Paul. 


Moldthan Minnie (wid Christian), h 143 
Meek. 


Moeller Henry, ironworker, h 21 Haugh, ‘and Dealers in 
Rear 231 N. Liberty St., at: rns Ming Richard, lab, h 345 Pitcher av. "Ching, tect mot Siding and 
a vi 
Will furnish estimates on all kinds of Moeller at aman, city agt Modi ay ‘ oling Sarah (wid John), b 345 Fletcher Se ae 


=== JOB WORK. 


Moeller Wn, tmstr, h 188 Coburn. 


BEAL ESTATE, FIRE INSURANCE 
LOANS AND RENTALS, 


Mollenkoph Louisa (wid Wm), h 114 Dor- 


heat University, Day and Night School. Eater Now, 


A. E. Lona, Pres’t. . 
116 W. Maryland St., INDIANAPOLIS. 


trained for the most lucrative No 
7s ioe positions. 


i 


7 $2 pue ¢z ‘09 Suyebnssog pue buyooy jaa9¢ syodeue;puy 


1,029 ‘190H “C'S “YS ‘OS ° 


7. E, REYNOLDS & C0, YOUNG PEOPL 


"U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/10736630 : accessed 12 Nov 2021), 
Indiana > Indianapolis > 1893 > Indianapolis, Indiana, City Directory, 1893 > Image 329 of 573. 
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10. 


Birth: abt. 1816 in Kentucky, likely Clark County. 
Marriage & children: 2 Aug 1838 to Nancy A. Voyles in 


1880). 


Death 


ELIJAH W. (b. abt. 1816, d. aft. 1880) 


Signature on 19 Aug 1837 
Switzerland County, Indiana (b. abt. 1822 in Indiana; d. bef. acknowledgment of receiving his 


father's inheritance from brother John 
S. Robertsra. 


Martha Roberts 

ob. abt. 1839 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o d. 

Artemesa Roberts 

o b. 30 Oct 1841 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 

o m. 24 Sep 1857 to Newton J. Dukes in Polk County, Missouri (b. 4 Dec 1836 in 
Kentucky; d. 2 Jul 1913). 

o d. 19 Jun 1874, likely in Polk County, Missouri. 

John Roberts 

o b. 5 Oct 1846 in Missouri, likely Polk County. 

o m.12 Apr 1865 to Margaret A. Kerr in Polk County, Missouri (b. 11 Apr 1847 in 
Missouri; d. 27 Jan 1916). 

o d.11 Apr 1916 in Tarrant County, Texas. 


Marion Roberts 

o b. abt. 1849 in Missouri, likely Polk County. 

o d. 

Elizabeth Roberts 

o b. 26 Jun 1851 in Missouri, likely Polk County. 

o m. 16 Dec 1868 to Hardy Miller Prater in Polk County, Missouri (b. 21 Nov 1836 in 
Tennessee; d. 26 Nov 1892). 

o d.17 Feb 1906 in Ardmore, Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory. 


Henry Roberts 

o b. abt. 1854 in Missouri, likely Polk County. 

o d. 

Evangeline Roberts 

o b. abt. 1857 in Missouri, likely Polk County. 

o m. 18 Dec 1879 to R. Alexander Robins n Tarrant County, Texas (b. abt. 1855 in 
Georgia; d.____si=*dz. 

o d. 


: aft. 1880. 
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Elijah was the ninth child of Edward;1] and Rosy (Stewart) Roberts. I have found no record 
positively identifying his date and place of birth; however, available records suggest his birth was 
sometime between 1815 and 1819. Census records place his birth as 1818 or 1819 in Kentucky. He 
received his inheritance from his father's estate on 19 Aug 1837, the same year as brother, 
Edwardj9}, presumably having reached the age of majority - 21 years old. This suggests an 1816 
birth. Another source gives his birth as abt. 1817 and 12 Aug 1815. I am placing his birth as abt. 
1816 based on receiving his inheritance the same year as Edwards), which suggests Elijah and 
Edward may have been twins. He was likely born in Clark County, Kentucky since that is where his 
parents were married and, based upon the 1810 Clark County, Kentucky census, were living at the 
time.+23 

In 1819, Elijah's father purchased 160 acres of land in Ripley County, Indiana under the Land 
Act of 1796 and the family then migrated to that County. The 1820 Ripley County census shows 
the family had grown to nine, with Elijah enumerated as a male < 10 years old.*/> 

e White males < 10 - 3 (Zachariahts}, Edwardys}, and Elijahyio}) 

e White males 10-16 - 1 (John S.;4) 

e White males > 45 - 1 (Edwardj1)) 

e White females < 10 - 3 (Mariahje), Maranda;7j, Maryjs)) 

e White females 17-26 - 2 (Elizabeth;2}, Sarahy3)) 

e White females 26-45 - 1 (Rosy) 

In 1830, Elijah's brother, John,4], was appointed guardian for both he and his brother, 
Edwardjs], after their father's death prior to 3 May 1830. I have not found an 1830 census that 
positively reflects John and his known family at that time. No John Roberts is enumerated in the 
Ripley County, Indiana census. The 1830 census record that appears to most closely match John's 
known family members, including Edwards] and Elijahrioj, is for Switzerland County, Indiana.®’ 

e Male < 5 - 1 (Charlesyi2)) 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 2 (Williami1; and either Edwardjs) or Elijaht1o}) 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 1 (either Edwardys) or Elijah1o}) 

e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 (Johnya)) 

e Female < 5 - 1 (Sarahs13)) 


e Female 5 to < 10 - 1 (Unknown) 


1 See Figure 1.20. Edward Roberts; Probate - Edwardjs) and Elijah W. Robertsj10) Estate Settlements. 
2 See Figure 1.2. Excerpt from Ancestors of Hester Violet Liggett, 1904-1979, by Norma Jean Holland. 
3 See Figure 1.9. 1810 United States Federal Census - Clark County, Kentucky. Family members reflected in the census are: 
e White males < 10 - 2 (John S..4)}, Zachariahjs)) 
e White males 26-44 - 1 (Edwardry)) 
e White females < 10 - 3 (Elizabeth,2], Sarahy3}, possibly Mariahjey) 
e White females 26-44 - 1 (Rosy) 
4 See Figure 1.10. Edward Roberts;1; 1819 Land Purchase, Ripley County, Indiana. 
> See Figure 1.3. 1820 United States Federal Census - Ripley County, Indiana. 
6 See Figure 1.19A. Edward Roberts) Probate - Appointment of Guardian. 
7 See Figure 4.2. 1830 United States Federal Census - Switzerland County, Indiana. 
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e Female 30 to < 40 - i (Jane) 

There are some discrepancies, however, with this census. Birth dates for Edward and Elijah, are 
not positively known; however, in Apr and Aug 1837, John gave his brothers their inheritance from 
their father's estate, apparently having reached the age of majority —- 21 years of age. This places 
their birth abt. 1816 and both boys should be reflected in the male, aged 10 to < 15 group. This 
record also suggests an unknown daughter may have been born to John and Jane shortly after 
their marriage, with her death prior to the 1840 census since she does not appear in that, or 
subsequent, census records.® 

Elijah married Nancy A. Voyles on 2 Aug 1838 in Switzerland County, Indiana and they soon 
began building their family. The 1840 census for Switzerland County shows that Elijah and Nancy 
already had a daughter, with Elijah engaged in agriculture.?1° 

e Male 20 to < 30 - 1 (Elijah) 

e Female < 5 - 1 (Martha) 

e Female 20 to < 30 - 1 (Nancy) 

Prior to 1846, the year of birth of son John in Missouri, the Roberts family had migrated to Polk 
County, Missouri where Elijah and Nancy raised their remaining five children. Elijah continued 
farming in Polk County through at least 1860. In 1857, pursuant to The Land Act of 1820, he 
purchased 40 acres of public land in Polk County, located in the SE/4, SW/4, Section 5, T32, 
R21,11,12,13,14 

I have been unable to identify Elijah in the 1870 census; however, by 1880, he had migrated to 
Tarrant County, Texas and is found living with daughter, Elizabeth and her family. Elijah is renting 
about 20 acres of farmland, valued at about $200, with about $30 of farm equipment and $65 of 
livestock. Farm production was estimated at $235. Since this census identifies him as a widower, 
we can presume Nancy passed away sometime prior to 1880, possibly giving Elijah the impetus to 
relocate to Tarrant County.1>-16 

Elijah's death is not positively known, except that it was after 1880 since he cannot be found in 
any census record after that year. Cindy Ball's margin notes in Holland (Figure 1.2) show his death 
as 20 Jan 1896 in Missouri and that Nancy died 20 May 1864 in Ardmore, Chickasaw Nation, Indian 


Territory. I have not been able to verify any of this information.*7” 


8 See Figure 1.20. Edward Robertsy1; Probate - Edwards] and Elijah W. Robertsy10) Estate Settlements. 

° Figure 10.1. Elijah Roberts;10) and Nancy A. Voyles Marriage Record. 

10 Figure 10.2. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

11 Figure 10.3. 1850 United States Federal Census - Polk County, Missouri. 

12 Figure 10.4. 1860 United States Federal Census - Mooney Township, Polk County, Missouri. 

13 Figure 10.5. Elijah W. Robertst1o) 1857 Land Purchase, Polk County, Missouri. 

14 Figure 10.6. Elijah W. Robertsj10) Polk County, Missouri Property. 

15 Figure 10.7. 1880 United States Federal Census - Tarrant County, Texas. 

16 Figure 10.8. 1880 Agricultural Schedule, Tarrant County, Texas. 

17 Margin notes in Holland (Figure 1.2) state location as Ardmore, "Oklahoma Territory." In 1864, this area was in the 
Chickasaw Nation of Indian Territory. Indian Territory comprised much of eastern and south central Oklahoma. Ardmore was 
incorporated in 1887 in what was Pickens County, Chickasaw Nation. 
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Figure 10.1 
Elijah Roberts,10] and Nancy A. Voyles Marriage Record 
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"Indiana Marriages, 1811-2019," database with images, Family Search 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939N-T112- 
G?i=67&cc=1410397&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKFZG-2GL : accessed 13 Nov 
2021), Switzerland > 1837-1840 > Image 68 of 209. 
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Figure 10.2 (2 pages) 


1840 United States Federal Census — Pleasant Township, 
Switzerland County, Indiana 
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"1840 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8057/images/4410616_00275?pId=2047804 : accessed 
13 Nov 2021), Indiana > Switzerland > Pleasant > Images 31 & 32 of 36. 
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Figure 10.3 
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"1850 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8054/images/4200571_00045?pId=3996138 : accessed 
13 Nov 2021), Missouri > Polk > District 71 > Image 39 of 140. 
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Figure 10.4 
1860 United States Federal Census —- Mooney Township, Polk County, Missouri 
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"1860 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7667/images/4233990_00171?pId=40611646 : accessed 
13 Nov 2021), Missouri > Polk > Mooney > Image 5 of 19. 
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Figure 10.5 
Elijah W. Roberts;10; 1857 Land Purchase, Polk County, Missouri 


THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, (_ 


SUDPVPVESEATE 
No. Hee IVE 


Fo all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting: 


Gol bereas Cijeh. H Sotelo CLM Gommey. See 


had deposited in ihe GENERAL LAND OFFICE of the United States, a Certificate of the REGISTER OF THE LAND 
OFFICE at Serving feted whereby it appears that full payment has been made by’ the said 
ve 


eZ afl. W Y Np ey a according to the provisions of the 

Act ae of | the 24ih of April, 1820, entitled “An act making further provision for the sale of the Public Lands,” for 
th Doe Ce oe CR Hedin ford. 
BY ort liter LX [Lange feels epee” fen we lise. FE 


‘ = Pooy pel es sas 


ane Ce om z Late 


vee ee 


according to the official plat of the Survey of the said Lands, returned to the oe ane Office by the SURVEYOR GENERAL, 
tohkich said tract hay been purchased by the said ee Ko KM: thee 


NOW KNOW YE, That the 


Gnittd States of Americx, ca consideration of the premises, and in conformity with the several acts of Congress in such case 
made ard provided, HAVE GIVEN AND GRANTED, and by these presents DO GIVE AND GRANT, unto the said 


Jas I htt 


and to ey heirs, the sail tract above described: Eo yase an¥ to Hol the same, together with all the rights, privileges, 


immunities, and appurtenances of whatsoever nature, thereunto belonging, unto the said gah! Me ea 
VA 


and to ee heirs and assigns forever. 


Wa 
Gu Testimony GW hereof, J, ea Po ahpetinens 2 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES/OF AMERICA, have caused these Letlers to be made PATENT, and the SEAL 
of the GENERAL LAND OFFICE to be hereunto affixed. 


GIVEN under my hand, at the C1ry or Wasmiyetoy, the Dea day of ez == 


*. in the year of our Lord one thousand eight Iaundred a ee and of the 


INDEPENDENCE OF THE Unirep Srates the LLg7 = 


NV: q BY THE PRESIDENT: pe ee LPL APE “y 
A “UY By + LE Bs Za - Secretary 
“a ale ee 
] 0 7, Cag ae Recorder of the General Land Office. , 
"U.S., General Land Office Records, 1776-2015," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1246/images/RHUSA2007B_MO5510- 
00093?pId=1390796 : accessed 13 Nov 2021), Missouri > Polk > Image 2450 of 3960. 
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Figure 10.6 
Elijah W. Roberts;10; Polk County, Missouri Property 
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Google Earth Pro. SE/4 of SW/4 of Section 5, Township 32 North, Range 21 West, Polk County, Missouri. GPS 
of center point: 37.523300, -93.263588. © 2021 Google. 
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Figure 10.7 


1880 United States Federal Census — Tarrant County, Texas 
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"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4244800-00435?pId=40656071 


13 Nov 2021), Texas > Tarrant > Precinct 7 > 098 > Image 9 of 33. 
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Figure 10.8 
1880 Agricultural Schedule - Tarrant County, Texas 
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"U.S., Selected Federal Census Non-Population Schedules, 1850-1880," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1276/images/T1134_40-00271?pId=2975972 : accessed 
13 Nov 2021, Texas > Agriculture > 1880 > Tarrant > Precinct 7 > Image 9 of 30. 
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Generation 3 


11. 


Birth: 2 Feb 1827 in Indiana, likely Ripley or Switzerland 
County. 

Marriage & children: 16 Mar 1848 to Sarah L. Christie in 
Ripley County, Indiana (b. 10 Mar 1829 in Jefferson County, 
Indiana; d. 16 Dec 1912 in West Lafayette, Tippecanoe 


County, Indiana). 


WILLIAM ROBERTS (b. 2 Feb 1827, d. 5 Sep 1891) 


John W. Roberts 

o b. 30 Dec 1848 in Ripley County, Indiana. 

o m. 6 Feb 1879 to Sarah Jane Anspach in Decatur 
County, Indiana (b. 5 Jun 1854 in Clay County, 


Illinois; d. 28 Feb 1937 in Greensburg, Decatur William Roberts 

From photo album belonging to 
William's son, Isaac Henry 2s), and his 
wife, Clara Lillian (Shrader) Roberts. 


County, Indiana). 

o d. 10 Sep 1900 in Greensburg, Decatur County, 
Indiana. 

[Daughter] Roberts 

o b. abt. 1855 in Ripley or Decatur County, Indiana. 

o d. bef. 1860 in Ripley or Decatur County, Indiana. 

George Lucas Roberts 

o b. 19 Nov 1860 in Adams Township, Decatur County, Indiana. 

o m. 19 Nov 1884 to Olive A. Lynch in Decatur County, Indiana (b. 5 Jan 1864 in Indiana; 
d. 2 Apr 1929 in West Lafayette, Tippecanoe County, Indiana). 

o d. 26 Feb 1941 in Kansas City, Wyandotte County, Kansas. 

Isaac Henry Roberts 

o b. 15 Mar 1863 in Adams Township, Decatur County, Indiana. 

o m. 25 Dec 1863 to Clarissa "Clara" Lillian Shrader in Concordia, Cloud County, Kansas 
(b. 26 Nov 1866 in Ohio; d. 5 Jun 1946 in Ottawa, Franklin County, Kansas). 

o d.3 May 1950 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County, Oklahoma. 


Death: 5 Sep 1891 in Decatur County, Indiana. 
EE ———————————————————————————————————— 


William Roberts was the eldest of a large family of 11 children born to John S.,4] and Jane 


(Salyers) Roberts. While there are discrepancies in available records about his birth date and 


location, I have placed is birth as 2 Feb 1827 in either Ripley or Switzerland County, Indiana. 


William's birth was recorded as 2 Feb 1827 in the family Bible of son, Isaac Henry 


Roberts;25}.! 


1 See Figure 25.1. Transcript of the Isaac Henry;25) and Clara Roberts Family Bible. 
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e William's obituary notes he was born 1 Feb 1827 in Ripley County, Indiana. 

e A biographical sketch of son, George Lucas Roberts;24), states William's birth was 2 Feb 
1827 near Madison, Jefferson County, Indiana.? 

e William's headstone notes his age at death was 64 years, 7 months, 4 days, placing his 
birth as 1 Feb 1827.4 

e William's burial record from the South Park Cemetery identifies his birth as 2 Feb 1826 in 
Jefferson County, Indiana.°® 

e William's parents moved from Ripley to Switzerland County prior to 1830, though a precise 

date is not known. Thus, it is possible he was born in Switzerland County. 

While I have not found an 1830 census record that positively reflects the John S. Robertsya] 
family, the one that most closely matches the known family members is in Switzerland County, 
Indiana. This record also suggests an unknown daughter may have been born to John and Jane 
shortly after their marriage, with her death prior to the 1840 census since she does not appear to 
be in that, or subsequent, census records.® 

e Male < 5 - 1 [Charlesri2z)] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 2 [Williami1; and either Edwardjg] or Elijahrioj] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 1 [either Edwardys or Elijahrio3] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 [Johnja)] 

e Female < 5 - 1 [Sarahy13)] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 1 [Unknown] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - i [Jane] 

The 1840 census for Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana identifies the following 
members of the Roberts household and notes that William's father was engaged in agriculture. As 
was common during this era, William likely spent much of his youth helping with chores around the 
family farm.’ 

e Male < 5 - 2 [Jeremiahyie), Edwardi77] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 1 [Johne14] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 2 [Williamyi1), Charles;12)] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - i [John S.,4)] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 2 [Sarahji3}, Marandarisj] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - i [Jane] 

The Roberts family moved to Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana (the next county and 


township west of Pleasant Township) abt. 1842 where William's father had purchased 91 acres of 


2 See Figure 11.13. William Robertsti1; Death Notice & Obituary. 

3 See Figure 24.1. 1900 Biographical Sketch of George Lucas Roberts,24). 

4 See Figure 11.16. Roberts Family Burial Plot - South Park Cemetery. 

5 See Figure 11.15. William Robertsji1; Burial Record - South Park Cemetery. 

6 See Figure 4.2. 1830 United States Federal Census - Switzerland County, Indiana. 

” See Figure 4.3. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 
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land in portions of Section 1, T5N, R10E and Section 6, T5N, R11E. During the West Fork Baptist 


Church (WFBC) meeting held between 13 and 18 Aug 1842, William's parents were accepted into 


the church by letter. The church is located less than a mile north of the family farm.®91° 


The Christie family were prominent members of WFBC at that time, and it is likely that through 


the church, William met his future wife, Sarah L. Christie, whom he married on 16 Mar 1848 in 


Ripley County. Sarah is a granddaughter of Revolutionary War veteran, James Christie and his wife 


Sarah (Lemmon) Christie, through their son, Isaac Christie."! 


Sarah's father, Isaac, was a Baptist pastor in several churches across southeastern Indiana, 
Missouri, and Iowa. He began his pastorate in 1841 where he was the founding pastor of 
Ryker's Ridge Baptist Church, currently located at 2601 N. Ryker's Ridge Road, Madison, 
Indiana. The church was part of the Underground Railroad helping slaves escape to freedom in 
Canada. Prominent members of the church would house the slaves in the church garret and 
provide them with food and firearms to help them resist arrest on their journey. Sometime 
prior to 1860, Isaac relocated to Gentry County, Missouri where he continued to preach. His 
time in Gentry County was short, however, as in the 1860 election, he voted for Abraham 
Lincoln for president and was subsequently "notified to leave the county or his life would be 
taken[!]" He removed to Monroe County, Iowa where he continued to preach until his death 


on 27 Mar 1865.1243,14,15 


In his early years, William taught school before 
devoting the rest of his life to farming. He is described as 
"a man of quiet disposition, and although positive in his 
political and religious views never intruded his opinions in 
an offensive manner. He was originally a member of the 
Baptist denomination, but in his later years became 
connected with the Christian church. In politics he was a 
Democrat." Physically, one leg was a bit shorter than the 
other. *© 

The 1850 census shows that William and Sarah had 
moved to Shelby Township in Ripley County, Indiana, and 


that first-born son, John W.,22] was about one year old. 


William's occupation is listed as farmer. By 1860, the family 


had migrated to Adams Township in Decatur County, 


Sarah (Christie) Roberts 
From the Isaac Henry;a2s} & Clara Lillian 
(Shrader) Roberts Photo Album. 


Indiana, where William continued farming and lived until his death. It was likely during the 10-year 


8 See Figure 4.4. Newspaper Clipping - Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate (Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 19 Nov 


1879, pg. 2). 
° See Figure 4.5. John S. Robertsja) Jefferson County, Indiana Property. 


10 See Figure 4.6. West Fork Baptist Church - Johnja] & Jane Roberts Received into Membership. 


11 Figure 11.1. William Robertsji1; and Sarah Christie Marriage Record. 
12 Figure 11.2. Excerpt from History of the Ryker's Ridge Baptist Church. 


13 Figure 11.3. 1860 United States Federal Census - Township No. 62, Gentry County, Missouri. 


14 Figure 11.4. Excerpt from Historical Sketches of Iowa Baptists. 
15 Figure 11.5. Isaac Christie Will Record. 


16 See Figure 24.1. 1900 Biographical Sketch of George Lucas Robertsj24) and Figure 11.19. Newspaper Clippings - William 


Robertsyii1; Trip to Monmouth, Illinois. 
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period between 1850 and 1860 when William and Sarah had a young daughter,23}, who passed 
away in infancy.171819 

As with all eligible men of the period, William is found in the Jun 1863 Civil War Draft 
Registration records for Adams Township; however, I have not found any record of actual service. 
This is most likely due to his being married with three children at home.2° 

William does not seem to have been a wealthy man by any account. The 1860 census shows his 
personal estate was valued at $200, and that he apparently did not own any land since no value for 
real estate was listed. In 1865, he was levied a tax of $1.75 on an income of $35.00. I have been 
unable to find any land records for William, and an 1867 plat map for Adams Township does not 
identify William as a land owner. His small income reported in 1865 and owning no land in 1867 
may suggest he was renting a home on someone else's land and farming in lieu of paying rent.2!-22 

For the 1870 Adams Township census, William reported a personal estate value of $500 with 
his occupation shown as a farmer. By 1880, son John W. 22; had already married, so was no longer 
living at home and son George Lucas;24] was teaching school.?*** 

I have not found many additional records about William between the 1880 census and his death 
on 5 Sep 1891. He appears to have died intestate. Death notices and his obituary note that he 
passed away of uremic poisoning after an illness of only 34 hours. He confessed his faith in Christ 
and was baptized in 1851. He lived a Christian life, and a large number of friends attended his 
funeral at the Adams Township Christian Church. He was buried at the Hebron Cemetery outside of 
the town of Adams in Decatur County; however, in Oct 1900 he was moved to the South Park 


Cemetery in Greensburg, Indiana where he was reburied on 6 Oct 1900.?5:26:27 


Roberts Family Burial Plot 

On 13 Sep 1900, Sarah Jane (Anspach) Roberts (wife of John W. Roberts;22}) purchased a plot 
in the South Park Cemetery which would become the burial location for William; his wife, Sarah 
Christie Roberts; and William's son, John W. Roberts;,22), his wife, Sarah, and two of their children, 
Clyde C. Roberts and Tressvylian Roberts. The plot is laid out with a large family marker for William 
and Sarah. To the right of that are four small markers, identifying the graves of Tressvylian, Clyde, 
Sarah Jane, and John W. To the left are two small markers with the initials W. R. and S. C. R. 


engraved, but no further identifying information. These must be the headstones for William Roberts 


17 Figure 11.6. 1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 

18 Figure 11.7. 1860 United States Federal Census - Adams Township, Decatur County, Indiana. 
19 See Figure 11.13. William Roberts;11; Death Notice & Obituary. 

20 Figure 11.8. 1863 Civil War Draft Registration, Decatur County, Indiana. 

21 Figure 11.9. 1865 Tax Assessment - Decatur County, Indiana. 

22 Figure 11.10. 1867 Plat Map - Adams Township, Decatur County, Indiana. 

23 Figure 11.11. 1870 United States Federal Census - Adams Township, Decatur County, Indiana. 
4 Figure 11.12. 1880 United States Federal Census - Adams Township, Decatur County, Indiana. 
25 Figure 11.13. William Roberts;11] Death Notice & Obituary. 

26 Figure 11.14. Newspaper Clipping - William Robertsj11] Remains Moved to South Park Cemetery. 
27 Figure 11.15. William Robertsri1; Burial Record - South Park Cemetery. 
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and Sarah Christie Roberts, who passed away 16 Dec 1912 at the home of son, George Lucas 


Robertsy24}. 28:29:30/31,32 


Fun Factoid 

In Nov 1883, William rode his horse approximately 4.5 miles from his home near Adams to 
Greensburg, put his horse in a livery stable, withdrew $160 from the bank, and disappeared. A 
search was undertaken, but his whereabouts were unknown until 29 Nov when he was heard from 
while at his sister's house, Sarah (Roberts) Rayburnyi3}, about 330 miles away in Monmouth, 
Illinois! There was speculation of foul play, but it turned out he went to visit his sister for 


Thanksgiving and forgot to let anyone know! 


28 See Figure 22.13. Register of Deeds - South Park Cemetery. 

29 Figure 11.16. Roberts Family Burial Plot - South Park Cemetery. 

30 Personal email dated 6 Jul 2021 from Cassie Pahl, Office Manager, South Park Cemetery Association. 
31 Figure 11.17. Sarah (Christie) Roberts Death Certificate. 

32 Figure 11.18. Sarah (Christie) Roberts Obituary. 

33 Figure 11.19. Newspaper Clippings - William Robertsj11) Trip to Monmouth, Illinois. 
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Figure 11.1 
William Roberts;11; and Sarah Christie Marriage Record 


Received 8 Jan 2016 from the Ripley County Circuit Court, 115 N Main St. Versailles, IN. 
Source: Marriage Record #5, pg. 52. 
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Figure 11.2 


Excerpt from History of the Ryker's Ridge Baptist Church 


Be 


Ryker's Ridge Baptist Church 
History from 1841 to.1878 . 


- » :*In- Septémber 1841 the Ryker's Rié>e Church 
‘sent two iessengers,' Samuel Ryker and William 
“A. Jones to the Madison Association,, and the 
Church was regularly received: int: that body. 
‘At .the reorganization earlier in the: year, when 
. it-was constituted ‘a regular Baptist Church, 
“twelve people were recognized ag iiembers, 
namely, John Lott,’ Rhoda Ryker, John Carr, 
‘Abner’ Lott; Catharine Orwill, Mary Jones, 
.Catharine Melton, William's. Jonés, Samuel J. 
Ryker, Permelia Carr,. Phoebe: Lott; and William 
‘Melton. - istie wa 6 pasto His 
“successors. up. to 16-76 were M. HE. Zdwards, John 
.Graham,‘J. P. Barnett,-R. Wilson, Joshua Grif. 
“fith, T...L. -Géorge; Ws Yo. Monroe and Robert 
’ §$tevenson. a: ae , a9 
The cnurch felt the need of a new house 
of worship and plans were soon made for its 
erection. On November 15th, 1842 Jobn Lott 
and his wife Phoebe desded to the church a 
Little: more than an acre of land at the south- 
east corner of their farm. This deed mentions 
the fact that the church was to have free use 
of the soring just west of the lot. The money 
consideration was one dollar. The trustees of 
the cnurch at that time were Samuel J. Ryker, 
John Carr, and Jared Ryker. On this lot they 
proceeded to erect a stone church. (This site 
was mile to the north from the present church 
.and was on the east side of the road just a 
short distance south of the Carl Schnabelt 
lane. 
At present we have not located documents 
to conclusively determine if that site was 
the acre deeded by Mr. and Mrs. John Lott or, 
if at the time of building, that location was 
a part of the John Carr farm. According to 
the records of Mrs. Jacob M. Ryker (Ida Garr, 


:Canadae 


ing at night on his anvil. 
‘were also used. 


wtih aes 
the daughter of John Carr) the stone church 
was built on groune donated by her. father arid 
constructed of stone from his. farm 

However, there is no doubt of the loca- 
tion of the church and the important fact is 
that those early church fatners felt the need 
to construct this church house in arder to 
bstter serve their Master. May each of us 
ave suco a desire as we dedicate this new- 
Sunday School rocm addition to our church,) . 

The stone meeting-bhouse does not appear. 
to have been completed util 1846. The window 
sash and doors were all hand made from black 
walnut. It was covered with a clapboard roof. 


' During most of the time that the building was 


in use the pulpit stood between the doors.. 
It was the usual custom of the janitor to plaz 
& bucket of drinking water in front of the pub 
pit. Whenever a baby cried any time during 
the service one cf the oldest members would 
go forward, ect a cup of water and give the 
little one a drink. s : 
Revival meetings were frequent. From: 
1841 to 1875 there were 195 additions to the 
membership.. The clerks during this period 
were William L. Jones, Le De Cox, William A. 
Jones, Aaron Vanfileve, Jared G. Ryker, John 
G. Ryker, John R. Carr, and Jacob M. Ryker. 
During slavery times the church was used 
as a station on the underground rail-road to 
A blacksmith who lived at the mouth 
of Eagle Hollow would signal when the fugi-.. 
tives could safely be brought across by pouné= 
' Cow bell signals 
John Carr and a number of the 
prominent men of the church were helping in 
hiding the slaves, so they soon began taking 
them to the church and putting them into the 
garret. The Negroes weré provided with food, 
and firearms with which to resist arreste 
Meetings were sometimes held in the church 


Carr, Mary Stella, History of the Ryker's Ridge Baptist Church, Ryker's Ridge Baptist Church, pgs. 8-9. Written 
about 1966. Received from Doug Christie, a descendant of Sarah's grandfather, James Christie, in 2015. 
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Figure 11.3 
1860 United States Federal Census, Township No. 62, Gentry County, Missouri 
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"1860 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7667/images/4233969_00085?pId=40175969 : accessed 
19 Jan 2022), Missouri > Gentry > Township 62 > Image 45 of 50. 
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Figure 11.4 
Excerpt from Historical Sketches of Iowa Baptists 


Mitchell, S. H., Historical Sketches of Iowa Baptists, Burdette Company, Burlington, 
Iowa, 1886, pg. 479 (https://archive.org/details/historicalsketchOOmitc, accessed 19 
Jan 2022). 
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Figure 11.5 
Isaac Christie Will Record 
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"Iowa, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1758-1997," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9064/images/007592050_00031?pId=1069417 : 
accessed 19 Jan 2022), Monroe > Will Record, Vol A-B, 1852-1904 > Image 31 of 741. 
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Figure 11.6 
1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Ripley County, Indiana 
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"1850 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8054/images/4192474_00307?pId=2297964 : accessed 
14 Nov 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Shelby > Image 34 of 57. 


231 


Figure 11.7 
1860 United States Federal Census —- Adams Township, Decatur County, Indiana 
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"1860 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7667/images/4215020_00407?pId=8331300 : accessed 
14 Nov 2021), Indiana > Decatur > Adams > Image 27 of 31. 
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Figure 11.8 
1863 Civil War Draft Registration, Decatur County, Indiana 
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"U.S., Civil War Draft Registrations Records, 1863-1865," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1666/images/32178_645874_0012-00370?pId=1447784 
: accessed 14 Nov 2021), Indiana > 4th > Vol 3 of 3 > Image 368 of 498. 
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Figure 11.9 
1865 Tax Assessment - Decatur County, Indiana 
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"U.S., IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-1918," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1264/images/rhusai862_101770-00160?pId=5252052 : 


accessed 14 Nov 2021), Indiana > District 4; Monthly Lists; 1865 > Image 145 of 340. 
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Figure 11.10 
1867 Plat Map - Adams Township, 


ecatur County, Indiana 
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Warner, A., Map of Rush & Decatur counties, Indiana. C.O. Titus, Publisher. Philadelphia, 1867. Retrieved from 
the Library of Congress (https://www.loc.gov/item/2013593162/ : accessed 14 Nov 2021). 
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Figure 11.11 
1870 United States Federal Census —- Adams Township, Decatur County, Indiana 
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"1870 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7163/images/4263364_00050?pId=21504277 : accessed 
14 Nov 2021), Indiana > Decatur > Adams > Image 46 of 55. 
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Figure 11.12 
1880 United States Federal Census —- Adams Township, Decatur County, Indiana 
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"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4240581-00071?pId=45634245 : accessed 
14 Nov 2021), Indiana > Decatur > Adams > 055 > Image 22 of 31. 


237 


Figure 11.13 
William Roberts;i1; Death Notice & Obituary 


J William Roberts, a resident of 
|Adams township since 1850, anda 
‘|highly respected citizen, died on last 
| Saturday afternoon after an illness 
of but thirty-four hours, of urinic 
| poisoning, aged 64 years. His wife 
|\'and three sons survive him, of: his 
.| immediate family, one of whom is 
.'| George Roberts, Principal of our city 


‘ High School. 


a a rn 


?---—__—_— 
OBITUARY, 


William Roberta was born Feb. 1, 
1S27, in Ripley county, Ind.; died, 
Sept. 5, sl, aged 4 years, 7 months 
andddays. He was married to Mary 
Chriatie, March 16, 1848. Four child- 
Ten were boin of this union, three! 
vousand one daughter. The wife! 
and three sons remain to mourn the 
loss to them of a husband anda 
futher, but in the blessed hope tbat 
they shall meet again, while the 
daughter was called away In infancy. 
He confeased his faith in Christ, aud 
obeyed the Gospel in 1851, and his 
frienus say bis Christian life was in | 
harmouy with his profession, <A! 
large number of friends attended the 
remains to the Christian church at 
Adams, where we addressed them 
from the text, “Bleased are the pure 
in beart; for they shall see God.” 
As he was good and pure, this text is | 
full of comfort to the bereaved fanii- | 
ly. The remains were then laid |; 
away in the South cemetery. 


C, A. RILEY, | 
Sept. §, "1. Irvington, Tne. I 
a co ane ! 


Left: Greensburg (IN) New Era, 9 Sep 1891, pg. 8 (newspaperarchive.com). 
Right: Greensburg (IN) Saturday Review, 12 Sep 1891, pg. 2 (newspaperarchive.com). 


Figure 11.14 


William Roberts;i1] Remains Moved to South Park Cemetery 


w od ~~ 


8 


-: The remains of William Roberts! ¢ 
,were taken up from the Hebron 


‘gemetery and taken to Seuth Park 
‘cemetery at Greensburg. 


Tr 


Greensburg (IN) Standard, 12 Oct 1900, pg. 6 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 11.15 
Liselotslld Roberts,;i1; Burial Record — South Park Cemetery 


Burial Statisties No../a 3... | af 


Gooonetutg, ad 3 


Name Of DOCOASCBe.....c.ococ ie smsinennnn 

Place of —— 4 

Diente Of BPP nic esisecinoeerinensacnn | Litent Figs lene m 
Date of a ae ap... 8 LER. = 
DE sccasee ~ YOUrs, -n- _. Months, 


Se a a a eee el 
III isictttinivesiasictasinniniaiiccnsitaniahipaieinnt Jnl : 
Single, Married, er-Widowed : 
Late Residence 

tT re: Cae miseries 
1) eo), suns net Magee lithe titi 
Parents or or Kindred sled = pare. ss 


>? ~ 
ane eeneen. wuveshacessesanenssnnere vensnn sevyrasearentaderagedsreneceree inet han canbeeeeye nina eetaise ad 


Received 2 Jul 2021 from South Park Cemetery Association, 405 South East Street, Greensburg, Indiana. 
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Figure 11.16 


Roberts Family Burial Plot —- South Park Cemetery 
eT aes ‘ i ee £ 


Find a Grave, database and images (www.findagrave.com/memorial/48306244/william-roberts : accessed 08 
July 2021), memorial page for William Roberts (1 Feb 1827-5 Sep 1891), Find a Grave Memorial ID 
48306244, citing South Park Cemetery, Greensburg, Decatur County, Indiana, USA ; Maintained by JRoberts 
(contributor 48769167). Images added 31 May 2011 by Russell Wilhoit (contributor 47289224). GPS of Family 
Stone: 39.331140, -85.483089. Location in Cemetery: Block OG, Lot 1050. 


Believed to belong to William Roberts and Sarah Christie Roberts. Images taken and kindly provided on 6 Jul 
2021 by Cassie Pahl, Office Manager, South Park Cemetery, Greensburg, Decatur County, Indiana. 
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Figure 11.17 
Sarah (Christie) Roberts Death Certificate 


THE ABOVE IS A TRUE COPY OF THE RECORD ON FILE 
ts WITH THE INDIANA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 


JUN 22 7015 


CERTIFICATE 3 ip S 2 4 2 Not valid uriless machine signed with multi-colored ribbon. 
State Form 26217 (R2 / 7-09) It is unlawful to reproduce this record. 


r— ad SSS = 


From the personal records of Jon A. Roberts. 
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Figure 11.18 
Sarah (Christie) Roberts Obituary 


Greensburg (IN) Standard, 27 Dec 1912, pg. 1 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 11.19 
William Roberts;11) Trip to Monmouth, Illinois 


able farmer of Adams Township, De- 
catur county, went to Greensburg on 
horseback, put his horse in a livery 
stable, telling the hostler to take care 
‘of it until he called again, He then 


OO * WW ee ihe w 


| after disappeared, since Which time 


q | Dothing has been heard of him, al-' 


| though his family have instituted a 
| diligent search. A man of the-same 
general appearance was seen on the 
"| west-bound train, and it was supposed 
|| that he had gone to see a son in Boone 
°| county, but a telegram says he is not 

there. He is a quiet man, about six- 
| ty years old, and somewhat lame, one 
k x | leg being a little shorter than the 
other. 


|. Pittsboro, 


f 


Hendricks county, was 


William Roberts, a highly respects | 


went to the bank, drew $160, and soon © 


sothat the question of Me sontly may ‘be 
acted upon. 


William Roberts, a high! alow gor le 
Faw wry By on occ agtnig Beer ag ye 


the 
eall agen e 
then went to the Denk. drow $100, nad 
after disappeared. found unt yesterday 
no traces cuuld 
when he was 


Safeeien $0 he inlets ra hy be a thus eat 
unknown to 


Hoosier Happenings. 


William Roberts, who mysteriously 
“|\disappeared from Greensburg, has 
‘| been heard from. He just went ovr 

to Monmouth, IIl., to visit a sister. 


Dr. Grant, a prominent physician 
~|of Wolcott, while attempting to mount 


Left: Seymour (IN) Daily Democrat, 30 Nov 1883, pg. 1 (newspapers.com) 
Top right: The Indianapolis (IN) News, 30 Nov 1883, pg. 2 (newspapers.com) 
Bottom right: Seymour (IN) Daily Democrat, 1 Dec 1883, pg. 2 (newspapers.com) 


Greensburg (IN) Standard, 7 Dec 1883, pg. 5 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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12. CHARLES (b. 30 Sep 1828, d. 18 May 1906) 
Birth: 30 Sep 1828 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 
Marriage & children: 2 Oct 1851 to Ammarilla Reynolds, likely in Jefferson County, Indiana (b. 13 
Nov 1828 in Indiana; d. Oct 1879 in Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana). 
e Elsina Jane Roberts 
o b. 22 Jul 1852 in Jefferson County, Indiana. 
o m. 21 Nov 1869 to Benjamin Franklin Brown in Jefferson County, Indiana (b. 5 May 
1844 in Indiana; d. 24 Feb 1916 in Shawnee, Pottawatomie County, Oklahoma). 
o d.5 jul 1932 in Grand Island, Hall County, Nebraska. 
e Susan M. Roberts 
o b. 5 Aug 1855 in Jefferson County, Indiana. 
o d. 10 Nov 1878, likely in Jefferson County, Indiana. 
e John B. Roberts 
o b. 20 Sep 1858 in Jefferson County, Indiana. 
o d. Jun 1879, in Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
Death: 18 May 1906 in Osceola, Polk County, Nebraska. 


Charles was the second child of John S.,4] and Jane (Salyers) Roberts, born 30 Sep 1828 in 
Switzerland County, Indiana. While I have not found an 1830 census record that positively reflects 
the John S. Roberts family at that time, the one that most closely matches the known family 
members is in Switzerland County, Indiana. This record also suggests an unknown daughter may 
have been born to John and Jane shortly after their marriage, with her death prior to the 1840 
census since she does not appear to be in that, or subsequent, census records.!23 

e Male < 5 - 1 [Charlesri2z)] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 2 [Williami1; and either Edwardjs] or Elijahrio7] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 1 [either Edwards) or Elijahrio3] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 [Johnya)] 

e Female < 5 - 1 [Sarahy13)] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 1 [Unknown] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - 1 [Jane] 

The 1840 census for Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana identifies the following 
members of the Roberts household and notes that Charles' father was engaged in agriculture. As 
was common during this era, Charles likely spent much of his youth helping with chores around the 


family farm.* 


1 Figure 12.1. Charles Robertsj12] Headstone. 

2 See Figure 12.14. Charles Robertsj12; Obituary. 

3 See Figure 4.2. 1830 United States Federal Census - Switzerland County, Indiana. 

4 See Figure 4.3. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 
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e Male < 5 - 2 [Jeremiahyie), Edward171] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 1 [Johne14] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 2 [Williamyi1), Charles12)] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - i [John S.,4)] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 2 [Sarahyji3}, Marandarisy] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - i [Jane] 

The Roberts family moved to Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana (the next county and 
township west of Pleasant Township) abt. 1842 where Charles's father had purchased 91 acres of 
land in portions of Section 1, T5N, R10E and Section 6, T5N, R11E. During the West Fork Baptist 
Church (WFBC) meeting held between 13 and 18 Aug 1842, Charles' parents were accepted into 
the church by letter. The church is located less than a mile north of the family farm.>©7 

About May 1847, Charles' Aunt Elizabeth;2; left her abusive husband, Jesse Cole, and came to 
live with the family pending her divorce. By this time, Charles had learned the carpentry trade, and 
identified this as his occupation in the 1850 Shelby Township, Jefferson County census. He married 
Ammarilla Reynolds on 2 Oct 1851, most likely in Jefferson County, and nine months later, they 
welcomed their first child, daughter Elsina Jane. Charles and Ammarilla then joined his parents as 
members of West Fork Baptist Church, having been received by experience on 25 and 26 May 
1854. A full listing of West Fork Baptist Church meeting minutes in which Charles and Ammarilla 
are identified is included in Appendix 12.1.89 1011 

In 1860, the family continued to live in Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana and had 
grown to five with the additions of daughter Susan in 1855 and John in 1858. Charles' occupation 
is carpenter. The value of his real estate is estimated at $300 and the value of personal property is 
estimated at $300. We also find that Charles' family is enumerated immediately after his father, 
suggesting they were neighbors. Based on the legal description of his father's property in the 
notice of "Administrator's Sale of Real Estate" published 19 Nov 1879, Charles owned land 
immediately south of his father's land, so he may have owned this land for the 1860 
enumeration. !4 

As with all eligible men of the period, Charles, along with brothers Jeremiahyie), Edward,17}, and 
Henry S.18], is found in the Jun 1863 Civil War Draft Registration records for Jefferson County. His 


registration notes he is "deficient in right hand" but the exact nature of the infirmity is not known. I 


5 See Figure 4.4. Newspaper Clipping - Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate (Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 19 Nov 
1879, pg. 2). 

§ See Figure 4.5. John S. Robertsia4) Jefferson County, Indiana Property. 

7 See Figure 4.6. West Fork Baptist Church - Johnja] & Jane Roberts Received into Membership. 

8 See Figure 4.7. 1850 United States Federal Census, Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

° See Figure 2.5. Elizabeth Cole;2; Bill of Complaint for Divorce. 

10 See Figure 12.14. Charles Robertsi12) Obituary. 

11 Figure 12.2. West Fork Baptist Church - Charlesjiz} and Ammarilla Roberts Received into Membership. 

12 Figure 12.3. 1860 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
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have not found any record of actual service, likely due to his being married with three children at 
home or his right hand deficiency.'3 

For about the next 20 years, Charles continued to reside in Shelby Township. The 1870 census 
shows his occupation as farmer with his real estate and personal estate valued at $2,000 and 
$600, respectively. ‘+ 

Tragedy struck the Roberts household when, in an eleven month period between Nov 
1878 and Oct 1879, Charles lost his wife Ammarilla and two of his three children, Susan and 
John. Susan's death is recorded in the West Fork Baptist Church records as 10 Nov 1878. 
The 1880 Mortality Schedule for Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana, enumerates 
deaths that occurred between 1 Jun 1879 and 31 May 1880. This record identifies John's 
death as Jun 1879 due to "Hemmorhage of Lungs" arising from "Consumption" (a term for 
tuberculosis) and Ammarilla's death as Oct 1879 due to "Phthisis Pulmonalis" (another term 
for tuberculosis). The headstones for Susan, John, and Amarilla incorrectly list their dates of 
death as 10 Nov 1879, 26 Jun 1880, and 14 Oct 1880, respectively. 151617 

The 1880 census shows Charles is still in Jefferson County, widowed, and that daughter Elsina 
and her family had moved into the home. His occupation is listed as "house carpenter" with son-in- 
law, Benjamin Brown, listed as a farmer. Charles was still relatively young in 1880 (52 years old), 
so he may have given up farming to pursue carpentry and Benjamin tended the farm.*® 

In Jul 1882, daughter Elsina and her family moved to Polk County, Nebraska, and Charles 
joined them around the middle of 1883. In June 1883, he was dismissed from West Fork Baptist 
Church by letter, presumably due to his upcoming move to Polk County. Interestingly, he is not 
found living with daughter Elsina and her family in the 1885 Polk County Census, nor is he found in 
any other 1885 census record in Nebraska. By 1900, however, when Charles was 71 years of age, 
he is living with his daughter and her family in Polk County. *9:2%21,22,23 

On 15 Oct 1893, a family reunion with most of Charles' living siblings was held at the home of 
his brother, Jeremiahyie), in Holton, Indiana. The attendees included Sarahyi3]; Johnyi4] and wife, 
Elizabeth; Marandaris) and her children James, Jesse, and Dora Francis Demaree; Jeremiahyie) and 
daughter, Stella; Edward;i7) and wife, Mary Jane; Henry;is}; and Ella Jane20}. Charles, however, 


was unable to attend.24 


13 Figure 12.4. 1863 Civil War Draft Registration - Jefferson County, Indiana. 
14 Figure 12.5. 1870 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
15 Figure 12.6. 1880 Mortality Schedule - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
16 See Figure 4.10. West Fork Baptist Church - "List of members of the West Fork Church who have Died Since May 1861." 
Based on its location in church records, the list was likely initially produced about Mar 1864 and updated from time to time. 
17 Figure 12.7. Headstones for Ammarilla, John B. and Susan M. Roberts. 
18 Figure 12.8. 1880 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
19 Figure 12.9. Benjamin Franklin Brown Obituary. 
20 Figure 12.10. Newspaper Clipping - Charles Roberts,12} Move to Nebraska. 
1 Figure 12.11. West Fork Baptist Church - Charles Robertsi12) Dismissal. 
22 Figure 12.12. 1885 Nebraska State Census - Polk County, Nebraska. 
23 Figure 12.13, 1900 United States Federal Census - Canada Precinct, Polk County, Nebraska. 
24 See Figure 16.6. Newspaper Clipping - Jeremiah Robertsie; Family Reunion (The Ripley Journal (Osgood, IN), 19 Oct 
1893, pg. 8). 
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Charles passed away on 18 May 1906 of arteriosclerosis at the home of daughter, Elsina, and 


was buried at the Osceola, Nebraska Cemetery on 20 May 1906.25)2627 


25 Figure 12.14. Charles Robertsj12; Obituary. 
26 See Figure 12.1. Charles Robertsi12; Headstone. 
27 Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/67434717/charles-roberts : accessed 18 


November 2021), memorial page for Charles Roberts (30 Sep 1828-18 May 1906), Find a Grave Memorial ID 67434717, 
citing Osceola Cemetery, Osceola, Polk County, Nebraska, USA; Maintained by pmm (contributor 47022120). 
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Figure 12.1 


Charles Roberts,i2;] Headstone 


Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/67434717/charles-roberts : 
accessed 16 November 2021), memorial page for Charles Roberts (30 Sep 1828-18 May 1906), Find a Grave 
Memorial ID 67434717, citing Osceola Cemetery, Osceola, Polk County, Nebraska, USA; Maintained by pmm 
(contributor 47022120). Photo added 21 May 2011 by Beth Sparrow (contributor 46549069). 
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Figure 12.2 


West Fork Baptist Church — Charles;ji2] and Ammarilla Roberts 
Received into Membership 
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Figure 12.3 
1860 United States Federal Census —- Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 
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Figure 12.5 


1870 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 
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"1870 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
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16 Nov 2021), Indiana > Jefferson > Shelby > Image 15 of 48. 
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Figure 12.6 
1880 Mortality Schedule — Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 


Indiana State Library Genealogy Collection, 
(https://indianamemory.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16066coll11/id/6090/rec/4 : accessed 16 Nov 
2021), U.S. Census Mortality Schedule for Indiana, 1880, Counties H-L > page 284. 
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Figure 12.7 (3 pages) 
Headstones for Ammarilla Roberts, John B. Roberts and Susan M. Roberts 


Ammarilla Roberts 


Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60404801/amarilla-roberts : 
accessed 16 November 2021), memorial page for Amarilla Reynolds Roberts (13 Nov 1828-14 Oct 1879), Find 
a Grave Memorial ID 60404801, citing West Fork Cemetery, Rexville, Ripley County, Indiana, USA; Maintained 


by pmm (contributor 47022120). Photo added 22 Sep 2018 by Colleen Sanders Broyles (contributor 
46875999). 
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John B. Roberts 


Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60404763/john-b-roberts : 
accessed 16 November 2021), memorial page for John B Roberts (20 Sep 1858-26 Jun 1879), Find a Grave 
Memorial ID 60404763, citing West Fork Cemetery, Rexville, Ripley County, Indiana, USA; Maintained by pmm 
(contributor 47022120). Photo added 22 Sep 2018 by Colleen Sanders Broyles (contributor 46875999). 
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Susan M. Roberts 


Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60405105/susan-m-roberts : 
accessed 16 November 2021), memorial page for Susan M Roberts (5 Aug 1855-10 Nov 1878), Find a Grave 
Memorial ID 60405105, citing West Fork Cemetery, Rexville, Ripley County, Indiana, USA; Maintained by pmm 
(contributor 47022120). Photo added 1 Oct 2017 by JCH1984 (contributor 48458575). 
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Figure 12.8 


1880 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 
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"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4240599-00156?pId=27558003 : accessed 


16 Nov 2021), Indiana > Jefferson > Shelby > 132 > Image 6 of 34. 
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Figure 12.9 


Benjamin Franklin Brown Obituary 
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Called To His Final Homie. 
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of B, F. Brown, formerly a resi- 
dent of Polk county, but who for 
a nunrber of years has made his 
home in Oklahoma where his son 
resides, was received here with pro- 
found sorrow last week. Tho dc- 
ceused had been im gw frail condi- 
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Funeral services were-held in Os- 


ceOla om Sunday afternoon at 2 
o'clock, Rev. C. J. Johnson, pas- 
tor of the Baptist church of Sur- 


prise, preaching the sermon. over tho 
remains which were later deposited 
in the Osceola cemetery. The G. A. 
R. of which he was a member hav- 
ing charge of the burial. Floral of- 
ferings were very attractive and the 
large attendance at the servics at- 
tested the love and esteem in which 
Mr. Brown had, been, held 4by the 
people of Osceola and Polk county. 

Mr, Brown and family came to 
this county in July 1882, from Jef- 
foerson county, Indiana. He bought 
a farm home three miles enst of 
{Osceola and resided there for many 


years. During his residence here 
he served as Clerk of the District 
Court, filling the office with credit 
‘nd honor to himself and the peo- 
ple who voted for him. He was a 
member of the Baptist church, and 
‘one of the Wost kind hearted por- 
sons we have eyer been privileged 
to meet. 

Benjamim Franklin Brown was 
born in Switzerland county, Indi- 
ana, May 4, 1844, and died at his 
home at Shawnee, Okla,, February 
24, 1916. 

At the beginning of the civil war 
he enlisted in the ninety day bter- 
vice and later in Company M. 3rd. 
Indiana Cavalry, seving two years, 
being mustered out at the close of 
the conflict. 

On November 21, 1869, he was 
married to Elsina Jane Roberts in 
Jefferson county, Ind., and to this 


union, wore born fivo children of 
whom C. D,. Brown of Shawnee, 
Okla, and Mrs, &. B. Zang, to- 


setitey with, Uleie” mous survicp, | 
tho father. 

Mr. Brown was ug membor of 4 
family of fourteon children of which 
there is left one, his youngest broth- 
er in ([ndiana, who was unable to 
attend the funeral His twin broth- 
er, Francis M. Brown, having died 
In. September of last year. 


Polk County (Osceola, NE) Democrat, 2 Mar 1916, pg. 1 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 12.10 


Charles Roberts,12] Move to Nebraska 


TOM TOWN. 


Sd 


We are verv thankful to gee the sun | 
once more. We have had several ver; 
warm days. 

The Jefferson schoo} closed last Sat- 
urday, Mr. Jchn Milligan, our teacher, 
will reeume bis studiee at China. He. 
will teach in Ripley county next year. ; 
‘Ve understand he basa yocd position, | 

\ Viberever he takes up his abode he 
wi, \ make a success of his cal‘ing. He 

says bets getting tured of working for 
nothin ¢ and hoarding himself. 

Unie: © there is @ radical change in 
the school management during the 
next term he Shelby tow#shbip schools 
wit be a contplete failure, Some peo- 
ple are so nar,7ow-minded as to think 
a teachor should werk for the same OF 
diem that a common hireling receives, 
When such a mau geta to be trustee, 
and such is the tact, it 1s only a ques- 
tion of time when our achools will be 
closed entirely, When 8 person is 
qualified to teach he 18 also qualified to } 
make his living through other callings, 
and don’t you commence to forget it. 

Solomon Wetherford is building a 
fine house. Chas. Yost, of Madison, 
1s doing the stone work. 


Charles Roberts is going to Nebraska 
soon. 


. &. Lemen is very sick at his 
uncle’s, 19 Owen county, Ky., where 
he went ona visit two weeks ago. 

When is Ed May going to North 


Madison? 


a ee ee oe 


Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 25 Apr 1883, pg. 4 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 12.11 
West Fork Baptist Church -— Charles Roberts,;i2] Dismissal 


Z ee | _g@ 
FOOT ate. e 


t prion pete Al ets Gu —s dr. ln E/s 


Drvofod I# dMearary., jade “9 : 
oa Alto, 3  polcioley ler Tel 1660 


"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128. 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 
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Figure 12.12 
1885 Nebraska State Census - Canada Precinct, Polk County, Nebraska 


(1-12.) 


A. 


Page No. g Mote A.-The Census Year begins June |, 1884, and ends May 31, 1835. 
Mote B.—All persons will be Included In the Enumeration whe were living on the {st day of June, 1885. No others will. Children BORN SINCE June |, 1885, will 
Enumeration Dist. No._ 423 OMITTED. Members of Families who have DIED SINCE June |, 1885, will be INCLUDED. ie 


Note ©.—Questions Mos. 13, 14, 22 and 23 are not to be asked In respect to persons under 10 years of age. 


SCHEDULE |,—Inhabitants in__ Canad c. a ‘ in the County of ___. Labbe, State of Nebraska, 
enumerated by me on the__A@_ day of June, 1885. 
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"Nebraska, State Census Collection, 1860-1885," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1668/images/M352_44-00065 : accessed 17 Nov 2021), 
1885 > Polk and Red Willow > Image 66 of 724. 
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Figure 12.13 
1900 United States Federal Census - Canada Precinct, Polk County, Nebraska 


2 ae i DR. 788/ 


TWELFTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES. 207° 


SCHEDULE No. I. p Supervisor's District No. —% Sheet No. 
in 77} 


Ruvisnartition! Diehteby Wa iid foo VA 


Lounship or other division of county. {ipa wear BT 


Name of incorporated city, town, or village, within the above- sears dissin p aneanae fe tans Ward. of city, 


Enumerated by me on the LA. day of June, 1900, LEAN ., Enumerator. 


NAME RELATION. nN s. Ni S >. | OCCUPATION, TRADE, OR EDUCATION. OWNERSHIP OF Howe, 
PROFESSION 
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"1900 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4120377_00660?pId=65292306 : accessed 
17 Nov 2021), Nebraska > Polk > Canada > District 0094 > Image 23 of 28. 
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Figure 12.14 
Charles Roberts,;12] Obituary 


Charles Roberts _ |P Mrs Jane Kennedy of Holton, Ind., 

P — 
Chas. Roberts died at the home of and Mrs, Miranda Demaree of Holton 
his daughter, Mrs, B. F. Brown, last} | Ind. He has but one surviving child, 
Friday, aged 77 years, 7 months and| “| wre B. F. Brown of Osceola and two 


18 days. He bad been in bad health) ¥} |». 44 children, Mr. GC. D. Brown of 
for some time but his final illness was 


Clarinda, Iowa, and Miss Abigail 
of but ten days duration, arterio scle- ’ —e 
it hier of the arteries) being Brown of this place. Mr, Roberts 
the disease. The remains were in- united at anearly age with the Bar- 
+] terred in the Oscevla cemetery, Sun- tist church and lived a consistent 
day afternooa. Christian life. The funeral services 
Charles Roberts was born in Switz-| |} were held from the Baptist church in 
erland county, Indiana, Sept. 30, 1828, this city at 2 o’clock Sunday after- 
and removed to Jefferson County. noon, Rev. John Hedbloom of 
were Spent cn , 

: cme et a a car- Stromsburg preaching the funeral 
penter and worked at thattradethere|§ | Sermon assisted by Rev. @. J. Johnson 
and after coming to Nebrasha He|,| the local pastor. The sermon text 
was united in i ae was from 2 Cor, 5-l. “For we know 

1851, to Miss Ammarilla Reynolds , - . 
and to the union three children were that if our earthly house of this tab- 
+ | born of whom Mrs.B. F. Brown is the ernacie were- dissolved, we have a: 
+ | only one surviving. Mrs. Roberts, his; | building of God, an house not made 
wife, baving died in 1879, Mr, Roberts} ~ | with hands eternal in the heavens." 
came to Nebraska in 1883 and settled Theme, “Tne Bright Side of Death” 
in Polk County, where he cage Sungay afternoon, in the quietude 

8 2 

2 eeided, mating bis Dome wi | ota peaceful summer day, the remain 
or| Roberts’ family of eleven children, were borne to the Osceola cemetry 
it. |he has four brothers and two sisters{ | and returned to its kindred dust; 


living aS tollows: John Roverts, of |" {| the sorrowing relatives have the assu- 
Prairie City Iowa; Dr. -J. Roberts of jd 


rance however that his passing is but 
Holton Ind., Edward Roberts of Bry-}. 
antsburg Ind., and H. S. Roberts of to the greater life sar in the 
Holton, Ind, who came to attend the} | Promise of Him who said, “I go to 
ty, |tuneral but arrived a day too late.| | Prepare a place for you”. 


Osceola (NE) Record, 24 May 1906, pg. 5. 
Polk County, Nebraska Historical Society (https://polkcountyne.advantage- 
preservation.com/viewer/?k=charles%20roberts&i=f&by=1906&bdd=1900&d=05241906- 


05251906&m=between&ord=k1&fn=osceola_record_usa_nebraska_osceola_19060524_english_5&df=1&dt=2 
: accessed 17 Nov 2021). 
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Appendix 12.1 


Listing of West Fork Baptist Church Records 
Pertaining to Charlesji2] and Ammarilla (Reynolds) Roberts 


Dates of church meetings are generally recorded in the minutes as, for example, "3rd Sat in May 
1854." Dates shown are actual calendar dates. 


Source: "Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel 
#128. Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 


Charles 
e Undated. List of members received since the Association in 1837. 
e 26 May 1854. Received by experience. 
e 17 Dec 1870. Appointed to committee to visit J. D. Griffith about becoming minister. 
e 20 Dec 1873. Appointed to inform Brother Stevenson of church’s decision to accept his 
terms for becoming minister. 
e 17 Jul 1875. Appointed to serve as church sexton for the August 1875 meeting. 
e 28 Apr 1883. Letter of dismissal. 
e Undated. List of members. Dismissed by letter, June 1883. 


Ammarilla 


e Undated. List of members received since the Association in 1837. 
e 25 May 1854. Received by experience. 
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13. SARAH ANN "SALLIE" (b. 20 Nov 1830, d. 12 Sep 1905) 
Birth: 20 Nov 1830 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 
Marriage & children: 22 Nov 1853 to William Rafe Rayburn in Jefferson County, Indiana (b. 18 
Oct 1822 in Mount Sterling, Montgomery County, Kentucky; d. 23 Jan 1893 in Warren County, 
Illinois). 
e George Washington Rayburn 
o b. 4 Nov 1856 in Roseville, Warren County, Illinois. 
o m. 31 Dec 1884 to Minnie Cox Luster in Warren County, Illinois (b. 28 Aug 1862 in 
Berwick, Warren County, Illinois; d. 9 Jul 1929 in Roseville, Warren County, Illinois. 
o d. 8 Jun 1922 in Roseville, Washington County, Illinois. 
e Ida J. Rayburn 
o b. 1859 in Warren County, Illinois. 
o d. 1860 in Warren County, Illinois. 
e Willie Rayburn 
o b. 1862 in Warren County, Illinois. 
o d. 1864 in Warren County, Illinois. 
e Frank Sheridan Rayburn 
o b. 9 May 1867 in Warren County, Illinois. 
o m. 3 Oct 1894 to Nora Jessie Karns in Warren County, Illinois (b. 11 Oct 1870 in 
Greenbush, Warren County, Illinois; d. 4 Dec 1923 in Monmouth, Warren County, 
Illinois). Divorced 25 Feb 1922 in Warren County, Illinois. 
o d. 26 Sep 1927 in Muscatine County, Iowa. 
e John Roberts Rayburn 
o b. 9 Jul 1869 in Roseville, Warren County, Illinois. 
o m.5 Oct 1898 to Emma Malcolm in Warren County, Illinois (b. 8 Oct 1875 in Illinois; d. 
17 Jul 1945 in San Diego County, California). 
o d. 7 Apr 1944 in San Diego County, California. 
e Eddie Rayburn 
o b. 1873, probably 9 Jan, in Warren County, Illinois. 
o d. 1873, probably Apr, in Warren County, Illinois. 
e Charles Clyde Rayburn 
o b. 9 Jan 1873 in Roseville, Warren County, Illinois. 
o d.19 Mar 1912 in Colorado Springs, El Paso County, Colorado. 
Death: 12 Sep 1905 in Roseville, Warren County, Illinois 


Sarah, the third child of John S.,4] and Jane (Salyers) Roberts, was born 20 Nov 1830. While 


one of her obituaries states she was born in Jefferson County, Indiana, her birth was likely in 
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Switzerland County since that is where her parents were living. I have not found an 1830 census 
record that positively reflects the John S. Roberts family at that time, the one that most closely 
matches the known family members is in Switzerland County. This record also suggests an 
unknown daughter may have been born to John and Jane shortly after their marriage, with her 
death prior to the 1840 census since she does not appear to be in that, or subsequent, census 
records. +23 

e Male < 5 - 1 [Charlesri2z)] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 2 [Williami1) and either Edwardjs] or Elijahrioj] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 1 [either Edwards or Elijahrio3] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 [Johnyay] 

e Female < 5 - 1 [Sarahyis3y] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 1 [Unknown] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - i [Jane] 

The 1840 census for Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana identifies the following 
members of the Roberts household and notes that Sarah's father was engaged in agriculture.* 

e Male < 5 - 2 [Jeremiahyie), Edwardri7]] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 1 [Johnei43] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 2 [Williamyji1], Charlesyi2)] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 [John S.,4)] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 2 [Sarahyji3}, Marandarisy] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - i [Jane] 

The Roberts family moved to Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana (the next county and 
township west of Pleasant Township) abt. 1842 where Sarah's father had purchased 91 acres of 
land in portions of Section 1, T5N, R10E and Section 6, T5N, R11E. During the West Fork Baptist 
Church (WFBC) meeting held between 13 and 18 Aug 1842, her parents were accepted into the 
church by letter. The church is located less than a mile north of the family farm. Sarah was 
received into church membership by letter on 26 Aug 1848 and was dismissed on 27 Sep 
1851.55.78 

About May 1847, Sarah's Aunt Elizabeth;2] left her abusive husband, Jesse Cole, and came to 
live with the family pending her divorce. The 1850 census for Shelby Township, Jefferson County 


shows that Sarah had not attended school in the past year, so we do not know anything about the 


1 Figure 13.1. Sarah (Roberts) Rayburnji3; Headstone. 

2 See Figure 13.13. Sarah (Roberts) Rayburnji3; Obituaries. 

3 See Figure 4.2. 1830 United States Federal Census - Switzerland County, Indiana. 

4 See Figure 4.3. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

> See Figure 4.4. Newspaper Clipping - Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate (Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 19 Nov 
1879, pg. 2). 

® See Figure 4.5. John S. Robertsi4) Jefferson County, Indiana Property. 

7 See Figure 4.6. West Fork Baptist Church - Johnj4] & Jane Roberts Received into Membership. 

8 Figure 13.2. West Fork Baptist Church Records - Sarah Robertsr13; Received into Membership and Dismissal. 
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level of education she may have received. She married William Rafe Rayburn on 22 Nov 1853 in 
Jefferson County. 1011 

According to a biographical sketch about William, he and Sarah moved to Ellison Township, 
Warren County, Illinois about 18 months after their marriage where, in April 1855, he purchased a 
tax title to 160 acres of unbroken land in section 36 of Ellison Township. He had friends in Warren 
County and was attracted by the rich prairies of Illinois, convinced they were superior for farming 
than the lands in Indiana. It was here they began building their family of seven children, three of 
whom passed away at two years of age or less. Over time, William purchased additional land and 
eventually owned 560 acres divided between Sections 14, 23, 26, and 36 of Ellison Township upon 
which he raised cattle and hogs. At one time, William was Township Supervisor. Sarah was an 
active member of the Baptist Church.1*/13 

Sarah and William's first two children in their new home passed away very young. Ida J. was 
about a year old when she passed away in 1860 and Willie was about two years old when he 
passed away in 1864. While William's real and personal estate holdings were initially modest, 
valued at $3,300 and $300, respectively, in the 1860 census, by the 1870 census, they were 
valued at $20,000 and $2,800 respectively. The Rayburn family continued to live in Ellison 
Township for the 1880 census, where William is recorded as a farmer. 1415.16.17 

In 1873, Sarah and William welcomed their last two children, Charles and Eddie, into the 
family. Charles was born 9 Jan 1873. The only record of Eddie is his headstone, which notes that 
he passed away in 1873 at the age of three months. From this, it is likely Charles and Eddie were 
twins, with Eddie's death abt. Apr 1873.1%19 

William passed away 23 Jan 1893 in Roseville of pneumonia and was buried 26 Jan 1893 at the 
Roseville Cemetery. Later that year, on 15 Oct 1893, a family reunion with most of Sarah's living 
siblings was held at the home of her brother, Jeremiahrie), in Holton, Indiana. The attendees 
included Sarah; Johnyi4) and wife, Elizabeth; Marandayis) and her children James, Jesse, and Dora 
Francis Demaree; Jeremiahyie) and daughter, Stella; Edward;i7) and wife, Mary Jane; Henry;is}; and 
Ella Jane;20)}. Charlesri2;, however, was unable to attend.2%2! 

After having been in generally poor health for a long time and bedridden for about 10 months, 


Sarah passed away at her home in Roseville at 7:45 pm on 12 Sep 1905. Her funeral was held at 


° See Figure 2.5. Elizabeth Cole;2) Bill of Complaint for Divorce. 
10 See Figure 4.7. 1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
11 Figure 13.3. Sarah Ann Robertsri3; and William Rafe Rayburn Marriage Record. 
12 Figure 13.4. Biographical Sketch - William Rafe Rayburn. 
13 Figure 13.5. 1872 Plat Map - Ellison Township, Warren County, Illinois. 
14 Figure 13.6. 1860 United States Federal Census - Ellison Township, Warren County, Illinois. 
15 Figure 13.7. 1870 United States Federal Census - Ellison Township, Warren County, Illinois. 
16 Figure 13.8. 1880 United States Federal Census - Ellison Township, Warren County, Illinois. 
17 Figure 13.9. Ida J. and Willie Rayburn Headstones. 
18 Figure 13.10. Charles Clyde Rayburn Obituary. 
19 Figure 13.11. Eddie Rayburn Headstone. 
20 Figure 13.12. William Rafe Rayburn Obituary. 
21 See Figure 16.6. Newspaper Clipping - Jeremiah Robertsii6) Family Reunion (The Ripley Journal (Osgood, IN), 19 Oct 
1893, pg. 8). 
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the Roseville Baptist church on 21 Sep 1905, with burial next to her husband at the Roseville 
Cemetery. 22:23 


2 Figure 13.13. Sarah (Roberts) Rayburnii3; Obituaries. 

23 Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/92513043/sarah-ann-rayburn : accessed 19 
November 2021), memorial page for Sarah Ann “Sallie” Roberts Rayburn (20 Nov 1830-12 Sep 1905), Find a Grave 
Memorial ID 92513043, citing Roseville Cemetery, Roseville, Warren County, Illinois, USA; Maintained by JRoberts 
(contributor 48769167). 
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Figure 13.1 
Sarah (Roberts) Rayburnyji3; Headstone 


Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/92513043/sarah-ann-rayburn : accessed 19 
November 2021), memorial page for Sarah Ann “Sallie” Roberts Rayburn (20 Nov 1830-12 Sep 1905), Find a Grave 
Memorial ID 92513043, citing Roseville Cemetery, Roseville, Warren County, Illinois, USA; Maintained by JRoberts 
(contributor 48769167). Photo added 14 Jul 2013 by Roger Rayborn (contributor 47839987). 
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Figure 13.2 


West Fork Baptist Church Records - Sarah Roberts,i3} Received into Membership 
and Dismissal 


A. 26 Aug 1848 

B. 27 Sep 1851 

SS ft 
ee ee ee oe _ 


ade ey re Hepes” SA i 

WO Ltench nek aD fbi dliscorts| fo, 

IF. 0) fiance th, wb PeieisosgfsZ a f 

of go Pt Cuttin a LO a eae 
ee = ee eee 


= 


tod wane LP, 


| leh tf alt 


| ; : * = : : a a a | * 


"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128. 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 
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Figure 13.3 
Sarah Ann Roberts;i3] and William Rafe Rayburn Marriage Record 


e ss MC It Remembered, victok mad Gas ~— | 
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STATE OF INDIANA, JEFFERSON COURTY. S$cT. 
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"Indiana Marriages, 1811-2019," database with images, Family Search, 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9392-HB9K-WG?i=155&cc=1410397 : accessed 19 Nov 


2021), Jefferson > 1853-1855 > Image 156 of 454. 
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Figure 13.4 


illiam R. Rayburn, one of Warren 

' County’s most prominent well-to-do and 
“respected farmers, and a resident of sec- 
tion 36, Ellison Township, was born 
near Mt. Sterling, Montgomery Co., Ky., 
Oct. 18, 1822. His father, George Rayburn, a 
farmer and native of the same State, was a son of an 
old Kentucky family who settled there in its early 
history. He was first married in Montgomery 
County to Miss White, who died a few years later 
without issue. After the death of his wife, George 
Rayburn went into Ripley Co., Ind., where he was 
again married to Susan Shafer, a native of Virginia, 
and daughter of farmer and old soldier of the Revo- 
lutionary War, having enlisted when only 16 years of 
sge. After marriage, Mr. Rayburn returned to 
Montgomery County, settling near Mt. Sterling 
(the county seat) and while residing there the 
subject of our memoir was born. When but an infant 
his parents again returned to Ripley Co., Ind., and 
located upon a farm where William R. was reared, 
educated and resided until his marriage. His pa- 
rents died there some years after his marriage. 

The date of the marriage of William R. Rayburn 
with Miss Sarah Roberts, daughter of John and Jane 
(Salyers) Roberts, natives of Kentucky, took place 
Nov. 17,1854, in Jefferson Co., Ind., where her pa- 
rents had moved some time previous. Her parents 
were very early settlers in Southern Indiana. Her 
father was a farmer by occupation and had procured 
Government “land at an early date in that State. 


or Yo 


home until her mafriage, récéiviig the advantages 
afforded by the common schools. Mr, and Mrs. R. 
are the parents of seven children, three of whom are 
deceased. The living are: “George W, Frank S., 
John R. and Charles C.; Ida J., Willie and Eddie 
are deceased. Mt, 

About 18 months after marriage, Mr. Rayburn came — 
to Warren County, and the same year, April, 1855, | 
purchased a tax title to r60 acres of unbroken land, 
on section 36, of Ellison Township. He had some 
friends here and was attracted by the rich prairies of 
Illinois, a sight of them convinced him that they 
werd superior for farming purposes to the tender 
land of Indina. He located on his land, engaged in 
its improvement, and by laborious toil and economy 
has added thereto until he is at present the proprie- 
tor of 560 acres in Ellison Township, the major 
portion of which is under an advanced state of culti- 
vation. His farm is one of the best in the township, 
and his residence, barn and outbuildings are sub 
stantial, as the view of the same, which appears a) 
this work, fully demonstrates. Mr. R., in addition | 
to his farm duties and the cultivation of his land, de 
votes considerable of his time to the raising of stock 
and feeds a large number of cattle and hogs. His 
wife is an active member in the Baptist Church. 
Politically, Mr. Rayburn is a believer in and a sup- | 
porter of the principles of the Republican party. 
Although a gentleman not seeking office he has held 
the position of Supervisor of his township for two 


+> 


Excerpt from Portrait and Biographical Album of Warren County, Illinois: Containing Full Page Portraits and 
Biographical Sketches of Prominent and Representative Citizens of the County, Together with Portraits and 
Biographies of All the Governors of Illinois, and of the Presidents of the United States; Also Containing a 
History of the County, from its Earliest Settlement up to the Present Time, 1886. Chapman Brothers, Chica 
Illinois, Publisher. Page 309. (https://archive.org/details/portraitwarrencoOOchic, accessed 19 Oct 2019). 
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go, 


Figure 13.5 
1872 Plat Map — Ellison Township, Warren County, Illinois 
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Figure 13.6 
1860 United States Federal Census -—- Ellison Township, Warren County, Illinois 


y= No. 

2 ayer rey Pampa e mawo 
Hin 2. 

of sey Cree on the <2“? _ day of Auf 1860. 


Post Office & 
Pilly ‘The name of whose usual Profession, or Trade of “eet Ga Place of H i Es acrgmdgrciony 
La) He Reece) | aa) eS | ney | EE iit Wane 
: ili = ih 
1 sie 7 8 Py 10 niiiits| na 
". orl Loa a . 
i PP _) |G 930\4 296 tase ° 
3) 3d 3 
4 ZA Lip a 
5 Z ¥ ( js 
6 4 | lle 
. ard ererigin O 2 Yie eee vs es | s 
® =. A, Be | 2) f. Z |__—_—_—_——_| © 
10 ay Bleruin, z |Z 4 , &, “ | ~ 
Y/7 Yh omen t leven | 625 Lt a 
19 Ges mTOR ‘ lef flew |} —_——" 
4 | Asmacih a ET LL 4 
” | 2 v] 14 
| cos Detden wl pared | 4 J i 
16 | 1B ‘ qe 16 
17 WrFr. ‘i Nig Ww 
aS Ora 4 1s 
“| LAn Povite z Px. bi 
lt Wy Le La a) | 5209 |Sev ae 
st Hee Leah ‘eat a 
a IZ, ~ 
_* ty 23 
a rul! loam co tA 24 
95119 tLh Loe Ly Kaylan |9/ Pear a 52 ae a 
asad Prva baad 
az Cz d bie : a7 
me stl, aD a ae v as 
- H 4 4 ra 2 Fa tnd 
FEA 7A ae i Lag tee eo : 
se at: mp 2 PAi_| ee 
and eI { Mn he } ee @ Pee ss 
bas Z U7 a z x 2 a 32 
in ea cet ££ bid se 
as ; . 25 
= LC7 ZEAL _| bated 
37 Leo Deut: i 37 
38 4 ZL Ex 38 
29 \ 39 
40 i / a0 
Nat eee ee Se eel Pe ines 


"1860 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
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20 Nov 2021), Illinois > Warren > Ellison > Image 29 of 29. 
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Figure 13.7 
1870 United States Federal Census -—- Ellison Township, Warren County, Illinois 
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Figure 13.8 
1880 United States Federal Census - Ellison Township, Warren County, Illinois 
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"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4240564-00280?pId=21929676 : accessed 
20 Nov 2021), Illinois > Warren > Ellison > > 286 > Image 19 of 21. 
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Figure 13.9 
Ida J. and Willie Rayburn Headstones 


Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/92589926/ida-j-rayburn : 
accessed 20 November 2021), memorial page for Ida J Rayburn (1859-1860), Find a Grave Memorial ID 
92589926, citing Roseville Cemetery, Roseville, Warren County, Illinois, USA; Maintained by ddjohnsonri 
(contributor 47128881). Photo added 14 Jul 2013 by Roger Rayborn (contributor 47839987). 


Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/92589881/willie-rayburn : 
accessed 20 November 2021), memorial page for Willie Rayburn (1862-1864), Find a Grave Memorial ID 
92589881, citing Roseville Cemetery, Roseville, Warren County, Illinois, USA; Maintained by ddjohnsonri 
(contributor 47128881). Photo added 14 Jul 2013 by Roger Rayborn (contributor 47839987). 
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Figure 13.10 
Charles Clyde Rayburn Obituary 


DR. C. 0. RAYBURN 
DIES IN COLORADO 


LONG BATTLE WITH TUBERCU- 
LOSIS PROVES FUTILE FOR 
WARREN COUNTY MAN. 


END CAME SUDDENLY TODAY 


Dreaded Disease Was Probably Re- 
sult of Sickness While Serving 
For Uncle Sam in Spanish- 
American War. 

The Spanish-American war was 
probably, indirectly the cause of an- 


other Warren county boy’s death ‘to- 
day, @ telegram this morning from 


Colorado Springs telling of the death 
there at 3 o’clock of Dr. Charles C. 
Rayburn, 

Dr, Rayburn served in the U. 
medical corps and 
Tampa, Florida, during 
strugele with Spain. 
typhoid fever and never seemed to 
be as strong again. Later tubercu- 
losis developed and for the past five 
years he has been in Colorado with 
the hope ‘that the climate would even- 
tually cause a complete recovery. 

During the past winter Mr. and 
Mrs. tGeorge Rayburn of Roseville 

have been living with him in Colorado 
Springs and it not thought his 


S. 
located at 
the historic 
He contracted 


was 


Was 


-_— —-— 


condition was dangerous. Some 
weeks ago he ‘had a sinking spell but 
only yesterday a brother, frank Ray- 
burn of Roseville, received a card say- 
ing that he had so far recovered as to 
be able to go down town on Satur- 
day. Thus feeling that his condition 
was not alarming, the telegram of to- 
day telling of the sudden demise 
came aS an unusual shock, 

Born in Roseville. 

Charles C. Rayburn was the son of 
Mr. and Mrs, Rayburn and was born 
in Roseville on Jan. 9, 1873. He 
graduated from the city schools and 
high school and then completed the 
course in the state university at Ur- 
bana. Deciding to study medicine he 
went to the University of Pennsyl- 
vania and after graduation came west 
to Kewanee and started to practice 
medicine. Severai years were spent 
in that city when a breakdown in 
health made it necessary to go west 
to Colorado. 

Mr. Rayburn was unmarried and is 
survived by three forothers, Frank 


‘l\George and Jack Rayburns of Rose- 


ville. He was a young man with a 
wide acquaintence in Monmouth as 
welk as Roseville nad his death 


comes as 2 shock to scores of prerson- 
al. friends. 

‘the remains will be brought to 
Roseville for interment. Funeral ar- 
rangements wil} be announced later. 


Monmouth (IL) Daily Atlas, 19 Mar 1912, pg. 1 (newspaperarchive.com). 
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Figure 13.11 
Eddie Rayburn Headstone 


Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/92589733/eddie-rayburn : 
accessed 20 November 2021), memorial page for Eddie Rayburn (1873-1873), Find a Grave Memorial ID 
92589733, citing Roseville Cemetery, Roseville, Warren County, Illinois, USA; Maintained by ddjohnsonri 
(contributor 47128881). Photo added 14 Jul 2013 by Roger Rayborn (contributor 47839987). 
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Figure 13.12 
William Rafe Rayburn Obituary 


Warren County Democrat (Monmouth, IL) 26 Jan 1893, pg. 8 (newspaperarchive.com). 
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Mrs. Sarah A. Rayburn of Rose- 
ville Both Pioneers of War- 
ren County Died Last 
Night. 


Mrs. Sarah A, Rayburn. 

Mrs, Sarah A. Rayburn died at her 
home in Roseville last evening at 
7:45 o'clock. She had been in poor 
health for a long time and for the 
past ten months had been bedfast 
Her condition had grown worse since 
last November and the end was not 
altogether unexpected. No especial 
reason is given as the cause of her 
death, except the general breaking 
down of her system. 

Mrs. Rayburn was one of the pio- 
neer settlers of Warren county and 
also of this state, having moved here 
with her husband, William R. Ray- 
burn, who preceded her in death 
some twelve years. from Jefferson 
county, Indiana in the late forties. 
She had lived to the ripe old age 
of 75 years and all who knew her 
respected and honored her. 

‘Besides the other relatives 
friends she leaves four sons to 
mourn her loss. They are G. W. 
Rayburn, F. 8. Rayburn, J. I. Ray- 
burn, and Dr. C. C. Rayburn All 
except Dr. Rayburn, who lives in Ke- 
wanee, reside in Roseville. 

Mrs. Rayburn’s maiden name was 
Sarah A, Roberts, and she was born 
in Jefferson county, Indiana. No def- 
inite arrangements have as yet been 


made for the funeral services. 
ee 


and 


Figure 13.13 
Sarah (Roberts) Rayburnyi3; Obituaries 
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Monmouth (IL) Daily Atlas, 13 Sep 1905, pg. 1. 
(both from newspaperarchive.com) 


MORTUARY 


Sarah Rayburn, 

Tuesday evening at 7:45, at her 
home in Roseville, occurred the death 
of Mrs. Sarah Rayburn, after a long 
illness, death being due to a general 
wearing out of the vital organs. 

The deceased was an early settler 
of Warren county, coming here with 
her husband in 1855, and during her 
life here has @#ained the respect and 
love of a large number’ who _ will 
mourn in her death the loss of a 
friend. 

Sarah Roberts was born in South- 
ern Indiana, 75 years ago, and when 
a young girl moved to Jefferson coun- 
ty, Ind., where she was joined in 
marriage to William R. Rayburn, Noy. 
17, 1854. The following year Mr. and 
Mrs. Rayburn came to this county, 
settling in Ellison township on a tract 
of unbroken prairie land, which later 
became one of the best improved 
farms in the township. 

Four sons are left to mourn the 
death of Mrs. Rayburn, Mr. Rayburn 
having passed away about twelve 
years ago, The sons are George W.., 
Frank S., and John R. of Roseville 
and Dr. Charles C. of Kewanee, 

The funeral will be held in the Bap- 
tist church in Roseville, tomorrow af- 
ternoon at 2 o’clock and the remains 
will be interred in the cemetery 


there. 


Warren County (IL) Democrat, 20 Sep 1905, pg. 3. 
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14. JOHN (b. 5 Dec 1832; d. 27 Jan 1922) 
Birth: 5 Dec 1832 in Indiana, likely Switzerland County. 
Marriage & children: 8 Mar 1857 to Elizabeth Ann Murrell in 
Warren County, Illinois (b. 1 Feb 1835 in Botetourt County, 
Virginia; d. 2 Feb 1917 in Jasper County, Iowa). 

e William Edward Roberts 


(2) 


(2) 


(2) 


e Jason Lee Roberts 


(2) 


(2) 


(0) 


b. 9 Feb 1858 in Warren County, Illinois. 

m. 20 Jan 1881 to Mary Margaret Maine in Jasper 
County, Iowa (b. Sep 1861 in Iowa; d. 1945). 

d. 6 Jul 1935 in Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa. 


b. 8 Dec 1859 in Warren County, Illinois. John Roberts, ca. 1880. 
. . _ Photo from a family photo album and 
mi. 22 Dec 1881 to Julia French in Mound Prairie, provided by a 4th great granddaughter 


. , of Edward), through his grandson, 
Jasper County, Iowa (b. 5 Dec 1863 in Illinois; d. 28 John Robertsri4;, who wishes to not be 


Nov 1917 in Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa). —— 

m2. 25 Oct 1919 to Anna May Riley in Murray, Clarke County, Iowa (b. 1 Jun 1872 in 
Newton, Jasper County, Iowa; d. 2 Nov 1961 in Sioux Rapids, Buena Vista County, 
Towa). 


d. 26 May 1940 in Des Moines, Polk County, Iowa. 


e George Anthony Roberts 


(0) 


(e) 


(2) 


b. 18 Nov 1861 in Roseville, Warren County, Illinois. 

mi. 16 Apr 1885 to Ella Viola Daniel in Jasper County, Iowa (b. 29 Oct 1866 in Warren 
County, Illinois; d. 17 Jan 1922 in Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa). 

m2. 25 Oct 1925 to Lucy L. Cadwallader in Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa (b. 4 Oct 
1875 in Jasper County, Iowa; d. Jun 1970 in Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa). 

d. 18 Apr 1939 in Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa. 


e Mary Jane Roberts 


(e) 


(e) 


(0) 


b. 7 Nov 1863 in Roseville, Warren County, Illinois. 

mi. 4 Jul 1879 to Reuben H. French in Jasper County, Iowa (b. 30 Nov 1856 in Knox 
County, Illinois; d. 27 Feb 1937 in Iowa). 

m2. 18 Apr 1889 to Samuel H. Blount in Jasper County, Iowa (b. Mar 1864 in England; 
d. 29 Jun 1935). 

d. 20 Dec 1947 in Des Moines, Polk County, Iowa. 


e Wilbert John Roberts 


(e) 


(0) 


b. 
d: 27 Jun 1878 in Jasper County, Iowa. 
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Death: 27 Jan 1922 in Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa. 


John, the fourth child of John S.(4; and Jane (Salyers) Roberts, was born 5 Dec 1832. While 
various records identify his place of birth as Jefferson County, Indiana, his birth was likely in 
Switzerland County since that is where his parents were living at the time. I have not found an 
1830 census record that positively reflects the John S. Roberts;4) family; however, the one that 
most closely matches the known family members is in Switzerland County, Indiana. This record 
also suggests an unknown daughter may have been born to John and Jane shortly after their 
marriage, with her death prior to the 1840 census since she does not appear to be in that, or 
subsequent, census records. 

e Male < 5 - 1 [Charlesri2)] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 2 [Williami1; and either Edwardjg] or Elijahtio7] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 1 [either Edwardys or Elijahrio3] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 [Johnyay] 

e Female < 5 - 1 [Sarahris3y] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 1 [Unknown] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - 1 [Jane] 

The 1840 census for Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana identifies the following 
members of the Roberts household and notes that John's father was engaged in agriculture.? 

e Male < 5 - 2 [Jeremiahyie), Edwardi77] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 1 [Johne14)] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 2 [Williamy11), Charles;12)] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - i [John S.,4)] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 2 [Sarahyji3}], Marandarisy] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - i [Jane] 

The Roberts family moved to Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana (the next county and 
township west of Pleasant Township) abt. 1842 where John's father had purchased 91 acres of land 
in portions of Section 1, T5N, R10E and Section 6, T5N, R11E. During the West Fork Baptist Church 
(WFBC) meeting held between 13 and 18 Aug 1842, his parents were accepted into the church by 
letter. The church is located less than a mile north of the family farm.*>6 

About May 1847, John's Aunt Elizabeth;2) left her abusive husband, Jesse Cole, and came to live 


with the family pending her divorce. The 1850 census for Shelby Township, Jefferson County shows 


1 Figure 14.1. John and Elizabeth (Murrell) Roberts Headstone. 

2 See Figure 4.2. 1830 United States Federal Census - Switzerland County, Indiana. 

3 See Figure 4.3. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

4 See Figure 4.4. Newspaper Clipping - Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate (Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 19 Nov 
1879, pg. 2). 

> See Figure 4.5. John S. Roberts;4) Jefferson County, Indiana Property. 

® See Figure 4.6. West Fork Baptist Church - Johnta] & Jane Roberts Received into Membership. 
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John's occupation as "Farmer," with no notation that he 
had attended school during the past year. He likely 
spent much of his teen years helping on the family 
farm.78 

In 1855, when John was about 23 years old, he went 
to Warren County, Illinois to work as a farm hand. 
There, he met Elizabeth Ann Murrell, whose family came 
to Illinois from Botetourt County, Virginia. They were 
married on 8 Mar 1857 in Warren County, Illinois by 
Isaac L. Pratt, Justice of the Peace, and less than a year 
later, welcomed their first child, William Edward, on 9 
Feb 1858.2:19 


The 1860 census shows John and his family living in John & Elizabeth (Murrell) Roberts 
From a photo album believed to have 
belonged to John's brother, Jeremiahyie}. 
See Chapter 7 - Jeremiah Roberts Photo 
Album. 


Point Pleasant Township, Warren County, Illinois. John's 
occupation is listed as Farmer and the value of his 
personal estate is estimated at $650. Elizabeth's brother, 
John Henry Murrell, is living with the family, helping on the farm as a farm hand. Sometime prior to 
1863, John's brother, Henry;isj, joined him in Point Pleasant as they both were listed as subject to 
military duty during the Civil War. I have not been able to determine if John served in the War; 
however, since he was married with children by the time the War broke, it seems doubtful.11:14 

In the fall of 1868, John and his family, along with Elizabeth's mother and father, removed to 
Iowa by covered wagon and settled on land he purchased seven miles northeast of Prairie City, 
Jasper County, Iowa. The property is identified on an 1871 plat map as 120 acres situated in the 
SE/4 SW/4 and W/2 SE/4 of Section 23, T79N, R2ZOW. 131415 

The 1870 census for Mound Prairie Township, Jasper County, Iowa shows John and his family 
residing on the farm, which is valued at $3,200. His personal property was valued at $465. John 
and Elizabeth had a young son, Wilbert John, who passed away in infancy on 27 Jun 1878 in Jasper 
County.1617 

The 1880 census shows John and the family continuing to reside on the Jasper County farm. By 


this time, sons Jason and George had reached an age they could help with the farm, and this is 


7 See Figure 2.5. Elizabeth Cole;2) Bill of Complaint for Divorce. 

8 See Figure 4.7. 1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
° See Figure 1.1. "Family History," by Orpha (Roberts) Blount. 

10 Figure 14.2. John Robertsti4) and Elizabeth Murrell Marriage Record. 

11 Figure 14.3. 1860 United States Federal Census - Point Pleasant, Warren County, Illinois. 

12 Figure 14.4. 1863 Civil War Draft Registration - Warren County, Illinois. 

13 Blount. 

14 Figure 14.5. 1871 Plat Map - Mound Prairie Township, Jasper County, Iowa. 

15 Figure 14.6. John Robertsji4) Jasper County, Iowa Property. 

16 Figure 14.7. 1870 United States Federal Census - Mound Prairie Township, Jasper County, Iowa. 
17 Blount. 
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likely what they were doing since their occupation is identified as "Farmer." The 1880 Agricultural 
Schedule provides a wealth of information about John's farm, and gives us a more detailed glimpse 


into the Roberts family life.1%19 


John farmed 120 acres of tilled farmland, valued at $2,400. Of the 120 acres, 19 acres were 
grassland. The value of farm implements was placed at $100, the value of his livestock was 
placed at $300 and the value of all farm production in 1879 was placed at $850. One milk cow 
was on hand, as were 19 head of swine and 14 head of poultry. The farm produced 100 Ibs. of 
butter and 250 eggs in 1879. Indian corn was the main crop - 2,650 bushels from 53 acres in 
1879. Wheat production in 1879 was 300 bushels from 30 acres, and oat production was 280 
bushels from seven acres. The farm also produced two tons of hay in 1879 and John owned 
two horses. 


The 1885 Iowa state census for Mound Prairie Township, Jasper County, does not provide a 
great deal of new information about John and his family; however, unlike most census records, it 
does identify with more specificity where the family was living. Their residence is listed as SW/4 
SE/4 of Sec 23, Township 79, Range 20. This is the 40-acre portion of John's property in Figure 
14.6 in which the dwelling is located. Within this same 40-acre tract, but in separate dwellings, the 
census identifies John and Elizabeth's son, Jason Lee, and his family, as well as Elizabeth's parents, 
Wiley A. and Mary Murrell. This census also identified those individuals who were entitled to vote. 
Since women did not earn the right to vote until the 19th Amendment was ratified on 18 Aug 1920, 
only the Roberts men were noted as so entitled.2° 

According to John's obituary, in the spring 
of 1887, the family moved to the town of 
Monroe in Jasper County, Iowa. On 15 Oct 
1893, a family reunion with most of John's 
living siblings was held at the home of his 
brother, Jeremiahrie), in Holton, Indiana. The 
attendees included Sarahri3); John and wife, 
Elizabeth; Marandaris; and her children James, 


Jesse, and Dora Francis Demaree; Jeremiahrie} 


and daughter, Stella; Edward,i7) and wife, 


John Roberts Family Home, Monroe, Iowa ca. 1892. Mary Jane; Henry;is}; and Ella Jane;2o}. 


Photo from a family photo album and provided by a 4th great : 
granddaughter of Edward;1), through John Robertsii4), who Charlesjiz2] was unable to attend. The following 


wishes to not be identified. See Figure 14.11 for identification. 


day, John and Elizabeth left for Missouri where 


they were expected to make a short visit 


18 Figure 14.8. 1880 United States Federal Census - Mound Prairie Township, Jasper County, Iowa. 
19 Figure 14.9. 1880 Agricultural Schedule - Mound Prairie Township, Jasper County, Iowa. 
20 Figure 14.10. 1885 Iowa State Census - Mound Prairie Township, Jasper County, Iowa. 
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before returning to their home in Monroe, Iowa. By 1895, John appears to have retired from 
farming. John and Elizabeth are both identified as Methodists in the 1895 Iowa state census.2!22,23 

After having retired, John appears to have become active in politics. In Jun 1895, John was 
selected as a delegate to the Jasper County Republican Convention to select delegates to the state 
convention, which was to be held in Jul 1895. At the Convention, he was appointed to the 
Committee on Permanent Organization. In Nov 1895, he was appointed to a federal grand jury in 
Des Moines, Iowa for cases involving illegal liquor sales.?*?° 

The Presidential election of 1896 was a hotly contested campaign pitting the Republican ticket 
of William McKinley and Garret Hobart against the Democratic ticket of William Jennings Bryan and 
Arthur Sewall. The campaign took place in the midst of an economic depression known as the Panic 
of 1893. Democratic President Grover Cleveland did not seek reelection, leaving the field open for 
the nomination of the Bryan-Sewall ticket. In Jul 1896, John was one of the representatives for the 
town of Monroe at the Jasper County Republican Convention to ratify the McKinley-Hobart ticket 
and appoint the delegates to attend the Iowa State Republican Convention. Since delegates to 
conventions are typically prominent people in the community, I think we can deduce that John was 
one of those individuals. Apparently, then, as now, politics was a dirty business with lies, innuendo, 
and misleading comments being lodged against prominent people - sometimes from far-away 
places. John was not immune. In 1898, he and his sons were supporting William J. Miller, the 
Republican nominee for the Fairview Township Board of Supervisors. Rumors were circulating in 
Independence and/or Clear Creek Township, located about 20 miles north of Monroe, that John did 
not support Mr. Miller and would do all he could to thwart his election. This was apparently not 
true, but that did not prevent the rumors from flying in at least one location, far removed from 
Fairview Township, that had no bearing on the Township election! 252728 

Small newspapers of the era often ran stories about the daily lives of prominent people in the 
community, and Iowa newspapers were no exception. We find that John and Elizabeth held a family 
reunion on 3 Apr 1898 at their Monroe home. In attendance were their four children and spouses, 
and 15 grandchildren! It's from these local stories that we find John sold his Monroe, Iowa home in 
Feb 1899 for $1,150 and moved to Prairie City, Iowa. There, on 4 Apr 1899, John purchased Lots 1 
and 2 of Block 3, Butters Addition for $1,500, where he proceeded to build a home. The home was 
completed in 1900 and today, the address of the home is 108 North Sherman Street, Prairie City, 


21 Figure 14.12. 1895 Iowa State Census - Monroe, Jasper County, Iowa. 

22 See Figure 16.6. Newspaper Clipping - Jeremiah Robertsri6) Family Reunion (The Ripley Journal (Osgood, IN), 19 Oct 
1893, pg. 8). 

23 See Figure 14.29. John Robertsji4) Obituary. 

4 Figure 14.13. Newspaper Clipping - John Robertsji4) Appointment to the Committee on Permanent Organization, 
Jasper County Republican Convention. 

25 Figure 14.14. Newspaper Clipping - John Robertsjia) Federal Grand Jury. 

26 1896 United States Presidential Election, Wikipedia 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1896_United_States_presidential_election : accessed 7 Mar 2021) 

7 Figure 14.15. Newspaper Clipping - John Robertsi14; Delegate, Jasper County Republican Convention. 

28 Figure 14.16. Newspaper Clippings - John Robertsj14) Political Hit-Job. 
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Iowa 50228. According to the 1900 census, 


John owned the Prairie City home mortgage- 
free, 29/30,31,32,33,34 


It was in Prairie City that John and 
Elizabeth appear to have settled in to the 
quiet life of retirement. The 1905 and 1915 


Iowa State census and the 1910 Federal 


i} 
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census show John and Elizabeth remained in 
their home at least through 1915. With 
Elizabeth's death on 2 Feb 1917 of 


pneumonia, it seems this was a good time for John Roberts Family Home, Prairie City, Iowa ca. 1904. 
. . Photo from a family photo album and provided by a 4th great 
John to have sold the home, as he is found in — granddaughter of Edwardj1, through John Robertsii4, who 


the 1920 census living with his eldest son and wishes to not be identified. See Figure 14.20 for identification. 
daughter-in-law, William Edward and Mary (Maine) Roberts. 35/36,37,38,39 

John passed away 27 Jan 1922 of "senile debility," with pneumonia as a contributory cause. 
Son George was the informant on his death certificate. His obituary notes that he had contracted a 
severe cold two weeks prior to his death, but was making a rapid recovery when he suddenly 
turned worse and passed away quickly. He was affectionately known on the street as "Grandpa 
Roberts" and was a man of sterling qualities - cheerful with a gentle dignity and kindness in his 
manner. He was a Christian man and served in various capacities in his church. He was a member 
of Preston Lodge #218 of the Ancient Free Masons. He is buried at the Waveland Cemetery in 


Prairie City, lowa.*41,42 


Probate*? 
John died intestate. His estate quickly went into probate as son, William Edward, was appointed 


Administrator on 6 Feb 1922. Heirs were identified as W. E. Roberts of Prairie City, Iowa; J. L. 


29 Figure 14.17. Newspaper Clipping - John Robertsji4) Family Reunion. 

30 Figure 14.18. Newspaper Clippings - John Roberts] Sale of Monroe, Iowa Home & Move to Prairie City, Iowa. 

31 Figure 14.19. John Robertsii4) Warranty Deed for Prairie City, Iowa Property 

32 Jasper County Assessor Property Report (https://jasper.iowaassessors.com/parcel.php?parcel=1601108004 : accessed 22 
Nov 2021). 

33 Figure 14.21. John Robertsri4) Prairie City, Iowa Home. 

34 Figure 14.22. 1900 United States Federal Census - Prairie City, Des Moines Township, Jasper County, Iowa. 

35 Figure 14.23. Elizabeth (Murrell) Roberts Death Certificate. 

36 Figure 14.24. 1905 Iowa State Census - Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa. 

37 Figure 14.25. 1910 United States Federal Census - Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa. 

38 Figure 14.26. 1915 Iowa State Census - Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa. 

39 Figure 14.27. 1920 United States Federal Census - Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa. 

40 Figure 14.28. John Robertsi14] Death Certificate. 

41 Figure 14.29. John Robertsi14) Obituary. 

42 Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/99632803/john-roberts : accessed 21 
November 2021), memorial page for John Roberts (5 Dec 1832-27 Jan 1922), Find a Grave Memorial ID 99632803, citing 
Waveland Cemetery, Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa, USA; Maintained by pmm (contributor 47022120). 

43 Appendix 14.1. Transcription of Probate Records. 
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Roberts of Newton, Iowa; G. A. Roberts of Prairie City, Iowa; and Mary J. Roberts Blount of Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

John's real and personal property were not officially appraised until Jan 1923. His real property 
consisted of 240 acres of land in Mound Prairie Township, Jasper County, Iowa, appraised at 
$40,000, and personal property, appraised at $3,270.99. It appears each of John's children 
received a portion of the 240 acres of land. William's final report on the administration of the 
estate, filed 10 Mar 1923, notes that all of the property in the estate had been "converted into cash 
or other forms available for distribution" and, after payment of all costs and claims, was distributed 
to John's heirs. Total cash in the estate was $3,284.16 and after payment of debts, each of John's 


children received a little over $441 in cash as their monetary inheritance.*4/45 


44 Figure 14.30. John Roberts14) Real Property at Death & Distribution to Heirs. Report of Inheritance Tax Appraisers filed 26 
Jan 1923 (Appendix 14.1: Probate Record Book 38, Page 100). 
45 Figure 14.31. 1930 Plat Map - Mound Prairie Township, Jasper County, Iowa. 
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Figure 14.1 
Johnii4; and Elizabeth (Murrell) Roberts Headstone 
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Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/99632803/john-roberts : 
accessed 21 November 2021), memorial page for John Roberts (5 Dec 1832-27 Jan 1922), Find a Grave 
Memorial ID 99632803, citing Waveland Cemetery, Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa, USA; Maintained by 
pmm (contributor 47022120). Photo added 12 Mar 2013 by Angie Clark (contributor 47327597). 
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Figure 14.2 
John Roberts;i4] and Elizabeth Murrell Marriage Record 
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"John and Elizabeth Roberts marriage certificate," Ancestry, (https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui- 
viewer/collection/1030/tree/83705163/person/36495373116/media/4d5d63c2-6948-424b-b95b- 
Oecb4f2c7ffb?_phsrc=mie1415023&usePUBJs=true ; accessed 21 Nov 2021). Originally shared by 
Ancestry.com user chills711 on 7 Mar 2012. Per message from Ancestry.com user Jezihorse, record can be 
found at the County Court Records, Film #1377920-1377922. 
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Figure 14.3 (2 pages) 
1860 United States Federal Census - Point Pleasant, Warren County, Illinois 
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"1860 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry, 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7667/images/4215001_00262?pId=36750917 : accessed 
21 Nov 2021), Illinois > Warren > Point Pleasant > Images 17 & 18 of 18. 
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Figure 14.4 
1863 Civil War Draft Registration — Warren County, Illinois 
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"U.S., Civil War Draft Registration Records, 1863-1865," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1666/images/32178_648466_0013-00190?pId=2492700 
: accessed 21 Nov 2021), Illinois > 4th > Vol 2 of 5 > Image 189 of 368. 
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Figure 14.5 
1871 Plat Map — Mound Prairie Township, Jasper County, Iowa 


Excerpts from Warner, G. E. & Worley & Bracher. (1871) Map of Jasper County, Iowa. Fairfield, Iowa: Harrison 
& Warner. [Map] Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2012587551/. Accessed 
22 Nov 2021. 
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Figure 14.6 
John Roberts;i4) Jasper County, Iowa Property 


Google Earth 


John Roberts real property holdings as identified in Map of Jasper County, Iowa by G. E. Warner, 1871. SE/4 
SW/4 and W/2 SE/4 of Sec 23, T79N, R20W, Jasper County, Iowa. Image downloaded 5 Mar 2021. GPS of 
house: 41.631503, -93.143420. © 2021 Google. 
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Figure 14.7 


1870 United States Federal Census — Mound Prairie Township, 
Jasper County, Iowa 
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"1870 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry, 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7163/images/4263629_00367?pId=35483221 : accessed 
22 Nov 2021), Iowa > Jasper > Mound Prairie > Image 14 of 26. 
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Figure 14.8 


1880 United States Federal Census — Mound Prairie Township, 
Jasper County, Iowa 
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"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry, 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4240692-00527?pId=23454577 : accessed 
22 Nov 2021), Iowa > Jasper > Mound Prairie > 096 > Image 5 of 17. 
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Figure 14.9 
1880 Agricultural Schedule — Mound Prairie Township, Jasper County, Iowa 


: dotted perpendicular which divide the spaces intended for numbers on this Schedule, are intended 
Pago No, f. Se La aamenenenen ot the umorator shouldbe entel thatthe Sure are writen within the amall wpacen so formed hag "ne 
s Ys Dist No. in the right-hand small spaces. y As 

rs and 4, accord! 

Camu Otto 2 __§ ore naa tn ce ae ee tt a 
NOTH O.-2nsneratore Wil obearve that thor are 100 questions relating to each frm, whish are arranged In four mioodeaiv® divlalons of oxy indict 
Py So ene 
SCHEDULE 2.—Productions of Agriculture in Wd. Ga. cbershyin the County of ..... ean, ils, , State of ah ay, 


enumerated by me on the ieee day of June, 1880. Cf. x, Def. ' 2 


Enumersig 


i. 
ind: : 


tHe NAME. 


£) 


I 


- It 


Sew~aeeue a 


“NBLT CATTLE AND THEIR PRODUCTS. 


mas oe tne farm 
nim 


lho 


SF nent tune tw, 


eo SB 
& 


BS 
sy 
Nn 


es 


as 


= 


NK 
SNIS SNIS SN 


i 


amar HHS 


aa 
snort, | Meal 
eke ew 


ec erwoer en uw a 


"U.S., Selected Federal Census Non-Population Schedules, 1850-1880," database with images, Ancestry, 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1276/images/31643_218858-00386?pId=577872 : 
accessed 22 Nov 2021, Iowa > Agriculture > 1880 > Jasper > Mound Prairie > Image 5 of 7. 
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Figure 14.10 
1885 Iowa State Census — Mound Prairie Township, Jasper County, Iowa 
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"Iowa, U.S., State Census Collection, 1836-1925," database with images, Ancestry, 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1084/images/IA1885_208-0004?pId=7224675 : 
accessed 22 Nov 2021), 1885 > Jasper > Mound Prairie > Image 1 of 27. 
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Figure 14.11 
Roberts Family Portrait, ca. 1892 -— Monroe, Jasper County, Iowa 
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John & Elizabeth Roberts, their children and their families at the Roberts home in Monroe, Jasper County, 
Iowa ca. 1892. Photo from a collection of family photographs kindly provided by a 4th great granddaughter of 
Edward,1;, through his grandson, John Robertsri4}, who wishes to not be identified. She also provided the 


identification of the individuals. 


From the left (by family group): 
Mary (Main) Roberts, Clara Roberts, Maude Roberts, and William Edward Roberts. 


Mary Jane (Roberts) Blount, Samuel Blount, Harry R. Blount 


John and Elizabeth Roberts 
George Anthony Roberts, George Anthony, Jr., Ella V. (Daniels) Roberts, Ethel Gay Roberts 


Orpha Roberts, Oca Roberts, Julia (French) Roberts, Guy L. Roberts (sitting on fence), Jason Lee Roberts 
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Figure 14.12 
1895 Iowa State Census - Monroe, Jasper County, Iowa 


"Iowa State Census, 1895," database with images, FamilySearch, 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939V-5NS3-6Q?i=247 : accessed 22 Nov 2021), Jasper > 
Image 248 of 980. 


301 


Figure 14.13 


John Roberts;i4] Appointment to the Committee on Permanent Organization, 
Jasper County Republican Convention 


UAUIE Us UIT Rw \ CBE BS EU UH al 
in| rhe roll was called and the follow- 
ing committees named: ; 


Committee on Credentials—I. P.| fi 
the Hay, A. D. Cox. W. H. Wood, A. W./H 
ntil Hall, Thomas Hanson, M. Feathers, | e 
J. H. Hise, H. Price, Geo. Hager, A.| J 
M. Crawford, H. L. Longfellow, J. M. | T 
.| Rayburn, L. D. Baum,Caieb Lamb, E. 
_|J. Talbot, E. Bean, Jas. Pickens, E.| P 
W. Sampson,L. H. Sherman,J. Sharp, | A 
Jacob F. Shell, W. E. Newton. E 

Committee on Permanent Organi-| fF 
zation—J. A. Leonard, M. W. Pease, 
N. W. Lee, C. A. Dotson, Chas. Walk- 
er, Ed. Winchell, John Roberts, W. I. 
Price, N. F. Walton, J. B. Kerr, J. F. 
Rodgers, H. S. Efnor, J. B. Kyerly, J. 
R. Sitler, Geo. Harlan, W. C. Kim- 
berly, J. B. Lawson, Thos, J. Conover, 

A. Howell, John J, Powers, 

Committee .on Resolutions Wm. | € 
Byal, W. M. Boyd, E. Dotson, D. M. |! 
Kelly, & W. Macy, Fred Austin, 
Frank Shankland, C. C. Hickman, L.}* 
_|M. Randle, Levi Irvin, W. O. MeEl-}! 
roy, H. Reynolds, B. M. Failor, Robt. |! 
Blizzard, H. M. Reasoner, John Simp-| é 
son, E. F. Gilford, H. C. Finch, J. A. 
Cope, I. Clay. 


Excerpt from 28 Jun 1895 Newton (IA) Record, Pg. 1 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 14.14 
John Roberts;i4; Federal Grand Jury 


John Roberts, who is serving on the 
jury in the Federal court in Des 
Moines, was at home over Sunday. 
Most of the cases brought before the 


court are those involving the illegal ]« 


sale of liquor. Mr. Roberts says that 
the defendants and witnesses in these 
cases are usually pretty tough speci 
mens of humanity. The Judge com- 
plimented the jury upon their intel- 
ligence and ability. If all in the 
panel are the equals of Mr. Roberts 
it is safe to say the jury is above the 
average. , 


Excerpt from 8 Nov 1895 Newton (IA) Record, Pg. 6 (newspaperarchive.com) 


Figure 14.15 
John Roberts;i4] Delegate, Jasper County Republican Convention 


Maw, A. rl. Draivy. 
Independence—J. W. Weston, Geo. 
Henning. Lew Randle, 8S. G. Rich- 
ards, C. C. Grahatn, N. F. Walton, A 
Davey. 
Monroe—John Vandermast, ©. A. |/¢ 
racy, W. L. Zerley, Frank Roberts, 
. P. Burchinal, J. T. Hendershot, J. 
H. Hise, CC. H. Hook, John Roberts, 
. K. Fudge, E. P. Crane, C. E. Me- 


g 
fer, J. E. Hibbs, James McFarlin. 
Poweshiek—S. W. Boyd, M. F. Berk- 
ley, A. W. Fry, Emory Whitehead, A. 
B. Cox, A. Whitehead, T. A. Lamp- 
man. 


-— = - MM a ce 


Exc ne sift 7 Jul A896:wewten na ee ord, Pg. 1 (newspaperarchive.com) 


ee ee. es on ee ee a ae 


Figure 14.16 
John Roberts;i4) Political Hit-Job 
[eet betas sae .) John Roberts of Monroe was in town 
[Tnttnenisnce torncip shee. ean pf Yesterday and wanted us to deny em- 
| Roberts, one sta go Sen phatically the report that has been 
Wn, x Milter for supervisor and that circulated up in Clear Creek to the 
aiwut hisdefeat. Mritemerts want, (ff effect that he is opposed to the elec- 
hig Its and that not only himeelt, nee | thon Of W. J. Miller as member of the 
ition nee "foi este ff Board of supervisors. Mr. R. is a 
[power to insure his election. ‘This is/ fl Republican of the most radical type, 
isa warm friend of Mr. Miller, and 
will do everything in his power to se- 
cure his election. Mr. Miller has no 
warmer supporters in the county than 
|| John Roberts and his boys. 


jon a par with all the other Democra- 
| tic cock-and-bull stories about creat 
Left: Newton (IA) Record, 6 Sep 1898, pg. 4. 
Right: Newton (IA) Record, 29 Sep 1898, pg. 1. 


Republican disaffection always away 
over in some other township-— which 
(both from newspaperarchive.com) 


; when run down always proye utterly 
| without foundation. When the votes 
are counted this fall, every Republi- 
canon the ticket will be elected with 
; hundreds of votes to spare. 
i 


Se aE 
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Figure 14.17 
John Roberts;i4) Family Reunion 
VLLIL USOC EULT he 


A Family Reunion. 

John Roberts of Monroe made the 
RECORD office a pleasant call yester- 
day, and told us of a pleasant time at 
his home last Sunday—a family re- 
union.n which all their children and 
grandchildren participated for the 
tirst time in several years. Of course 
it was a glad day for Mr. and Mrs. 
Roberts, as well as their children, 
and one that will not soon be forgot- 


_{ten. Besides the father and mother, 


there were present, W. E. Koberts, 
wife and four children, J. L. Roberts, 


.| wife and five children, G. A. Roberts, 


7 ~ 7 


wife and two children, all of Prairie 
City, and S. H. Blount, wife and four 
children of Des Moines. 


Newton (IA) Record, 7 Apr 1898, pg. 3 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 14.18 


John Roberts;i4] Sale of Monroe, Iowa Home 
and Move to Prairie City, Iowa 


John Roberts sold his residence to, ! 
Pred Kingdon: price 41,150, We re- ! 
eret tosay that Mr. and Mrs, Rob: | 
-erts intend to move from Monroe, | | 
They intend making Prairie City 
their home. 


John Roberts, for many years one of 
the substantial citizens of Monroe, has | 
jrecently moved to Prairie City--thus 
adding a most excellent family to the 
social circles of the proud little potato 
village. 


Ce ee od 


Top: Newton (IA) Record, 16 Feb 1899, pg. 4. 
Bottom: Newton (IA) Record, 16 Mar 1899, pg. 8. 
(both from newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 14.19 


John Roberts;i14] Warranty Deed for Prairie City, Iowa Property 


Filed for Record an ee day of. Mh —— 4.D. 189.2 , 
P at_L_otetocs: FP ag 
WARRANTY DEED. ZC. 


RECOROEN JABPER COUNTY, IOWA, 


» By—-—_______._____ Deputy. 


ae aon County, State Pll Sr mm in consideration of the sum of 
woe so Ermer ae a ee See —aaecenans seo DOLLARS, | 


in hand paid, do hereby Sell and Convey unto COD Ped henry 


Sat goes and State of. the following cescribet premilees to-wit; * ‘ 


tok APIVYe RA Aad fey ae " 


i= Town Lot Déed Record, 216, Jasper County, Iowa. 
| 
| 
| 


And ZTE do hereby covenant with the sald 
that 22 AALS lawfully stized in fee simpla of said premises; that they are free from ineumBrance; that__27-2” has 
good right and lawful authority to sell the same; and __... Vind a -do hereby covenant to Warrant and Defend the said premist 


ppurte: thereto belonging against the ta; fat ob claims ofall persone , whomeover, tnd the said ee, Ba saa 
TELE: DE (atten. 
hereby relinquishes ait a2 sand. of dower in and to the above described premises, oe 
J Signed the Leta AA day of A 4D. 1892 
IN THE PRESENCE OF -_ AEs ee. (Dittinds 
8 Beare ‘lle 1 UButiine 
as a ee 


STATE OF IOWA, Jasper County, ss. 
on this LE __ ae athe —~— A.D. 189.9, si LO Helton Ll soning cacffalen 
. ~ in yes said, County, pt gy PLL cd ABELL, 


: tt (2ullize Tad. rife es Siscannd  p ~ personally to me 
. Known to be the tdentical person Crchosg nama he cAEAA_"__affixed to the alove deed as grantor 
and acknowledged the same to se tah ntntry act and deed. F 


' WITNESS my hand and 


cal Ze 


Seal the ay ond year above written. 
A at at ae i 


Za 


Notary Public, in-a <a 


Jasper County, Iowa Recorder's Office, Newton, Iowa. 
(https://cotthosting.com/IAJasperRodExternal/LandRecords/protected/SrchQuickName.aspx), Indexed 
Records > Historical Index > Search Record Book > Book 216, Page 212 : accessed 22 Nov 2021. 
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Figure 14.20 
Roberts Family Portrait, ca. 1904 —- Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa 


cee 


il 


John & Elizabeth Roberts, their children and their families at the Roberts home in Prairie City, Jasper County, 
Iowa ca. 1904. Current address: 108 North Sherman Street, Prairie City, Iowa 50228. Photo from a collection 


of family photographs kindly provided by a 4th great granddaughter of Edwardrij, through his grandson, John 
Robertsy14}, who wishes to not be identified. She also provided identification of the individuals. 


From left- 


Mary Jane Roberts’ family: Mary Jane (Mollie J) standing holding her daughter Bernice Blount; son Samuel Harvey 
with hat and tie standing next to his father, Samuel H. Blount. Seated on ground in front are, from left, Florence, 
Helen J, and Harold M. Blount. Oldest son Harry R. is standing next to his father in a dark suit. 


George A. Roberts’ family: Standing next to Harry R. Blount is Ella V. Daniels Roberts and in the (short) white dress 


is daughter Ethel Gay Roberts. Seated at her feet is Edith Mae Roberts. Their father George A. Roberts stands next 
to Ethel, with son George A. Roberts, standing next to him. 


Jason Lee Roberts’ family: Oca Roberts, in a long white dress, stands next to George Roberts Jr. Her brother Guy L. 
Roberts stands in front of her and their father, Jason Lee Roberts. His wife Julia French Roberts stands next to him 
holding their baby Ralph Roberts. Sitting on the ground in front of them are, from left, Wiley Roberts, Willard 
Roberts, and Charley Roberts in white. The very short woman in front of Julia French is Orpha B. Roberts. 


Elizabeth Ann Murrell and her husband John Roberts stand next to Julia French. 


William Edward (W.E., or Ed) Roberts’ family: W.E. Roberts stands next to his father, John Roberts. His son Orville 
stands beside him, with the woman on the right probably Orville’s mother, Mary M. Main Roberts; his sister Edna is 
not seen in the picture. Seated on the ground in front of them are Maude & Clara, with Maude possibly having the 
lighter hair. 
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Figure 14.21 
John Roberts;14) Prairie City, Iowa Home 
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Undated images of the John Roberts home at 108 North Sherman Street, Prairie City, Iowa 50228. 
© 2021 Realtor.com (https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/M7083434658 : accessed 22 Nov 
2021). 
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Figure 14.22 


1900 United States Federal Census -— Prairie City, Des Moines Township, 
Jasper County, Iowa 
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"1900 United States Federal Census," database online, Ancestry, 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4119863_00050?pId=19552297 : accessed 
22 Nov 2021), Iowa > Jasper > Des Moines > District 0018 > Images 8 & 9 of 46. 
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Figure 14.23 
Elizabeth (Murrell) Roberts Death Certificate 


STATE OF TOW A—Department of Vital seis BO 193 4 
i pally i i CERTIFICATE OF DEATH : ‘ ve Lif death occurredin 


2, Township of Z 4284 (ML J a Hospital or Institu- 
if f A 7 -% ton: events NAME 

inste: t 
3. City or Town of 4 Wo a AG paren cr itrert ana 


Si 
(Month: ay (Year) 


saa ' HEREBY CERTIFY, oe I attended deceased from 
| 


| that I last saw h- 


9, SINGLE, MARRIED | and that death occurred on the date stated above. at-----.7_.2__-£ tana 
WIDOWED OR DIVORCED 


The CAUSE OF DEATH was as follows: 
110. BIRTHPLACE | 
i (State or Country) 


FATHER 


12. BIRTHPLACE 
| OF FATHER 
(State or Country) 


. MAIDEN NAME , 
OF MOTHER | | 


4. BIRTHPLACE | 
OF MOTHER } - i 
(State or Country) / é . SPECIAL INFORMATION only for Hospitals, Institutions, Tran- 
sients or Recent Residents. 


. OCCUPATION. | 7 J ||Former or How long at 
io, | Usual Residence 


Mh H 
oan en canon pa fame, al i 
! Where was disease contracted, 


‘The Above Stated Personal Particulars Are True to the iE Licata ace ee nate 
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"Iowa, Death Records, 1904-1951," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS68-CQYV- 
D?cc=2531337&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A78QT-L4W2 : accessed 22 Nov 2021) > 


Film # 102869853 > Image 3371 of 4346. 
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Figure 14.24 


1905 Iowa State Census - Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa 


"Iowa State Census, 1905," database with images, FamilySearch 


Left Image: (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9ZV-DZ1B?i=1414&cc=2126961), 
007486311 > Image 1415 of 6881 : accessed 22 Nov 2021 


Right Image: (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9ZV-DCCM?i=1823&cc=2126961), 
007486311 > Image 1824 of 6881 : accessed 22 Nov 2021 
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City, Jasper County, Iowa 


Irie 


Figure 14.25 


1910 United States Federal Census — Pra 


Bits 7 oe a 
Srate heen ; DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND LABOR BUREAU OF THE CENSUS oA spainvig iA OATREE es 
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‘Vic twat ame tw, Sado Soy, 
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acide ever ee at al 


Aa 0 


7387868 : 


-00986?pId 


4328302 
accessed 22 Nov 2021), Iowa > Jasper > Des Moines > District 0020 > Image 15 of 16. 


database with images, Ancestry, 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7884/images/31111 
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"1910 United States Federal Census 


Figure 14.26 
1915 Iowa State Census - Prairie City, Jasper County, Iowa 


ee, 
Name.... 20. & Late... AZ. 


/ 


Town opsteweeirip 6) 
Le ia 


Occupation. -___. 


County 220" / Penna 


é Roe Months i in 1914 
Ae, aS 7.-------- Unemployed... 


Total earnings for 1914 from, 
Extent of { Common____ 


Bich = Grammar__.¥.-__--2 1.2... eg ere CONES EM tases wihetas 
.| Birt = DO Fou own your | Yes 
Place... eee ss Be enon eheeaenene so HOME or farm? {oe 


_.Deaf __..- 


-_ Idiot... 


Artillery..... Navy-- Sie SE i 


; Church Affiliation. my A tat: = hee 
If Foreign Born are you} Father's fo Mother's mers f 


Birthplace Deh ee nae tates = DICE DIGCO eet 


“} | Remarks 


Name.. KH ba 6. 


1 Female 


j County 2st adnate - \ ¢ t Ke 
Color LiAe ; : ae 


; Pes =A San enn ey etme . Ward__ 3 
Married_S. Widowed... _ Monchs: in 1914 


- Unemployed 


Total earnings for 1914 from ogcupation $..-.__..____. 
Extent of Common : 
Education ,Grammar : C Colleges 


Private_____ College ___| Birth Lee. y 
PUES oa Callete | Puce Le Or Toe 


Incumbrance on farm or home $ 

Military Service; Civil War______Mexican_..._. 

Artillery Navy._.. State Regiment. 
Church Affiliation ___ Gf i leeds say- Sede tm... 


If Foreign Born are you} Father's Y Mother's 
Birthplace_______ ter. ................ Birthplace WV. Che 


Idiot ___ 


77, 3 SS 


Remarks 


Years in lowae¢.£2.. Signed. ..........- PaZL Te ¢ ey ave .---Agsessor 


"Iowa State Census, 1915," database with images, FamilySearch 


Top Image: (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-8926-XHBH?i=3706&wc=QSZP- 
N38%3A1291587902%2C1291587901&cc=2240483), Jasper > Murphy, C.-Shorten, J. > Image 3707 of 5156 
: accessed 22 Nov 2021. 

Bottom Image: (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-8926-XHBP?i=3688&wc=QSZP- 
N38%3A1291587902%2C1291587901&cc=2240483(, Jasper > Murphy, C.-Shorten, J. > Image 3689 of 
5156 : accessed 22 Nov 2021. 
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Figure 14.27 


City, Jasper County, Iowa 


irie 


1920 United States Federal Census — Pra 
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Ancestry, 


" database with images, 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/4300698_00076?pId 


22 Nov 2021), Iowa > Jasper > Prairie City > District 0020 > Image 13 of 16. 


"1920 United States Federal Census, 


43765672 : accessed 
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Figure 14.28 
John Roberts;i4) Death Certificate 


4D0- t24 


ORIGINAL 


STANDARD CERTIFICATE OF DEATH = P*""uzer guns gyavisics 


1 PLACE OF DEATH 


2 FULL NAME 


(a) Residence. Wo’ 


(Usual place oF abode) (If nonresident give city or town and State) 
Length of residence in city or town where death occurred yrs. mos. ds. How long in U. S., if of foreign birth? yrs. mos. ds. 
Fe ee ee 


PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 


4COLOR OR RACE | 5 Single, Married, Widowed 5 F DEATH (month dav me iD. 
x Be Divorg (write tho word) 16 DATE OF DEATH (month, day, and year) 7 19 Zz 2 
Ww tute ae ee 17 


5a If married, widowed, or divorced I HEREBY CERTIFY, That I attended deceased from 


HUSBAND of 
aos a a 0.4% & 
19 4. 


(or) WIFE of 
ft prea Gs 


S DATE OF BIRTH (month, day, and year) / we s> > 


3 


and that death occurred, on the date stated above, at_ a Rese Saeesae >_m. 


TAGE Sionthss = 
S 9 sean Fs = i 1 day. hrs, || THE CAUSE OF DEATH*was as follows: 
' LL or_.--mia. 


8 OCCUPATION OF DECEAS. 
(a) Trade, profession, or 
Particular kind of work__._.{.. “| Grosewweneesne® 


(b) General nature of Industry, S 
business, or establishment in "4 | 
which employed (or employer)____-_.---.-------.------------------_ -||------------------ (duration) -_------- 


c) Ni fentloyas = = ': ee 
(c) Name of employer CONTRIBUTORY........\ 
(Secondary) 


9 BIRTHPLACE (city or town) <= 
(State or country) 


18 Where was disease contracted 
if not at place of death?_____- 


10 NAME OF FATHER’ 


11 BIRTHPLACE OF HER (city or town)____}E- 


(State or country) 


(Si £8) <J Atk NM, a 
12 MAIDEN NAME OF MOTHER W— v 
, 19 (Address) 


“ity : *State the disease causing death, or in deaths from yiolent causes, state 
13: BIRTHPLACE /OF MOTHER (clty-or town Yo “I (1) means and nature of injury, and (2) whether accidental, suicidal, or homi- 
(State or Country) 


cidal. (See reverse side for additional space.) 
14 19 PLACE OF Si tee CREMATION OR REMOVAL) DATE OF BURIAL 
Informant Be ary si = a ee ere 


(Address) 19 a ~ 


Ts 20 ae TAKER ADDRESS 
Filed fare /, 1922. Vet. "oaths Zs ee | 
y/ ia “Registrar | J 


"Iowa, U.S., Death Records, 1880-1904, 1920,1967," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61442/images/101784559_00254?pId=92419 : accessed 
22 Nov 2021), 1921-1929 > Jasper > Image 254 of 2498. 


PARENTS 


317 


Figure 14.29 
John Roberts;14)] Obituary 


‘ 


j 

a man of sterling qualities. Always 

cheerful, and by reason of this he 

“crew old beautifully.” Of him it 

could be truthfully said: “Beautiful 

in life, and beautiful in death.” 

He was a Christian man, and be- 
lieved that the steps of a good man, 
though they may not always follow 
the paths he would himself have 
chosen, are ordered by the Lord. 

_ For more than forty years he was a 
follower ‘of Christ, and served in 

various capacities in the church. A 

few days before his. passing he re- 

marked that there were three things 
of which he was never ashamed: 
his age, his politics, and his religion. 

There was a gentle dignity and kind- 

liness in his manner that made his 

life serene and attractive, and fellow- 
ship with him delightful and profit- 

able. j 
On December 5, 1921, Mr. Roberts 
celebrated the eighty-ninth anniver- 
saty of his birthday, in the home of 
his son, Edward, with whom he has 
made his home the last five years. 
He had with him on this occasion 
his three sons and their wives, his 
two daughters and their husbands. 
He was in excellent health and in full 
possession of his faculties. About 
two weeks ago he contracted a severe 
cold, but was making a rapid recov- 
ery when, without any known cause, 
the end came suddenly and without 
a struggle. He passed out just as 
he desired. 

He is survived by four children; 
nineteen grandchildren; twenty-nine 
great-grandchildren; one®* sister, two 
brothers, and a wide circle of appre- 
ciative friends. 

Funeral services were conducted 
from the local Methodist church, of 
which he was a*member for many 
years, by the pastor, Rev. D. J. 
McKay. Rev. E. G. Williams, as- 
sisted by members of Preston Lodge 
218 A.F.M., of which the deceased 
was a member for a number of 
years, conducted the beautiful and 
impressive funeral rites of that order, 
A mixed quartet sang several con- 
soling and inspiring selections. The 
floral tribute was beautiful. The re- 
mains were interred in the family lot 
at the side of his wife, who preceded 
him in death five years ago. 


Card of Thanks 

We take this means to express our 
heartfelt gratitude to all who have 
been so kind and helpful to us in our 
bereavement. We are. especially 
grateful to Rev. Doctor Williams, of 
Colfax, Iowa, for his loving personal 
tribute to our departed father; and 
to the Masonic brothers for their 
expressidns of esteem and devotion 
to his memory; and to the singers 


Received from a 4th great granddaughter of Edwardri;, through his grandson, John Robertsyi4}, who wishes to 
not be identified. She identified the source as Prairie City (IA) News, pg. 1. Date unknown, but would have likely 
been between 28 and 31 Jan 1922. 
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Figure 14.30 
John Roberts;i4] Real Property at Death & Distribution to Heirs 


Google Earth 


John Roberts real property holdings as described in Report of Inheritance Tax Appraisers filed 26 Jan 1923 
(Appendix 14.1: Probate Record Book 38, Page 100) and distribution to his heirs (from Figure 14.31). Image 
downloaded 5 Mar 2021. © 2021 Google. 


1. W/2 SW/4, Section 23, Township 79 North, Range 20 West - Distributed to Mary Jane and George 
Anthony 

W/2 SE/4 SW/4, Section 23, Township 79 North, Range 20 West - Distributed to William Edward 
SW/4 SE/4, Section 23, Township 79 North, Range 20 West - Distributed to William Edward 

E/2 NW/4 SE/4, Section 23, Township 79 North, Range 20 West - Distributed to William Edward 
NW/4 NE/4, Section 26, Township 79 North, Range 20 West - Distributed to Jason Lee 

SE/4 NE/4, Section 26, Township 79 North, Range 20 West - Distributed to George Anthony 


oy OT Paes 
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Figure 14.31 
1930 Plat Map — Mound Prairie Township, Jasper County, Iowa 
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Excerpt from Plat Book of Jasper County, Iowa, 1930. W. W. Hixson & Co., Rockford, Illinois, 1930. University 


of Iowa Digital Libraries (https://digital.lib. uiowa.edu/islandora/object/ui%3Ahixson_881 : accessed 22 Nov 
2021). 


320 


Appendix 14.1 


Transcription of Probate Records 


Records received 22 Oct 2019 from Jasper County District Court, Jasper County Courthouse, 101 
1st Street North, Newton, Iowa. 


Probate Record Book 37, Page 241 


Matter of Estate 
of 


Jahn iRobets Proof of death and petition for letters of administration filed February 6th 


1922. Date of death, January 27th 1922. 


2K 2K 2K 2K OK OK 2K OK 2K 2K OK 2K 2K OK 2K KOK 2K 2K OK 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K >K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K 2K 2K KOK 2K 2K OK 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K K 2K 2K OK 2K 2K OK 2K OK OK 2K OK 2K > 2K 2K 2K OK 2K >K OK 2K 2K OK >K KOK 


Letters of administration issued to W. E. Roberts, February 6th, 1922, with order for giving notice 
of appointment by posting notice thereof on the bulletin board in the Court House at Newton, 
Jasper County, Iowa. 


2K 2K 2K 2K 2K OK >K OK 2K 2K OK 2K 2K OK KK OK 2K 2K OK 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K OK 2K 2K OK OK 2K 2K 2K >K OK 2K OK OK 2K KOK 2K 21K 2K 2K OK 2K 2K OK OK 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K OK 2K 2K OK 2K 2K OK KK 2K 2K 2K OK KK OK 


Notice of appointment of administrator and proof of posting, filed February 6th, 1922. 


PROOF OF POSTING. 
State of Iowa, Jasper County, SS: 
I, W. E. Roberts, being duly sworn, do depose and say that on the 6th day of February, 
1922, I posted on the Bulletin Board in the Court House at Newton, Iowa, an exact duplicate 
of the within notice of my appointment as administrator of the estate of John Roberts, 
deceased, said posting being in pursuance of the order made in said case by the Clerk of the 
District Court of Jasper County Iowa on Feby. 6, 1922. 


W. E. Roberts 


Subscribed and sworn to before me and in my presence by W. E. Roberts, this 6th day of February, 
1922. 


(SEAL) Frank Wilson, Clerk Dist. Court. 
3K 2K 2K >K 2K 2K KK 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K OK OK 2K OK >K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K OK OK 2K OK OK 2K KK 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K OK 2K OK OK 2K KK 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K OK OK OK OK 2K OK 


Inventory filed February 17th, 1922 


Comes now W. E. Roberts, administrator of said estate, and files the following inventory of the 
Personal Estate of said decedent: 


STATEMENT OF HEIRS. 


W. E. Roberts, son, 64, Prairie City, lowa; J. L. Roberts, son, 62, Newton, Iowa; G. A. Roberts, 
son, 60, Prairie City, lowa; Mary J. Roberts Blount, daughter, 58, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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NOTES AND ACCOUNTS. 


W. E. Roberts, three notes, principal and interest, $ 624.70 
State Bank Certificate, 710.20 
War Savings Stamps, 130.00 
Cash in Bank at time of Decease, $46.08 


I, W. E. Roberts, administrator do hereby certify that the above is a correct inventory of the 
Personal Estate of John Roberts, deceased. Given under my hand this 16th day of February, 1922. 


Probate Record Book 37, Page 306 


Matter of Estate 
of 


Jolin Rebarts Supplemental Inventory filed March 3rd, 1922. 


3K >K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K OK OK KOK 2K KK 2K KK 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K OK OK KK KK 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K 2K OK 2K OK 2K OK OK OK OK 2K KK 
Comes now W. E. Roberts, administrator of the above named estate and respectfully states to the 
court the following facts: Since the filing of the original inventory in this estate, other property has 
come to the attention of the administrator which is now listed as part of the assets of the estate as 
follows: 


Accrued rent, being 11/12 of the total rent for the year ending 
March 1, 1922, which total rent was $720.00, $ 660.00 


Liberty Bonds, par value, $1000.00 
Respectfully submitted, 


W. E. Roberts, Administrator. 
2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K OK 2K 2K OK KK 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K OK OK 2K OK KK 2K >K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K OK OK 2K OK OK 2K OK >K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K OK 2K OK OK 2K OK 2K ok ok 


Preliminary Inheritance Tax Report, filed March 3rd, 1922. 


BENEFICIARIES. 
W. E. Roberts, 64, son, Prairie City, Iowa; J. L. Roberts, 62, son, Newton, Iowa; G. A. Roberts, 60, 
son, Prairie City, Iowa; Mary J. Roberts Blount, 58, daughter, Des Moines, Iowa. 


INVENTORY OF REAL PROPERTY. 


W 1/2 of SW 1/4, Sec. 23, Twp. 79, Rng. 20, 80 acres 

W 1/2 of SE 1/4 of SW 1/4, Sec. 23, Twp. 79, Rng. 20, 20 acres. 
SW 1/4 of SE 1/4, Sec. 23, Twp. 79, Rng. 20, 40 acres. 

E 1/2 NW 1/4 of SE 1/4, Sec. 23, Twp. 79, Rng. 20, 20 acres 
NW 1/4 of NE 1/4, Sec. 26, Twp. 79, Rng. 20, 40 acres 

SE 1/4 of NE 1/4, Sec. 26, Twp. 79, Rng. 20, 40 acres 


Estimated Value of Real Property, $36000.00 
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ESTIMATE OF VALUE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY. 


Money on deposit, $46.08 
Book accounts, accrued rent (11/12 of $720, rent for year 
ending 3/1/22), 660.00 
Securities-- 
Bonds (including interest accrued at time of death) par 
value, $1000.00 
War Savings Stamps, maturity value, 150.00 
Notes (including interest accrued at time of death), 624.70 
Certificates of deposit (including interest accrued at time 
of death), 710.20 
Total securities, $1684.90 
Miscellaneous property including wearing apparel 80.00 
Total personal property, $2470.98 


Did the decedent during his life time by a request secret or otherwise make any disposition of his 
estate to become effective at his death? Yes. 


If the above question is answered "yes" specify fully. 
Deeded the land listed above and disposed of 
the bonds listed above both to become effective 
upon his death. 

Did the decedent by deed, grant, sale, gift or transfer of any nature convey any of his property in 

contemplation of death, or transfer any property wherein possession or enjoyment was not to be 


given the transferee until after the death of transferer? Yes 


If the above question is answered "yes" then specify the property thus transferred and to whom. 
See answer to preceding question concerning land and bonds. 


The gross debts of this estate are estimated at $1100.00 

State of Iowa, Jasper County, SS: 

I W. E. Roberts, being first duly sworn depose and say, that I am the above named administrator 
and that I am acquainted with the facts and statements contained in the foregoing report and that 
they are correct and true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

W. E. Roberts 


Subscribed and sworn to by W. E. Roberts before me this 3rd day of March, 1922. 


(SEAL) A. E. Hindorff, Notary Public 
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Probate Record Book 38, Page 82 


Matter of Estate 
of 


ahha uberts Notice of Time and Place of Appraisement for Inheritance Tax Purposes, and 


acceptance of service by W. J. Burbank, Treasurer of State on January 12th, 
1923, filed January 13th, 1923. 


Probate Record Book 38, Page 100 


Matter of Estate 
of 


jab Ravers Report of Inheritance Tax Appraisers filed January 26th, 1923. 


INVENTORY AND APPRAISMENT BILL 
Schedule A--Real Property 


W 1/2, S.W. 1/4, Sec. 23, Twp. 79, Range 20 ) 
W 1/2, S. E. 1/4 of S. W. 1/4, Sec. 23, Twp. 79, Range 20 ) 
S. W. 1/4 of S. E. 1/4 Sec. 23, Twp. 79, Range 20 ) Appraised Value 
E 1/2, N.W. 1/4 of S.E. 1/4, Sec. 23, Twp. 79, Range 20 ) $40,000.00 
N.W. 1/4, N.E. 1/4, Sec. 26, Twp. 79, Range 20 ) 
S.E. 1/4, N.E. 1/4, Sec. 26, Twp. 79, Range 20 ) 


Total value of Real Property in Schedule A, $40,000.00 


Schedule B--Personal Property 


Money on Deposit, $46.08 Appraised Value, $¢ 46.08 
Book accounts, rent $660.00, Appraised Value, 660.00 
Bonds, Liberty, Appraised Value, 1000.00 
War Savings Stamps, Appraised Value, 150.00 
Notes, $100, Int. $1.15; $207, Int. $7.75; $300, Int. 
$8.75, Appraised Value, 624.65 
Certificates of Deposit, Appraised Value, 710.26 
Miscellaneous personal property, Appraised Value, 80.00 
Total Value of Schedule B, $3270.99 


We, the undersigned, being first duly sworn, depose and say that we are the duly appointed 
appraisers in the county and state aforesaid, of property charged or sought to be charged with the 
payment of an Inheritance Tax, and that we have faithfully and impartially, and without prejudice 
appraised the property set out in the foregoing inventory at what we believe to be its fair market 
value, as indicated in the column marked "Appraised Value." Dated this 25 day of January, 1923. 


G. H. Warner ) 


E. J. Failor ) Appraisers 
H. C. Korf ) 
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Subscribed and sworn to by the above named appraisers before me this 25 day of Jan. 1923. 


(SEAL) E. O. Korf, Notary Public. 


Probate Record Book 38, Page 146 


Matter of Estate 
of 


Jahn Robes Hearing on final report set for first day of April 1923 Term of this Court. Notice 


of hearing to be given by posting one notice on bulletin board at Court House, 
ten days before time set for hearing. 


Probate Record Book 38, Pages 161 & 162 


Matter of Estate 
of 


jenn Rabeds Administrator's final report and petition for discharge filed March 10th, 1923. 


NRRKKRKAANKRAKAANKAKANAANKRKANKRADNKAKKAKARKNKKNKKAKNKKNKKNR KANNAN KANN KAKA KAKA 
W. E. Roberts, the administrator of the above named estate makes the following report of his 
doings as such administrator since the date of his appointment: John Roberts died in this county, 
intestate on the 27th day of January, 1922, letters of administration on his estate issued to W. E. 
Roberts on the 6th day of February, 1922, with order for notice of the appointment to be given by 
posting one notice of such appointment, on the Bulletin Board in the Court House at Newton, Iowa. 
Notice was posted as ordered, an affidavit proving that fact is now on file in the office of the clerk 
of this court, said affidavit having been made and filed on February 6, 1922 the same date the 
notice was posted. No claims have been filed against the estate, the only obligations outstanding 
being a small church subscription and the funeral expenses, and costs of administration. All of said 
claims and obligations are more particularly set forth in the itemized statement hereinafter made. 
Proper detailed reports have been made to both the state of Iowa and the United States 
Government in compliance with the inheritance tax laws of those jurisdictions, but the estate 
proved to be non-taxable, on account of the fact that its entire value was less than the exemptions 
allowed by the laws of both the state and the United States Government. All of the property of the 
estate has been converted into cash, or other forms available for distribution, and after payment of 
all proper claims and costs, has been distributed to the parties entitled thereto either in cash or in 
kind. The following is an itemized statement of the receipts and disbursements in connection with 
the estate: 


RECEIPTS 
Cash on hand at death of decedent, $¢ 46.08 
Proceeds of W. E. Roberts notes, including both principal and int. 624.70 
Proceeds of certificate of deposit in State Bank, Prairie City, including both 
principal and interest, 710.20 
Proceeds of War Savings Stamps cashed, 150.00 
Wearing apparel and miscellaneous personal property, appraised value, 80.00 
Accrued rent, 660.00 
Face value of Liberty Bonds distributed in kind, 1000.00 
Refund on account of over-payment of taxes, 13.48 
Total to be accounted for, $3284.16 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


Taxes on estate property for 1921, paid in 1922, 

Taxes for 1922 on estate property, paid in 1923 

Board and extra care for decedent just prior to his death, 
Minister at funeral, 

Dr. Peter Herny, medical care for decedent, 

Phone bills in connection with funeral, 


{begin page 162} 


Undertaker's bill, 

Subscription to M. E. Church at Prairie City, Iowa, 
Court costs paid, 

Administrator's compensation, 

Fees of Cross & Hamill, attorneys for administrator, 


Distributed to W. E. Roberts: 


Liberty Bonds, ¢$ 250.00 
Accrued rent, 165.00 
Cash, 6.38 
Clothing etc., 20.00 

Total 


Distributed to J. L. Roberts: 


Liberty Bonds, ¢$ 250.00 
Accrued rent, 165.00 
Cash, 6.39 
Clothing etc., 20.00 

Total 


Distributed to G. A. Roberts: 


Liberty Bonds, ¢$ 250.00 
Accrued rent, 165.00 
Cash, 6.38 
Clothing etc., 20.00 

Total 


Distributed to Mary J. Blount: 


Liberty Bonds, ¢$ 250.00 
Accrued rent, 165.00 
Cash, 6.39 
Clothing etc., 20.00 

Total 


Total accounted for, 
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$ 268.95 
267.32 
195.00 

10.00 
31.25 
6.90 


$ 465.00 
10.00 
28.50 

118.00 
118.00 


$ 441.38 


$ 441.39 


$ 441.38 


$ 441.39 


$3284.46 


Vouchers are hereto attached showing the disbursements above reported. The estate has been 
fully and fairly administered and nothing further remains to be done in connection therewith. The 
administrator therefore prays that upon the presentation of this report, the court fix a time and 
place for hearing thereon and prescribe the notice to be given of such hearing: and that upon final 
hearing, this report and the doings herein set out be approved and confirmed, the administrator 
discharged and the sureties on his bond released. 


Cross & Hamill 
Attorneys for the Administrator 


State of Iowa, Jasper County, SS: 

I, W. E. Roberts, being first duly sworn, on oath state that I am the administrator making the 
foregoing final report, that I have read the same and know the contents thereof and that the 
statements therein made and contained are true as I verily believe. 

W. E. Roberts 

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me, this 16th day of February, 1923. 


(SEAL) John E. Cross, Notary Public 


KRNRKAKAKANRKRARANKRAKRNRAKANRDANRDAAKKRDNRDRKRKDRDRDRKRKNRKDRKRKDRKRKAKDRKDRKDR ERK KAKA KRKR RKB KR 


Proof of posting notice of final report filed March 10th, 1923 


RKRKRKAKANRKRANKRNANKRANNKRAKRANKRARADRARKRNRDRKDKDKRKDRBDRDRKR DRED KR KDRKR KDR KR KDRKDR KDR KDR KR KR KR KKK RRR KARR RRR) 


State of Iowa, Jasper County, SS: 


I J. E. Cross being first duly sworn, do depose and say that on the 10th day of March, A. D. 1923, I 
posted an exact copy of the within notice of the final report in the estate of John Roberts on the 
Bulletin Board at the Court House in Newton, Iowa, said posting being in pursuance of the order 
made in said case, by the District Court of Jasper County, Iowa, on the 10 day of March A. D. 
1923. 


J. E. Cross 


Subscribed and sworn to before me and in my presence by the said J. E. Cross this 10th day of 
March A. D. 1923. 


(SEAL) Frank Wilson, Clerk District Court 
By Florence E. Altemeier, Deputy. 


Probate Record Book 38, Page 251 


Matter of Estate 
of 


: ae ; : 
janes Final report approved, administrator discharged and sureties on bond released 
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15. MARANDA (b. 2 Dec 1834, d. 24 Apr 1917) 
Birth: 2 Dec 1834 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 
Marriage & children: 14 Feb 1864 to James Henry Clay Demaree in Jefferson County, Indiana 
(b. 18 Sep 1830 in Indiana, likely Ripley County; d. 7 Jun 1904 in Shelby Twp., Ripley County, 
Indiana). 
e _ Demaree 
o b. &d. abt. 1865. 
e Emma J. Demaree 
ob. 1866 in Indiana, likely, Ripley County. 
o m. 19 Oct 1884 to Warren Collins in Ripley County, Indiana (b. 24 Mar 1863; d. 29 Jun 
1898). 
o d. 30 Apr 1886 in Indiana, likely, Ripley County. 
e Anna Belle Demaree 
o b. 30 May 1867 in Rexville, Ripley County, Indiana. 
o m. 4 Feb 1897 to Hiram Taylor in Monmouth, Warren County, Illinois (b. 26 Jun 1868 in 
Roseville, Warren County, Illinois; d. 2 Aug 1946 in Monmouth, Warren County, Illinois). 
o d. 10 Jul 1940 in East Moline, Rock Island County, Illinois. 
e James H. Demaree 
o b. 23 Jun 1869 in Rexville, Ripley County, Indiana. 
o m. 1894 to Daisy Gray in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana (b. 26 May 1879 in Holton, 
Ripley County, Indiana; d. 9 Jul 1936 in Covington, Kenton County, Kentucky). 
o d.13 Jun 1930 in Seymour, Jackson County, Indiana. 
e Jesse Edward Demaree 
o b. 29 Jul 1873 in Versailles, Ripley County, Indiana. 
o m. abt. 1895 to Ida Mae Moore, likely in Ripley County, Indiana (b. 27 May 1878 in 
Ripley County, Indiana; d. 22 Sep 1949 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana). 
o d.9 Apr 1947 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana. 
e Rose May Demaree 
o b. 21 Feb 1876 in Ripley County, Indiana. 
o m. 2 Mar 1898 to Arthur Taylor in Warren County, Illinois (b. 9 Jan 1873 in Roseville, 
Warren County, Indiana; d. 24 Aug 1951 in Monmouth, Warren County, Indiana). 
o d. 31 May 1955 in Blandinsville, McDonough County, Illinois. 
e Dora Francis Demaree 
o b. 3 Feb 1879 in Ripley County, Indiana. 
o m. 1894 to John Robert Moore, likely in Ripley County, Indiana (b. 29 Sep 1873 in 
Holton, Ripley County, Indiana; d. 13 Nov 1947 in North Vernon, Jennings County, 


Indiana). 
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o d. 27 Feb 1967 in Westport, Decatur County, Indiana. 
Death: 24 Apr 1917 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana. 
ee ee 

Maranda was the fifth child of John S.,4] and Jane (Salyers) Roberts. She was born 2 Dec 1834, 
and all available records in which a location is identified state her birth was in Switzerland County, 
Indiana. This is probably correct, based on census records. The 1830 census for Switzerland 
County which appears to most closely reflect the John S. Roberts;4) family identifies the following 
individuals in the household: +2 

e Male < 5 - 1 [Charlesri2)] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 2 [Williami1; and either Edwardjg] or Elijahrioj] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 1 [either Edwards or Elijahrio3] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 [Johnyay] 

e Female < 5 - 1 [Sarahris3y] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 1 [Unknown] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - 1 [Jane] 

This record also suggests an unknown daughter may have been born to John and Jane shortly 
after their marriage, with her death prior to the 1840 census since she does not appear to be in 
that, or subsequent, census records. 

The 1840 census for Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana identifies the following 
members of the Roberts household and notes that Maranda's father was engaged in agriculture.? 

e Male < 5 - 2 [Jeremiahsie), Edwardi71] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 1 [Johni14)] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 2 [Williamyi1;, Charlesr12)] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - i [John S.,4)] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 2 [Sarahyji3}, Marandarisy] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - i [Jane] 

The Roberts family moved to Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana (the next county and 
township west of Pleasant Township) abt. 1842 where Maranda's father had purchased 91 acres of 
land in portions of Section 1, T5N, R10E and Section 6, T5N, R11E. During the West Fork Baptist 
Church (WFBC) meeting held between 13 and 18 Aug 1842, her parents were accepted into the 


church by letter. The church is located less than a mile north of the family farm.*>6 


1 Figure 15.1. Maranda (Roberts) Demareejis; Headstone. 

2 See Figure 4.2. 1830 United States Federal Census - Switzerland County, Indiana. 

3 See Figure 4.3. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

4 See Figure 4.4. Newspaper Clipping - Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate (Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 19 Nov 
1879, pg. 2). 

> See Figure 4.5. John S. Roberts;4) Jefferson County, Indiana Property. 

® See Figure 4.6. West Fork Baptist Church - Johnta] & Jane Roberts Received into Membership. 
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About May 1847, Maranda's Aunt Elizabeth;2) left her abusive husband, Jesse Cole, and came to 
live with the family pending her divorce. Maranda is found living in the family home in Shelby 
Township, Jefferson County, Indiana for the 1850 and 1860 census. Neither census indicates she 
attended school during the past year, so we do not know the extent of her education. Growing up 
on her father's farm, she most likely spent a significant portion of her time with chores around the 
house and the farm. On 12 May 1861, she joined the West Fork Baptist Church by baptism, with 
brothers Edward,i7} and Henryris}.7°91° 


On 14 Feb 1864, at 29 years of age, she married ; ; 
James was married once prior to 


James Henry Clay Demaree, probably in Jefferson County. Maranda - to Mary Elizabeth "Emeline" 
. : Pa Smith on 28 Feb 1856 in Jefferson 
After their marriage, the Demaree family lived on a farm County, Indiana. Three children were 


born to this union: 


in Shelby Township, Ripley County through at least 1880. * Caroline (b. abt. 1857. Death 


James' occupation is shown as either "farm laborer" or presumed bef. 1870) 
. e Mary Jane (b. 26 Jan 1859, d. 20 
"laborer" for the 1870 and 1880 census, respectively, Apr 1924) 


e William H. (b. 31 Dec 1860, d. 5 


which may suggest he did not own the land on which they Nov 1937) 


lived, but may have paid rent or helped run the farm and 


: ; While no death records for Mary have 
raise crops in exchange. The 1870 census does not been found, my presumption is that she 


passed away bef. 1864 since all of her 
children were living with James and 
James, but states the value of his personal estate is $100. Maranda for the 1870 census. 


provide an estimate of the value of real estate owned by 


The 1863 tax assessment shows James was taxed $0.20 

for one horned cow but does not identify his occupation. In addition to the farm, it appears James 
was also a store owner of some sort as the 1864 and 1865 tax assessments show his occupation as 
"2nd class peddler" or "Retail dealer" for which he was taxed $8.33 in 1864 and $35.00 in 1865. All 
of these together, seem to suggest the Demaree family may have been of modest means.*?1213,14 

By 1900, we find that Maranda was no longer in the Demaree home, but was living with 

daughters, Dora and Rose. Why might this be? There are a few clues. 

e On 15 Oct 1893, a Roberts family reunion with most of Maranda's living siblings was held at 
the home of her brother, Jeremiahrie), in Holton, Indiana. Maranda attended with her 
children, James, Jesse, and Dora Francis, but husband James did not. Other attendees 
included Sarahyi3]; John14] and wife, Elizabeth; Jeremiahyie) and daughter, Stella; Edward,17) 


and wife, Mary Jane; Henryris}; and Ella Janej20). Charlesfi2] was unable to attend.*® 


7 See Figure 2.5. Elizabeth Cole;2) Bill of Complaint for Divorce. 
8 See Figure 4.7. 1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
° See Figure 4.8. 1860 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
10 Figure 15.2. Excerpt from West Fork Baptist Church - Marandaris;, Edwardy17) and Henry S.,18; Roberts Received into 
Membership. 
11 Figure 15.3. Maranda Robertsjis; and James Henry Clay Demaree Marriage Record. 
12 Figure 15.4. 1870 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 
13 Figure 15.5. 1880 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 
14 Figure 15.6. 1863, 1864, and 1865 Tax Assessments - Ripley County, Indiana. 
15 See Figure 16.6. Newspaper Clipping - Jeremiah Roberts,is; Family Reunion (The Ripley Journal (Osgood, IN), 19 Oct 
1893, pg. 8). 
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e Maranda's husband, James, passed away 7 Jun 1904 in Shelby Township, Ripley County, 
Indiana of Bright's Disease. The Versailles (IN) Republican noted on 8 Jun 1904 that James' 
son, Jesse, was called to the Ripley County Poor Farm due to his father's death. Based on 
what is known of James, he was not a wealthy man, and by the time of the 1893 family 
reunion, his health may have deteriorated to the point Maranda was no longer able to care 
for him and he was sent to the Poor Farm to be cared for.!6 17/18 

Interestingly, though, James is not listed in the 1900 census as residing at the Poor Farm, nor 
have I found him in any other census record for that year, so his whereabouts in 1900 is not 
positively known. He also appears to have died intestate, as I have been unable to find any will or 
probate records for him. 

The 1900 census for Maranda is confusing, as she is listed in the records twice, and information 
about her in those records is conflicting. 

e The record enumerated on 1 Jun 1900 shows her in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana with 
daughter Dora Francis and her family. Maranda is identified as mother-in-law to head of 
household John Moore, born Dec 1855, 54 years of age, a widower who had been married 
for 36 years, and having two children born to her, with both living.19 

e The record enumerated 10 Jun 1900 shows her in Roseville, Warren County, Illinois with 
daughter Rose and her family. Here, Maranda is identified as mother-in-law to head of 
household Arthur Taylor, born Dec 1835, 64 years of age, currently married for 36 years, 
and having seven children born to her, with five living.2° 

We know the Maranda Demaree shown in both records is the same individual because other 
records for daughters Dora Francis and Rose verify that these are the correct 1900 census records 
for both of them. The Roseville record is the most accurate for what we know of Maranda's age, 
birth, marital status, and children. The Holton record is correct with respect to Maranda's years of 
marriage, but clearly incorrect with respect to her birth year and age. Based on Maranda's birth 
year shown in the Holton record, she would have been 9 years old when she married; however, 
based on her listed age, she would have been 18 years old when she married. 

In 1910, Maranda was living with daughter, Dora, and her family in Otter Creek Township, 
Ripley County, Indiana. She passed away on 24 Apr 1917 in Holton, Indiana of Hemiplegia. Son 
Jesse was the informant on her death certificate. Her obituary notes she had seven children born to 
her, with five living at the time of her death. Her obituary also notes she joined West Fork Baptist 
Church at 14 years of age and remained a member until she moved to Holton, Indiana. There, she 


joined the Holton Christian Church and was a member until her death. Her obituary names two of 


16 Figure 15.7. James Henry Clay Demaree Death Certificate. 

17 Figure 15.8. James Demaree Death Announcement. 

18 Appendix 15.1 contains a brief history of the Poor Farm, information about its cemetery, and the 1900 census for the Poor 
Farm. 

19 Figure 15.9. 1900 United States Federal Census - Holton, Ripley County, Indiana. 

20 Figure 15.10. 1900 United States Federal Census - Roseville, Warren County, Illinois. 
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her three step-children who survive her: William Demaree of Madison, Indiana and Mary Jane 
(Demaree) Robinson of Gibbon, Nebraska. Maranda's burial took place on 26 Apr 1917 in the 


Holton Cemetery .21:22:23,24 


Discrepancies about the Demaree Children 

Maranda and James had six known children: Emma J., Anna Belle, James H., Jesse Edward, 
Rose May, and Dora Francis; however, there are discrepancies in the records about a seventh child. 

e Maranda's obituary states she had seven children, with five living at the time of her death.?° 

e The 1870 and 1880 census for Ripley County, Indiana account for Maranda's and James' six 

known children, plus James' three children from his previous marriage. 

e The 1900 census for Warren County, Illinois, in which Maranda is listed with daughter Rose 

and her family, states she had seven children, with five living. 

e The 1900 census for Ripley County, Indiana, in which Maranda is listed with daughter 

Frances and her family, states she had only two children, with both living. 

e The 1910 census notes she had six children, with five living. 

Census records, while extremely valuable, are oftentimes not 100% accurate as there was no 
requirement for the census taker to actually speak with members of the family being enumerated. 
It was perfectly acceptable to complete a census record for a particular household by speaking with 
neighbors or whomever may have been present at the home at the time (e.g. a family friend or 
some other family member not residing in the household). Obituaries are subject to their own 
errors; however, if there is evidence of who wrote the obituary, this can help us decide the 
accuracy of the information. In Maranda's case, her obituary includes a "Card of Thanks" from her 
children. From this, it is likely her children wrote the accompanying obituary and would have had 
direct knowledge of events. Because Maranda's obituary notes that she had seven children, this is 
probably an accurate accounting. When might this seventh child have been born? 

Couples generally began building their families immediately after marriage; however, according 
to currently-available records, Maranda's and James' oldest known child, Emma J., was born two 
years after their marriage. While we cannot be positive until additional records are found, it is 
reasonable to conclude their seventh child was probably born and died about 1865, and would have 


been their oldest child. 


1 Figure 15.11. 1910 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 

22 Figure 15.12. Maranda (Roberts) Demareeris); Death Certificate. 

23 Figure 15.13. Maranda (Roberts) Demareeris) Obituary. 

4 The third step-child, Caroline, is found only in the 1860 census for Shelby Township, Ripley County, Indiana with father, 
James, and mother, Emeline (Smith) Demaree. At this time, she was three years old, placing her birth abt. 1857. Though 
James and Maranda had married in 1864, Caroline is not found in the 1870 census with the family. I am presuming her 
death occurred prior to the 1870 census; however, more research is needed. 

25 Living children are: Anna Belle, James H., Jesse Edward, Rose May, and Dora Francis. Deceased children would be: Emma 
J. and an unknown child. 
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Figure 15.1 


Maranda (Roberts) Demaree;is}; Headstone 


Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30078130/maranda-demaree : 
accessed 23 November 2021), memorial page for Maranda Roberts Demaree (2 Dec 1834-24 Apr 1917), Find 
a Grave Memorial ID 30078130, citing Holton Cemetery, Holton, Ripley County, Indiana, USA ; Maintained by 
KDonley (contributor 46927786). Photo added 25 Sep 2008 by KDonley. 
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Figure 15.2 


Excerpt from West Fork Baptist Church - Marandajis), Edward,i7)} and Henry S.,1s] Roberts 
Received into Membership 
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"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128. 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 
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Figure 15.3 


Maranda Roberts;i5] and James Henry Clay Demaree Marriage Record 


faved MM cae ie avg, Be it Remembyred, Phat on thes. aa 3 
Wiiea te Naa A Wa rear 

AMearuage License was sued, le wee: 

State of Indiana, Jefferson County. sct. 


TO ANY PERSON LEGALLY AUTHORIZED TO SOLEMNIZE THE RITES OF MATRIMONY 
Dhis o therefore fa -Broense and frevmit i aed fe yon together 0 om the toty slate of 


| ay Nina Va Msi eae, VLE TE GLE 


and. “Yo J G dong thes shall te you Mabe auatian’. F 
Dn <Destimony Whercof Gh have heieunts bef ny hand and 
the scald of the E@Bount aferesacd at AMbadison, the 


7 J? day off ele A EL 


And ofleriards & sacl, on the NS Thaday of Fibra VS BOS ox. . 
Cet; wale ¢ of the AMbavuage of sacl frcrties was. eelecrned, fo wel. 


STATE OF INDIANA, JEFFERSON COUNTY. SCT. 
1D0 HEREBY CERTIFY “het —f del on the.../ Y Toe. day of Le Gan ee ae 


I on da yee as EAU SEL ISU) AND WIFE . Can eee and 
Given scudeah my he ty ha dies Akh LCE A Pk L dbecnhe, BRE DLLEG un GEO <e jal 


i 
"Indiana Marriages, 1811-2007," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9392-HLSJ-K5?i=279&cc=1410397 : accessed 21 Dec 2021), 
Jefferson > 1861-1865 > image 280 of 530. 


Figure 15.4 
1870 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Ripley County, Indiana 
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"1870 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7163/images/4263269_00494?pId=20859430 : accessed 
31 Mar 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Shelby > Image 48 of 61. 
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Figure 15.5 
1880 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Ripley County, Indiana 
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"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4240641-00095?pId=45918958 : accessed 
31 Mar 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Shelby > 160 > Image 43 of 59. 
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Figure 15.6 
1863, 1864, and 1865 Tax Assessments -—- Ripley County, Indiana 
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"U.S., IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-1918," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1264/images/rhusa1i862_101768-00287?pId=5239758 : 
accessed 25 Nov 2021), Indiana > District 4;Monthly Lists;June-Dec 1863 > Image 84 of 115. 


1864 Assessment 
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"U.S., IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-1918," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1264/images/rhusa1862_101769-00247?pId=3689051 : 
accessed 25 Nov 2021), Indiana > District 4;Annual and Monthly Lists;1864 > Image 227 of 324. 


1865 Assessment 
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"U.S., IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-1918," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1264/images/rhusai862_101770-00125?pId=3693907 : 
accessed 25 Nov 2021), Indiana > District 4;Monthly Lists;1865 > Image 110 of 340. 
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Figure 15.7 
James Henry Clay Demaree Death Certificate 
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"Indiana, U.S., Death Certificates, 1899-2011," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/45232_356081-02296?pId=367071 : 
accessed 25 Nov 2021), Certificate > 1904 > 11 > Image 2297 of 2689. 
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Figure 15.8 


James Demaree Death Announcement 
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Versailles (IN) Republican, 8 Jun 1904, Pg. 2 (newspaperarcive.com) 
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Figure 15.9 
1900 United States Federal Census - Holton, Ripley County, Indiana 
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"1900 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4118653_00343?pId=4327166 : accessed 
25 Nov 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Otter Creek > District 0130 > Image 2 of 21. 
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Figure 15.10 
1900 United States Federal Census - Roseville, Warren County, Illinois 
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"1900 United States Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4113809_00356?pId=12795048 : accessed 
25 Nov 2021), Illinois > Warren > Roseville > District 0095 > Image 10 of 34. 
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Figure 15.11 
1910 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana 
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"1910 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7884/images/31111_4328271-01001?pId=6852861 : 
accessed 25 Nov 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Otter Creek > District 0150 > Image 5 of 27. 
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Figure 15.12 


Maranda (Roberts) Demaree;is; Death Certificate 
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"Indiana, U.S., Death Certificates, 1899-2011," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_350761-01738?pId=5049968 : 
accessed 25 Nov 2021), Certificate > 1917 > 16 > Image 1739 of 2211. 
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Figure 15.13 
Maranda (Roberts) Demaree;is; Obituary 


OBITUARY 


The soul of a good woman called 
home—Miranda Demaree, daughter of 
John and Jane Roberts, She was 
born Detember 2, 1834, near Vevay, 
Switzerland county, Indiana, and de- 
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burg; and. John Roberts, of Iowa. 
She was united in marriage to James 
Demaree, February 14, 1864. This 
union wes blessed with seven chil- 
dren, two having preceded her in 
death to the Great Beyond. The five 
surviving are Anna Taylor, of Rose- 
ville, 111.; James Demaree, Seymour, 
Ind.; Jesse Demaree, Holton, Ind.; 
Rose Taylor, Roseville, 111.; and Fran- 
ces Moore, Holton, Ind. She -vas the 
mother of three step-children, two of 
whom survive her, Mr. Wm. Demaree, 
of Madison, and Mrs. Mary Robinson, 
of Gtbbon, Nebraska. She also leaves 
four grandchildren, 
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age and remained a member until her 
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remained a member until death. 
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Versailles (IN) Republican, 2 May 1917, Pg. 4 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Appendix 15.1 


Ripley County Poor Farm? 


Very little is written of the Ripley County Poor Farm. It was located about two miles southwest of 
the small village of Correct, Indiana, about one mile west of US Highway 412. Ripley County has 
erected a monument at the cemetery "in memory of the residents of the Ripley County Farm buried 
here." The memorial is located at approximately GPS: 38.993509, -85.316889. 


The following story about the Poor Farm is from a Ripley County history book provided to me by 
Cheryl Welch, volunteer with the Ripley County Historical Society on 31 Mar 2021. 


"In early times our paupers were housed in private homes and in June 1857, the 
County Commissioners appointed John Rea to select a farm, of 40 to 80 acres, fora 
Poor Farm. In the 1870s they were boarded at a very old log house covered with 
weatherboards known as the Old Johnson Place. It was owned by Mr. Ed Day and 
was located below the Tom Day farm south of Correct. Our county officials 
purchased, in 1877, a total of 520 acres of land from William D. and Olive Willson as 
the site for an Asylum for the Poor. The property was in Sections 4, 5, 8 and 9, Twp. 
6, North Range 11 East. This deed did not convey the steam sawmill located on said 
land. The Ripley County Alms House was constructed as a frame structure. Prior to 
establishment of the County Farm, there was a cemetery on the land by a previous 
owner and they continued to bury the paupers along with those already buried there. 
According to Miss Toph there were slab marker there for: Duncan Monroe; Baby; 
Richard Green, Co. G (rest underground); James Stanley; and Margaret Stanley. 


"A great loss was sustained in 1923, when a $10,000 fire totally destroyed a large 
barn and silo at the County Farm which included the loss of 30 head of cattle and 10 
horses. When Versailles native, James H. Tyson, co-founder of Walgreen Drug 
Company, established the Trust Fund for the Town of Versailles in 1936, he 
stipulated 'To provide feasts for the residents of the Ripley County Infirmary each 
year on New Year's Day, Easter, Fourth of July, September 14, Mr. Tyson's Birthday, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.['] Each Christmas Season, Mr. Tyson gave a box of 
Walgreen Chocolates to each of the residents of the infirmary. Herbert J. Thompson 
has told that some of the residents were very proficient craftsmen and the 
blacksmith there knew how to take temper out of old files and put the temper back 
into screwdrivers. He feels fortunate to have two screwdrivers and a double-headed 
tac hammer/puller made by the residents. 


26 The Poor Farm is mentioned several times in Peoples History of Ripley County, Indiana, a five-volume history of Ripley 
County, Indiana written and published by Violet E. Toph in 1969. A somewhat precise location for the Poor Farm is 
mentioned only twice. In Volume 3, it is mentioned in reference to the "Wolf Trail that ran down from Kentucky Creek, up 
the creek as far as Buchanan's fort, from there up by Shelby Church, and crossed little Graham at Titusville which is now 
the Poor Farm." In Volume 4, there is a statement that "the Poor Farm near Titusville was once called 'Rhyner’s Mill." 
Source: Peoples History of Ripley County, Indiana vol 3 & 4. 
(https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/123555-peopleshistory-of-ripley-county-indiana-v-03 and 
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/128369-peopleshistory-of-ripley-county-indiana-v-04, accessed 
24 Nov 2021). 
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"Known Superintendents at various times were: Walter Crew, the first Supt. In 1877; 
Frank Linder 1880; James W. Lemon 1883; Andrew Jackson 1886; George W. 
Schmidt 1894; Hezekiah Hughes 1897; John Cameron and William C. Castner 1903; 
Charles Kreeger 1910; Omer Flint was appointed in 1912, his wages were $400 
yearly and matron $80 yearly. Omer was again listed at (sic) Superintendent in 
1937; James Murdock, Willard Flint, Fred Hafft, Henry Wilson 1920; Ray Brindley, 
the last Supt. The decision was made that it would be in the best interests of the 
county to board the inmates in nursing homes so the property was sold in 1953 to 
Spencer and Mildred Thayer and it remains in the Thayer family. The County Alms 
House is now a thing of the past." 


Ripley County Poor Farm Property 


Google Earth 


Approximate extent of the Ripley County Poor Farm property with location of the cemetery annotated. GPS of 
cemetery: 38.99352, -85.31688. Acquired 1 Apr 2021. © 2021 Google. 
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Monuments Erected at the Ripley County Poor Farm Cemetery 


Find a Grave (https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/84738/county-farm-cemetery : accessed 24 Nov 2021), 
Find a Grave Cemetery no. 84738, Ripley County, Indiana, USA. Photos added 28 Sep 2011 by CM Reed 
(contributor 47137081). 


According to Find-a-Grave, fifty-nine memorials are located at the cemetery, but only two 
have actual headstones. The memorials listed on Find-a-Grave are:?’ 


P ; Name” Birth & Death Dates 
(Also listed in 1900 census) 
John Abdon 4 Jul 1835 - 23 Feb 1934 
Hannah Eaton Acton* 1853 - 13 May 1913 
Guss Anbericht 24 Aug 1864 - 26 Jul 1911 
Mary Bagle 1869 — 2 Jul 1912 
John Bateman* unknown - 22 Sep 1893 
Mrs Behm unknown - 1 Aug 1885 
John F. Black* unknown - 14 Jul 1900 
Lavina Borders 1829 - 20 Feb 1909 
Deliah Boswell* 1824 - 23 May 1912 
Walker Boswell unknown - 11 Mar 1932 
Margaret Ella Brazelton* 2 Sep 1865 - 9 Feb 1932 
Sidney Brown 9 May 1866 - 18 Jan 1945 
Edward Bullmer 26 Feb 1851 - 26 Jul 1919 


27 https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/84738/county-farm-cemetery, accessed 24 Nov 2021. 
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Name* 
(“Also listed in 1900 census) 
George Buysble 
Julia Cain 


Birth & Death Dates 


1816 - 8 Feb 1906 
unknown -— 22 Jul 1886 


Andora Deerwester 
George Eaglin 
John Fast 


unknown - 2 Mar 1887 
1880 - 24 Dec 1943 
unknown - 4 Dec 1898 


William Franklin 


1877 - 10 Aug 1900 


Angelina Gaddis 


unknown - 23 Feb 1888 


John B. Gasper* 


7 Jul 1818 - 8 Nov 1903 


Broady Glade 


1834 - 11 May 1922 


Richard L Green 


unknown - 16 Mar 1864 


Frank Grimes 


unknown - 11 Apr 1886 


Edward Hackney 


1857 - 12 May 1939 


Harvey Hackney 
William Hartman* 


1894 - 8 Mar 1950 
unknown - 6 Jul 1905 


Mariette Hayden 


Birth and death dates 
unknown. 


George H. Hew 


unknown - 1 Dec 1903 


Gordon Hiram 


unknown - Apr 1900 


James Franklin Hoover 


30 Sep 1871 - 5 Nov 1950 


Julian Jolley 
Anna Kahlenbach* 


unknown - 8 Aug 1888 
unknown - 30 Jul 1900 


Samuel Kaster 


unknown —- 2 Jun 1895 


Roberta Kennedy 


unknown —- 21 Dec 1902 


Harry King 1861 - 17 May 1926 
Barney Lavern 1833 - 4 Feb 1913 

Warner Lee 1865 — 24 Oct 1938 
Hiram Lillie 1822 - 24 Nov 1910 


Peter Lippet 


unknown - 14 Sep 1886 


Neoma Mack* 


Birth and death dates 
unknown. 


Bertha Maynard* 


unknown - 4 Feb 1897 


Sarah McCullough 


unknown - 6 Dec 1921 


William Mormeier 


unknown —- 31 Dec 1901 


Mary Naubert* 


unknown - 31 Jul 1900 


Elias Ray* 


1833 - 11 Jan 1908 


John Richmond 


1854 - 27 Mar 1917 


Gasper Rulman 


unknown - 17 Dec 1888 


John M. Rutherford 


14 Jun 1893 - 20 Feb 1931 


William Scavens 


unknown - 12 May 1888 


Sophia Shin* 


unknown - 5 Feb 1901 


Smith Stark* 


unknown — 19 Aug 1905 


Ira Struble* 


unknown —- 31 Jul 1900 


Lonzo Thomas 


3 Apr 1924 - 1 Nov 1941 


Elizabeth Wamsgans* 


unknown — Aug 


John Warinen 


unknown - 8 Feb 1900 
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Name* . 


unknown ~ 10 May 1905 


Whitaker unknown - 28 Oct 1891 


Sarah Willy unknown - 8 Nov 1888 
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1900 United States Federal Census -— Shelby Township, 
Ripley County, Indiana 


Enumeration for the Ripley County Poor Farm 


es eee ee ib, 
ar TWELFTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES. 186 A” 
upervisor’s District No. vat — heet No. 
ae | tae No. J UE poe SS ee eee aI 
County UW LAF kb Ag Enumeration District No. (tae (Sy sa 


palisg, = BL 
Township or other ae Of county......>- a Name of Institution, low buble Cre meen 
ee ar re 


User at of toveabin, tore, procs, dine, or 
Name of incorporated city, town, or village, within the above-named division, i — Ward of city, ————. 
iamnandted ty motor the A. anafof Tunis, 1900 eeaezeme oe Mboicaaeh goes Bacanieraiee: 


LOCATION. NAME . PERSONAL DESCRIPTION NaTIVITY. NSHIP. N. TRADE, EDUCATION. OWNERS OF HOME, 
Berrie of ech pews casmemied 1¢ tors inthe Caied PROFESS — os 


of each person whose of - 19 * 
Soe deos, 1k ee Bree, # geeratch eres meek es 
# 


“Eater suraame ft, then the given name and 
‘Biddieinkiah taeye 


Incase ving ou Jane 1,190, 
i childeta bor since Sane 1,190. 


ype 


1900 Census for the Poor Farm (Ripley County Infirmary). "1900 United States Federal Census," database 


with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4118653_00379?lang=en-US : accessed 


24 Nov 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Shelby > District 0131 > Images 17 & 18 of 26. 
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16. JEREMIAH "JERRY" H. (b. 6 Jan 1837, d. 19 Nov 1918) 
Birth: 6 Jan 1837 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 
Marriage & children: 

mi: Dec 1872 to Sarah McClure in Holton, Ripley County, 
Indiana (b. abt. 1848 in Indiana; d. 7 Feb 1873 in Holton, Ripley 
County, Indiana). No children. 

m2: 1 Nov 1877 to Rose Belle Robinson in Ripley County, 
Indiana (b. abt. 1853 in Indiana; d. 5 Feb 1881 in Holton, Ripley 
County, Indiana). 

e Stella Roberts 

o b. 18 Nov 1878 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana. 


o m.19 Sep 1901 to John W. Crew in Holton, Ripley i i 
F . P Believed to be Jeremiah Roberts 
County, Indiana (b. 24 May 1867 in Ripley County, Frdmi-aphoto-albumibelleved fo have 
: ‘ : : : belonged to Jeremiah. See Chapter 7 
Indiana; d. 16 Mar 1933 in Milan, Ripley County, = feroniichy Rebare Pace Albiira, 
Indiana). 


o d. 25 May 1948 in Milan, Ripley County, Indiana. 
Death: 19 Nov 1918 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana. 


Jeremiah was the sixth child of John S.,(4] and Jane (Salyers) Roberts. According to his death 
certificate and Civil War pension records (Image 4 of Appendix 16.1), he was born 6 Jan 1837 in 
Switzerland County, Indiana. Much of his youth was likely spent helping his father on the family 
farm. The 1840 census for Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana identifies the following 
members of the Roberts household and notes that Jeremiah's father was engaged in agriculture.?2 

e Male < 5 - 2 [Jeremiahyie), Edward171] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 1 [Johnyi43] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 2 [Williamyji1j, Charlesyi2)] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 [John S.j4j] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 2 [Sarahyji3}], Marandarisy] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - i [Jane] 

The Roberts family moved to Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana (the next county and 
township west of Pleasant Township) abt. 1842 where Jeremiah's father had purchased 91 acres of 


land in portions of Section 1, T5N, R10E and Section 6, T5N, R11E. During the West Fork Baptist 


1 See Figure 4.3. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 
2 See Figure 16.10. Jeremiah Robertsy16) Death Certificate. 
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Church (WFBC) meeting held between 13 and 18 Aug 1842, his parents were accepted into the 
church by letter. The church is located less than a mile north of the family farm.?:4> 

About May 1847, Jeremiah's Aunt Elizabeth,2] left her abusive husband, Jesse Cole, and came to 
live with the family pending her divorce. The 1850 census for Shelby Township, Jefferson County 
does not indicate Jeremiah attended school during the past year, so we do not know the extent of 
his education. Sometime prior to 1860, Jeremiah moved a few counties north to Decatur County, 
where he went to work as a farm laborer on the John W. Kiser farm.®% 7 

When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Jeremiah volunteered to serve and completed two tours 
of duty fighting for the Union. His first was with the 7th Regiment, Indiana Infantry Volunteers and 


his second was with the 76th Regiment, Indiana Infantry Volunteers. 


Civil War Service, Regimental Battles, and Disability? 
7th Regiment, Indiana Infantry : (A : | 
PVT. CO. vo 


REGT. TIME 
Volunteers 


: ENR. WHERE BY f 4 
The 7th was organized at oe a ; ft 
Indianapolis, Indiana between 21 and 27 mus. Mor. 2H, Lfe!/ went Ia nvaduabanrZ fl, 0, Word 


April 1861, and was mustered in April ASE EYES HAIR HEIGHT 
28th as a three months regiment. COMPLEXION . NATIVITY OcP'N | 
Jeremiah enrolled in Company F on 22 DISCHARGED } ar rhe ; Cag 2 196/ 


April 1861 at Greensburg, Indiana. 


Greensburg is the County Seat of 


Decatur County, so this suggests that he Jeremiah's Muster Roll Card — Company F, 7th 
Regiment. Received 13 Apr 2021 from Indiana Digital 
Archives, Indiana Archives and Records Administration, 
family on their farm when he enrolled. Indianapolis, Indiana. 


was probably still living with the Kiser 


3 See Figure 4.4. Newspaper Clipping - Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate (Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 19 Nov 

1879, pg. 2). 

4 See Figure 4.5. John S. Roberts;4) Jefferson County, Indiana Property. 

> See Figure 4.6. West Fork Baptist Church - Johnj4) & Jane Roberts Received into Membership. 

§ See Figure 2.5. Elizabeth Cole;2; Bill of Complaint for Divorce. 

7 See Figure 4.7. 1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

8 Figure 16.1. 1860 United States Federal Census - Washington Township, Decatur County, Indiana. 

° The summary of Jeremiah's Civil War service and regimental battles is derived from multiple sources. 
1. Battle Unit Details, 7th Regiment, Indiana Infantry (3 months, 1861), National Park Service, 
(https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battle-units-detail.htm?battleUnitCode=UINO007RIO2, accessed 26 Nov 2021). 
2. Battle Unit Details, 76th Regiment, Indiana Infantry (30 days, 1862), National Park Service, 
(https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battle-units-detail.htm?battleUnitCode=UINO076RI, accessed 26 Nov 2021). 
3. A Compendium of the War of the Rebellion, Compiled and Arranged from Official Records of the Federal and 
Confederate Armies, Reports of the Adjutant Generals of the Several States, the Army Registers and Other Reliable 
Documents and Sources, Frederick H. Dyer, Dyer Publishing Company, Des Moines, Iowa, 1908. 
(https://archive.org/details/08697590.3359.emory.edu, accessed 26 Nov 2021). 
4. Laurel Hill and the First Land Battles of the Civil War, Friends of Laurel Hill Battlefield, Belington, West Virginia 
(http://www. battleoflaurelhill.org/history.html, accessed 26 Nov 2021). 
5. The Union Army, A History of Military Affairs in the Loyal States 1861-65 — Records of the Regiments in the Union Army 
- Cyclopedia of Battles - Memoirs of Commanders and Soldiers, Volume III - New Jersey, Indiana, Illinois and Michigan, 
Federal Publishing Company, Madison, Wisconsin, 1908. 
(https: //archive.org/details/unionarmyhistoryO3madi/page/n7/mode/2up, accessed 26 Nov 2021). 
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Battle of Philippi 

The 7th was ordered to western Virginia in the area later becoming the state of West Virginia, 
and left Indiana on 29 May 1861. Their first action was the Battle of Philippi on 1 Jun 1861, the 
first land battle of the Civil War. Union forces launched a surprise dawn artillery bombardment of 
the town. In what became known as the "Philippi Races," the Confederate troops swiftly retreated 
under the shelling, allowing the rest of the regiment to enter the town. The Confederates, 
numbering about 3,500 troops, retreated south toward Laurel Hill where they made camp at the 


foot of the mountain. 


Battle of Laurel Hill 

On 6 Jul 1861, Union General George B. McClelland ordered his forces, numbering about 5,000 
(including the 7th Indiana), from Philippi toward Bealington, Virginia (now known as Belington, 
West Virginia). Here, Confederate and Union forces engaged in the longest battle of the Tygart 
Valley Campaign at Laurel Hill, July 7-11, 1861. 

Confederate General Robert S. Garnett had established his headquarters here and was waiting 
for reinforcements to try to stem the Union advance in the Tygart Valley. After a decisive victory 
within earshot of Laurel Hill at Rich Mountain, General McClelland's forces had cut off the 
Confederates. The Confederates were no match for the Union forces and again, quickly retreated. 
The 7th joined in pursuing the retreating Confederates, overtaking them at Carrick's Ford. Here, 
Confederate General Garnett was killed while defending his army's rear, becoming the first general 
on either side to be killed in combat. The Confederates abandoned huge quantities of equipment 
and continued to flee, demoralized. It appears General Garnett foresaw the impending defeat and 
possibly his death by writing, "I don't anticipate anything very brilliant — indeed I shall esteem 
myself fortunate if I escape disaster." The Battle of Laurel Hill was important in securing safe 
passage to Wheeling, Virginia and was instrumental in the Union holding this western portion of 
Virginia, which eventually became the state of West Virginia on June 20, 1863. 

After Laurel Hill, the 7th returned to Indianapolis where it was mustered out on 2 Aug 1861. 
Shortly thereafter, it was reorganized and mustered back into service on 13 September for three 


years' service; however, Jeremiah was not part of the reorganization. 


76th Regiment, Indiana Infantry Volunteers 

After mustering out, Jeremiah may have returned to the Kiser farm in Decatur County, as less 
than a year later, on 19 July 1862, he enrolled in Company A of the 76th Regiment at Greensburg, 
Indiana. The 76th was organized at Indianapolis, Indiana, for 30 days State service and was 
mustered in July 20, 1862. Jeremiah's brother, Edwardyi7), served with Company D of the 76th at 
the same time. According to Union Army, "The purpose of its organization was for repelling 


guerrilla raids. A band of guerillas had crossed the Ohio [River] at Newburg and captured about 80 
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convalescent soldiers in the hospital, 

together with some state arms and Ueto pvt. co. ‘REGT. vim a 
other property. [The regimental oll Rare WHERE A. 20 . ro, ocak 
commanders, Col Gavin and Lt Col caus /4 ae: wath 21 anaposa\s, a yf 4c, 


Wilder], who were at their homes at the 


——— 
AGE ~ EYES HAIR HEIGHT 


time, proposed raising a regiment for 30 
COMPLEXION = NATIVITY OCP’N 


days for the purpose of clearing out that tA" : 
piscHanceD | at NO MUSTER OUT ROLL Sen 


part of the state of these lawless bands. = MUSTEREP our 


Their proposition was accepted and in 48 


hours' time the 76th had been raised, ; : 
mustered and equipped. It moved to Jeremiah's Muster Roll Card - Company A, 76th Regiment. 


; Received 13 Apr 2021 from Indiana Digital Archives, Indiana 
Evansville, Ind., and Henderson, Ky., Archives and Records Administration, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


having several severe skirmishes with 
guerillas. Its strength was 786, and its loss by death, 1." The 76th mustered out August 20, 1862. 


Disability Claim 
Due to his Civil War service, Jeremiah applied for, and received, a disability pension. He filed 
his initial Declaration for Pension on 22 Jul 1890, as authorized by the Dependent and Disability 
Pension Act of June 27, 1890, citing his disability as edema of the left lower extremity and partial 
dislocation of the tarsus and metatarsus of the left foot. His application was approved, providing 
him a pension of $12/month under Certificate No. 735883, with disabilities of rheumatism, disease 
of the heart, and varicose veins of both legs. His benefit was increased over the course of the 
remainder of his life, until he was receiving a benefit of $21/month. Various documents in his 
pension records identify a number of life 
events for which records are not otherwise 


available. Relevant portions of his pension 


Enlisted 


Abe e he 


records are found in Appendix 16.1. 


Widow, 
Return to Civilian Life 
In his pension application, Jeremiah 


oERvices: 


noted that he lived in Bryantsburg, Indiana 


after the war, then moved to Holton, REMAnKe: 
Indiana about April 1870. In the Year a 


intervening years between 1862 and 
"Organization Index to Pension Files of Veterans Who 
Served Between 1861 and 1900," database with images, 
training as a physician. In a 26 Dec 1884 Fold 3 
ma ; (https://www.fold3.com/document/236347 1/roberts- 
deposition he gave for brother Edward's(17]_—_jeremiah-civil-war-pensions-index : accessed 11 Apr 
2021). 
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1870, Jeremiah appears to have received 


disability pension application, Jeremiah stated that he had been a practicing physician by himself 
for the past 15 years, and had done some practice before that for two or three years. This would 
place his start of practice about 1866.%° 

During the 19th and early 20th centuries, medical practice in the United States was loosely 
regulated. It was perfectly legal to practice medicine without a degree, and such physicians left 
very little evidence behind. Such is the case with Jeremiah. Nothing in his Civil War records or 
pension documents state he received any formal training 
as a physician or suggest he acted in that capacity. In 
1881, Indiana started requiring all physicians to register 
with the County Clerk and in 1885 physicians were 
required to have a license to practice. Jeremiah registered 
with the Ripley County Clerk's office in both 1883 and 
1885. The latter registration states he was a graduate of 
Miami Medical College. 14/12/13.14 

Jeremiah is shown in the 1870 census living in Otter 
Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana, with the 
occupation of physician. In Dec 1872, he married Sarah 
McClure, but sadly, she passed away 7 Feb 1873 after 
only two months of marriage. No children were born from 
their brief marriage. He then married Rose Belle Robinson 


on 1 Nov 1877 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana to whom 


their only child, Stella, was born on 18 Nov 1878. Tragedy 


Rose Belle (Robinson) Roberts 


struck again when Rose passed away 15 Feb 1881 in From a photo album believed to have 
belonged to Jeremiah. See Chapter 7 - 
Holton, leaving him to raise young Stella on his own. He Jeremiah Roberts Photo Album. 


appears to have never remarried.+>16 


10 Figure 16.2. Excerpt of Deposition for Edward Roberts,17}. 

11 Personal email dated 20 Mar 2017 from Stephen J. Greenberg, Section Head, Rare Books & Early Manuscripts, History of 
Medicine Division, National Library of Medicine, National Institutes of Health, Washington, DC. 

12 Chadwick, Edward H., Chadwick's History of Shelby County, Indiana, B. F. Bowen & Company, Indianapolis, Indiana, 
1909. Chapter XIV. 
(https://books.google.com/books/download/Chadwick_s_History_of_Shelby_County_Indi.pdf?id=NO80AQAAMAAJ&output=p 
df&sig=ACfU3U0Z5pqdVu0iIQladNQGp4ZV5DN4-Sg, accessed 26 Nov 2021). 

13 Figure 16.3. Newspaper Clippings - Jeremiah Robertsji6) Physician Registrations. 

14 T have been unable to find a reference to a Miami Medical College in Indiana. There was a Miami Medical College in 
Cincinnati, OH from 1852 to 1909, which merged with another medical college to become the Ohio-Miami Medical College of 
the University of Cincinnati[; however, Jeremiah is not listed in it as an alumnus. (See List of Defunct Medical Schools in the 
United States, Wikipedia, [https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_defunct_medical_schools_in_the_United_States, accessed 
26 Nov 2021] and Alumni Catalogue of Miami Medical College of Cincinnati, Including Members of the Faculty, 

1852-1900, 2nd Edition. Archibald I. Carson, M.D., compiler 
[https://digital.cincinnatilibrary.org/digital/collection/p16998coll3/id/101404/, accessed 26 Nov 2021)). 

15 Figure 16.4. 1870 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana. While the census shows 
the name "Robert Roberts" it seems this has to be Jeremiah. He stated in his Civil War pension documents that he moved to 
Holton, Indiana about Apr 1870, which is located in Otter Creek Township. Later census records also show him in Otter 
Creek Township, with occupation listed as a physician. 

16 Jeremiah identified both marriages, the deaths of both wives, and Stella's birth in his Civil War pension documents found 
in Appendix 16.1. 
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In 1880, Jeremiah, Rose, and Stella were still living in Otter Creek Township. Jeremiah's 
occupation was surgeon and physician. We also find that Jeremiah's niece, Ida L. Brown, was living 
in the Roberts household. Ida is the daughter of Jeremiah's sister-in-law, Kasena McClure and her 
husband, Eli Brown. Ida's mother passed away 19 Apr 1875 and Ida likely came to live with the 
Jeremiah Roberts family soon after.” 

On 15 Oct 1893, Jeremiah hosted a family reunion in his Holton, Indiana home with most of his 
living siblings in attendance: Sarahyi3}; Johnria] and wife, Elizabeth; Marandaris) and her children 
James, Jesse, and Dora Francis Demaree; Jeremiah and daughter, Stella; Edwardi7) and wife, Mary 
Jane; Henryris]; and Ella Janey20}. Charlesri2] was unable to attend.*® 

The 1900 census identifies Jeremiah and Stella on Versailles Street in Holton, Indiana (part of 
Otter Creek Township). Jeremiah's occupation is listed as physician and his home was mortgage 
free. By this time, his brother, Henryis}, and sister, Ella Jane20;, had moved into the residence. By 
1910, only Jeremiah and his sister, Ella Jane, were in the Otter Creek residence. 19° 

Jeremiah filed his will in April 1903. No spouse is mentioned as wife Rose had passed away in 
1881. His will provides for $250 to go to his niece, Ida L. Brown (now Lemon). His house, lots, and 
personal property in the house were to go to sister Ella Jane. The remainder of his estate was to go 
to daughter Stella. Ella was appointed executrix.?! 

He passed away 19 Nov 1918 in Holton, Indiana from sarcoma of his right kidney, and is buried 
at the Holton Cemetery. His obituary notes that he was a member of the Free and Accepted 
Masons Lodge of Holton and of the Hopewell Baptist Church. Funeral services were held at his 
home. 22-23 

His will was proven and entered into probate on 4 Dec 1918; however, daughter Stella acted as 
Administrator, rather than sister, Ella Jane. Jeremiah's niece, Ida, received her $250 on 20 Dec 
1918. On 25 Dec 1918, the Osgood (IN) Journal noted that "Lot No. 96" in Holton and 158 acres of 
land in Otter Creek Township were transferred to daughter Stella in return for "love and affection." 
Other probate actions identified in newspapers at that time showed that Stella received five shares 
of capital stock of Ripley County Bank of Osgood and an inheritance tax of $16.24 was due. Final 
settlement of his estate occurred 2 Feb 1920 after Stella filed a "Notice to Heirs, Creditors, Etc." 


announcing the date of the hearing.2#/° 


17 Figure 16.5. 1880 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 

18 Figure 16.6. Newspaper Clipping - Jeremiah Robertsj1e; Family Reunion. 

19 Figure 16.7. 1900 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 

20 Figure 16.8. 1910 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 

21 Figure 16.9. Jeremiah Robertsj16 Will. 

22 Figure 16.10. Jeremiah Robertsi16] Death Certificate. 

23 Figure 16.11. Jeremiah Roberts;ie) Obituary. 

*4 Figure 16.12. Newspaper Clippings - Jeremiah Robertsi1e) Real Estate & Stock Transfers, and Inheritance Tax. 
25 Figure 16.13. Newspaper Clipping - Jeremiah Robertsi16) Final Settlement. 
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Other Tidbits about Jeremiah 

Jeremiah was a founding member and the first Commander of the Jessie B. Holman Post No. 
495, Grand Army of the Republic, in Holton, Indiana.7® 

He was a member of the Ripley County Bimetallic League. The League was formed in 1889 to 
promote the demand for the unlimited coinage of silver. William Jennings Bryan, the democratic 
presidential nominee in 1896, endorsed the free coinage of silver and his candidacy was supported 
by the League. When William McKinley defeated Bryan, the free issue of silver died a quick death 
and the League was soon dissolved.?7:28 

In Jun 1897, he was baptized into the Hopewell Baptist Church.?9 

On 7 Jun 1910, a fire at a stable in Holton broke out and quickly spread across the alley to 


Jeremiah's stable. He lost a hundred bushels of corn and some hay in the fire.7° 


Jeremiah Roberts Photo Album 

On 17 Feb, 2017, I received over 50 images from a photo album believed to have belonged to 
Jeremiah. The album was discovered at the Lumber Mill Antique Mall, 721 W. ist St., Madison, 
Indiana by Phyllis Codling McLaughlin of the Jefferson County, Indiana Historical Society. She 
jotted down a few names from the album. Her online research led her to my Ancestry.com family 
tree and she sent me a message. The owner of the antique store loaned her the album to scan the 
images for the Historical Society. Chapter 7 contains scans of known Roberts family members from 


the album. 


26 Figure 16.14. Newspaper Clipping - Jeremiah Roberts,16; Commander, Jessie B. Holman Post 495, G.A.R. 

27 Figure 16.15. Newspaper Clipping - Jeremiah Robertsjis} Special Organizer, Bimetallic League of Ripley County. 
28 Olsen, James S. and Abraham O. Mendoza, American Economic History, A Dictionary and Chronology, 
ABC-CLIO, LLC, Santa Barbara, California. 2015. 

29 Figure 16.16. Hopewell Baptist Church Member List. 

30 Figure 16.17. Newspaper Clipping - Jeremiah Robertsi1e) Stable Fire. 
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Figure 16.1 


1860 United States Federal Census — Washington Township, 
Decatur County, Indiana 
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"1860 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7667/images/4215020_00101?pId=8319092 : accessed 
26 Nov 2021), Indiana > Decatur > Washington > Image 58 of 102. 
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Figure 16.2 
Excerpt of Deposition for Edward Roberts;17 


(8—446.) 


DEPOSITION 


. _ On this 


‘thats all clatigailbiion plyheamiled to A pbmcleaiug, Me \ Ponta Bomba ‘ 
aly Cga 3b feloficiw G ng thts T fete Healer of “ele 
sett (fiension dunn, defioses and. days. teat Bane 2h AL. Lb Ash satan, 


Excerpt from the Civil War Pension Records for Edward Roberts 
Received Nov 2019 from the National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC. 
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Figure 16.3 


Jeremiah Roberts,i6)] Physician Registrations 


ee + 


The following is a list of the practic 
ing physicians of Ripley connty who 
have registered at the Clerk's oflice as 


the law 
Milan ; 


Marion ; 
Marshall 


Freeman Clark, Rei; C. If. 
ton; J. R. Davis, Morris; 

man, Osgood; jno. P. 
man; Jno, 
BR. Hicks, Napoleon ; 


requires. David B. Abbott, 


Mano Abbott, Milan; James 
Anderson, Versailles ; 
son, Versailles ; 
‘John TT. 


Chas. B. Ander- 
Chas. M. Brown, New 
Brenton, Osgood; 
J. Barkley, Tanners Creek ; 
Cass, Ifol- 
E. D. Free- 
Freeland, Sun- 
Stumpke’s Corner; 
Wm. Horton, 


Hoel, 


Piereeville; Jno. N. Hess, St. Magda- 


lene; RK. P. Hazzard, Holton;J. . 


Jones 


Versailles; L, W. D. Jerman, Batesville; 


A.W. 


Jas. ‘I 
Holton ; 


Jno, M. Sweezy, Cross Plains; 
Schlosser, 
werp, Marble Corner . 
colnville ; 


Joseph, 
Cross Plains ; 

R T. Olmsted, 
sons, Rei; 
‘. Ratchitf, Morris ; 


Napoleon; J) oF. Lamb, 
R. Wf. Mills, Friendship ; 
Rexville; Geo, E. Par- 
Jno. M. Robinson, Versailles ; 
Jerry Roberts. 
Redlon, Pierceville ; 
Geo. F, 
Sunman; Den. F. VanAnt- 
M.C. Vest. Lin- 
Edwin B. Vincent, Sunman; 


D. M. 


Jos. Ziteke, Napoleon. 


Versailles (IN) Republican 


21 Jun 1883, pg. 3. 


Thefollowing named physicians 
| have complied with the law regula- 
| ting the practice of medicine: 

Edward D. Freeman, Osgood, 

graduate of Medical College of Ohio, 


February, 1877. 
James Anderson, Versailles, 
graduate, March 1, 1865, of the 


University of Nashville, Tenn., and 
March 2, 1869, of Miasni Medical 
College of Cincinnati, Ohio, 

’ George F. Schloesser, Sunman, 
practice of ten years. 

R. Li. Miller, Cross Plains, gradu- 
ate of Ohio. Medical College, March 
1876. 

John R. Davis, Morris, graduate 
of Ohio Medical College, March 
1876. 

Jobn C. Hicks, Napoleon, gradu— 
ate of Physio Medical College, Feb- 
ruary, 1867. 

E. D. Rodgers, Milan, graduate 
of Miami Medical College, March, 
1884. 

Alex F, Joseph, Napoleon, gradu- 
ate of Cincinnati Medical College, 
February, 1862. 

John N. Hess, New Marion, 
graduate of gh Medical Col- 


Rush Medical. Bolicee 


Chicago, 
February, 1858, 


R. T. Olmstead, Rexville, gradu-|, 
ate of Ohio Medical College, 1879. 

W.M Holbert, Elrod, graduate of 
Nashville Medical College, 1879. 

John G. Jones, Versailles, gradu 
ate of Miami Medical College, 1872. 


Osgood (IN) Ripley County Journal, 


20 Aug 1885, pg. 2. 


(both from newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 16.4 
1870 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana 
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"1870 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7163/images/4263269_00414?pId=20857067 : accessed 
26 Nov 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Otter Creek > Image 10 of 41. 
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Figure 16.5 
1880 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana 


__ tr-200.3 . ‘ oS 2° Cc. 
a6 a _) 2 Note A.—The Census Year begins June 1, 1878, and ends May 81, 1880. 
Page a is Note B.—All persons will be included in the Enumeration who were living on the ist day of June; 1880. No others will. Children BORN SINCE. 
Supervisor's Dist. No. 4, | June 1, 1880, will be OMITTED. Members of Families who have DIED SINCE June 1, 1880, will be INCLUDED. ' 488 
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"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4240641-00019?pId=27967458 : accessed 
26 Nov 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Otter Creek > 159 > Image 3 of 36. 
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Figure 16.6 


Jeremiah Roberts,ie) Family Reunion 


ROBERTS FAMILY REUNION. 

The Roberts family was born and 
raised in Switzeriand and Jefferson 
counties, Ind.. and consisted of 7 boys 

| and 4 girls as follows: William, Char- 
les, Saliie, John. Maranda, Jeremiah, 
Edward, Henry, David. Jame, and 
Quintilia Of these William. David 
und Quinta are dead. Of the living 
ali but one inet at tae residence of Dr, 
Roberts at Holtun, oo Sunday, Oct. 15, 
lev, and eajoyed a family dinner tc- 

| gether. Those present regretted very 
much that brother Chariey, who 

{ lives in Oceo'a, Neb, could not be 
present. After dinner anda family 
taik the meeting adjourned feeling 
there would never be as many of the 
family together again at one time. 
TVnose from the west started for Mis- 
sour: Monday. where they will make a 
Short visit and return to their homes. 
Those present at the dinner were Sallie 


| 

t 

b | : 

! A. Rayburn, aged 63, Roseville, IiL; 
! 

| 


ww 


John Roberts, aged 61, Lizzie, his wife, 
aged 59, Monroe, Iowa; Maranda Dem- 
aree, aged 59, Holton, Ind.: Dr. J. Rob- 
erts, aged 57, Holton; Edward Roberts, 
aged 54, Mary J. Roberts, aged 47, 
Bryantsburg, Ind: Henry Roberts, 
aged 51, Roseviile, IlL; Jane Kennedy 
aged 44, Holton: Stella Roberts, daugh 
ter of Dr. Roberts, James, Jesse and 
Francis Demavee, sons and daughter 
of Maranda Demaree. 


a | I 
a nr en 
ae 


y PcBLic SALE—Will sell at my resi- | ' 


denee_ ona mile east of Delaware. on 
The Ripley Journal (Osgood, IN), 19 Oct 1893, pg. 8 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 16.7 
1900 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana 
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"1900 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4118653_00344?pId=4327232 : accessed 
26 Nov 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Otter Creek > District 0130 > Image 3 & 4 of 21. 

Note: Jeremiah's family begins at the bottom of the first image and continues to the next. 
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Figure 16.8 
1910 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana 
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database with images, Ancestry 
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Indiana > Ripley > Otter Creek > District 0150 > Image 3 of 27. 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7884/images/31111_4328271-00999?pId 


"1910 United States Federal Census, 


accessed 26 Nov 2021), 


Figure 16.9 (2 pages) 
Jeremiah Roberts;i6) Will 
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"Indiana, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1798-1999," Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9045/images/007663847_00177?pId=273246 : accessed 
26 Nov 2021), Ripley > Will Records, Vol H, 1913-1922 > Image 177 of 341. 
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Transcript 
Last Will and Testament of Dr. Jeremiah Roberts, dec'd 


Last Will and Testament of Dr. Jeremiah Roberts. 

In the name of the benevolent Father of all. 

I, Jeremiah Roberts of Holton, Indiana make my last will and testament as follows, 

ist It is my will that all my just debts and funeral expenses be paid out of my estate. 


2nd I will and bequeath to my niece, Ida L. Lemon, two hundred and fifty dollars to be paid her within one 
year after my death. 


3rd I will, bequeath and devise to my sister Jane Kennedy the premises, house and lot or lots with all 
appertuances thereto belonging, where I may live at the time of my death, and also all the contents of said 
house, to have and to hold the same for a home during her natural life and at her death the same shall go to 
my daughter, Stella R. Crew. 


4th I will, bequeath and devise to my daughter, Stella R. Crew, the rest and residue of my estate. 


5th I nominate and appoint my sister Jane Kennedy, Executrix of this, my last will and testament. 


In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 10th day of April, 1903. 
Dr. Jeremiah Roberts 


The foregoing instrument is signed by Jeremiah Roberts in our presence and he declared the same to be his 
last will and testament and at his request and in his presence we signed the same as attesting witnesses this 
10 day of April, 1903. 

Kennedy F. Rea 

Nicholas Cornet 


Be it remembered that on the 4th day of December, 1918, came into open court Stella R. Crew one of the 
legatees in the will of Jeremiah Roberts and it appearing to the court upon testimony of J. Francis Lochard and 
Charles S. Royce that Nicholas one of the subscribing witnesses to said will is dead and that Kennedy F. Rea 
the other subscribing witness is a non resident of the State of Indiana and it further appearing to the court 
from the evidence of said witness that they were each well acquainted with the handwriting of said attesting 
witness and that the signatures of said Nicholas Cornet deceased as attesting witness to said will was in his 
own proper handwriting and that the signature of Kennedy F. Rea as attesting witness to said will was in his 
own proper hand writing and it further appearing to the court from the testimony of Smith Harrell that said 
Jeremiah Roberts departed this life on the - day of 1918 and that the signature of said Jeremiah Roberts to 
his said last will was in his own proper handwriting, and the court being fully satisfied as to the proof of the 
execution of the said will orders that the same be probated and said will is duly admitted to probate and 
record and reads as follows to-wit (here insert) 


{The following is written in the margin of page 1} 
December 20, 1918, Rec'd of Stella R. Crew Adurx with the will annexed of the estate of Jeremiah Roberts 
dec'd, the sum of Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars in payment of the legacy of Ida L. Lemon as set out in item 
(2) of testators will. 

Chris H. Kassendick, Clerk 


Dec 20th 1918, Rec'd of Chris H. Kassendick, Clerk Two Hundred fifty and no/100 Dollars my legacy herein. 
Ida L. Lemon 
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Figure 16.10 
Jeremiah Roberts;i6; Death Certificate 


eo 


THE ABOVE IS A TRUE COPY OF THE RECORD ON FILE 
WITHTHE INDPNA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 


Bu 9. ¢, 


STATE REGISTP 


CERTIFICATE 4 0 0 4 6 4 Not valid unless machine signed with multi-colored ribbon. 
State Form 26217 (R2/ 7-09) It is unlawful to reproduce this record. 


From the personal records of Jon A. Roberts. 
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Figure 16.11 


Jeremiah Roberts,;ie) Obituary 


ye aae — we eeateAwea wes VA ww («MAN 8 WVe 


Prominent. Holton Phy SI- 
cian Passes to His 
Final Reward. 


After a lingering illness of sev- 
eral weeks, Dr. Jeremiah Roberts, 
aved &L years, died at his home 
in Holton, Tuesday morning at 
4 o'eloeck of infirmities brought 
on by off age. Dr. Roberts had 
been 2 practicing physician’ in 
Helton for many years and had 
the respect of every one who knew 
him. He leaves one daughter,Mrs. 
John Crew, of Sheridan, Wyoming, 
and three brothers? one of whom 
is Henry Roberts, of Holton. His 
wife died several years ago. 

He was a member of the FL. & 
A. M. Lodge of Holton, who will 
have charge of the services. He 


was~gaso"'amember..of.the Hope-". 


well Bantist chiirch, whose -min-*- 
ister will assist with the funeral 
services which will be held at the 
residence in Holton Thursday at 
2 oclock p. m 


Osgood (IN) Journal, 20 Nov 1918, pg. 1 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 16.12 


Jeremiah Roberts,ie6] Real Estate & Stock Transfers, and Inheritance Tax 


“Real Estate Transfers, 


Anna Bierman to Calvin Ham- 
mer, hots 116 and 117, Milan, $700. 
Joseph Porsch et al to Freeman 
Sparing, 83.43 acres, Center Tp... 


| $3,000. 

Wm. M. Turner (Admr) to John uur, , 
|E. Hines, lot 365, pt. lot 364, Os- Fstate of Jeremiah Roberts, dee’d. |< 
_ good, $1,200. Petition to transfer capital stock of [* 
| Geo. W. Schmidti (Admr) to Es- Ripiey county bank of Osgood, filed,| . 
tella Hamilton, lot No. 65, Napol- cxaniiie@ and approved. 5 shares 
Jeon, $350. .. transferred to Stella R. Crew. 


| First National Bank, Batesville,. 

i Pec cee lots No. 8 and Estate of Jeremlah Roberts, dec'd. 
“Chas Willson te Wm. T. Austin, lnheritance tax, appraiser found tax ‘ 
pt. lot No. 13, Versailles, $450. ) Of $16.24 now due. ' 

Anna Fink to Harry Young, 60: 

‘1aecres, Shelby Tp., $400. 

‘| Jeremiah Roberts to Stella Rob- 
erts Crew, lot No. 96, Holton, love 

‘land affection. 

‘| Jeremiah Roberts to Stella Rob- 

‘lerts Crew, 158 acres, Otter Creek 


‘{Tp., love and affection. 
: Firct Natinnal Rank Ratecville 


Top: Versailles (IN) Republican, 24 Sep 1919, pg. 4. 
Bottom: Versailles (IN) Republican, 1 Oct 1919, pg. 9 
All from newspaperarchive.com 


Osgood (IN) Journal, 25 Dec 1918, pg. 6 
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Figure 16.13 


Jeremiah Roberts;ie6; Final Settlement 


| 


Notice to Heirs, Creditors, Fie. 

In the matter «f the Estate of Jere- 
miah Roberts, decensed. 

In the Ripley Circuit Court, February 
Term, 1920. 

Notice is hereby given that Stella R 
[Crew as Administratrix of the estate 
Lat Jeremiah Reberts deceased, has filed 
lher account and vouchers in Final Set- 
tlh ment of ssid «stute, and that the 
sume will come up tor the examination 
and action of ssid Circuit Court on the 
-ud day of February :920, the same be- 
ing Ist Judicial dav of the February 
1920 Term, ai wisich time all Heirs, 
Creditors, or Le yutees of said estate 


are required to aypear in said court and 
show cause if any there be, why said 
aecount and veucher- should not be ap- 
preyed. The heit> of the decedent end 
ull ethers interested are repuired to ap 
pear and make proof of their heirship 
or claim to any psrt ot said estate. 
Witness my h: nd and the seal of said 
court this 8th day of January 1920. 


CdRIS H. KASSENDICK, 
Clerk. 


R H. Jacksor, Attorney. 


ia * * . wr Ta 


Osgood (IN) Journal, 14 Jan 1920, pg. 4. (newspaperarchive.com) 
Subsequent notices found in the Jan 21 and 28 editions. 
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Figure 16.14 
Jeremiah Roberts,jics; Commander, 


Jessie B. Holman Post 495, G.A.R. 


Correct, Inp., March 26, 1887. : 
Tothe editor of the Jounnan. £ 
Str:--The officers and members of j 
C. C. Wheeler Post, J8, and Comman- | ; 


der Shelp and others, of Gordon Post, | i 
201, and numerous others from neigh- 
boring posts went tv Molten to muster 
a post of the G. A. R. there, which was | ; 
namued Jessie B. Holman, No.495, after | * 
the gallant voung Lientenant of Co. B. 
87th Ind., who gave his life for his 
country on the bluody field of battle at 
Stone river, and who we are sorry to 
; say, lics inan unmarked grave on the 
farm of Wm. Leslie,south of Versailles. 
The intention was to muster the post | , 
in the morning and have a publie in- | 1 
stallation atter dinner, but more re- 
eruits came in and wished to be mnus- ] | 
tered, so the installation was only 
partially public. The following well 
known gentlemen were installed: Com. 
“Torry Roberts, of the old 7th Ind., who 
represcuted the Hoosier State in the 
eastern army: 8. V. C., J. W. Christie, 
the lively 10 Ind. eayalryman; J. VY. C., 
Leviticus Moore; Adjt., J. H. Overturt; 
Q. M., £. H. Scoopmire; Chap., Hilhs 
Jackson; Seret., John Callahan; QO. D., 
Frank Dudley, O.G., Z. T. Ralston; 
8S. M., Frank Knapp; Q. M. S, D. 
Branham. Tile Versailles Band and 
the drum corps from the country have 
our sincere thanks for services render- 
ed, ‘The Holton folks treated royally 
both citizens and soldiers, and all were 
welcome. C, C. Briant, Q. V. C. of 
Dept. Ind., made a good speech. Com- 
rade John O. Cravens as mustering 
ofticer performed his duties well, and 
gave us oncof his characteristic speech- 
es which stirs the boys so well, Com. 
>| Charley Shelp, of Gordon post gave 
*) the boys some good advice from that 
well working post. Nineteen were 
|| mustered in the morning, four after 
noon, and one by transfer from Whceel- 
er post, Jas. W. Cooper, who they 
are sorry to lose. By the way, would 
it not be in order for the relatives and 
friends of Lieutenant Holman and the 
Post to move his remains to Holton,the 
place of his birth? G. A. R. 


—_—-m am 


tr 
a ee 


~ Ww ee er eo 


The Ripley Journal (Osgood, IN), 31 Mar 1887, pg. 8 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 16.15 


Jeremiah Roberts,i6] Special Organizer, Bimetallic League of Ripley County 


THE JOURNAL, » Osgood, ina 
i tintin ee 
Cc. W. Gray, Editor and Prop'r. 


ce 


Entered as second-class matter at the Post 
Office, Osgood, Indiana. 


t 
THITRSDAY, MARCA 11, 1897. ‘ 
————————— 


FREE SILVER MEETING. 


The Bimetallic League of Ripley |, 
county will meet at the Court House 
in Versailles, Ind., on Saturday, March 
20, 1897 at 1:30 p. m. Limetallists of 
wll parties are cordially invited to be 
present. Aneffort will be made to 
dhave able speaking. In compliame 
with a resoiution of the league that 
the chairman appoints two members 
in each precinct of the county as spec- 
ial organizors for their respective ter- 
ritories, Isubmit the foliowing list, 
subject to change and approval of the 
league. Ali the appointces are espec- 
ially invited to attend said meeting. 

JOHNSON Tr. 

N. W. Pre., John A. Spencer, T. RB. 
Hartley; E. prect., Clark Henderson, 
Wm. Rosengarn; S. W. prect., Jonn R. 
Livingston Roland Jackson. 

WASHINGTON Tr. 

N. prect.. J. C. Fleming, Geo. Rupp; 
S. prect.,, Wm. Hundley, Geo. Miller. 
Brown Tr. 

FE. prect., Ed Hillis, Jerry Pate; W. 
prect., Wm. Wycoff, James Lemon. 

FRANKLIN Tr. 

E. prect., C. D. Pohlman, Thomas 
Laws; W. prect., John Mehriley, C. F. 
W hitehead. 


oe 


— Ore > 42 


i oe a) 


SueLBy Tr. 
1st prect, B. A. Sands, Dr. Hess: 2nd 
prect., L. E. Westover, J: R. Castner; 
3rd _ prect., John Rebel, J. D.Johnson. 
OTTER CREEK Tr. 


E. prect., Calvin Rea, Robt. Sheets: 
W. prect., T. J. Conover, Dr. Roberts. 


JACKSON TP. 
N. prect., A. J. Deutschley, Wm. Ab" 
planalp: 8. prect., Frank Rehling, Wm | c 
Smiley. FI 


a SO Ut le 


The Ripley County Journal (Osgood, IN), 11 Mar 1897, pg. 4. (newspaperarchive.com). 
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Figure 16.16 
Hopewell Baptist Church Member List 


Received 19 Nov 2019 from the Hopewell Baptist Church, 2319 N. County Road 850 West, Holton, IN 47023. 
Saralee Cumberworth, Church Secretary, stated the church has no other records of Jeremiah. 
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Figure 16.17 


Jeremiah Roberts;ie) Stable Fire 


Poo 
| DESTROYED BY FIRE. 
| Special to ome. 


Holton, Ind., June 4 1911. 


About 2:30 this afternoon sinoke 
wis seen issuing from Dr. J. G. 
iCox’s stable near the railroad and 
ina very short time ft burst into 
flames. An alarm was turned in 
and help soon arrived. The fire 
soon spread across the alley to. the 
table owned by Dr. Jerry Roberts. 


This,-too, was soon a mass of flames, 

The saving of nearby buildings 
was needful and the firemen sue- 
eeeaded in keeping the fire from 
spreading. Wri. Cox’s barber shop 
eaught fire but was extinguished be- 
fore much damage was dene. 

Dr. Roberts had about a hundred 
bushel of corn and some hay burned, 
Loss and origin of fire unknown, 

Dr. Roberts and sister were at 
Bryantsburg visiting at the time of 
the fire. 


Osgood (IN) Weekly Journal, 7 Jun 1910, pg. 1. (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Appendix 16.1 


Jeremiah Roberts Civil War Pension Records (10 pages) 


The following are relevant portions of Jeremiah's Civil War Pension records, received about 4 Aug 
2017 from the National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC. His entire record 
consists of 34 pages. 


(38—010 4.) 


* 


: Act of Fe 27, 1890. : eee 
* DECLARATION FOR INVALID PENSION. '- AR: 


Cie TO Be executed before a court of record or some officer thereof having custody ofits seal. 


"personally appeared before me, aes. AALS ee of the (4-7 te fo = 


court of record within and for the county and State aforesaid, boned cere ie. oe 


(Here state rank, company ard regiment 


tbe Ube, buf tod GG amen 


sea cacti SO ae AN “aS eaeese SE Mion oe da — 


‘vessel, if in'the Navy.) 


of he ee (Sars tlle 


That said disabilities are not due to his vicious habits, and are to the best of his knowledge and belief Oe 


That he is a pensioner under Certificate No. 2 a ae a a at gl ce all aman y on 
fs gg. OP . . (fa pensioner, the Certificate number only need be given. If not, give the number ofthe a 


form 2° eee 


State of. = as 


‘ - 7 
ee = 
beni Bei YL PE gt 
ff" Cigimant’s signature.) 3 


renee neers 


22 Jul 1890 - Initial Declaration for Pension under the Dependent and 
Disability Pension Act of June 27, 1890. 
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Reproduced at the National Archives 


x 


(3-145 a.) 


we : eho a ks "AGT OF JUNE 27, 1890. i 
i ~ aie 


Fee, $f... Agent to pay. 


Articles filed, ...----.-----——-----—-------—----—--- 


SERVICE SHOWN BY RECORD. 
= 
o  136L 


it A eneraer eat 


13 Feb 1892 - Pension approved at a rate of $12/month. Certificate No. 735883. 
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34.02. " 


partment of the duterior, 


BUREAU OF PENSIONS, 


Washington, D.C. January 15, 1898. 


SIR: 


In forwarding to the pension agent the executed voucher for your next 
quarterly payment please favor me by returning this circular to him with 
replies to the iain below. 


Pere rexpectpily, 


Commissioner. 


First. Are you married? Lf so, please state your wife’s full name od her maiden name. 


Answer. Yea Bone He ee 


Second. When, where, and by whom were you married ? 


date and place of her death or divorce. 


Fifth, Have you any children living? Iso, please state their names and the dates of their birth. 


Answer, feet A Cella. ethadls Barra. 


(Signature. ) 


epee page re 


S801b750m1-98 — - 


4 Aug 1898 - Response to Questionnaire. 
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Fourth. Were you previously 1 married? “If 80, please state the name of your Joraee wife “and tbe 


Benet 


Reproduced at the National Archives 


3—014. 
“ACT OF FEBRUARY 6, 1907. 


DECLARATION FOR PENSION® 
THE PENSION CERTIFICATE SHOULD NOT BE FORWARDED WITH THE APPLICATION. 


State of _ Sct, 


4 SS. 
County of tpg etedccewests 
iY z 


On this 7 day of _- A. Be one ti! ousand nine hundred and 
personally appeared “E: me, a = L OA OO 2 orci within and for the county 


" and State aforesaid, 7 2n€22t4 44s. LOR E74? , who, being duly sworn according to law, 


declares that he is _. LO... years of age, and a resident of ___. 


-» State of ar 2 


; and that be is the 
under the name of 


18.04, 


county of _.#%& 2 


in the service of the United States, in the 


(State pame of war, Civil or Mexican.) 


at os he _e on the 2... day of are MAT, WL 


That he also served __. 
(Here give a complete statement of all other services, if any.) 


iy 2a oor NE 


‘That he was not employed in the military or naval service of the United States otherwise than as stated 
above. That his his personal description at enlistment was as follows: Hei ght, ae feet — en secbens 


complexion, Pane et ; color of eyes, -27-8H......... 3 color of hair, 
pation was & 77 4 ; that he was born’_faorz2eacey......... e oe ore ae 


Lawnk..o ovAy... ach 


(Ifa pensioner, the certificate wenlife need be given. If not, give the number 
That he makes this declaration for the purpose of being placed on the pension roll of the United 
States under the provisions of the act of February 6, 1907. 


, persons whom I 


certify te be respgctable and Si t , and who, being by me duly sworn, say that they were 
a present and saw J Caer Ak Wovrtsto _ , the claimant, sign his name (or make his mark) 
to the foregoin, Aeclaration; that they have every reason to believe, from the appearance of the claimant 
os and thein acquaintance with him of p> years and PB. years, respectively, that he is the identical. 
person he represents himself to be, and that they have no interest in the prosecution of this claim. 
Li Yherss gilt 
rr SLES 
| Pr a of witnesses.) 
i SUBSCRIBED and sworn to before me this 2h a, 2 eg) 5 As D: 1907 : 
| and I hereby certify that the contents of the aboveéeclaration, etc., were fully: 
made known and explained to the applicant and witnesses before swearing, 
{ Briel ann GHG VOR ena rpc asfen pe cecersla i na aay , erased, 
\ fy. s.] and the words 22a eneneeeepeey OO; 
| and that I have no interest, direct or indirect, in the prosecution of this claim. 
i - 
i 
|. 
e803. 
j 
ke 
Le Oe ee en 


21 Feb 1907 - Declaration for Pension under Act of February 6, 1907. 
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| Reproduced at the Nat rchives 


3364, 


o een 
op 7 " diate va pected f 


Aprtet Pam OF FEBRUARY 6, 1907. 


a ee an one A 


S an ular” , 
r ‘i Submitted for A "on a Gl lO, g. , 190 /— ahs hawt Examiner. 


PRESENT CLAIM, ACT OF FEBRUARY 6, 1907. 


fo tion| filed _ Ctl, ft — § : i 
eo bith alleged, nO MENENOR 6c cn’. EO A Seren i Si, a A Bo ca locates ain niacttce aan s 


Age shown |by ‘evidence __ 


\ ae Fees ance Sac ath el Scat Re ae en a ew ha te I ee aaa 
Be ces does write. 
e810 


30 Apr 1907 - Certificate reissued at a rate of $15/month. 
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Reproduced at the National Archives 


ACT OF FEBRUARY 6, 1907. 


DECLARATION FOR PENSION, 


. THE Piwsron CERTIFICATE SHOULD NOT BE FORWARDED WITH THE APPLICATION. 


County of ............ FLYPAA. wee 

On this..2.. 03. AA A. D. one thousand nine hundred and. Gerelorte.. 
personally appeared before me, a...... 4 tebe ee, Waierecieee ere ”,,. within and for the county 
and State aforesaid, , who, being duly sworn according to law, 


declares that he... £3... «years of age, and a resident of 


f ROLLED 
ere ..2.0...day of:. a 
F TE va i, Fa 
5 as a LA OTAGAR, > 17 OR ee ie ee L ee OS 6 J, 7 at. 
(Sere state rank, and company and yggiment in the Army; or vessels if in the Navy.) 
i we ETE ST Ye we ww nne sr ziSeaycts Seis pace doasaid el atu deatscecg x Gxd nvaraja hs Disneis Giese cis raredses er tnea aden Hen busine eee Meas . 
in the service of the United States, in the......./ _& oe peeeeees war, and wWaS HONORABLY DISCHARGED 


(State name of war, Civil or ps ) 


at trols. Ee : hatia, Jnclta, ---,0n the, 4.2... a dy rae MMU, nee sits 134 


That he also served. £74... as views WA Fane Z @ CRM hea... SYN... ME praee 


tr 6G 2 2 


"That he was not employed in the military or naval service of the United States othe: than as stated. 
above. That his personal description at enlistment was as follows: ee a. .. Breet... io pais 
~, *eontplexion, . LOAM a... ; color of eyes, .. 47>4<7.... 


ae we PALIABID pe eccees +++; that he was born. Oh 


ances G. san a 2 


‘That he is........ a pensioner. That he has. bex¥ heretofore teenie for pension 


Ceralosattiq need... EES: 


the certificate number only need bi 


That he makes this declaration for the purpose of being placed on the pension nell of the United 
States under the provisions of the act of February 6, 1907. 


That his post-office address is 
State of......4. ondihan 


Attest: (1) sueeeaaeinetics ecuemtnanieeeh Augseateet 
(2) > sie Sacmesvecaedeesiescpaaedarstenat onsen 
Also personally appeared oe aomseh, oS Me bende residing in. 
: nae WO heh. ; Tesiding in. hile 3 wt UTAEM +, persons whom: I 


certify to be respegtable and entitled to credit, and who, being is me any aber say that my were 


and their aan with him of 3.2... -years and. 39 arr -years, respectively, that he is the ‘identical 
erson he represents himself to be, and that they have no interest in the prosecution of this ae 


8 Jan 1912 - Declaration for Pension under Act of February 6, 1907. 
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3-364, a 
Poe NO. 3, a 


! cn 
Seb . ao : ¥ Certificate No. a) bea SA 


ACT OF FEBRUARY 6, 1907. me 


|; eee > | es, Lecce Ube Pagid 
a 4 f 
{/county, Le Oils. ( name oa es (Ze Vliseileaie ed 


{ ‘é y Rati BO per month, aamanmey LE . oF BLE o. _ oa > = | 
aw agp ee | 


i 
| 
} 
i 


i 
: 
7 
i? 
| é 
| 


TATE REPRESENTATIVE. — 


(Order Aprii 25, 4907,) 


APPROVAL. 


ee LET: Iwi 


Submitted for CZ 


Approved for 


==“CIVIL WAR 
. ra 


nent pnnaeneentne ee 


3 pas dee 3 


Zo, g-  e 18. A i 
Fs o2— 


is 3 enone discharged say, 18 


ere alana ra 


“A Declaration filed _. yy ee ff 
: poo of bigth alleged, . an gua. ‘ee ree ery ata ererr ree 
os showy) by evidence oe SNe Petts ssn iad ale pleas ahd 


SQ fee ee 


12 Jan 1912 —- Approval for pension increase to $20/month. 
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Reproduced at the National Archives 


TOR MAY Tt, 1812. 


" State of ies Ini (Os, County of A fbi TS Es 8 P0, 


“¢ L : this tie Lis aay of Regs AL D. one thousand nine hundred and. a Liebe. 
ai Pee eee Sate WE ae eed stot ‘the county and 


Tia - being duly sworn nae to 
ele: / 


zoe of ee 


"(Here state ae and company afd regiment in tho’ Sar or Veasale it in the Navy.) 


in the service’ of the United States, in the" Serene sens 


Sallis? classe nat, Oe 


=eentily thet: the: oogige 
i etoms sylea 


1912 May 17 - Declaration for Pension under the Act of May 11, 1912. 
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-—seerteomenrneeseri 


, = 101 2.V 
ram 
Qu shown |by evidence ___“_/ _ years; date of birth allegea___ “UULEG (oO ¥. why 


Reproduced at the National Archives A ; 


a A : « 


a 4 . bot 


ACT OF MAY 11, 1912. cow. 7 BSPRS 


Claimant, (Dirinwh Je ais Jee —~G _ 
BOs Z| LtOWw, ¢ | Rank, Ls ae cise Sha ¢ — 
~—  e 
 Mbhlihe OC Mul S He Jal. J 
C4 | ns comnecing Ao my 2. Er _ ace eee ae TRS wy 


e- Sea yy - net co” LF 


‘wo ATTORNEY OR STATE REPRESENTATI 


(Order April 25, 1907.) 


OO IOS a eta at Si 


DN cto nieces nh ela a es Ses lucas 


APPROVAL. ' 


Y 
<< QB 
; S Submitted for! bam. Oe / 2 Or91 2, _ La VAG 
s Approved for... Cd anwnaaien WN (fate gh. per month; age ASL eas years. 
a ; 


C fra CoelesiUors Urner ang b MOL, i Sei 


[9 


Length of pensionable service: a Oo years, eis ceil anna OMB, 


Deductions in service from any cause: _~ VWOwk. 


on account of 


ou ue iit. +50, 


——— 
Enlisted ...L2¢7 Z ms 7 18 6 /; honorably discharged ____ aise! pried eis > 18 we: Z “ 
Enlisted 21... /LA ALI a iso 2; honorably discharged __C Ws 2 Om 18 G oe v | 
Enlisted ee ee ES |: 3 honorably discharged ; 18 3 : 
Length of pensionable BOL VICS Fase PORT By. ieee, ae months, __.../ L ao i _.. days. , 


Pensioned ab AO per month, 7 a L @ Q. ana 


PRESENT CLAIM, ACT OF MAY 11, 1912. 


_ Declaration|filed ...0/! 


rimant dges SB write. 
sen oe VG 


20 Aug 1912 - Approval for pension increase to $21/month. 
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Reproduced at the National Archives i 
3 s 
Le 


DEPARTMENT OCF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF PENSIONS 


Wasuimnaton, D. 0., January 2, 1916. 


Sm: Please answer, at your earliest convenience, the questions enumerated below. The information 
is requested for future use, and it may be of great value to your widow or children. Use the inclosed 
envelope, which requires no stamp. ‘ 
; Very respectiully, 


JEREMIAH ROBERTS 
HOLTON IND 
735883 ACT MAY 


Commissioner. 


No. 1. Date and place of birth? Answer. Refideg Q TAN H.... te wee 


nee G17 
The name of organizations in which you served? Answer. -.W2.977. = 


— 


Tiso, where? Answer. /.2-.-.---- aA See Achniel cede een cele meee ies scene we ceeeResEmeRE EMS eae ititae laieetaceeaes 


No. 6. Were you previously mazried? If so, state the name of your former wife, the date of the marriage, and the date and place of her 


death or divorce. If there was more than one previous maariage, let your answer include all former wives. Answer. 


No. 7. Ii Zour present wife was married before her marriage to you, state the name ‘of her former husband, the date of such marriage, 
ey the date and place #, his, death or divorce, and state whether he ever rendered any. miltary or naval service, and, if so, 
” ‘Bive name of te nit ation in which he served. If she was married more than once before her martiage to you, let your 


wide. bn. thn 


a 2 ener er eee ees gap oP yg 7 
.Q 


2 Apr 1915 - Response to Questionnaire. 
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17. EDWARD (b. 7 Aug 1839, d. 15 Feb 1922) 

Birth: 7 Aug 1839 in Switzerland County, Indiana. 
Marriage & children: 17 Dec 1873 to Mary Jane Mitchell in 
Jefferson County, Indiana (b. 26 Aug 1846 in Indiana; d. 2 
Aug 1935 in Bryantsburg, Jefferson County, Indiana). No 
children. 

Death: 15 Feb 1922 in Bryantsburg, Jefferson County, 


Indiana. 


Edward was the seventh child of John S.:4] and Jane 
(Salyers) Roberts. According to his death certificate and his 


statements in his Civil War pension records, he was born 7 


Aug 1839 in Switzerland County, Indiana, with much of his 


= _ a 


youth likely spent helping his father on the family farm. The — 
Edward and Mary Jane (Mitchell) 


1840 census for Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Roberts From a photo album believed to 
. : = . have belonged to Edward's brother, 
Indiana identifies the following members of the Roberts Jeremiahrie}. See Chapter 7 - Jeremiah 


. Roberts Photo Album. 
household and notes that Edward's father was engaged in ope ee 


agriculture. 12:34 

e Male < 5 - 2 [Jeremiahyie), Edwardri7]] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 1 [Johnei43] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 2 [Williamyji1], Charlesyi2)] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - i [John S.j4]] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 2 [Sarahyi3}, Marandaris)] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - i [Jane] 

The Roberts family moved to Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana (the next county and 
township west of Pleasant Township) abt. 1842 where Edward's father had purchased 91 acres of 
land in portions of Section 1, T5N, R10E and Section 6, T5N, R11E. During the West Fork Baptist 
Church (WFBC) meeting held between 13 and 18 Aug 1842, his parents were accepted into the 
church by letter. The church is located less than a mile north of the family farm.°®” 

About May 1847, Edward's Aunt Elizabeth,2] left her abusive husband, Jesse Cole, and came to 


live with the family pending her divorce. Edward is found living in the family home in Shelby 


1 Figure 17.1. 1889 Biographical Sketch of Edward Roberts,17). 

2 See Figure 4.3. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

3 See Figure 17.15. Edward Robertsi17} Death Certificate. 

4 Appendix 17.1. Excerpts of Edward Roberts' Civil War Pension Records. 

> See Figure 4.4. Newspaper Clipping - Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate (Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 19 Nov 
1879, pg. 2). 

6 See Figure 4.5. John S. Robertsj4) Jefferson County, Indiana Property. 

7 See Figure 4.6. West Fork Baptist Church - Johnj4] & Jane Roberts Received into Membership. 
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Township, Jefferson County, Indiana for the 1850 and 1860 census. Neither census indicates he 
attended school during the past year, so we do not know the extent of his education.®:91° 

As with many of our Roberts ancestors, Edward became a member of the WFBC and was a 
somewhat active member. On 16 Oct 1858, he was invited to preach the sermon for the church 
meeting on that date, and was officially received into the church by baptism on 19 May 1861, along 
with his siblings, Marandaris; and Henryyis).!112 

When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Edward volunteered to serve and completed two tours of 
duty on the side of the Union. His first was with the 76th Regiment, Indiana Infantry Volunteers, 
where he served with his brother, Jeremiahjie). His second was with the 137th Regiment, Indiana 


Infantry Volunteers. 


Civil War Service, Regimental Activities, and Disability? 
76th Regiment, Indiana Infantry 


Volunteers Opbits 3, Geli pirat. (2 


Edward enlisted with Company C, 76th emul WHERE Oh srand 


| 

Regiment, Indiana Infantry Volunteers on 19 mua ia are wnenel nd i 
Jul 1862, the same date his brother ace SLs eves HAIR HEIGHT 
Jeremiahyie) enlisted with Company A. The COMPLEXION NATIVITY ocP'N == 
76th was organized at Indianapolis, Indiana, —oischancen yar NO BUSTER OUT ROLD 186 
for 30 days State service and was mustered : 3 eee 
in July 20, 1862. According to Union Army, EU sb eee oie, = 
"The purpose of its organization was for Edward's Muster Roll Card - Company A, 76th 
repelling guerrilla raids. A band of guerillas Regiment. Received 13 Apr 2021 from Indiana Digital 

Archives, Indiana Archives and Records 
had crossed the Ohio [River] at Newburg Administration, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


and captured about 80 convalescent soldiers 
in the hospital, together with some state arms and other property. [The regimental commanders, 


Col Gavin and Lt Col Wilder], who were at their homes at the time, proposed raising a regiment for 


8 See Figure 2.5. Elizabeth Cole;2; Bill of Complaint for Divorce. 

° See Figure 4.7. 1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

10 See Figure 4.8. 1860 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

11 Figure 17.2. West Fork Baptist Church - Edward Robertsti7; Preaches Sermon. 

12 See Figure 15.2. Excerpt from West Fork Baptist Church - Marandaris}, Edwardyi7} and Henry S..1s; Roberts Received into 

Membership. 

13 The summary of Edward's Civil War service and regimental activities is derived from multiple sources. 
1. Battle Unit Details, 76th Regiment, Indiana Infantry (30 days, 1862), National Park Service, 
(https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battle-units-detail.htm?battleUnitCode=UINO076RI, accessed 26 Nov 2021). 
2. A Compendium of the War of the Rebellion, Compiled and Arranged from Official Records of the Federal and 
Confederate Armies, Reports of the Adjutant Generals of the Several States, the Army Registers and Other Reliable 
Documents and Sources, Frederick H. Dyer, Dyer Publishing Company, Des Moines, Iowa, 1908. 
(https: //archive.org/details/08697590.3359.emory.edu, accessed 26 Nov 2021). 
3. The Union Army, A History of Military Affairs in the Loyal States 1861-65 —- Records of the Regiments in the Union Army 
- Cyclopedia of Battles - Memoirs of Commanders and Soldiers, Volume III - New Jersey, Indiana, Illinois and Michigan, 
Federal Publishing Company, Madison, Wisconsin, 1908. 
(https: //archive.org/details/unionarmyhistoryO3madi/page/n7/mode/2up, accessed 26 Nov 2021). 
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30 days for the purpose of clearing out that part of the state of these lawless bands. Their 
proposition was accepted and in 48 hours’ time the 76th had been raised, mustered and equipped. 
It moved to Evansville, Ind., and Henderson, Ky., having several severe skirmishes with guerillas. 
Its strength was 786, and its loss by death, 1." The 76th mustered out August 20, 1862. 


137th Regiment, Indiana Infantry Volunteers 

On 1 May 1864, Edward re-enlisted at Zanesville, 
Indiana with Company D, 137th Regiment, Indiana 
Infantry Volunteers for a period of 100 days. The 137th 
was mustered in at Indianapolis, Indiana 26 May 1864 
and was ordered to Tullahoma, Tennessee to perform 
Railroad Guard duty in Tennessee and Alabama. This 
was to protect what was gained by a significant Union 
victory in the Tullahoma Campaign, which secured the 
railroad extending from Nashville through Chattanooga 
to Atlanta. The 137th was mustered out 21 Sep 1864. 
Its strength was 928 soldiers; seventeen were lost by 
death, and two deserted.!4 

Due to injuries received during the 137th's 
deployment to Tullahoma, Edward filed for, and 
eventually received, a disability pension. Relevant 
portions of his pension records are found in Appendix 
17.1. 

He filed his initial Declaration of Invalid Army 
Pension on 25 Sep 1869 on two grounds: while at 
Tullahoma in Jun 1864, he suffered a gunshot wound to 


his left hand and several days later, suffered from 


sunstroke, both of which prevented him from performing 


manual labor since Mar 1865. The gunshot wound 


occurred while Edward was on picket duty when a 


musket round was fired through the first joint of his left, 


ring finger, requiring removal of a portion of the bones. 
Regarding the sunstroke, Regimental Surgeon John L. 
Roe noted that he found Edward in a comatose state of 


several hours duration. He treated Edward in camp for 


por on 
8 mpany Muster Roll 


When mf puttindeatlelnate OES e wy f, 136 ak 


Period —<olaays, 
Pregent or absent Lett. era eee | 


Swppage, $.....-.- MOO! TOW asda cheese ta 
Due Gov't, $227 106 for nee nyse ogee eran ne 


+8 See enrollment on card from muster-in roll. 


Book mark : SB aac sesame en aemsecaeesan neem catty 


Mette PAA Trl 


(858c) Copyist, 


Company Muster Roll, 137th Indiana 
Infantry. Received Apr 2017 from 
National Archives and Records 
Administration, Washington, DC. 


14 Brandt, Robert, Tu/lahoma Campaign, Tennessee Encyclopedia, Tennessee Historical Society, publisher 
(https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/tullahoma-campaign/, accessed 26 Nov 2021). 
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five days and then sent him to the general hospital in Tullahoma. After about four weeks, Edward 
was subsequently transferred to the general hospital in Madison, Indiana. Edward never returned 
to service and was honorably discharged when the 137th was mustered out on 21 Sep 1864.15 

Edward's initial claim was rejected in Feb 1871. He filed a new Disability Affidavit in Apr 1880 in 
which he claimed he was unable to perform any manual labor from discharge to Jul 1867, only able 
to perform light labor from Jul 1867 to May 1869, then again unable to perform any labor from May 
1869 to the date of filing. He was eventually found 1/4 disabled in Jan 1886 as a result of nervous 
prostration from sunstroke. His disability claim arising from the gunshot wound was rejected due to 
lack of evidence of disability. His pension was $2.00 per month, commencing 22 Sep 1864 under 
Certificate No. 316335. As Edward's health continued to deteriorate, he applied for increases in his 
pension at various times until, at the time of his death, he was receiving a pension of $50.00 per 
month for nervous prostration, chronic diarrhea, heart disease and other effects from the 
sunstroke, effects from scurvy, and disability due to loss of his finger from the gunshot wound. 
After Edward's death, his wife, Mary Jane, applied for a widow's pension on 24 Feb 1922 and was 
awarded a pension of $30.00 per month - Certificate No. 915851.16 


Return to Civilian Life 

After Edward's enlistment with the 76th ended in 1862, available records suggest he went to 
Decatur County, Indiana, rather than the family farm in Jefferson County, as the 1863 enumeration 
of draft-eligible men for Jefferson County identifies him as "absent, in Decatur County, Ind." After 
his second enlistment, he returned to Jefferson County where he is found living with his parents in 
the 1870 census and identified as a carpenter. He also returned to WFBC where, sometime prior to 
Nov 1867, he was elected an Elder. All was not well between Edward and the church, however, as 
on 18 Jul 1868, a motion was made to prefer a charge against him for fiddling and dancing. He 
acknowledged the charges but failed to give the church satisfactory evidence he was remorseful. 
Thus, on 21 Nov 1868, a motion was made to exclude him from the church. A full listing of West 
Fork Baptist Church meeting minutes in which Edward is identified is included in Appendix 
17.2,1718,19,20,21 

On December 17, 1873, Edward married Mary Jane Mitchell in Jefferson County, Indiana. Mary 


Jane is a sister of Daniel K. Mitchell, husband of Edward's sister, Quintilla[21]. He states in his 


15 Deponents in several depositions taken in support of Edward's claim stated their belief the gunshot wound was 
accidentally self-inflicted. 

16 Figure 17.3. Newspaper Clipping - Mary Jane Awarded Pension. Also Appendix 17.1. 

17 See Figure 12.4. 1863 Civil War Draft Registration - Jefferson County, Indiana. 

18 In 1863, Decatur County was in Indiana's 4th Congressional District (Indiana Genealogical Society, 
https://www.indgensoc.org/membersonly/igs/research_topics/congressional_districts_1821_1911.pdf : accessed 27 Nov 
2021); however, Edward is not identified in the enumeration of draft-eligible men for that county. It is possible Edward had 
not resided in Decatur County long enough to be reflected in the county enumeration. 

19 See Figure 4.9. 1870 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

20 Figure 17.4. West Fork Baptist Church - Edward Robertsj17) Elder. 

21 Figure 17.5. West Fork Baptist Church - Edward Robertsr17 Charges. 
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pension affidavits that the marriage took place in the home of Mary's parents and that they had no 
children. 

Edward's pension records reflect that he was elected the Shelby Township Trustee abt. 1879, 
but resigned from that position abt. Nov 1880, claiming his diseased knee prevented him from 
attending to the duties of his position. A letter from one of Edward's physicians, Dr. J. R. Lewis, 
stated that Edward's friends believe his resignation was because he had become "melancholy or 
cow spirited."3 

In the 1880 census, Edward and Mary Jane continue to live in Shelby Township, where Edward 
states his usual occupation to be "house carpenter" but is also identified as lame and disabled. He 
was appointed Postmaster of the Bryantsburg Post Office on 5 Dec 1887, a position which he held 
until 10 Jun 1893. He was reappointed Postmaster on 16 Apr 1897 with a salary of $72.83 per 
year, and was in that position until 2 Jan 1901.24:252627 

On 15 Oct 1893, a family reunion with most of Edward's living siblings was held at the home of 
his brother, Jeremiahyie], in Holton, Indiana. In addition to Edward and Mary Jane, attendees 
included Sarahyi3}; Johnyi4] and wife, Elizabeth; Marandayis] and her children James, Jesse, and 
Dora Francis Demaree; Jeremiahjie] and daughter, Stella; Henry;is]; and Ella Janej2o}. Charlesy12) 
was unable to attend.?® 

By 1900, Edward had retired, and he and Mary ‘urday evening. 
Jane had moved to Monroe Township of Jefferson . Demaree and wife, Mrs. John n| 


County, where they remained until Edward's death Rober Mrs. a ao A a > | 
: er c 
on 15 Feb 1922 in Bryantsburg, at the age of 82, Roberts atten ed the un al of t 


Natter’s brother, Ed Roberts at Heb- | 


due to stomach cancer. His funeral was held ‘yon, Sunday. | 
Sunday, 19 Feb 1922, with burial at the Hebron | Mrs Pearl Hudson. of North Ver-i 
Cemetery in Madison, Indiana. His funeral was Osgood (IN) Journal, 22 Feb 1922, pg. 2. 


(newspaperarchive.com) 
attended by Jesse Demaree (son of sister 


Marandaris}) and his wife, Ida; Stella Crew (daughter of brother Jeremiahyie]); Dora Moore 


(daughter of sister, Marandaris}); and brother, Henryzis).293%31/32,33 


22 Figure 17.6. Edward Robertsji7; and Mary Jane Mitchell Marriage Record. 

3 Figure 17.7. Newspaper Clipping - Edward Robertsi17} Resignation as Trustee. 

4 Figure 17.8. 1880 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

25 Figure 17.9. Appointments of US Postmasters, Jefferson County, Indiana (1887). 

26 Figure 17.10. Appointments of US Postmasters, Jefferson County, Indiana (1897). 

7 Figure 17.11. 1897 Register of Civil & Military Service. 

28 See Figure 16.6. Newspaper Clipping - Jeremiah Robertstie) Family Reunion (The Ripley Journal (Osgood, IN), 19 Oct 
1893, pg. 8). 

29 Figure 17.12. 1900 United States Federal Census - Monroe Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

30 Figure 17.13. 1910 United States Federal Census - Monroe Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

31 Figure 17.14. 1920 United States Federal Census - Monroe Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

32 Figure 17.15. Edward Robertsji7} Death Certificate. 

33 Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/75376865/edward-roberts : accessed 26 
November 2021), memorial page for Edward Roberts (7 Aug 1839-15 Feb 1922), Find a Grave Memorial ID 75376865, 
citing Hebron Cemetery, Madison, Jefferson County, Indiana, USA; Maintained by JRoberts (contributor 48769167). 
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Edward filed his will on 22 Apr 1890, leaving his entire estate to Mary. His will was proved on 
14 Jun 1923. Probate records reveal Edward was not a wealthy man. His entire estate was 
composed of $100 in war savings stamps, which had to be cashed in order to pay debts owed for 
the cost of probate and services of the estate Administrator. Mary subsequently received $77.85 
from the estate. 34:35 

Mary passed away 13 1/2 years later on 2 Aug 1935 in Bryantsburg. Her death certificate lists 


her cause of death as angina pectoris. She is buried with Edward at the Hebron Cemetery.°37 


34 Figure 17.16. Edward Roberts;17) Will. 
35 Figure 17.17. Edward Roberts;i7} Probate Records. 
36 Figure 17.18. Mary Jane Roberts Death Certificate. 
3” Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/75376910/mary-jane-roberts : accessed 26 
November 2021), memorial page for Mary Jane Mitchell Roberts (26 Aug 1846-2 Aug 1935), Find a Grave Memorial ID 
75376910, citing Hebron Cemetery, Madison, Jefferson County, Indiana, USA; Maintained by JRoberts (contributor 
48769167). 
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Figure 17.1 


1889 Biographical Sketch of Edward Roberts,17) 


SOUVENIR SKETCHES. 261 


There are 133 acres of it. 
His wife died here. 

Mr. Robbins has been an Odd Fellow 
and is a member of the Christian Church. 


tled down on it. 


EDWARD ROBERTS, merchant, Bry- 
antsburgh, was born in Switzerland county, 
Ind., in 1839. His father, John 8. Roberts, 
was an early settler of that county, and was 
afarmer. His mother was Jane Salyers, 
daughter of John B. Salyers, and grand- 
daughter of a soldier. 
The family were from Virginia. Nathan 
Roberts, grandfather of the subject of this 
sketch, a native of Maryland, settled at a 


point opposite to the present city of Cin- 


Revolutionary 


einnati before there was any town there. 
He entered a tract of land, but afterward 
lost it because of leaving it. 

Mr. Edward Roberts was raised upon a 
farm; at the age of twenty-two he enlisted 
in the 76th Reg. Ind. Vols., Co. D, and 
served three mouths. He enlisted a second 
time in Co. D, 137th Ind. Vols., in which 
he remained till the end of the war. He 
was in all of the battles of his regiments, 
and was a good soldier. He saw service 
at Atlanta and other points of the same 
campaign. 

After the war he came home and worked 
at house-carpentering for some twenty 
years. He is now engaged in a general 
merchandise business at Bryantsburgh, Jef- 


ferson county. He also has the postoffice 


at that place. He was trustee of Shelby 
In 1873 he was 
married to Miss Mary J. Mitchell, of Jeffer- 


son county; no issne. 


township for one term. 


Mr. Roberts is an 
energetic, honest business man, and a good 
eitizen. 


DAN. A. ROBERTS, farmer, Smyrna 
township, was the son of Dan. and Ann 
(Walker) Roberts, both of 
born and raised in Lanecastershire, Eng- 
land. They came to the United States 
about 1844, and loeated in Jefferson coun- 
ty, Ind. 

His father taught school in this county, 


whom were 


and bought a farm, and remained here for 
about two years, when he went to Cinein- 
nati, Ohio; remained there until 1848, when 
he went to Louisville, Kentucky, where he 
died of cholera in 1849. 
still living on her farm in this county, aged 


Tlis mother is 


67 years. 

Dan. A. Roberts was born in Hamilton 
county, Ohio, January 15, 1846, removed 
to Louisville, Ky., with his parents, in 
1848, and remained there until 1855, when 
he removed with his mother to Jefferson 
county, Ind., where he has resided ever 
since. j 

He attended school in Louisville, and in 
Smyrna township. In 1869 he was mar- 
ried to Miss Perintha E. Robinson, the 
daughter of John Robinson, who was a 
native of Ohie, but came to Indiana in 
1847, and located ona farm in Graham 


Biographical and Historical Souvenir for the Counties of Clark, Crawford, Harrison, Floyd, Jefferson, Jennings, 
Scott, and Washington, Indiana, Chicago Printing Company, Chicago, 1889, pg. 261 
(https://archive.org/details/biographicalhistoOOinchic, accessed 24 Mar 2019). 
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Figure 17.2 


West Fork Baptist Church — Edward Roberts,i7; Preaches Sermon 
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ke Mak xt Ba ante puedo) 
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"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128. 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 
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Figure 17.3 


Mary Jane Awarded Pension 


JOONSON, HIVeErielu, Lu, 


| bi 
Mrs. Mary Roberts, of Bryants- | d; 


burg, widow of Edward Roberts, a 
civil war soldier, has been granted a 
pension of $30 a month. Alfred 
Downer, a Spanish war soldier, has | th 


been granted a pension of $17 a/jn 
month. Emerson Lemen was the|di 
attorney in both instances. 1 


Madison (IN) Daily Herald, 15 Jul 1922, pg. 4 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 17.4 
West Fork Baptist Church — Edward Roberts;17) Elder 
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"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128. 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 


S 


397 


+ 


= 


Figure 17.5 (3 pages) 
West Fork Baptist Church — Edward Roberts;i17] Charges 
18 1868 
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"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128. 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 
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Figure 17.6 
Edward siasateale Sed and ery Jane Mitchell Marriage Record 
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"Indiana Marriages, 1811-2019," database with images, FamilySearch 


(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9392-HLSC- 
13?i=389&cc=1410397&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVBQP-C6Z : accessed 28 Nov 


2021), Jefferson > 1873-1878 > image 390 of 649. 
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Figure 17.7 


Edward Roberts,i7] Resignation as Trustee 
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Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 24 Nov 1880, pg. 3 (newspaperarchive.com). 
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Figure 17.8 
1880 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 


csv0.) C. 
- Me ) Note A.—The Census Year begins June 1, 1879, and ends May 31, 1880. 
m ' 
{ Note B.—All persons will be included in the Enumeration who were living on the Ist day of June, 1880. No others will. Children BORN SINCE 272 i 
qypenigor's Dist. No. i June 1, 1880, will be OMITTED. Members of Families who have DIED SINCE June 1, 1880, will be INCLUDED. | 
sip P | 
Note C.—Questions Nos. 13, 14, 22 and 23 are not to be asked in respect to persons under 10 years of age. 
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"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4240599-00161?pId=19218070 : accessed 
28 Nov 2021), Indiana > Jefferson > Shelby > 132 > Image 11 of 34. 
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Figure 17.9 
Appointments of US Postmasters —- Jefferson County, Indiana (1887) 
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Appointments of US Postmasters — Jefferson County, Indiana (1897) 
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Figure 17.11 
1897 Register of Civil & Military Service 


1, 1897.] POST-OFFICES AND POSTMASTERS. 89 
Indiana. 
: Com- Com- 
Post-office. County. Postmaster. pensa- Post-oftice. County. Postmaster. ensa. 
tion * lta, 
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Wells L 


Wm. J. McDonald b 
M.C. Russell.....| 28.83 |] Calvertville 
N. Roberts ....... Cambria .-... 


Mary A. Morgan - . 
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B. F. Cresenberry Warren . C. G. Dick -....-.. 137, 27 
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Harrison.....| Clara Habermel .. Union. Benjamin Dare...) 49.13 
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G.G. Martin......| 240.98 
L.B. McCarthy...) 888.07 


Brick Chape) 


Michael Rising...} 45.03 || Cason.- William P.Sloan.| _73.30 
Bridgeport Enoch Hoffman ..| 584.59 |] Cass - Andrew J.Conley| 161.20 
Bridgeton . George Kerr ..... 286. 06 || Cassville J. A. Shaffer. 66. 11 
Bright... pei Cottingham| 130.67 |] Castle -.- J. A. Crous 54.02 
Brighton Jacob H. Lint ....| 160.12 || Castleton ¥. M. Pilcher 269, 44 
Brightwoo John C. Burkline. i 91. 74 
Brimfield -. C. W. McMeans .. 144,36 
Brinckley.. -| M.D. Meranda ... 105, 20 
Bringhurst C. A. Briggs.....- 38, 80. 
Bristol. H. W. Kantz ..... TA8. 81 
Bristow Wn. H. Lamman . 81. 24 
Broadpark. J. W. Parker ..... . Cedargrove 175.16 
Bromer .. 36. 53 || Cedarlake 126. 67 
Walter Hunt..... 24. 22 || Cedarville . 76. 76 
Cedarwood 36. 68 
: Celestine 169. 23 
yn... 

Brooksburg . Celina 15. 46 

Brookston . 
Brookville. 66, 34 
Brown... enter....... 188. 53 
Brownell Felix Nusbaum ..| 54. 65 || Centerpoint - 333, 62 
Brownsburg . A.L.Webb.......| 504. 08 || Centersquare 61.77 
Brownstown. Hamlin Smith....| 792.07 || Centerton --. 146. 58 
Browns Valle: Thomas F. Patton| 127.04 || Centervalley C. E. Johnson - 65. 20 
Brownsville George W.Cline..| 269.12 || Centerville Emelie King 617. 78 
Bruce Lake H.W. Wynn.....| 94.46 || Central... -| W. F. Blake....-.| 134,48 
Alfred Gude - 311. 80 || Central Barren William H. Kast -| 20.81 
Cerro Gordo 2 -| J. I. Johnson -.-.- 42,45 
. Lee F. Davisson..| 605.15 
Brvan 2 E. A. Brooks ...-- 53.39 
Bryant Creek -| Orange.......| George W. Danner] 75. 38 
Bryantsburg -| Randolph ....|S. Chamness...--. 18. 96 
Bryantsvill .| Jennings.....|J.H. Callicott....| 34.19 
Bu Cok Ippecanoe -- a C.W.Inderrieden| 155. 24 
Buckeye. Huntington ..| S.S. 3 .|F.M. Runyan ..-.| 927.34 
Buckskin Gibson....... , 3 c Charlottesville. : -| Thomas E. Niles -} 325. 09 
Bud ..... Johnson b Chase .. -| Benton... James I’. Quyle ..| 92. 94 
Buddha... John Beasley..... 30. 36 || Chelsea. -| Jefferson S. D. Mills......-.] 55.32 
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Buffalo .... i William Jordan ..| 163.79 || Chesterfield - -| Madison .....| W. I. Trueblood .| 146.81 
Buffaloville W.F. Kitchen....| 111,55 |) Chesterton. -| Porter ....-.-| Fred F,Morony..| 822.58 
ufkin .. J.¥F. Hinch....... 57.91 || Chesterville -| Dearborn ....| Henry Garrison..| 44.50 
Bunkerhill. William T. Wilson} 400.08 || Chestnut ... -| Jackson ...-- D. Alice Smith ...| 46.21 
Burchard .. A.B. Hall ........ 12.14 ' Chestnut Hill .........--. Washington .!H.N.Thompson .! 37.43 


"U.S., Register of Civil, Military, and Naval Service, 1863-1959," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2525/images/40411_1821100517_0823- 
00100?pId=3040129 : accessed 28 Nov 2021), 1897 > Volume 2 > Image 99 of 1486. 
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Figure 17.12 


1900 United States Federal Census — Monroe Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 
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Figure 17.13 
1910 United States Federal Census — Monroe Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 
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Figure 17.14 
1920 United States Federal Census - Monroe Township, Jefferson beac, Indiana 
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Figure 17.15 
Edward Roberts,i7; Death Certificate 
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Figure 17.16 
Edward Roberts,;i7) Will 


The LAst Will ena Testeamerm of Edward Robart es, 


T Edward Robert's considering the uncertainty of this mortal life and the cer- 


tainty of Death and being of souna mind and memory do make and Publish this my last 
will and testament in mamer and form as follows; 


IT give and beqiesth unto my beloved wife (Mary J. Robert s) 
and personal property and every thing of 


all of my real estate 


value that I may die seized of a my decease, | 


In Witness Whereof I have hereunto se my hand and seal this 22 day of 


April, 1890. 


Edward Roberts (seal) 


The above will was subseribed by Edward Roberts the Tettator inthe presence of each of 


us and declared by himto be his last will and t est amert and we @ his reqgiest sign our 


names hereto as attesting witnesses, 


James H, Smith, Jefferson Co. Ind. 


Horace 0. Woodfill, Jefferson Co. Ind. 


PROOF OF DEATH AND WILL, 
State of Indiana, Jefferson County, 48.; 
Emerson Lemen being duly sworn upon his oath depeses and says that Rdeard 
| Roberts departed this life onthe 15th day of February, 1922, and further says not. 


Emerson “Lemen, 


| Sabseribed and sworn to before me, this lath day of Juna, 1923, 


Harry =.Nichols, Clerk. 


"Indiana, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1798-1999," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9045/images/007646282_00276?pId=383827 : accessed 
28 Nov 2021), Jefferson > Will Records, Vol G, 1916-1924 > Image 276 of 333. 
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Figure 17.17 (3 pages) 
Edward Roberts;:i7; Probate Records 


Page 33 
In the matter of the ) 
ay ) 
estate of Probate of Will. 
Edward Roberts, deceased, ) 


Come now Lemen and Cooper attormeys, in their own proper person, and file 
and present to the Court a paper writing purporting to be the Last Will and Testament 
of Edward Roberts, late of Jefferson County, in the State of Indiana, deceased, and 


at the same time appeared James H, Smith, who being first duly sworn upon his oath 


testified that he has carefully examined the instrument of writing purporting to be 


t 
he last will and testament of Edward Roberts, deceased, late of said County, bearing 
date April 22,1890 


4 


, and this day produced for probate in the Jefferson Circuit Court, 
th F ; 
fat he was acquainted with James H, Smith and Horace C. Woodfill, who appear to be 


sub i : 
Scribing witnesses thereto, and that they were both competent at the date of attest- 


ne 


in 
€ the same so to do and that said subscribing witnesses to his personal knowledge 
are both dead, 


Ps 


5 ae dee SS SS = 


And said James H, Smith further says that he was well acquainted with the 
handwriti / 
riting of said Edward Roberts, the testator, and with the hand writing of said 


Bz ETE 


subscribj : 
ibing witnessés and tmt the signatures to said instrument purporting to be 


that of Said testator and of said witnesses are true and genuine; that at the date 
eae when said instrument appears to have been executed, said testator was over 
he age of 21 years and as affiant believes competent to devise his property. 
. Said affiant further says that he has been many years, and now is, the 

Of said County, and lived in the vicinity of said testator and said witnesses 


at the dat ; 
© of said will and said witness, James H. Smith, was the father of affiant. 


Received 25 Nov 2019 from Jefferson County Clerk, 300 E Main St #203, Madison, Indiana. 
Source: Probate Order Book 28 (1923-1924), pgs. 33, 34, 157. 
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Page 34 


14, 1923. 192 | 


EDWARD S. ROBERTS, 


ge, June 


Y, HON. 


s said paper writing to probate as and for the 


WHEREUPON the Vourt now admit 


true and genuine Last Will and Testament of said decedent, Edward Roberts, deceased, 


Snith is reduced to writing, signed by him, ana 


and the testimony of said James H. 
ficate of Probate is now endorsed thereon, as requi reg 


attached to said will, and a Certi 


by law, and said will, together with the proofs thereof and Certificate of Probate 
, ’ 


endorsed thereon are now by the Clerk of said Court ig 
will, together with the proofs thereof and certificate of 


y recorded in the Will Records 


of said Court, and which 


probate thereon are in the words and figures following, towit: (here insert) 


In the matter of the ) 
estate of Appointment of Administrator with the will annexed, 
Edward Roberts, deceased. ) 

Comes now Emerson Lemen, in his own proper person, and files his duly 
verified application in writing, for the appointment as administrator with the will 


annexed of the estate of Edward Roberts, late of Jefferson County, Indiana, deceased, 


land in which application he shows to the Court that said decedent died the owner of a 
|personal estate of the probable value of One Hundred Dollars that will come into his 


hands as such administrator. 


And at the same time said Emerson Lemen files the waiver and request of 


Mary Roberts, widow of said Edward Roberts, deceased, for the appointment of said 
Emerson Lemen as such administrator with the will annexed, 


WHEREUPON the Court now appoints the said Emerson Lemen as such administrator 


7 


with the will anneced of the estate of Edward Roberts, deceased, fixing the penalty of 
his bond as such administrator in the penal sum of Two Hundred Dollars,($200), and comes 
now said Emerson Lemen and accepts said appointment, and files his bond as such adminis- 
trator in the penal sum of $200.00 with Mary Roberts as surety thereon, and which bond 
being seen and examined by the Court and being in due form as required by law is 


approved by the Court, and now the said Emerson Lemen is duly sworn to discharge the 


duties of his said trust, according to law, and.a copy.of his said oath is now endorsed 


on said bond as required by law, and letters of administration are now duly issued to 


the said Emerson Lemen, and which application, waiver and request, bond, oath and 


etters read in the words and figures following, towit: (here insert) 
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Page 157 


ist DAY, HON. EDWARD S. ROBERTS, Judge, oct over 1,1923.192 


In the matter of the 


estate of : Report and Resignation, 
Rdward Roberts, deceased, ) 

Comes now Emerson Lemen, administrator with the will annexed of the estate 
of Edward Roberts, deceased, and as such administrator now files and presents his 
duly verified report and resignation iff said estate, which report and resignation 
reads in the words and figures following, towit: 

"state of Indiana ) 

ss. 
Jefferson County ) 

In the Jefferson Circuit Court, 

October Term, 1923. 
In the estate of ) , 
Edward Roberts, deceased. 
Report and Resignation. 

Emerson Lemen, administrator 
with the will annexed, ) 

The undersigned, administrator of said estate, shows to the Court that he 
was appointed administrator of said estate to obtain the cash due on war saving 
stamps at maturity. 

He is chargeable with 20 war saving stamps cashed $100.00 

He is chargeable with the following as show by 
Voucher No, 


1. Harry E.Nichols,Cjerk, court costs, including the probate 
of the will of, decedent, transfer of lots and recording 


will in recorder's office $12.15 
Self, services.as administrator , $10.00 
2. Mary Roberts, widow, sole beneficiary on 
distribution, 77.85 
; Total $100.00 


Said administrator shows to the court that he has paid out and distributed 
all money coming into his hands as administrator and he hereby resigns as such 
administrator with the will annexed and he prays that this report may be approved 
and his resignation as suchadministrator with the will annexed be accepted, 

3 Emerson Lemen, Administrator, 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of Aygust ,1923, 
; Harry E.Nichols, Clerk." 

And the Court having seen and examined said report and vouchers thereto 
attached, and being fully and fairly advised in the premises, finds the same true 
and correct in all things, and that said report should be approved and confirmed, 
and said resignation accepted, and said administrator with the will annexed should 
be declared fully and finally discharged from the duties of his said trust. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED AND ADJUDGED BY THE COURT that said report be and 
the same ig hereby in all things approved and confirmed, and said resignation is 
hereby accepted, and said administrator with the #ill1 annexed is hereby fully and 
finally discharged from the duties of his said trust. 
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Figure 17.18 
Mary Jane Roberts Death Certificate 
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Appendix 17.1 


Excerpts from Edward's Civil War Pension File (38 pages) 


Edward's complete pension file is composed of 279 images and was obtained in April 2017 from the 
National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC. 
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Edward's Declaration for Invalid Army Pension — Filed 25 Sep 1869 
(3 pages) 


‘DECLARATION FOR INVALID ARMY PENSION. 


) 
STATE as 8 
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edged... of 7... years, a resident off , in the County | 
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f akt- lak - 


when enrolled je was a Meterfp cn. LOPS as : 
he hereby appoints T. HE. JOHNSON, of Indianapolis, State of Indiana, his attorney in fact, with power of 
. substitutio » 2 d with imihonity tg receive his pension cer ificate. pe requesis that his pension be paid 
LUA ALL. His,Post Office address is. \ 
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Signature of Claimant. 


And for the purpose of prosecuting his claim 
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Statement of Dr. John L. Row 
Former Surgeon for 137th Indiana Infantry Volunteers 
Filed 3 Aug 1869 
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Statement of Dr. John L. Row 
Former Surgeon for 137th Indiana Infantry Volunteers 
Filed 12 Jul 1870 
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Rejection of Initial Claim -— 25 Feb 1871 
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Marriage Certificate —- 17 Dec 1873 


_ €9Parriage * License. 


State of Indiana, Jefferson County, Scot. 


THE STATE OF INBIANA TO ANY PERSON EHPOWERED BY LAW TO SOLEMNIZE MARRIAGESIN SAID COUNTY, GREETING: 


You abe Aotatiys Lady ceceLbiotegecl Lo goto Lagetihes we 
LOcastlaval viii hag 


James J. Seri ne 


2 OOS: Clerk Se offetson biteuit Bout, 


“Ip Testimony Whereef, /. 
fave heteunte ref my hand arcdaflized the seal of staid Gouik, at WMadisan, 


57 a day e of. _.... .Decenber. Ak, (8.93... 


{ Seal } co Mes. F SSTIRE ys Clerk. 
By J. ©. Roberts, D. CG. 


—-- 2 ae 


State of Indiana, Jefferson Gounty, Set 


tn said County, do certify that ore the 3 Fi AAP Off cree DCCL EP coon 3 
18 .73......, Z joined together as Husband and Wife 


__ Edward. Rob 


Given under my hand, this .347_ day Of... B@Ce 


$28. 8, Lanham | 


State of Indiana, Jefferson County, ss: 
Harry bo Nichol s 


Wes Clerk aes the Jefferson Circuit Court, and Custodian 
of the ee Records of said County, Do Heresy Certiry, that the above and forego- 
ing isa tue, full and complete transcript from the Marriage Records of said County, of the 
Marriage) License issued to 


_twerég Roberts oo and Mary J. Mitchell 


and alsojof the Certificate of Marriage of said parties, and that the same now so stands of 
a ny office. ; 
In Testimony Wuereor, I hereunto subscribe my name, and affix the 


Seal of said Court, now in my office at the City of Madison, on this, 


the__25th... day of __February A. ~D«. xBgex_1922. 


& Yael okey. Cesk, Lae 
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Disability Affidavit — Filed 16 Apr 1880 (2 pages) 
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Whe Have Tread tue Cree Qune Ueey bivchangt “fh li Za pasate ae 
Is - during all of the said time my physical ‘condition and ability to satel manual labor has been as follows :. 
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and I certify that I read said affida- 
vit to said affiant, and acquainted him with its contents beforé he executed the same. I further certify that I am 
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Examining Surgeon's Certificate — Dr. J. T. Matthews 
3 Mar 1881 


1. ‘EXAMINING SURGEON'S CERTIFICATE 4 


_ IN THE CASE OF AN ORIGINAL APPLICANT. 
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Physician's Affidavit —- Dr. James R. Lewis 
3 Mar 1881 


PHYSICIAN’S AFFIDAVIT. 


_ TAKE NOTICE.—This affidavit should, if possible, be in the handwriting of the affiant; the marginal instructions should 
be carefully observed before writing out the statement. All the facts in possession of affiant as to the origin and continuance of 
the disability should be fully set forth, and the dates of treatment should be specifically given. If the affidavit is prepared from 
teemoranda in possession of the physician, that fact should be stated. 
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well known to me to be reputable and entitled to eredif, and who being duly sworn, declares in relation to the aforesaid case as 


follows : 
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Examining Surgeon's Certificate 
Drs. Jeremiah Richardson, Charles H. Green, & James P. Cope 
8 Jun 1882 


7 Aarhus) \ : 


1 EXAMINING SURGEON'S CERTIFICAT l 


; IN THE CASE OF AN ORIGINAL APPLICANT. 
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Affidavit of Edward Roberts -— 14 Sep 1882 (2 pages) 
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Deposition J — Dr. Jeremiah Roberts;16) 
26 Dec 1884 (2 pages) 
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aera son an tloaacne th | cpap we be. ae Die See, - 
CO AQLMEAL... L atti Certs. hatitetak 


OM Sgr diate glia 
LHe pg int ali 


Deponent. - 


: Suctn al ve, ctrl yeh WE eee 2 re 2¢ Sek ae dayy of — ADGe : 
af 8h anil a tiijy that the comiends wile cn by mad te nowt 10 owe tofole hi ining. 


.  Speciaf7, waminer, 
[1519 100 ML] ELECTROYS. ~ 


Deposition L -— Dr. Samuel B. Lewis 
26 Dec 1884 (3 pages) 


(3—456.) 


DEPOSITION ...... Y. ae 


Case of Crhanaaals haba... , No. 424 6¢2 


On this. diy va ee Ake er. Pn ee IEE ~, at 
mee RLMIDIARL geod County Y. ih, LOA ADIAL coon 7 


YZ C Ceatte aiathed tlhe? 2 


(£13 100,000.) 


LI LEBER Daal, Med Le ee 4 OF baaitl! (bat00de 
sii, 6 abMbok,..| Mii... cedet._Caccaae Healer Llti fb Mte PE 
, A 


a ae ad Aadiaciga pees kL. aoe he. LO EMMKL... 


Node Mit why Zn, a 
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to tat. Ok: oe am: ae Te foes an ae 


etb 9 op CP. CL ae ei ads ee 
ob ACh! LM denna ae best ae Se ae 


Fel ae I (A ON EO OM al 8 | OE ee ee ee ae ee ee ee ea 


ly ede tg.... gi ast, ibe Ly. * ah as —_ fet oe 


ui 


fA, rater He OWE 5-4 
Se Special Bslaminer 


Undated Letter of Dr. J. R. Lewis to Unknown Recipient 


a awh “pol manag Ge taney forth a 
L devi jus, PALS, Mode 


Wh able a aceeant df) on cleaned - 
Nae A allen ds OA. Hectic of He frre. 
shes ion pe ae a ee 
se . on lew tfircht, Walls fla mas 


Between Dec 1884 and Nov 1885, about 20 additional depositions were taken of Edward, brother 
Jeremiahtie) (as his physician), other physicians, and family friends in an effort to establish the 
validity of Edward's claim of disability resulting from the gunshot wound and sunstroke. These are 
not included her for brevity, but scanned images can be found in Edward's Civil War Pension folder. 
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Original Invalid Claim — Approval 
11 Jan 1886 


ro pr | 
ao! ing wi _ B-125,) 4 


‘po,& | 
¢ State, i EON Re Suet get tig iatstcta at ; Regiment, mo a ao, Wits. Be Piiae ce detect mies 
Fas 22 ATOM 

SN aha me erie oy ro sp a teem tem ih to Nad hen Nl i ce SiN opine mgr Speman pl i a gf se nn ana lm nah bomen tact ai han ep ee ot a ert pi aap eamagenrmminpe de \ 
Se ra ac a | 
> daca ae Me 
— | 
Bicatss peas. ATTORNEY = ! 
iS cheer tiadhinr piscine Oo elec ee ua ee | Fee $ PO cee, Agent __-xnnencen.... tO pay. : 
(pO Lah Md: Wule — Matra (Une Articles fléd) ja ne nett eeenebenee , 18 : 
i 
; APPROV ALS: % 

Submitted tm fee VUCCAEY A fae Benes » 18855 WS CO: Lo Me 

Disabled by -. L, 


\S ears 

Ae . 
Aly blir. Rf fon S boar wit Zand TO. Lehi 

eter ean tales Be eat ect cde: os: 


Lb nick Rem, AIL ER I “es es row Ay, 


ete ertne® rte CB ow Ee wl BIG - 
Sings ee a acre Lise enki tala og, oe Cee pee 
nc ns, Ne On ee OE nie any 


Increase Invalid Pension — Approval 


18 May 1886 
Reproduced at the = ) (e185) | | 
- ye & APICAL. INVALID PENSION, “ 
~ Ay ; 


\ 


Claimank: &, Rms To 60 cbeetT 
z oe eo Be Rank, Gj | 
County, a : Gomnany, . Ae oe 
CL Prac. Regiment, / 6 J Grec CoCr 

tijen Soacad # Wi fitly anya Bra tee AG 
Rate, $ Cy per month, commencing Sprit ' if I§se f- 


€ 


6 


State, 


Disabled b Led feretiilivn ft On Se 
Submitted yoo 22,1, by a. , Examiner. 


P Ss 
Approved for ae A fires 1 APE re FE | Approved ik Aha ace (les BAe 
2280 gee Hern oor : Ue ee Ce we 


ian actirc thine ae Ae tts. | Ya — Ape ‘a J Pe 


hee ieee CUM ee OO 4. fed? fe» 


(ML PLp, Ce 
Chay aXe, “a- Reviewer. ies ait, 4 Med. Referee. 


Discharged | gif - BE A Certificate surrendered ,18 

Original application filed 18 Last puidai§ 2 , ie I8 
ap B76 

Increase application filed Zz a JG BG | 


Pemscened Wie, SE “ YE 3 from Mipe 2 Zz 18 6 £4at $ a per month 
a : 
for ie) 


. L by bint tater 
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Increase of Invalid Pension 
Filed 13 Feb 1888 


: Repeduced atthe ee 
a ! a 146.) 


“4 <) INVALID: PENSION. i 


es 


REISSUE TO ALLOW ADDITIONAL DISABILITY. 


Ga po rere CSS elu rerte earns per month, commencing ...QA-4- f &€E CEA IND LD OO 


0. 


—s 
Fee, a- Seat 5 Agent poses to pay. 
| Articles filed Had Ld. sss ss 


4 AM 

en APPROVALS. wo : 
Approved for WADDUR DAK p di Of NAMEMAL EL ob Litt. LTLEL. OLE E 
Submitted C4 %& thes os S See  ileainan 


Apri red for Min. aid, 


Approved for —4 


Mb pry: fp WOE L. ee Ie. Be 


piston OF CLAIMS AND FORMER ACTION. 
j oT 20 ~ F 
Discharged —---._----:_----<St£é lp 5 ne 186%.|| Last paid to, $f = 


J A RE t$.2Ze_, tor Lee dpe pnt Hiae 


SC pet a Ta 


¥ 
PRESENT CLAIM. 


16. ates 


Lt, LG 
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General Affidavit — Filed 25 Jul 1892 


Reproduced at the National Archives 


GENERAL AFFIDAVIT 
This should be sworn to before a Crunk or Court, Norary Pusiic, WHO HAS A SEAL. If sworn to before a Justice of the Peace without seal, 


the Crmrx or CourT MUST ATTACH HIS CERTIFICATE, showing the official capacity of such Justice of the Peace, 
and that his signature is genuine. 7 


aoe County of; 
Ve 316g 3 5+ 


: ” Lal Me L_ Regiment. lindas e. 
On ial day of. tht. 189 J., before me...A. Hh i adits. 
ra 


See eee within and for the County nd State aforesaid, 


personally appeared. ChuretAplinh aged 4 J years, whose post- ofjice address is 
«i 
copay County of | 2 ee State of! Ov Meann.. 
well known to me to be réputabié and entitled to credit, and who, being duly sworn according to law, wpon 


04th declares, that 


olla os 


Goth PMS Maelo 


SU 


‘Iwo witnesses required when mark is made. 


Affiant’s Signature. 


Attest by to 


witnesses who 


Affiant’s Signature. | 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, this... bb iay of £2 = eee a ae 
and 1 certify that the contents of the foregoing affidavit * ayy ri and fully 
made known to affiants ier making oath to the sante, F geble oy ue no in- 

43 i 


terest in this matter. ue 
\Z (o82 , 


Official Westie: as 
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Response to Questions from Department of the Interior, Bureau of Pensions 
Filed 1 Oct 1898 


Washington, D.C, OLfbi LF, 189§. 


Ste: ; 
‘Will you Kindly answer, at your earliest convenience, the questions enumerated below? The 


information is requested for future use, and it may be of great value to your family. 


Very respectfully, W 4 
Commissioner. 


No. i. Are tn a married man? If so, Witt L, ease state your wife’s fall name, and her maiden name. 


amailane’ a fae we Inar 0. HAUACALLA oN a te lala tg ol in hag asta 
@ a 7 Bee (2 [973 


——- No. 2. .When, where, and by whom were you anaeere Answer: 
at fhelestel Db ta A IrTelal oo yg lier 


No. 3. What record of marriage exists? Answer: 


sags Snpchczmr $iffertna Cm Sind ae 


No. 4, Were you previously married? If so, please state the name of your former wife and the 


date and place of her death or divorce. a): ae 


No. 5. |Have you any children living? If so, please state their names and the dates of their 


; birth. Answer: //) ae a aaa a ick eee eae oe ee Fg ee 


Date of i a ‘oe 7 
| | Soom ad Wake i 


(Signature.) 
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Increase Invalid Pension — Filed 5 Jul 1890 


; ; a 
Cc DPIZED ATTORNEY. 
ae Sen Fee, $---. LO x Eee ee eae 


‘ Ocoee Lituidoen, Grads. | B-Nsiinks ike frst |) eee enna eae Da Dee ere eT j1 Bien 


APPROVALS. 


Approved for (LCELELGIHZA & 
po Submitted — Paste he ; eT? gt LE 
“Approved for Httatacteced <Ymdee Wadena! aver || Approved for Z fences ep a a los aa eae accas 


tc inh pf ra NLM tet Seine ES isis nie eigen bana 


ear d. Reviewer. 

en 

ee Med. Referee. 
Ate 

AND FORMER ACTION. 


“oy aah LE. 


Bee. = = sential aoe ee gp edema tan teeta 


a OH ats 4, 


oh | PEELE. Boron GO, ui 
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Between 13 Oct 1900 and 12 Nov 1900, nine depositions and questionnaires were completed by 
Edward and other family friends in support of Edward's claim. 
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Declaration for Service Pension Increase 
Under the Act of February 6, 1907 
Filed 7 Jul 1911 


Declaration for Service Pension, oxczzas:, 


Under the Act of February 6, 1907. 


+o 


~ 


STATE OF INDIANA, eh 
COUNTY OF JEFFERSON.) 


ON HTS ok fu fa. day of 


‘personally appeared before me, duly authorized to administer oaths, within and for the County and State aforesaid, 


sa (Cl UU Ces Sama cat 2 
sisi ot Ba RHF... Bh eters 


who, being duly sworn according to law, declares he is a pensioner of the United States, enrolled at the Indianapolis 


., A. D., one thousand nine hundred and ff. 


Pension Agency at the rate of... {E-- Regs dollars per month, Certificate Nan paca 3 2 a 


That he was in Ca L NPS fg 


AAD spcessie testa Linas tt atte pec get unceasie caeretes crate at trenrpea eats Y Otway ae 


i (Signature of claimant.) 

j 

D sctesseeceustes \ 
ee fed zondeelencanv eens eopnadurcasauprcipecastiends spas 

(Two witnesses who write sign here.) 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this... Lr Mess di 


certify that the contents of the above declaration, etc., were fully made known and explained to the applicant before 


feces A.D. 19.4..., and I do hereby 


swearing; and that I have no interest in the prosecution of this claim. 


(Official character.) 


UY 


, Law Division. 


c ¢ 
ner ei 
Mee St 
- ged SE 

i 
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Magistrate's Certificate from Family Bible — 24 Jul 1911 


Cart. 316,335, 
Edward Rohérts, 
N,1s’ Indsinf. Vols. 


‘State of Indiana, 3) - 


defferson County, } 


i, Harry Lemen, @ Notary Public in and for said Jefferson county, 


wa 


tate of Indiana ,d9 héraby make and certify that this 24th day of 


entry: " Edward Roberts born August 7th,1iS59 " and the above eniry 


WITNESS MY HAND and 
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Reissue Approval 
Act of February 6, 1907 
4 Aug 1911 


yok (Oriven BT ae~ 


62 _ ACT OF FEBRUARY 6, 1907. | ‘ 


iA fi Salerno LLANALLMC LA Regiment, ae ?LECLA, GC OT... LE 
Raté, $... A o .per month, commencing __ ~ezedegz—.. LO je Vash. Neate cantar eee 


~% , 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE. es 


(Order April 25, 1907.) 


’ CIVIL, WAR 


re . ip ae 7 nee TIE 
{ Enliste = Vey <b a a « 186 ZF honorably discharged S--VO AE (ZO * 186 ot 
a Enlisted - GOAL ay ar ra 136 A honorably discharged soe Gir L- 2S, STA Y a : 


, 18 


Enlisted a ee ; honorably discharged . i ges She NS. 


: ri ates e ae 
YW Date of wok 


J Age shows thy evidl rice co rc csecectrentree rete ass Z es ceee eesbrtp patiasal uma years. 


Claimant dpes alle estti® 


6—810 ae ae RY eee 
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Declaration for Pension Increase 
Under the Act of May 11, 1912 
Filed 3 Jun 1912 


“(NCREASE.) 
DECLARATION PUR PENSION, 


Under the «Act of May- ff, 1912. 


: -+Qo—- 
STATE OF INDIANA, {ss 
Jefferson County, : 


ON THIS .. 3B seal. 


personally appeared before me, duly authorized — oaths, within and for the County and State aforesaid, 


Pension Agency at the rate of. / “d 2. eee To dollars per month, Certificate wo. Gg. Peres a 


That ind was honorably discharged after servitig more than 0.00000... Sessa deeds eect days years in the War of the Rebellion, 


ms | TUT y. 


aud that he served in _ 


BN before me, this .. 


a 
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Reissue — Act of May 11, 1912 
24 Mar 1913 


Reproduced at the National Archives 


\ 


ATTORNEY OR STATE SepaRaENTA EDIE, UA sen. 
(Order April 25, 1907.) AL Re¥- i 


DN SET nee hE ed eg ER 


© 2p ae ne aC rie EN 


APPROVAL. 


Submitted for d tos titled. ‘a Lee ps. , 19 
pier a for ee Rate a ae 


Aa ANETD AEAYYS TITVE” 


Kongth of pensionable service: 9 years, wee. months, 2S. days” v 


- 

| 

| 
Deductions in service from any cause: 7. Seapets SO MNG IR 5 sso ppt fray 

| | 

4 

| 


f 


(a3 Z ee. 3; honorably discharged 24<72-7 
Enlisted __... [JZ 18 3 honorably discharged ene 18 


/ Weéngth of pensionable service: an es years, SF months, 


V Pensioned at §. YA TG Sia per month, under Cadet boy LIA ns sees 


PRESENT CLAIM, ACT OF MAY 11, 1912. 


(- Péclaratiop-fied ee 


4 Meo shown w éeTeenee: pa ee scot years; date of birth: Lg od, 187, fe 
af 


if einen dogs ~~ __ write. ‘ 
\ ot * 

rg ‘e; 68317 ee oe 0, TL 

i —_ * 
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Response to Questions from Department of the Interior, Bureau of Pensions 
Filed 2 Apr 1915 


Reproduced at the National Archives 


3-889 


: DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . 
Be so : BURE:\U OF PENSIONS : 


Wasurneton, D. C., January 


Sm: Please answer, at your earliest convenience, the questions enumerated lew: The information 
is requested for future use, and it may be of great value to your widow or children. Use the inclosed 
envelope, which requires no stamp. 

Very respectfully, y) 


EDWARD ROBERTS 
MADISON IND 


5316335 ACT MAY 
RR 9 


Commissioner. 


Ce FT... BAP iy ltt, 
No. 2. What was your post office at enlistment? Answer. . igh. ipso Sa eee cto 


No. 3. State your wife’s full name and her maiden name. Answer. hang Deg ee fee le 


No. 6. Were you previously married? If so, state the name of your former wife, the date of the marriage, and the date and place of her 


death or divorce. If there was more than one previous marriage, let your answer include all former wives. Answer. df. 2 


No. 7. If your present wife was married before her marriage to you, state the name of her former husband, the date of such marriage, 
and the date and place of his death or divorce, and state whether he ever rendered any miliary or naval service, and, if so, 
give name of the organization in which he served. Ii ae was married more than once before her marriage to you, let your 


vscectcent fevcceectnceneteetctinetctieticistisiinicniniceeeieteg open Z 
No. 8. Are you now beige x with your wile, or has there been a separation? Answer. Ure. BRA, Leng, 3 & 


oe ee ate ae Bones We Wine. Inaracel 


No. 9. State the names and dates of birth of all your children, living or dead. Answer. ee. Preven had 
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Stop Payment Report — Pensioner 
Filed 11 Mar 1922 


pepeoen f Fi 
3 1 6G apport Penske MAY 
hE. 


~—... DEPARTMENT jOF THE INTERIOR 
DE AX BUREAU OF PENSIONS 
{f 


LAW DIVISION 
FEB 27 197° 


In the above-described case a declaration filed 


~ OS ee Division indicates that said pensioner died 


eh O ZILLI AD, 19. oak 


Per LEE A - a 
& beg DISBERSING DIVISION 
Lao MAR 10 1022 -_ 192 
be a rere 
Seereeeteee SEp ee Section 00.0... 


returned by postmaster witingormiation that the 
above-described pensioner died Yor, 


ZS aa 
19... , has been canceled. *) 
E. E. Mire, 
Per 4848 9. G. Disbursing Clerk. 
FINANCE DIVISION 
en MAR 11 1992 199 


The name of the above-described pensioner who 


was we FERS ae of gRF_O asec per month 


eee et cues Pe eee en ini aay 


62249 
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Widow's Declaration for Pension 
Act of April 19, 1908, as amended 
Filed 21 Feb 1922 


cAct of April 19, 1908,a8 amended 


Widow’s Declaration for Pension.. 


and World War Statement. 


State of Indiana, County of Jefferson, ss: 


1938 


SBP ES cas can tne cinawnsiense nani soda apical elle pe Rei lacie ote aciisled a8 Se daca ets e ete ict, 


personally appeared before me, duly authorized to administer oaths within and for the County and State aforesaid, 


Mary Beberts edigituak Dupstamie ile ne ene ,aged....75. years, who being duly sworn according to law, 
as amenéed 
makes the following declaration in order to obtain the Pension provided by Act of April 19, 1908, granting pension to 


widows: ‘That she is the widow of Edward Roberts : ; who served in Co. 


Fr. 


Mozy Mitomely cums vce 


prior to June 27, 1890, to-wit: on the 


Jefferson 


g.April.6,1917. 


that she has not abandoned the support of any one of her children, but that they are still under her care and maintenance; 

that she has not in any manner engaged in, or aided or abetted, the rebellion in the United States; that no prior applica- 
i ie _ 

tion has been filed by her. Soldier was pensioned by certificate No. $185.39 5... ...j and she hereby applies for’ 


i 
ACCRUED PEnsion due soldier at date of death; that she hereby appoints, with full power of substitution and revocation 


EMERSON LEMEN, of Madison, Indiana, her attorney, to prosecute the above claim; that her residence-atdsher Post 
£ Yo * 
Office address is.|. Be FeDeF9,MeGLSOR, INGE ee ce cece necceeceeceeeneneeennenee fee 


Iw 


RR. OURS TS 8 Tika . 


fe —_— 
f bb toes On, Iga x Mary banked Ke (nerds \AS PS a 


Sworn to dnd subscribed before me, this......24S%...... day of... PEPLBSLV ccs 19BB., and I 


hereby certify ai the contents of the above declaration, &c., were fully made known and explained to the applicant in 


the presence of the witnesses, before swearing; that I have no interest in = of tHislaim. 


. Janusr 
My comniission expires Pare “ieei ee 


isi, Walhctas shes 


Widow's Pension 
Act of May 1, 1920 
30 Jun 1922 


ACT OF MAY 1, 1920. 


WIDOW'’S PENSION. 


~~" Cregiment—Ship.) 


LE BE we. LO fom 


and Sine SPOTTER a a Ses ene additional for each child, - ~ 
as follows: Bes & 


CORINA ia csectcis cote et ee ec, a 


MOOUIENCTCTN Sci a nn 
=f MSO pe si cacen teen inpaibo ache cocina * 


Clon ste ee ee gs Nk 


RECOGNiZED ATTORNEY. 


italien jane > ‘ as rigine’. i “ , reviereer. a 
be soldier was _ = FL e Mee ra a La 
“, x 

Bnlisted JALAL. Lo J sererrrnrrennn, UBL | peap aia car aa i 


I 
Dischefged CCE4 ZOE LE COTE , 1% Former marriage of soldier... ee i. a 


ve i . 
Prvsntiaet eT a i (ek Death jot former wife 


| Divorce 
Former marriage of claimant ._..... vo, i 
Death 

Divorce 


} of former husband _.. 


Clt’s marriage to soldier# 


¥ Widow's claim file 


st 7 ie / ad ; : i. OE - ad f 
AF Claimant does 7 ean write. e200 GD nie Betas H.C. M7 
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Stop Payment Notice — Widow Subdivision 


18 Dec 1935 
s : / 2 
i 
i 
epee = re sick 
{ 
} VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
Sajudicacion. Toa. bat 
Vs * : t 
: ; STOP PAYMENT NOTICE se 
i Pee a ee ‘ 
’ ra # 
é 
. : a , 
Mt wWia ivisi ow 
‘From ow Subdivision, Widows and Deyeydents Claims Service 0 
Se "(Designate Division of Central Office df Regional Office preparing form) 
TOY sels cea Dependents Accounts Subdivision, Finance Serviee,—-Room-B20 
i + (Indicate Division in Finance Service of Central Office or Accountant Regional Offics) 
Sugsucr: Stop payment on ___........--- Geath pension. $40 000 ence eee cena nnn nenmeneneececnene 
(Designate kind of award, whether ‘Term, Converted, or Automatic Insurance, Pension, Compensation, or Adjusted Compensation) 
1, Full name of payee Nye TRO a ata ee cesnnnaddnnad tg tm inate te a Sa voce nese ct 
2, Effective date of action —...- PRU i LO se eel lg ee a ceca ea cea ta aeons 
3, Reason for action .................eath 
A, Name of veteran ce 2 owerd Roberts 
Sw Pat bOds Wy. egegeseeeee ee ee macteneedcanacominei 
f (Signature and title) 
| U,S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 156-648 
BRL Now 
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Appendix 17.2 


Listing of West Fork Baptist Church Records 
Pertaining to Edward Roberts;17) 


Dates of church meetings are generally recorded in the minutes as, for example, "3rd Sat in May 
1854." Dates shown are actual calendar dates. 


Source: "Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel 
#128. Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 


e 16 Oct 1858. Preached the sermon. 

e 19 May 1861. Individuals received by experience and baptized. Elizabeth Catherine 
Nichales, Sarah Custer, Hannah Custer, Mary Elizabeth Smitha, Sarah Jane Smitha, 
Alexander W. Smitha, David Shephard, Hester Ann Shephard, Maranda Roberts[15], Henry 
Roberts[18], Mary Etta Christie, Milly Jane Hicks, Leah Margaret Hicks, Edward Roberts, 
Malinda Miner. 

e Undated. List of members united with the church since May 1862. Based on its location in 
the church records, list appears to have been made about Mar 1864 and updated from time 
to time. 

e 22 Sep 1867. Conducted Sunday services with T. D. George. 

e 9 Nov 1867. Church meeting in which he is identified as a "Minister in attendance" as an 
Elder with Elder Thomas Hill and "our Father T. D. George." 

e 18 Jul 1868. Motion made to prefer a charge against Edward for fiddling and dancing. Bros. 
Horton and Reynerson appointed as committee to visit with him and report at next meeting. 
At the 15 Aug 1868 meeting, Committee had failed to meet with him so case was deferred 
to next month. 

e 19 Sep 1868. Committee reported that Edward acknowledged the charges but would not 
give satisfactory evidence he was sorry for the act. Committee discharged. New committee 
composed of James Custer and James I. McCarty appointed to see Edward and report at 
next meeting. 

e 17 Oct 1868. Committee was not present, so the case was laid over until the next meeting. 

e 21 Nov 1868. Committee reported that they could not get a satisfactory answer from 
Edward, so motion was made to exclude him from the church. 
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is. HENRY S. (b. 17 May 1842, d. 25 Jul 1925) 
Birth: 17 May 1842 in Jefferson County, Indiana. 
Marriage & children: 9 Nov 1902 to Anna Kennard in 
Holton, Ripley County, Indiana (b. 12 Oct 1840 in Kent, 
England; d. 20 May 1922 in Oberlin, Decatur County, 
Kansas). No children. 

Death: 25 Jul 1925 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana. 


Henry was the eight child of John S.,4] and Jane Salyers 


Roberts. According to his death certificate and obituaries, he 


was born 17 May 1842 in Jefferson County, Indiana. Prior to 


Henry S. Roberts 


Henry's birth, the Roberts family was living in Switzerland From a photo album believed to have 
: belonged to Henry's brother, Jeremiah. 
County, Indiana. The 1840 census for Pleasant Township, See Chapter 7 - Jeremiah Roberts Photo 
Album. 


Switzerland County, Indiana identifies the following members 
of the Roberts household and notes that Henry's father was 
engaged in agriculture.!23 

e Male < 5 - 2 [Jeremiahrie), Edwardi7)] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 1 [Johnyi43] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 2 [Williamyji1}, Charlesyi2)] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - i [John S.j4]] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 2 [Sarahyi3}, Marandaris)] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - i [Jane] 

The family moved to Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana (the next county and 
township west of Pleasant Township) abt. 1842 where Henry's father had purchased 91 acres of 
land in portions of Section 1, T5N, R10E and Section 6, T5N, R11E. During the West Fork Baptist 
Church (WFBC) meeting held between 13 and 18 Aug 1842, his parents were accepted into the 
church by letter. The church is located less than a mile north of the family farm.*>6 

About May 1847, Henry's Aunt Elizabeth;2) left her abusive husband, Jesse Cole, and came to 
live with the family pending her divorce. Henry is found living in the family home in Shelby 
Township, Jefferson County, Indiana for the 1850 and 1860 census. Neither census indicates he 
attended school during the past year, so we do not know the extent of his education. Much of his 


youth was likely spent helping his father on the family farm and, like many of our Roberts 


1 See Figure 18.13. Henry Robertsis; Death Certificate. 

2 See Figure 18.15. Henry S. Robertsis; Obituaries. 

3 See Figure 4.3. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

4 See Figure 4.4. Newspaper Clipping - Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate (Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 19 Nov 
1879, pg. 2). 

> See Figure 4.5. John S. Roberts;4) Jefferson County, Indiana Property. 

® See Figure 4.6. West Fork Baptist Church - Johnta] & Jane Roberts Received into Membership. 


456 


ancestors, Henry became a member of WFBC on 19 May 1861, along with his siblings, Marandaris) 
and Edwardryi7}. His obituary notes that he later moved his membership to the Christian church in 
Holton, Ripley County, Indiana; however, no date for this move is given.”®910 

By Jun 1863, Henry had migrated to Point Pleasant Township, Warren County, Illinois, where he 
is identified on the registration of draft-eligible men in that Township. I have not found any record 
that may explain why he moved to Illinois. His sister, Sarahyi3;, and her husband, William Rafe 
Rayburn, had moved to Ellison Township in Warren County about 1855 where William purchased a 
tax title to 160 acres of unbroken land in section 36 of Ellison Township. Point Pleasant and Ellison 
Townships are adjacent Townships in Warren County and Henry may have moved there to work on 
the Rayburn farm. His former church, West Fork Baptist, granted him a letter of dismission on 19 
Dec 1863, 11/12,13,14 

Henry does not appear to have served in the Civil War. He remained in Warren County through 
at least 1893 - first in Lenox Township of Warren County, where he is living on the Jacob Miller 
farm working as a farm laborer, and later working on the Thomas Murdock farm in Lenox 
Township. The 1880 census also shows Henry as married; however, no spouse is listed with him 
nor have I found a marriage record or newspaper notice of his marriage in, or in a county adjacent 
to, Warren County, or back home in Indiana, between 1870 and 1880.1>16 

On 15 Oct 1893, a family reunion with most of Henry's living siblings was held at the home of 
Henry's brother, Jeremiahyie], in Holton, Indiana. In addition to Henry, the attendees included 
Sarahyi3}; Johnyi4] and wife, Elizabeth; Marandayis] and her children James, Jesse, and Dora Francis 
Demaree; Jeremiahie; and daughter, Stella; Edwardi7) and wife, Mary Jane; and Ella Jane;20). 
Charlesyi2] was unable to attend.?’ 

By 1900, Henry had returned to Indiana where he is found living with his brother, Jeremiahyie, 
and niece, Stella, on Versailles Street in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana. His occupation is listed as 
a farm hand.?8 

On 9 Nov 1902, at the age of 60 years, Henry married Anna (Kennard) Kemp in her home in 


Holton, Indiana. Anna's maiden name, Kennard, is verified by her death certificate identifying her 


7 See Figure 2.5. Elizabeth Cole;2 Bill of Complaint for Divorce. 

8 See Figure 4.7. 1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

° See Figure 4.8. 1860 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

10 See Figure 15.2. Excerpt from West Fork Baptist Church - Marandaj1s;, Edwardj17} and Henry S.t1s; Roberts Received into 
Membership. 

11 See Figure 12.4. 1863 Civil War Draft Registration - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. Under Remarks, it notes 
that Henry is "absent in Warren Cty, III." 

12 See Figure 14.4. 1863 Civil War Draft Registration - Warren County, Illinois. 

13 See Figure 13.4. Biographical Sketch - William Rafe Rayburn. 

14 Figure 18.1. West Fork Baptist Church - Henry Robertsjis) Dismissal. 

15 Figure 18.2. 1870 United States Federal Census - Lenox Township, Warren County, Illinois. 

16 Figure 18.3. 1880 United States Federal Census - Lenox Township, Warren County, Illinois. 

17 See Figure 16.6. Newspaper Clipping - Jeremiah Robertstie) Family Reunion (The Ripley Journal (Osgood, IN), 19 Oct 
1893, pg. 8). 

18 See Figure 16.7. 1900 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 


457 


father as Edward Kennard and her birthplace as Kent, England. 
Anna's husband, Robert Kemp, had passed away less than nine 
months earlier in Feb 1902.19.20.21,22 

Seven years into their marriage, Henry filed for divorce on 3 Nov 
1909 in the Ripley County Circuit Court alleging that in May 1905, 
Anna "without cause, wholly abandoned [him] and has lived apart 
from him against his wish and without his consent" since that time. 
He further alleged that as of the date of filing, Anna was living at 
R.F.D. 5, Oberlin, Kansas. Because Anna had left the state, six 
"Notices to Non-Residents" were published between 24 Nov 1909 


and 5 Jan 1910 to give Anna legal notice that Henry had filed for 


divorce and that the case would be heard in Feb 1910. The case 


; Anna Kemp Roberts 
came before the Court on 11 Feb 1910. Anna was called three times From Find a Grave 
: . ; (https://www.findagrave.com/ 
in open court, but did not appear, and a default judgement was memorial/16983120/annie- 
: oe Ge roberts : accessed 28 Ma 
entered for Henry granting his divorce.23/2425 2021). - 


In 1906, Henry's bother, Charlesji2}, passed away in Osceola, 
Nebraska. Henry was the only sibling who attempted to make the approximately 780 mile trek 
from Holton, Indiana to attend the funeral; however, he arrived a day late and missed his brother's 
services. The 1910 and 1920 census shows Henry renting a house in Otter Creek Township, Ripley 
County. The 1910 census lists his occupation as a laborer in a warehouse while the 1920 census 
lists his occupation as a laborer.2%27:28 

Henry passed away 25 Jul 1925 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana of "old age." His sister, Ella 
Jane Kennedy;20) was the informant on his death certificate. Burial was 26 Jul 1925 at the Holton 
Cemetery. It appears Henry died intestate as neither the Ripley County Clerk's Office nor the Ripley 
County Historical Society have records of a will or probate for him.29331 

It seems Henry's life was one of many struggles and hardships. He toiled in manual farm labor 
for most of his life. While he appears to have owned some property in Holton, he does not seem to 
have had much in the way of possessions. His late-in-life marriage to Anna was brief. The available 


evidence suggests he never lived on his own until his marriage, and never remarried after his 


19 Figure 18.4. Henry Robertsis; and Anna Kemp Marriage Record. 

20 Figure 18.5. Anna Kemp-Henry Robertsris; Wedding Announcement. 

1 Figure 18.6. Anna Roberts Death Certificate. 

22 Figure 18.7. Robert Kemp Death Certificate. 

23 Figure 18.8. Henry Roberts,is; Complaint for Divorce. 

4 Figure 18.9. Newspaper Clipping - Notice to Non-Residents. 

25 Figure 18.10. Court Order Granting Divorce. 

26 See Figure 12.14. Charles Robertsi12; Obituary (Osceola (NE) Record, 24 May 1906, pg. 5). 

27 Figure 18.11. 1910 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 
28 Figure 18.12. 1920 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 
29 Figure 18.13. Henry Robertsris; Death Certificate. 

30 Figure 18.14. Henry Roberts;is; Headstone. 

31 27 Jan 2020 email from Chery! Welch, Ripley County Historical Society, Versailles, Indiana. 26 May 2021 email from 
Tammy Wiley, Ripley County Clerk's Office, Versailles, Indiana. 
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divorce. He left farm labor in his late-60s to begin working in a warehouse — an occupation he held 
until his death. Despite these hardships, "Uncle Henry," as he was known, "was a friend to all and 
respected by all who knew him." He "was patient and kind during his [final] sickness and often 
expressed his desire to go home."?2 


32 Figure 18.15. Henry S. Robertstis) Obituaries. 
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Figure 18.1 
West Fork Baptist Church — Henry Roberts;is; Dismissal 
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"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128. 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 
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Figure 18.2 
1870 United States Federal Census -— Lenox Township, Warren County, Illinois 
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"1870 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7163/images/4263278_00473?pId=17504233 : accessed 
29 Nov 2021), Illinois > Warren > Lenox > Image 10 of 24. 
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Figure 18.3 
1880 United States Federal Census —- Lenox Township, Warren County, Illinois 
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"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4240564-00399?pId=31260385 : accessed 
29 Nov 2021), Illinois > Warren > Lenox > 291 > Image 18 of 24. 
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Figure 18.4 
Marriage Certificate -— Henry Roberts and Anna Kemp 


( Lee Lert +) Fe IT REME RED, That on this bd day 


To 


Mec 
¢ > 
) Sor *OVYULHtTtr 1902 the following Marriage 
TA 
does Ca “ afc ) License was issued, towit 


Indiana, to-wit: Ripley County, ss: 


TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS- GREETING : 


KNOW Ye, That any person spowered by law to solemnize Marriage, is hereby authorized to join together as 


Husband and Wife, jae stuf Lat i: dd _ana_Ceresedn. V/A < wigil 


and for so doing this shall be his 7 tent authority 


») i. 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1.. CL d se Ve a4 Jes . Clerk of the 


Ripley Cirenit Court, hereunto aebseribe my name, and affix the seal of said 


Court, at Versailles, this ; day of ALK E urn 190 2 


Mek 13 202. AL 


Clerk Ripley Cireuit Court. 


JK 4 op 
BE IT FURTHER REMEMBERED, That on this JC day of SL Vv LG , 190 The 


following Certificate was filed in my office, to-wit 


Indiana, to-wit: Ripley County: ee. ‘a 10 i yo 
LHLAAL, aol 


THIS-CERTIFIES, That I j ingd in Marriage as Husband and Wife, 


and__.._<—_! AANA a [eccegs , on the GR day of ‘ Zv li , 190 
FEO? bas tN 

Sa = ZL ; F142... 

Marriage Record Book #13, 1901-1905. Ripley County Circuit Court. Received 31 Jan 2020 from Chery! Welch, 

Ripley County Historical Society, Versailles, Indiana. 


pieord Rock 4/3 /70/-1905 
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Figure 18.5 


Anna Kemp-Henry Roberts,;is; Wedding Announcement 


Special to the REPUBLIOAN. 

Holton, Indiana, November 11.—Mar- 
ried, at the home of the bride, on 
‘Saturday, Nov. 9, at 4 o'clock p. m., 
Mrs. Anna Kemp to Henry 8. Roberts. 
Rev. Geo. Reiboldt, officiating. The 
bride is the widow of the late Robert 
Kemp, of England. Mre. Kemp was 
well known here and highly respected. 
Ste hasa lovely home, with every con- 
venience and many warm friends who 
Ul extend to her many good wishes and 
‘| hearty congratulations. The groom is 
Sithe brother of Dr. J. Roberts of this 
place, with whom be made his home 
(}until the last few months. As Mr. 
"| Roberts has lived here for many years 
he hasa hoat of friends, and young and 
1 old rejoice together for H. Roberts was 

a friend to allhe knew. The wedding 
‘}was avery quiet affair. On Monday 
evening there was quite a large and 
+, orderly crowd gathered at their home to 
‘itell them, with din and clatter, that 
they wished them « lorg and happy 
life. Aftera very short concert with 
kettles, horns and pans they were in- 
vited in and the bride and groom gave 
them a warm welcome totheir home, 
treating with cigars, applesand candy, 
after which the crowd quietly retired, 
thanking Mr. and Mrs. Roberts for 
their kind and hospitable treatment. 


Roberts-Kemp Wedding. | 


~ 


pate > bead 


a2 ~~ 2 & os @ 


4 


Versailles (IN) Republican, 12 Nov 1902, pg. 8 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 18.6 


Anna Roberts Death Certificate 
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Figure 18.7 
Robert Kemp Death Certificate 


[ PLACE GF, DEATH. : 10 5 
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va) 1 44 rae ye Day. 3 


| 
} 
| 
Age LD —years, ___4/ months, ___/. _daya. 
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1 HEREBY CERTIFY, That I nttended deceased, from 
Q 1902, 0 F229 wi 


that I last saw haewalive on? 2é~ 2% 1902, ang that 
death occurred on the date stated above, at_ 3 _ o'clock 
To the best of my knowledge and belie? the cause of death was as follows: 


Chief Cause “Sareceongtnlee ee 


by 


This entire original to be mailed 
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| Place of Deat eee, 


an 


PECIAL INFORMATION ONLY FOR HOSPITALS, INSTITUTIONS, TRANSIENTS 
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i 
| Name of Father 
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"Indiana, U.S., Death Certificates, 1899-2011," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/45232_354325-02395?pId=1000319 : 
accessed 6 Feb 2022), Certificate > 1902 > 10 > image 2396 of 2753. 


466 


Figure 18.8 (4 pages) 
Henry Roberts,;is; Complaint for Divorce 


State of Indiana 


Ripley county 5+£. 


In the Ripley Gircuit Court 


November twrm 1909. 
Hery S.Roberts ; 


Va. h / No. 


ft 
cacy secialla y Complaint for Divorce. 


the plaintiff complains of the defendant and alleges 
that plaintiff is now and has been for more than two yeare last 


past a bonafide resident of Ripley county in the state of Indiana. 
and that this plaintiff and defendant were duly married on the 


day of ae Biking , Pe 1901 and lived together as 
husband and wife until the day of May 1905. 


That on said day of May 1908, at Holton Ripey county 
Indiana, defendant without cause ,wholly abandoned plaintiff and has 
lived apart from him against hie wish and without hie consent , 
That the plaintiff and defendant seperated on said day of 
May 1905 and have not since lived or cohabited together , and that they 
are not now living or cohabiting together. 
Wherefore plaintiff eues and asks the court that the bends of 
matrimony hertefore exiating between plaintiff and defendaht be dissolve 
and that plainturf be granted a divorce and fer all proper relief. 


[Uta 4- is 


Attorney for plaintiff. 


Ripley County Circuit Court. November Term 1909. Received 31 Jan 2020 from Chery! Welch, Ripley County 
Historical Society, Versailles, Indiana. 
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State of Indiana 


Ripley county ad 


In tho Ripley Circuit Court 


November term 1909. 


Henry S&S. Roberta ar 


Va. 


Anna Roberte. 


Henry §S.Roberts being duly aworn upon his oath saya, 
that he in the plaintiff in the above entitled cause for divorce 


That said defendant is not a resident of the estate of Indixna 
but this affiant is informed and beleives that 6aid defendant now 


resides in the state of Kansas and that on orabout the first day of 
Novembar 1909 said defdendant resided near Oberlin in said satate and 


beleives her addresa to be Anna Roverat R.F.N. 5 Oberlin Kansas. 


Subscribed and eworn to before me this 3rd. day of November 1909. 


Yy commission Expires Nov.5"1912. 


Hotary Public. 
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State of Indiana 
Ripley county eS. 


In the Ripley Cirsuit Court 
November, term 1909. 


Henry S.Roherts r] 


Ve. 
4nna Roberte. 


Henry Roberts being duly eworn upon his oath ,;3ays ,that 
he is the plaintiff in the above antitled cause of action ; that he 
has been a reaident of the state of Indiana for ten fxoars last 
past , and that for two yeare last past he has been a resident of 

Holton Otter creek township Ripey county Indiana. and that ¥he is by 


occupation a farmer. 


: 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this Srd.day of November 1909. 


My coricission expires Nov. 5"1912. 


Notary Public. 
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5.8. 


Ripley county 


In the Circuit Gcurt 


November term 1909. 


Henry 5.Robertsa 


No. 
Va. 
Divorce. ¢ 


Anns Rohner te $ Affidavit of disinterested person for Publication. 


a op 
- - - = - = - -, being duly sworn upon hia oath says, that 


he is now and has been for more than three years last past a resident 


of Otter Creek township Ripley county Indiana , and that said affiant 
has know the plaintiff and defendant fdr/ in the above entitled cause 


for ten years, affiant further says that defendant, Anna Roberts is 


not a resident of the state of Indiana; that thia affiant is a disinterested 


pergon and has no interest whatever in the above entitled, oause of 
action , or the result thereof , and affiant further saye not. 


‘Subscribed and eaworn to before me this E« day of November 1909. 


ee My Sommiesion expires. 


an io how L0- "eth barre. fustce IO Ru 


Dp NES 
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Figure 18.9 


Notice to Non-Residents 
ena QT rita’ DUsvcuIUPp anu WIIe 


10 


n,; Notice to Non-Residents | , 


ee ee ee or 
— — 


ti State of Indiana, Ripley county, SS: 
»' Inthe Circuit court, February term, 1910; 
n, | snes 5, Roberts \e8 
S. 2 


Anna Roberts Divorce, 
Whereas ithas been made to appear to 
the undersigned clerk of said court by the 


{- 
A affidavit of acompetent witness, that An- 
20 na Roberts is a necessary party to the 
| above entitled suit for divorce, and that 
she is at this tlme not resident of the state! , | 
_,, | of Indiana. Therefore the said defendant , 9! 
OF | is notified of the filing and pendency of p: 
he ; the said petition, and that the same will be 
heard and determined on the first day of 
February, 1910, that being the first judicial 
dav of the next term of said court, to be 
he ; held at the courtheuse in Versailles, in 
‘said county, on the first Monday in Febru- 


V) 


nd ary.A. D. 1910, 
Witness, the clerk and sealof said court 
this [8th “ of November. 18, 1909 


Li 


ILLIAM J.KEULEY, Clerk. 
lia , Robt, A. Craigmile, Atty. fur Plaintiff. 


f. 
‘ed | 


he = Cees dents Os diet SF SEER SS Casa ae = SEEW 


Osgood (IN) Journal, 5 Jan 1910, pg. 6 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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Figure 18.10 
Court Order Granting Divorce 
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Civil Order Book VV, September 1909 to February 1911. Ripley County Circuit Court. Received 31 Jan 2020 


from Cheryl Welch, Ripley County Historical Society, Versailles, Indiana. 
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Figure 18.11 
1910 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana 
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Figure 18.12 
1920 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana 
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accessed 29 Nov 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Otter Creek > District 0165 > Image 11 of 17. 


"1920 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


Figure 18.13 
Henry Roberts;is; Death Certificate 
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Figure 18.14 
Henry Roberts;is; Headstone 


Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30077838/henry-s-roberts : 
accessed 29 November 2021), memorial page for Henry S Roberts (17 May 1842-25 Jul 1925), Find a Grave 
Memorial ID 30077838, citing Holton Cemetery, Holton, Ripley County, Indiana, USA; Maintained by KDonley 
(contributor 46927786). Photo added 25 Sep 2008 by KDonley. 
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Figure 18.15 
Henry S. Roberts;is] Obituaries 


Versailles (IN) Republican, 29 Jul 1925 
Received 31 Jan 2020 from Chery! Welch, Ripley County Historical Society, Versailles, Indiana. 
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19. Davip (b. 30 Aug 1845, d. 27 Sep 1892) 
Birth: 30 Aug 1845, likely in Jefferson County, Indiana. 
Marriage & children: Never married. 

Death: 27 Sep 1892, likely in Jefferson County, Indiana. 


David was the ninth child born to John S.,4] and Jane 
Salyers Roberts very large family. According to his headstone, 
he was born 30 Aug 1845 and passed away 27 Sep 1892. His 
birth was likely in Jefferson County, as that is where his parents 
were living at the time. Prior to David's birth, the Roberts 
family was living in Switzerland County, Indiana. The 1840 
census for Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana 
identifies the following members of the Roberts household and 
notes that David's father was engaged in agriculture.* 

e Male < 5 - 2 [Jeremiahrie), Edwardi7j] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 1 [Johnei43] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 2 [Williamyji1j, Charlesyi2)] 


David Roberts Headstone 
e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 [John S.;4)] From Rind Grave 


e Female 5 to < 10 - 2 [Sarahyi3}, Marandaris)] 
e Female 30 to < 40 - i [Jane] 


The family moved to Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana (the next county and 


township west of Pleasant Township) abt. 1842 where David's father had purchased 91 acres of 
land in portions of Section 1, T5N, R10E and Section 6, T5N, R11E. During the West Fork Baptist 
Church (WFBC) meeting held between 13 and 18 Aug 1842, his parents were accepted into the 
church by letter. The church is located less than a mile north of the family farm.?:34 

About May 1847, David's Aunt Elizabeth;2) left her abusive husband, Jesse Cole, and came to 
live with the family pending her divorce. Census records show David in the Roberts family Shelby 
Township home through 1870. He is not shown as having attended school in either the 1850 or 
1860 census, so his level of education is not known. For the 1870 census, his occupation is 


identified as farm laborer.°® 7:8 


1 See Figure 4.3. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

2 See Figure 4.4. Newspaper Clipping - Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate (Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 19 Nov 
1879, pg. 2). 

3 See Figure 4.5. John S. Robertsi4) Jefferson County, Indiana Property. 

4 See Figure 4.6. West Fork Baptist Church - Johnj4] & Jane Roberts Received into Membership. 

° See Figure 2.5. Elizabeth Cole;z) Bill of Complaint for Divorce. 

§ See Figure 4.7. 1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

7 See Figure 4.8. 1860 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

8 See Figure 4.9. 1870 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
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With his father's death in Dec 1875, it appears David went to live with his sister, Quintilla,21, 
and her husband, Daniel Mitchell, as he is reflected in their Shelby Township household for the 
1880 census. This record also identifies him as idiotic. While the instructions for the 1880 census 
enumerators do not provide any guidance on what kind of afflictions should be so classified, we can 
surmise that David was probably unable to care for himself, as his father's will appoints brother 
Edwardj17] as Executor to "take charge of all my Real and personal property . . . for the use and 


support of my beloved wife Jane Roberts and David Roberts [during] their natural lives. . ." and, 
further, appoints Edward as David's guardian "to see that he is well cared for during his natural life 
and to provide for him out of my Estate." Why David is not living with Edward, since Edward was 
his guardian, is not known; however, Edward was having health problems related to his Civil War 
service and may have been unable to properly care for him. When James W. May, administrator for 
the John S. Robertsj4] estate, submitted his final accounting to the court in Oct 1881, he noted that 
payments of $153.28 had been made for David's support, $111.93 of which had been paid to 
Daniel Mitchell, Quintilla's husband. 1011/12 

As with many other Roberts family members, David joined WFBC by baptism on 29 Apr 1877. 
After Quintilla's death in 1887, we do not know if David continued to live in the Mitchell household 
until his death in 1892, or if he went to live with one of his other siblings. The 1890 census records 
may give us a clue; however, those were lost, leaving a gap in David's record. David's death is 
recorded in the West Fork Baptist Church records as 27 Sep 1892. He is buried in the West Fork 


Cemetery. 13,14,15,16 


° See Figure 21.5. 1880 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

10 https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/1880enumerator-instructions.pdf, accessed 30 Nov 2021. 

11 See Figure 4.12. John S. Robertsy4) Will. 

12 Figure 19.1. Excerpt from Partial Report and Resignation of James W. May, Administrator for the Estate of John S. 
Robertsy4}. 

13 Figure 19.2. West Fork Baptist Church - David Robertsi19} Received into Membership 

14 See Figure 21.6. Quintilla Mitchelltz1] Obituary (Versailles (IN) Republican, 10 Feb 1887, pg. 4). 

15 Figure 19.3. West Fork Baptist Church - List of Male Members Dropped from Rolls. 

16 Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60405089/david-roberts : accessed 29 
November 2021), memorial page for David Roberts (30 Aug 1845-27 Sep 1892), Find a Grave Memorial ID 60405089, 
citing West Fork Cemetery, Rexville, Ripley County, Indiana, USA; Maintained by pmm (contributor 47022120). 
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Figure 19.1 


Excerpt from Partial Report and Resignation of James W. May, 
Administrator for the Estate of John S. Roberts;a) 
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"Indiana, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1798-1999," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9045/images/007663729_00346 : accessed 30 Nov 
2021), Jefferson > Probate Order Book, Vol S, 1880-1881; Vol T, 1881-1882; Vol U, 1882-1882 > Image 346 
of 684. 
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Figure 19.2 
West Fork Baptist Church — David Roberts,i19; Received into Membership 
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"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128 
Jefferson County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. 


Figure 19.3 
West Fork Baptist Church — List of Male Members Dropped from Rolls 
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"Indiana Church Records, West Fork Baptist 1904-1921 & 1826-1904," on microfilm, Reel #128, Jefferson 
County Public Library, Madison, Indiana. Location in church records suggests the list was produced sometime 
in 1891 and updated from time to time. 
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20. ELLA JANE (b. 7 Aug 1849, d. 7 Aug 1930) 

Birth: 7 Aug 1849 in Jefferson County, Indiana. 

Marriage & children: 2 Jun 1872 to James H. Kennedy in 
Jefferson County, Indiana (b. 31 Mar 1841 in Indiana; d. 11 Nov 
1875). No children. 

Death: 7 Aug 1930 in Holton, Ripley County, Indiana. 


Ella Jane was the tenth child born to John S.,4} and Jane Salyers 
Roberts. According to her death certificate, she was born 7 Aug 
1849 in Jefferson County, Indiana. Prior to her birth, the Roberts 
family was living in Switzerland County, Indiana, with the 1840 


census for Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana 


identifying the following members of the Roberts household. Ella's 


father was engaged in agriculture.* Ella Jane (Roberts) Kennedy 
. From a photo album believed to 
_ brother, Jeremiahrie}. See Chapter 
e Male 5 to < 10 - 1 [Johnia)] 7 - Jeremiah Roberts Photo Album. 


e Male 10 to < 15 - 2 [Williamyji1], Charlesyi2)] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 [John S.,4)] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 2 [Sarahyi3}, Marandaris)] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - i [Jane] 

The family moved to Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana (the next county and 
township west of Pleasant Township) abt. 1842 where Ella's father had purchased 91 acres of land 
in portions of Section 1, T5N, R10E and Section 6, T5N, R11E. During the West Fork Baptist Church 
(WFBC) meeting held between 13 and 18 Aug 1842, her parents were accepted into the church by 
letter. The church is located less than a mile north of the family farm.?4° 

About May 1847, Ella's Aunt Elizabeth;2) left her abusive husband, Jesse Cole, and came to live 
with her parents pending her divorce. The 1860 census for Shelby Township shows that Ella had 
attended school during the past year; however, no school attendance is reflected in the 1870 


census, so we do not know Ella's level of education. ®7:89 


1 See Figure 20.7. Ella Jane Kennedy;20; Death Certificate. 

? See Figure 4.3. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

3 See Figure 4.4. Newspaper Clipping - Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate (Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 19 Nov 
1879, pg. 2). 

4 See Figure 4.5. John S. Roberts;4) Jefferson County, Indiana Property. 

> See Figure 4.6. West Fork Baptist Church - Johni4 & Jane Roberts Received into Membership. 

6 See Figure 2.5. Elizabeth Cole;2; Bill of Complaint for Divorce. 

7 See Figure 4.7. 1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

8 See Figure 4.8. 1860 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

° See Figure 4.9. 1870 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
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On 2 Jun 1872, Ella married James H. Kennedy in 
Jefferson County, Indiana. James' occupation was a 
tobacconist. Sadly, their marriage was very short as 
James passed away on 11 Nov 1875, apparently without 
having fathered any children. Ella never remarried and 
seems to have lived with family members the rest of her 
life. James may have owned a farm upon which he and 
Ella lived, as the 1880 census for Canaan, Jefferson 
County, Indiana, shows Ella as head of household with 
James' brother, Hiram Kennedy, also present. Hiram's 
occupation is "farm laborer," which could indicate he was 


taking care of the farm for Ella. 1%11,12,13 


By 1893, Ella had left her Jefferson County home and James H. Kennedy 
moved to Holton, Ripley County, Indiana, to live with RUST reap ene over a Nnpneee Pal 
brother, Jeremiahyjie}. On 15 Oct of that year, a family reunion with most of Ella's living siblings was 
held at Jeremiah's home. In addition to Ella, the attendees included Sarahyi3]; Johnria] and wife, 
Elizabeth; Marandaryis; and her children James, Jesse, and Dora Francis Demaree; Jeremiahyie) and 
daughter, Stella; Edwardy17] and wife, Mary Jane; and Henryris;. Charlesjiz] was unable to attend.'4 
In 1900, we find Ella living with Jeremiah and niece, Stella, on Versailles Street in Holton. Ella's 
brother, Henrysis} was also in the home.?® 
Newspapers were the social media platforms of the era, especially in smaller towns and 
cities. Short articles about local citizens were often published, and such is the case with Ella. 
From one of these articles, we learn that in about Feb 1906, she suffered a fractured limb 
when a careless buggy rider hit her. She was bedridden, so her niece, Stella, who was living 
in Sheridan, Wyoming at the time with her husband, John Crew, came to Holton to help care 
for her. Stella returned home in Apr 1906 after Ella was able to ambulate on crutches. 1° 
Ella continues to be found in her brother's home for the 1910 census, and it is certainly possible 
she remained living with Jeremiahjie) until his death in Nov 1918. Shortly after Jeremiah's death, 
his daughter and son-in-law, Stella and John Crew, returned to Holton since Stella was 


administrator of Jeremiah's estate - the probate of which took until at least Feb 1920. Stella and 


10 Figure 20.1. Ella Jane Roberts,20) and James Kennedy Marriage Record. 

11 Figure 20.2. Excerpts of 1860 and 1870 United States Federal Census - Jefferson County, Indiana, showing James' 
occupation as tobacconist. 

12 Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/74008368/james-h-kennedy : accessed 30 
November 2021), memorial page for James H Kennedy (31 Mar 1841-11 Nov 1875), Find a Grave Memorial ID 74008368, 
citing Canaan Cemetery, Canaan, Jefferson County, Indiana, USA; Maintained by Allison (contributor 47469679). 

13 Figure 20.3. 1880 United States Federal Census - Canaan, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

14 See Figure 16.6. Newspaper Clipping - Jeremiah Roberts,is; Family Reunion (The Ripley Journal (Osgood, IN), 19 Oct 
1893, pg. 8). 

15 See Figure 16.7. 1900 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 

16 Figure 20.4. Newspaper Clippings - Ella Jane Kennedy;20) Accident. 
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John are both identified in the 1920 census for Ripley County; however, Ella is not identified as 
present in their household, or in any other Ripley County census record for 1920. While her 
whereabouts are not positively known, she was likely in Ripley County and was somehow 
overlooked for the census. Ella is shown in the 1930 census as a resident of the Crew 
household. 17:1819,20 

Ella passed away on her 81st birthday, 7 Aug 1930, of arteriosclerosis of three years duration. 
Her niece, Stella, was the informant on her death certificate. Burial took place at the Holton 


Cemetery in Holton, Indiana.*!22 


17 See Figure 16.8. 1910 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek Township, Ripley County, Indiana. 

18 See Figure 16.13. Newspaper Clipping - Jeremiah Robertsiie) Final Settlement (Osgood (IN) Journal, 14 Jan 1920, pg. 4). 

19 Figure 20.5. 1920 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek, Ripley County, Indiana for Stella and John Crew. 

20 Figure 20.6. 1930 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek, Ripley County, Indiana. 

1 Figure 20.7. Ella Jane Kennedy;20; Death Certificate. 

22 Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30077915/ella-jane-kennedy : accessed 30 

November 2021), memorial page for Ella Jane Roberts Kennedy (7 Aug 1849-7 Aug 1930), Find a Grave Memorial ID 

30077915, citing Holton Cemetery, Holton, Ripley County, Indiana, USA; Maintained by KDonley (contributor 46927786). 
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Figure 20.1 
Ella Jane Roberts;20; and James Kennedy Marriage Record 


"Indiana Marriages, 1811-2019," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9392-HLSZ-XY?i=275&cc=1410397 : accessed 1 Dec 2021), 
Jefferson > 1873-1878 > Image 276 of 649. 
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Figure 20.2 


Excerpts of 1860 and 1870 United States Federal Census — Shelby Township, 
Jefferson County, Indiana 
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"1860 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7667/images/4215037_00117?pId=8649678 : accessed 


1 Dec 2021), Indiana > Jefferson > Shelby > Image 21 of 41. 
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"1870 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7163/images/4263400_00710?pId=20538727 : accessed 


1 Dec 2021), Indiana > Jefferson > Shelby > Image 29 of 48. 
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Figure 20.3 
1880 United States Federal Census - Canaan, Jefferson County, Indiana 


D. [7-296.) 
P, N 9) ( ) Note A.—The Census Year begins June 1, 1870, and ends May 31, 1880. 
sce ag a i Note B.—All persons will be included in the Enumeration who were living on the Ist day of June, 1880. No others will. Children BORN SINCE 


Supervisor's Dist. No. . ~,- June 1, 1880, will be OMITTED. Members of Families who have DIED SINCE June 1, 1880, will be INCLUDED. 
5 ‘on Diet. Ni 5 Note C.—Questions Nos. 13, 14, 22 and 23 are not to be asked in respect to persons under 10 years of age. 
numeration Dist. No/ 7. 


SCHEDULE [—Inhabitants ind allay. A leuan blige ~cteed lege... the County ot Lila: "20. 
ay? oe day of June, 1880. 


ae BZA LeeLee? 


, State of Bevibv in, 


enumerated by me on the 


Oreupation 


or ethersive lini, ZZ 


it ahh cf (2 Le 
ry 2 7 A 
Datu 4 Fur AY, / ti 0 ee | Qussuniler_— 
—— —- ———. — — ne é 
: | 

am a ra i; aa eee potas ae 

: 

—e — it ee ee —— e 


ees nae pe vee aint, Lial\ Hes Mig 


7 
H Become shor the coal i x 1 
i a i “ 
2 i 
i : i. E 
5 i | 
i i Wy i 
t ay a WH E Detiasa, but: trial 
f — abosth heb Wind _ ab Mezere / Medline. Geof: But 
i wale by hey Sify, Bist cM says, f eee Yi. 22te. Lin 
‘ ; hak 2 A415\~ hesfessig here - Deilachy iy. Wi 
id sz. 6| * WV g Wtiandk Deland 
4 ee ye Oy, a Ache Merctee pt ee be Lint hiker, Dretied, 
z Ww P33 / Aiyfrarg hceeee Bi httesre ir, Ay. 
; 7 
: WAI at heoeare / Ditlheas2. Dia Bhd 
+ ( WAL ct fore Sr i yao PA: a 
ia Whew. &. Wh? at Auzive / Wrrlrieatia. gerd: tls 
i inne. / hethang bers Le Ve beeeter. hu. th MN lasalie 
Piet Yast i jp L8 ——| te (717 ee rh henetinh Do 
a thi. WoW #14 / ot Aste Lirdrame Weanthlet dyrgl 
i 1b 34i| Ueeft Melgar Mh Wy 1 | Db Aniealer Unto Prasplan thes 
4 Lid Lab Mphairg iierese Sane ge Ee tal 
be Welion D W In 15) at jvonse Vet Oho Lifes, ' 
Hf Husriate WF M6 ot Aeeane / Che Olea» Vtiva, 
to — We. = hoyle Meaford dame |_| ____ Lediaaia. Mhew Whee 
” Wi Win 3 ao Dutra Chie: Ohne 
* ~ Lake Win 7 ug hat Brdiain Ouse Obie 4 
a _ a7 yal Lick baby Ub BY | eae _ Mearhiicby Guarsbat Darisle 
. 338 3469| Banta. BL: Ux. bi / diate canras iy Ly 
4 Lescy lb fr34 tle / Keaeliiob, 4 dy, * 
az tay WEIS Sof Deughth) RL Zed abebedee iA yal 
6 A vi - Ign 22 Bed Bee. pists bd 
ad SF 390 | fesecuced: blle.d Ut 30 Kesfong few ibe Lean Ay Ly 
*) rave WW! ly SS e a Duties tedbice ea8) ae) Pr Vorrnent | 
i TWO Ta \Aagacuta Wtacin] We 91 7 Lait ASE 7 Wack (mr o ‘ 
id Masrey-Mt i FR Kisfrsis, hevsat Dutanne ‘Ky, iy —* 
== ” Lak a haw pioee ppt / Let Lid. 
‘i ~ Whhalewseix WF 12) Dassshlrn VV at Avorn. / Butlin /%y 
e - Pusginanios LW Jun t/ at secreee = ae ‘eet. Lely 
gh La ~ 4th; 1) a Wa | ct forte Bae __ Pylhiituine 
bel ~fuary , Wwf Dias. AG 
ri yin h “eps D # = leg tintic Hy: 
Magee 7 7) 
‘ lt Be a 
1; = V cislf, 4 Mnale 4 Z we: Lfta..' lig, 7 wilh oe Fim |S iteec 153. cork jbsled TE OT: oe 
jm 


Wore column 910, Lh 18, 15 49 33, an affirmation mark oly will be asmd—thue / , except in the ease of divoreed persons, column 11, whea the letter “DD” in tobe waed. 
wise 


‘stk io cae where an affcmative anew han bem given ther to quetion 10 or to question 11. 
tive ie eases when gainful occupation tas been reported 
the unite of the wonth may be werd, us Jaa, Apr., Dee. 


bey nara woed. fille 


he bye acct, 


ee, 


"1880 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4240599-00186?pId=27558717 : accessed 
1 Dec 2021), Indiana > Jefferson > Canaan > 132 > Image 2 of 2. 
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Figure 20.4 


Ella Jane Kennedy;20) Accident 


Mrs. Janc Kennedy, who was kroched 
down by a careless rider more than two |, 
months ago and sustained a tractered i 
limb, is recovering picely. She sat up 
for the firet last week and is now ablo 
to go from one room to another with the 
aid of crutches. 


Mrs. Stella Crew, who hae beer here | | 
with her aunt, Mra. Jane Kennedy, }( 
sinve the latter's accident, returned to 
her home in Sheridan, Wyo., Priday. 


Top: The Ripley Journal (Osgood, IN). 11 Apr 1906. 
Bottom: The Ripley Journal (Osgood, IN), 25 Apr 1906. 
(both from newspaperarchive.com) 


Figure 20.5 
1920 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek, Ripley County, Indiana 
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(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/4300659_00180?pId 
accessed 1 Dec 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Otter Creek > District 0164 > Image 4 of 12. 


"1920 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


Figure 20.6 
1930 United States Federal Census - Otter Creek, Ripley County, Indiana 
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accessed 1 Dec 2021), Indiana > Ripley > Otter Creek > District 0015 > Image 14 of 25. 


"1930 United States Federal Census," database with images, Ancestry 


Figure 20.7 
Ella Jane Kennedy;20; Death Certificate 
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LICENSE No. 
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"Indiana, U.S., Death Certificates, 1899-2011," database with images, Ancestry 


(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_ 351266-02696?pId=4154304 : 


accessed 1 Dec 2021), Certificate > 1930 > 09 > Image 2697 of 3397. 
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21. QUINTILLA A. (b. 22 Dec 1852, d. 6 Feb 1887) 
Birth: 22 Dec 1852 in Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
Marriage & children: 31 Oct 1877 to Daniel K. Mitchell in Jefferson County, Indiana (b. 4 Apr 
1855 in Jefferson County, Indiana; d. 12 Aug 1928 in Monroe, Jefferson County, Indiana). 
e Walter Roberts Mitchell 
o b. 7 Oct 1880 in Madison, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
o m.17 Feb 1901 to Hannah Florence Herring in Jefferson County, Indiana (b. 28 Oct 
1881 in Indiana; d. 23 Nov 1957 in Franklin, Johnson County, Indiana). 
o d. 12 May 1938 in Johnson County, Indiana. 
e Alta Mitchell 
o b. 9 Nov 1886, probably in Jefferson County, Indiana. 
o d.13 Dec 1886, probably in Jefferson County, Indiana. 
Death: 6 Feb 1887 in Ripley County, Indiana. 


Quintilla ("Quin") was the eleventh and last child born to John S.;4; and Jane Salyers Roberts 
large family. According to her headstone, she was born 22 Dec 1852, likely in Jefferson County, 
Indiana as that is where the family was living at the time of her birth. Prior to her birth, her 
parents and older siblings were living in Switzerland County, Indiana, with the 1840 census for 
Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana identifying the following members of the Roberts 
household. Quin's father was engaged in agriculture. ? 

e Male < 5 - 2 [Jeremiahyie), Edwardri7]] 

e Male 5 to < 10 - 1 [Johnei43] 

e Male 10 to < 15 - 2 [Williamyji1}, Charlesyi2)] 

e Male 30 to < 40 - 1 [John S.j43] 

e Female 5 to < 10 - 2 [Sarahyi3}, Marandaris)] 

e Female 30 to < 40 - i [Jane] 

The family moved to Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana (the next county and 
township west of Pleasant Township) abt. 1842 where Quin's father had purchased 91 acres of land 
in portions of Section 1, TSN, R10E and Section 6, T5N, R11E. During the West Fork Baptist Church 
(WFBC) meeting held between 13 and 18 Aug 1842, her parents were accepted into the church by 
letter. The church is located less than a mile north of the family farm.34/° 

As with the other Roberts children, Quin grew up on the Jefferson County farm, probably 


helping around the house with various chores. The 1860 census for Shelby Township shows that 


1 Figure 21.1. Quintilla Mitchelltzi1; Headstone. 

? See Figure 4.3. 1840 United States Federal Census - Pleasant Township, Switzerland County, Indiana. 

3 See Figure 4.4. Newspaper Clipping - Notice of Administrator's Sale of Real Estate (Madison (IN) Weekly Herald, 19 Nov 
1879, pg. 2). 

4 See Figure 4.5. John S. Roberts; Jefferson County, Indiana Property. 

> See Figure 4.6. West Fork Baptist Church - Johny4] & Jane Roberts Received into Membership. 
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Quin had attended school during the past year; however, no school attendance is reflected in the 
1870 census, so we do not know her level of education. 

Quin married Daniel K. Mitchell in Jefferson County, Indiana 
on 13 Oct 1877. They were married by Robert Stevenson, who 
frequently pastored WFBC; however, he was not pastoring the 
church at this time. Together, they had two children, son Walter 
Roberts Mitchell on 7 Oct 1880 and daughter Alta on 9 Nov 1886 
who, sadly, passed away on 13 Dec 1886 when just a month old. 
We do not know the reason for Alta's death, but complications 
during birth or a severe birth defect are probable causes. Daniel 
was a farmer, according to census records. With Quin's father's 
death in Dec 1875, it appears her brother, David;si9; came to live 
in the Mitchell home, as he is reflected in their Shelby Township 
household for the 1880 census.%1011,12 


Less than two months after Alta's death, Quin passed away 


Walter Roberts Mitchell, ca. 1885 
From a photo album believed to have 
belonged to Jeremiah Robertsrie). See 


One must wonder if Quin's death was related to Alta's in some inoue 7 ~ Jeremiah Roberts Photo 


on 6 Feb 1887 "after a lingering illness of about four months." 


way. Funeral services were held at the West Fork Baptist 
Church in Ripley County, Indiana on 7 Feb 1887 by Rev. Pelsor with a large congregation present. 


She was buried the same day at the West Fork Baptist Cemetery.*3 


6 See Figure 4.7. 1850 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. Elizabeth Cole reflected 
in the census is Quin's Aunt Elizabeth Cole;2}, who left her abusive husband, Jesse Cole, in May 1847 and came to live with 
her parents pending her divorce (see Figure 2.5). 

” See Figure 4.8. 1860 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

8 See Figure 4.9. 1870 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

° Figure 21.2. Quintilla A. Robertsj21; and Daniel K Mitchell Marriage Record. 

10 Figure 21.3. Walter Roberts Mitchell Death Certificate. 

11 Figure 21.4. Alta Mitchell Headstone. 

12 Figure 21.5. 1880 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 

13 Figure 21.6. Quintilla Mitchell[21; Obituary. 
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Figure 21.1 


Quintilla Mitchell,21] Headstone 
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Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60134687/quintilla-a-mitchell : 
accessed 03 December 2021), memorial page for Quintilla A Roberts Mitchell (22 Dec 1852-6 Feb 1887), Find 
a Grave Memorial ID 60134687, citing West Fork Cemetery, Rexville, Ripley County, Indiana, USA; Maintained 
by JRoberts (contributor 48769167). Photo added 1 Oct 2017 by JCH1984 (contributor 48458575). 
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Figure 21.2 
Quintilla A. Roberts,21] and Daniel K Mitchell Marriage Record 
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"Indiana Marriages, 1811-2019," database with images, FamilySearch, 7 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9392-HLS4-GF?i=626&cc=1410397 : accessed 3 Dec 2021), 
Jefferson > 1873-1878 > Image 627 of 649. 
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Figure 21.3 
Walter Repents Mitchell Death Certificate 
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"Indiana, U.S., Death Certificates, 1899-2011," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/45232_356139-02995?pId=555405 : 
accessed 3 Dec 2021), Certificate > 1938 > 05 > Image 2996 of 3013. 
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Figure 21.4 
Alta Mitchell Headstone 


Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60134708/alta-mitchell : 
accessed 03 December 2021), memorial page for Alta Mitchell (9 Nov 1886-13 Dec 1886), Find a Grave 
Memorial ID 60134708, citing West Fork Cemetery, Rexville, Ripley County, Indiana, USA; Maintained by 
DSON1492 (contributor 46855689). Photo added 1 Oct 2017 by JCH1984 (contributor 48458575). 
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Figure 21.5 
1880 United States Federal Census - Shelby Township, Jefferson County, Indiana 
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Figure 21.6 
Quintilla Mitchell,21; Obituary 
Mrs. Wm. Raburn, of Roseville. TIl., 
has been at the bedside of her sister, 
Mrs. Mitchel, for the past week. 


Died, last Sunday morning, Mrs. Quin- 
tillie, wife ot Mr. K. Mitchell, after a 
lingering illness of about four months, 
aged 34 years. She had been a mem. 
ber of the Christian Church for 14 years, 
and had teen married 9, years. She 
leaves a husband and one son with a 
bost of relatives and friends to mourn 
her loss. Rev. Pelsor conducted the 
the funeral services at the Westfork 
Baptist Church on last Monday, with a 
large congregation present, after which 
her remajns were laid to rest beside her 
father and mother who preceded her 
about ten years. She was a sister of Dr. 


d Roberts. of Holton. 


Versailles (IN) Republican, 10 Feb 1887, pg. 4 (newspaperarchive.com) 
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